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Sir, 


TO   M.   D£   IaJL   LUZSRNE. 


Offie«  of  Finance,  Ncyv^ember  Sd,  1781. 


Agreeably  to  my  pcomisey  I  have  the  honor  to  send 
you  a  copy  of  the  circular  lettf r,  which  I  latdy  trans- 
mitted to  the  several  States.  This  will  be  an  addi- 
tional prpof  of  my  desire  to  draw  from  among  ourselves 
the  necessary  resources,  and  thereby  to  become  truly 
independent.  But  the  sincerity  with  which  I  have 
always  spoken  to  you,  and  which  I  mean  to  preserve, 
and  which  the  generous  .conduct  of  your  Sovereign 
demands  for  his  servants,  that  sincerity  will  notfiermit 
me  to  conceal  my  sentiments  on  what  is  to  be  expected. 

The  annual  expenses  of  this  country  oiay  certainly 
be  reduced  within  narrower  bounds,  than  they  have 
hitherto  been;  perhaps  it  will  be  less  than  I  myself 
have  now  an  idea  of.  But  still  it  must  be  consider- 
able, if  we  mean,  which  we  certainly  do,  to  make 
becoming  efforts  in  the  common  cause.     Besides  this. 
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it  will  require  a  considerable  revenue  to  provide  the 
sinking  fund  for  our  public  debt.  As  I  consider 
national  credit  to  be  an  object  of  the  greatest  magni- 
tude and  importance^  so  I  think  it  necessary  to  bend 
every  possible  effort  to  the  establishment  and  support 
of  it.  Provision  for  our  debts  is,  therefore,  the  first 
object,  and  therefore  must  take  place  of  every  other 
demand. 

Whatever  may  be  the  wealth  of  the  inhabitants  of 
America,  and  however  capable  they  may  be  of  bearing 
heavy  taxes,  this  at  least  is  certain,  that  they  have 
neither  been  accustomed  to  them,  nor  have  the  Legis- 
latures hitherto  adopted  the  proper  modes  of  laying 
and  levj'ing  them  ^ith  convenience  to  the  people. 
Taxation  reqaires  time  in  all  governments,  and  is  to 
be  perfected  only  by  long  experience  in  any  country. 
America,  divided  as  it  is  into  a  variety  of  free  States, 
possessing  sovereign  power  for  all  domestic  purposes, 
cannot  therefore  be  suddenly  brought  \o  pay  all  which 
might  be  spared  from  the  wealth  of  her  citizens.  The 
amount  even  of  that  wealth  is  very  disputable.  Our 
extensive  forests,  though  they  are  valuable  as  property, 
are  by  np  means  productive  to  the  revenue;  and  many 
of  our  people  have  endured  such  losses,  that  they  re- 
quire alleviation,  instead  of  being  able  to  bear  burdens. 
Besides  this,  the  use  of  many  articles,  not  strictly  ne- 
cessary, are  become  so  even  by  that  use,  and  there- 
fore, the  mode  of  Kving  being  habitually  more  expen- 
sive than  in  other  countries,  requires  greater  wealth. 
A  good  Prince  would  not  suddenly  render  the  lot  of 
his  subjects  worse.  How  then  are  we  to  expect  that 
the  people  themselves  will  do  so  ? 
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But  supposing  our  taxes  could  equal  the  demand  for 
revenue,  another  circumstance  remains.  The  paper 
money,  which  has  been  emitted  lays  in  our  way  ito  re* 
formation,  and  we  feel  it  at  every  step.  It  has  been 
issued,  and  the  people  will  with  propriety  refuse  to  pay 
taxes,  if  it  be  totally  refused.  Much,  therefore,  of  the 
revenue  must  be  ia  paper,  while  that  paper  exists.  If  it 
be  re-issued  after  it  has  been  raised  in  taxes,  the  mischief 
attendant  on  a  depreciating  medium  will  still  continue. 
A  large  nominal  revenue  may  indeed  be  collected,  but 
that  revenue  will  be  nominal.  The  specie  in  the  country 
also  will  be  continually  secluded  from  circulation,  and  by 
that  means,  not  only  the  sources  of  revenue  will  be  dried 
up,  but  even  the  bills  of  exchange,  which  may  be  drawn 
on  Europe,  will  not  find  a  proper  market  at  their  value. 

I  might  add  a  number  of  reasons  to  shpw  the  necessity 
of  destroying  this  paper  money  ;  but  your  residence  here 
has  enabled  you  to  see  this  subject  to  the  bottom^  and  I 
have  found  in  conversation  your  ideas  so  clear,  that  I  will 
not  attempt  to  demonstrate  what  you  cannot  but  perceive 
at  a  single  glance.  But  how  is  it  to  be  done  ?  If  a  recur* 
rence  be  again  had  to  the  detestable  expedient  of.  forcer 
our  credit  is  ruined.  Prudence,  therefore,  forbids  any 
such  attennpt ;  besides,  it  is  so  dishonest,  that  I  will  never 
have  any  concern  in  it.  There  is  then  op  other  means, 
but  to  receive  the  taxes  in  paper,  and  to  destroy  a  part,  at 
least,  if  not  the  whole. 

This  method  of  proceeding  will  lay  a  proper  foundation 
for  establishing  public  credit,  and  when  that  is  established, 
we  well  know  what  good  consequences  may  be  drawn. 
But,  in  the  interim,  it  is  evident  that  the  revenue,  even  if 
otherwise  equal  to  our  wants,  must  be  deficient.    I,  there- 
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fore,  am  bound  to  dedare  to  you  my  conviction,  that  we 
must  have  aid  from  abroad.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  the 
place  from  which  that  aid  i$  to  be.expected. 

It  is  very  painful  to  ask  assistance  in  any  case,  espe- 
cially in  a  situation  like  ours,  where  the  object  of  the  war  is 
to  secure  what  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us.  But 
having  <;aTididiy  explained  our  situation,  and  shown  the 
impracticability  of  doing  all  which  I  wish,  there  is  a 
greater  propriety  in  stating  to  a  gentleman,  who  knows 
those  wishes,  the  ideas  which  arise  from  the  nature  of  that 
Connexion  which  subsists  between  the  two  nations. 

The  war  in  America  must  of  necessity  prove  fatal  to 
Great  Britain,  if  it  continues ;  because  it  is  carried  on  by 
her  at  an  expense  so  disproportionate^  to  that  which  is 
borne  by  France,  that  the  greater  effort  must  exhaust  every 
fund  she  can  possibly  draw  forth,  and  inextricably  involve 
her  in  eternal  debt.  If  then  the  object  of  the  war  were 
in  itself  indiSerent  to  France,  the  mere  continuance  of  it 
would  alone  be  a  valuable  object  to  her,  and  indeed,  to  every 
other  power,  particularly  to  those  who  are  in  any  degree 
maritime,  as  they  are  most  exposed  to  British  encroach- 
ment and  rapacity.  But  when  we  consider  that  the  object 
of  the  war  is  of  the  last  consequence  to  the  commerce  of 
his  Majesty^s  dominions,  and  especially  so  to  his  marine ; 
and  when  we  further  consider,  that  his  honor  stands  pledged 
for  our  support,  to  doubt  of  his  further  assistance  would 
imply  a  reflection  both  on  his  wisdom  and  integrity.  I 
hope.  Sir,  you  will  believe  me  to  be  incapable  of  casting 
such  reflections. 

Let  me  further  take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that  I  would 
by  no  means  detract  from  the  generosity  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  yet  the  moneys,  which  he  may  be  dis- 
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posed  to  advaDce  to  the  United  States,  are  neither  lost 
nor  thrown  away.  The  subjects  of  France  will  for  ages 
derive  benefits  from  a  commercial  connexion  with  this 
country,  and  I  hope  their  Sovereign  will  always  find  here 
a  warm  friend  and  a  faithful  ally,  should  any  of  those 
changes,  to  which  human  affairs  are  subjected,  induce  bioi 
to  ask  that  aid,  which  he  now  bestows. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &6. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 


*  Kovember  3c2.  This  day,  on  the  invitation  of  the  Minister  of 
France,  I  attended  at  the  Romish  Church  jat  a  Te  Deum,  sung  on 
account  of  the  capture  of  Lord  Comwallis  and  his  army.  Soon 
after  anived  the  colors  taken  by  General  Washington  with  that 
aimy,  which  were  brought  by  Colonel  Humphreys  to  Chester, 
there  met  by  Colonel  Tilghman,  and  thence  conducted  hither  by 
those  two  Aid-de-Camps  of  the  General.  The  city  troop  of  light 
horse  went  out  to  meet  them,  and  became  th6  standard  bearers,  and 
twentylbur  gentlemen,  privates  in  that  corps,  carried  each  of  them 
one  of  the  colors  dis|^ayed.  The  American  and  French  flags  pre* 
ceding  the  captured  trophies,  which  were  conducted  down  Market 
street  to  the  Coffee  House,  thence  down  Front  to  Chestnut  street, 
and  up  that  street  to  the  State  House,  where  they  were  presented 
to  Congress,  who  were  sitting  \  and  many  of  the  members  tell  me, 
that  instead  of  viewing^  this  .transaption  aa  a  w»te  matter  of  joyfVil 
ceremony,  which  they  expected  to  do,  they  instantly,  felt  themselves 
impressed  with  ideas  of  the  most  solemn  nature.  It  brought  to 
their  minds  the  distresses  our  country  has  been  exposed  to,  the 
ealamitiefr  we  have  repeatedly  suffered,  the  perilous  situation,  which 
our  9SaJt»  have  almost  always  been  in ;  and  they  could  not  but 
recollect  the  threats  of  Lord  North,  that  he  would  bring  America 
to  his  feet  on  unconditional  terms  of  submission.    Diary. 
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TO   THE   FBE8IDENT    07   CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finanoe,  NoT«mb«r  5th,  1781. 
Sir, 

Copies  of  the  Act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, of  the  2d  instant,  have  been  sent  to  me,  and  were 
yesterday  received.  It  would  have  given  me  pleasure  to 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my  sentiments  be- 
fore those  acts  were  passed  \  but  \t  becomes  necessary  to 
take  the  liberty  of  doing  it  now.  I',  therefore,  do  myself 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  written  on  the  28th  day  of 
August  last,  which  was  not  transmitted  before,  because 
Congress  were  so  much  engaged,  that,  as  well  from  thai 
as  from  other  circunastances,  those  matters,  which  it  re- 
lates to,  could  not  properly  be  brought  before  them.  In 
the  beginning  of  that  letter,  the  reference  made  to  me  on 
the  23d  of  August,  of  two  letters  from  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  of  a  report  upon  them,  is-  mentioned. 
On  the  12th  of  September  following,  I  received  the  resolu- 
tions  of  that  State,  which  were  referred  on  the  10th;  and 
I  have  now  to  observe,  that  my  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
ject of  those  resolutions  are  fully  contained  in  the  letter. 

I  should  have  sent  in  that  letter,  notwithstanding  my 
reasons  to  the  contrary,  if  I  had  conceived  that  any  of  the 
subjects  it  relates  to  had  been  in  agitation  before  the 
United  Stetes.  And,  although  Congress  have  not  taken 
up  all  the  matters  mentioned  in  it,  there  is  some  propriety 
in  sending  it  as  it  was  written,  because  such  objects  are 
better  understood  when  viewed  in  their  connexion  with 
each  other,  than  when  separately  considered. 

I  shall  say  nothing  as  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  re- 
quired, because  I  have  not  seen  the  estimatesr    Congress 
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have  certainly  considered  the  supplies  necessary,  and  the 
abilities  of  their  constituents.  Irtimediaiely  after  the  ap- 
portionments,  1  find  the  following  clause,  "thavthe  said 
sums,  when  paid,  shall  ^e  credited  to  the  accounts  of  the 
several  States  on  interest,,  to  be  hereafter  adjusted." 
I  hope  that  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  observing,  that  I 
cannot  Bee  the  necessity  of  this  provision,  and  that  ill 
consequences  will  probably  result  from  it.  As  to  the 
necessity, •!  will, suppose  that  the  proportion  of  any 
State  were  rated  so  high  as  greatly  to  exceed  its  means 
of  payment,  or  materially  to  distress  the  people,  surely 
Congress  might  afford  redress  in  the  next  apportion- 
ment by  relaxing  the  demands  on  such  State  and 
dividing  the  deficiency  among  others.  Nor  Is  it  of 
any  consequence  whether  the  disproportion  arises  from 
error  in  laying  the  quotas,  or  from  a  subsequent 
change  of  circumstances.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
clause  appears  unnecessary.  The  idea  of  leaving  the 
adjustment  of  accounts  to  a  future  day  will  discourage 
the  efforts  of  every  State  in  the  Union.  They  will 
consider  it  as  determining,  in  other  words,  that  the 
accounts  shall  nevct  be  settled  at  all ;  or  rather,  they 
have  already  formed  that  opinion.*  This  has  produced 
discontent,  and  given  rise  to  complaint.  The  disputes 
which  must  follow  cannot  but  be  pernicious.  Nor  are 
these  the  only  ill  consequences  of  that  provision.  I 
hope  that  Congress  will  pardon  me,  when  I  state  the 
sentiments,  which  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  others, 
although  they  have,  no  place  in  my  own.  Postponing 
a  final  adjustment  may  cast  an  air  of  doubt,  ot  even 
timidity,  on  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States.  It 
may.  be  construed  into  an  appearau(5e  of  leading  indi'* 
VOL.  xji.       '  '         2    .      ' 
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vidualJStates  unwarily  into  efibrts  beyond  their  pro- 
portion, or  their  strength.  It  may  be  imagined  that 
there  is  some  want  of  that  firmness  and  decision,  which 
ought  tp  be  the  constant  companions  of  sovereign 
authority.  It  gives  me  pain  to  hazard  a  difference  in 
opinion  with  Congress,  and,  therefore,  I  quit  the 
subject. 

The  next  article  in  the  Act  of  the  second  instant 
declares,  <Uhat  certificates,  which  may  be  given  by  th« 
Quarter  Master  General,  or  other  officers  .properly  au- 
thorised to  giv^  them  for  suppUe^^  that  shall  hereafter 
be  furnished,  shall  be  accepted  in  payment.''  This 
provision  may,  in  some  instances  be  necessary,  in 
some  impi:oper,  but  in  all  it  must  he  dangerous^  I 
shall  not  dwell  on  the  consequences  of  giving  these 
certificates;  but  I  will  suggest  one  idea,  which  will, 
perhaps,  merit  attention.  That  article  is  an  act  of 
sovereign  authority,  and  therefore,  while  it  exists 
doubts  may  arise  how  far  the  issuing  of  such  certifi- 
cates can  be  restrained.  If  the  Quarter  Master  and 
others  will  give  certificates,  and  the^  States  will  receive 
them  and  tender  them  to^xpe?  I  must,  according  to  this 
act,  accept  them  in  {)ayment ;  but  those  Vvho  contract 
for  supplies  to  the  pablic,  certainly  will  not  take  them 
from  me.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  that  article  be  not 
inserted,  the  general  authorities  given  to  me  by  Con- 
gress are  equal  to  all  the  necessary  regulations  in  exe- 
cuting their  commands.  1  might,  for  instance,  appoint 
a  trusty  person  to  give  certificates  in  extraordinary 
cases.  I  should  then  know  the  ainount  of  such  certi- 
ficates,  and  I  could  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
with  relation  to  them. 
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My  sentiments  on  the  next  article  are  so  fully  ex- 
pressed in  the  enclosed  letter/  that  I  will  not  trouble 
Congress. with  the  repetition.  I  shall  only  observe, 
that  daily  observation  and  information  confirm  my 
fears,  that  fVauds  have  been  practised  in  giving  those 
certificates,  and  I  must  be  of  opinion,  that  a  general 
permission  to  i^ceive  them  in  taxes  will  be  very  inju- 
rious,  not  only  t<J  the  public  revenue,  but  to  the  repu- 
tation of  our  measures.  I  am  apprehensive  that  many 
honest  men  through  the  United  States,  who  know  the 
frauds  committed  in  their  neighborhoods,  will  imagine 
that  Sufficient  attention  is  not  paid  to  the  detection  of 
villany,  and  that  idea  will  disincline  them  very  much 
from  the  payment  of  taxes,  because  nothing  induces 
men  to  part  with  their  money  so  cheerfully,  as  the 
belief  that  it  will  be  applied  to  the  purposes^for  which 
it  was^granted,  with  economy  and  integrity.     * 

What  1  have  written  on  the  subject  of  a  final  appor- 
tionment may  appear  to  •have  proceeded  from  a  want 
of  attention  to  that  article  of  the  A>n federation,  which 
points  out  the  manner  of  defraying  public  expenses. 
But  this  is  not  the  case.  The  article  in  question  re- 
lates merely  to  those  circumstances,  which  shall  arise 
after  the  completion  of  it,  and  makes  no  provision 
'whatever  for  past  expenses.  The  several  requisitions 
of  Congress  do  indeed  refer  to  a  future  settlement, 
according  to  the  mode  expressed  in  the  confederation ; 
but  the  confederation  itself  must  receive  a  liberal  and 
equitable  construction ;  much  more  so  those  resolu- 
tions which  refer  to  it.  If  this  -  be  not  the  case,  it 
would  be  madness  to  expect  obedience  from  free 
agents  independent  of  each  other,  which   is  the  situa- 
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tion  of  the  several  States.  If,  thed,  the  article  be 
considered  aind  weighed,  even  as  to  the  quota  of  the 
current  year,  where  certainly  it  applies  with  greater 
force,  than  to  any  past  .transaction,  we  shall  find  that 
it  presupposes  the  following  things;  first,  a  certain 
mode  of  determining  the  value  of  lands,  &c.,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  value  of  each  respective  State  ;  sec- 
ondly, that  this  mode  should,  not  be  permanent  'but 
variable,  and  framed  from  time  to  time,  according  to 
the  then  existing '  state  of  things ;  thirdly,  that  it 
should  be  founded  in  liberal  principles  of  justice;  no 
other  mode  being  presumable  from  those  who  are  to 
adopt  it ;  fourthly,  that  the  value  being  thus  equita- 
bly determined,  the  expenses  of  the  current  year 
should  be  estimated  according  to  the  best  lights,  which 
could  be  H>btained ;  and  fifthly,  that  this  expense 
-should  be  apportioned  according  to  that  valuation. 

If  these  ideas  be  just,  and  I  think  that  an  inspection 
of  the  article  itself  will  show«  them  to  be  so,  then  it 
will  follow,  that  a  valua^on  made  for  one  year  cannot 
properly  apply  to  any  preceding  or  subsequent  year ; 
more  especially,  if  any  considerable  change  take  place 
in  the  respective  circumstances  of  the  several  ^States. 
Let  us,  for  instanced,  suppose,  that  in  the  year  1776, 
five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  State  A  were  worth 
one  thousand  pounds;  that  in  the  year  1777,  they 
were  worth  five  hundred  pounds;  and  in  the  year 
1778,  one  hundred  pounds  ;  while,  during  the  whole 
period,  five  hundred  acres  in  the  State  B  were  worth 
five  hundred  pounds.  Let  us  suppose  the  States  A 
and  B  to  have  been  of  the  same  extent,  and  that  thirty 
pounds  were  fb  have  been  paid  annually  by  those  States 
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aceording  to  the  apportionment  of  the  confederation, 
they  would  then  hsive  been  charged  as  follows ;  in 
1776,  the  State  A  twenty  pounds,  and  B  ten  pounds ; 
in  1777^  A  fifteen  pounds,  and  B  fifteen  pounds  ;  and 
in  1778  A  five  pounds,  and  B  twentyfiVe  pounds. 
Thus,  then,  of  three  times  thirty  or  ninety  pounds,  A 
would  be  chargeable  with  twenty,  fifteen,  and  five, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  forty  pounds ;  arid  B  with 
ten,  fifteen, t  and  twentyfive,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  fifty  pounds.  The,  proportion,  therefore,  between 
them  is  as  four  to  five;  but  the  proportion  arising 
from  their  relative  wealth  in  either  of  those  terms  is 
widely  different.     In  the  first,  it  is  as  two  to  one.     In 

* 

the  second,  as  one  to  one,  and  in  the  third,  as  one  to 
five.  Wherefore,  if  the  whole  ninety  pounds  were  to 
have  been  apportioned  on  the  valuation  of  the  first 
year,  it  would  have  been  to  A  sixty,  and  to  B  thirty. 
On  that  of  the  second  A  fortyfive,  and  B  fortyfive, 
and  on  the  third  A  fifteen,  and  B  seventyfive. 

If  this  conclusion  be  fairly  drawn,  then  a  question  will 
arise  on  this  point.  Suppose  no  mode  of  valuation  adopted, 
how  are  th^  quotas  to  bie  ascertained  ?  la  answer  to  this 
question,  I  state  .the  following  positions ;  first,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  confederation  was  to  make  an  equitable  appor- 
tionment ;  secondly,  that  Congress  will  always,  when  they 
direct  a  valuation,  do  it  in  an  equitable  mode ;  and  thirdly, 
that  a  valuation  is,  at  present,  impracticable,  much  less  a 
valuation  for  times  past.  These  things  admitted,  and  the 
necessity  of  an  apportionment  being  also  admitted,  the 
question  answers  itself;  for  no  other  mode  will  remain,  but 
by  resorting  to  such  lights  as  Congress  may  .have  on  the 
subject,  and  that  they  determine  as  equitably  as  they  can. 
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aocorcKng  to  those  lights,  which  is  the  v«ry  thing  I  have 
already  proposed. 

I  shall  trespass  no  longer  oo  your  Excellency's  patience, 
than  to  mention,  that  Ihare  detained  the  copies  qf  those 
acts,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress.  But  if  they  dis- 
approve of  it,  I  shall  immediately  transmit  them. 

I  have  the  honor'  to  be,  8z;c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

TO   M.    DE   LA  LUZERNE. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  6th,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  be^n  honored  with  your  Excellency's  answer  of 
the  4th  to  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant.  I  am  sure  we  can- 
not difier  in  opinion.  It  is  impossible,  that  I  can  doubt  the 
wbdom  or  integrity  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  or  that 
you  can  doubt  his  desire  of  giving  further  assistance  to  the 
United  States.  As  to  the  mode  in  which  that  can  be  done, 
his  Majesty's  convenience,  and  the  situation  of  affairs  will 
best  determine  it.  1  wish  to  receive  pecuniary  aid,  and 
when  1  consider  the  importance,  I  am  led  to  expect  it. 
You  have  doubts  on  that  subject )  but  the  success  which 
has  followed  from  the  grants  already  made,  will  show  so 
clearly  the  utility,  that  you,  who  see  the  good  effects,  and 
who  are  so  zealously  attached  to  the  commoo  cause,  Will 
concur  with  me  in  your  efforts  also.  The  regard  you  have 
expressed  for  the  United  States,  and  which,  I  am  sure  you 
feel,  gives  me  the  highest  reason  to  expect  your  good  offi- 
ces on  all  occasions,  which  may  relate  to  their  welfare,  and 
particularly  those  in  the  line  of  my  department,  where  you 
are  fully  sensible  assistance  is  most  necessary. 

With  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    THE    COUNT   DE    ROCHAMBEAU. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  15th,  1781. 

?ir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  observd  to  your  Excellency,  that  ^ 
I  have  discharged  a  bill  drawn  on  rae  by  M.  Baulny,  in 
favor  of  M.  Roquebrune,  for  eighty  thousand  livres,  being 
in  paurt  payment  of  the. one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
llvresy  wiiich  you  were  so  kind  as  to  advance,  and  for 
which  I  beg^  leave  again  to  express  nny  grateful  sense  of 
obligation.  The  remaining  sum  of  sixtyfour  thousand 
livres,  I  hold  at  your  order,  and  had  determined  to  remit 
it;  but  having  accidentally  mentioned  the  matter  to  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  he  observed  to  me,  that  in  all 
probability,  you  would  want  money  rather  in  Philadelphia 
than  Virginia,  because  of  the  necessary  expense,  y/hich 
would  arise  in  transporting  stores  from  Boston.  Upon  this 
principle^  I  deferred  sending  forward,  until  I  should  hear 
from  youf  Excellency  on  the  subject.  M.  de  la  Luzerne 
has  also'  promised  me  to  mention  it  in  his  letters  to  you. 

Before  I  conclude  tbi^  letter,  I  must  trespass  one  short 

moment  on  your  patience,  to  express  my  congratulations 

on  the  important  and  splendid  success,  which  has  .crowned 

the  allied  arms  before  Yorktown.     My  voice.  Sir,  cannot 

add  to  that  glory,  which  the  public  sentiment  has  most  de- 

servedly  conferred ;  but  you  will  permit  me  to  as$ure  you 

•  of  the  high  gratificaticHi  it^gives  my  mind,  that  you  tve  so 

much  the  object  of  gratitude,  applause  and  esteem,  through* 

gout  the  United  States, 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
&c, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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CIRCULAR   TO    THE    GOVERNORS   OF   THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  17th,  1781. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  acts  of  Congress  of  the  30th 
of  October,  and  2d  instant,  which  were  handed  to  me  on 
the  4th ;   but  upon  a  perusal  of  them,  it  appeared  that 

;  some  things  had  escaped  the  attention  of  Congress;  where- 
fore, on  the  5th  I  bad  the  honor  of  writing' to  them  a  letter 
on  the  subject. 

In  this  letter  I  took  the  liberty  to  state  some  objections 
to  the  three  clauses  in  the  Act  of  the  2d,  which  follow 
immediately  after  the  apportionment.  I  shall  not  here 
repeat  those  objections.  They  lay  before  the  United 
States  in  Congress,  and  will  receive  such  mature  consid- 
eration, a^  is  becoming  the  wisdoni  of  that  sovereign  body. 
I  will  not  however  hesitate  to  declare  to  your  Excellency, 
that  it  vyas  my  wish  to  have  those  three  clauses  repealed. 

On  the  12th,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
passed  the  act,  of  which  a  copy  is  also  enclosed,  and  by 
which  your  Excellency  will  perceive,  diat  one  of  those 
clauses  is  repealed.  I  received  this  Act  on  the  36th,  and  I 
have  waited  until  this  day  the  further  order  of  Congress; 
hut  there  being  now  but  a  thin  representation,  so  that  biisi- 
ness  cannot  be  done  with  the  same  despatch  as  when  more 
States  are  present,  and  these  Acts  being  of  great  impor- 
tance, I  have  thought  it  best  immediately  to  forward  them. 
To  press  a  compliance  is  I  trust  unnecessary.   The  respect 

•  due  to  the  representation  of  America  will  speak  more  loudly 
and  more  effectually,  than  the  weak  voice  of  any  individual 
servant  they  may  have  employed.  I  shall  make  but  one 
observation.     The  present  requisition  is  very  moderate ; 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  17 

the  compriance,  therefore,  must  be  very  punctual,  for  de- 
lays are  equally  dangerous  and  expensive,  and  if  they 
should  happen,  the  people  must  be  burdened  with  new 
taxes  unnecessarily. 

With  great  respect,  &c.  , 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

c 

Mount  Vernoiiy  November  19th,  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  inform  you,  that  a  very  considerable  debt  has 
been  incurred  on  you  as  Financier  of  the  United  States, 
by  an  order  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  of  the  army  from 
the  goods  found  in  Yorktown ;  each  officer,  military  and 
staff,  iiaving  been  authorised  to  take  up  on  public  account, 
the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  Virginia  currency  ;  for  which 
Mr  Ross,  commercial  agent  of  this  State,  is  answerable 
to  the  merchants,  payable  in  tobacco ;  Mr  Ross  receiving 
the  amount  in  bills  upon  you  to  be  paid  in  six  months  from 
the  time  of  the  goods  being  taken.  The  returns  not  being 
handed  in,  I  am  unable  to  give  you  the  amount  with  any 
precision  ;  your  own  calculations  will  afford  you  the  -  sura 
with  a  degree  of  certainty. 

A  quantity  of  goods  found  on  board  a  cartel  in  York 
river,  and  which  have  been  judged  to  be  forfeit,  were  part 
suitable  for  the  army,  and  part  for  the  country  ;  the  latter, 
which  will  amount  to  a  considerable  sum,  are  to  be  sold 
at  public  vendue,  and  accounted  for. 

Knowing  the  state  of  your  finances,  I  have  studied  to 
keep  this  debt  within  its  most  moderate  bounds,  but  in 
spile  of  all  my  endeavors,  I  fear  you  will  find  it  but  too 

VOL.    XII.  3 


18  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

large.  I  hope^  to  have  given  you  some  assistance  frona 
the  military  chest  found  with  the  enemy,  but  unavoidable 
contingencies  of  the  army,  and  furnishing  the  Quarter 
Master  General  for  the  southern  army,  have  swallowed 
up  near  one  half  df  its  contents.  A  number  of  iron  can- 
non, being  unnecessary  for  our  use,  I  have  appropriated 
as  a  fund  for  the  discharge  of  the  debt  incurred,  and  they 
are  sent  to  the  head  of  the  Elk ;  this  with  the  other  funds 
may  possibly  amount  to  a  full  discharge  of  the  debt. 
I  am,  he. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  am  informed  by 
General  Lincoln,  wlio  is  come  up  since  I  left  Yorktown, 
that  the  whole  amount  of  the  goods  taken  by  the  officers 
and  on  public  account,  will  arise  to  about  thirteen  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling,  and  that  the  articles  sold  in  York- 
town,  at  public  vendue,  will  be  near  six  thousand  pounds. 

G.  W. 

TO   THE    GOVERNOR    OF    CONNECTICUT. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  80th,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
the  7th  instant,  and  am  much  obliged  by  the  attention 
you  have  been  pleased  to  pay  to  the  several  applications 
from  me,  which  are  noticed  in  it. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  receive  the  several  accounts 
you  have  promised,  because  the  final  settlement  of  all  ac- 
counts appears  to  me  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  I  hope 
such  measures  will  be  taken,  as  founded  in  justice  and 
propriety  will  meet  your  wishes,  and  be  agreeable  to  th  e 
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State,  over  which  you  so  worthily  preside.  I  hope  that  in 
future,  there  will  be  no  accounts  between  the  States  and 
the  United  States,  except  cash  accounts,  one  side  of 
which  will  consist  of  the  requisitions,  and  the  other  with 
the  payment  of  thera.  The  old  Continental,  which  is 
brought  in,  will,  1  hope,  be  forwarded  hither,  with  its  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  neW)  and  indeed  of  the  whole,,  both 
new  and  old,  as  soon  as  possible.  Both  shall  be  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  State. 

As  to  what  you  mention  of  the  tax  in  specie,  I  have  to 
observe,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  practice  here- 
tofore, I  hope  that  the  moneys  designed  for  the  general 
service  will  be  paid  into  the  Continental  Treasury,  and 
that  the  army  will  be  paid  from  thence.  This  I  conceive 
19  be  the  only  mode,  by  which  heart-burnings,  murmurs, 
and  complaints  can  be  avoided,  and,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
the  only  mode,  by  which  the  moneys  obtained  from  the 
people  can  be  applied  with  effect  and  economy. 

To  feed,  clothe,  and  pay  the  army,  form  a*  part  of  the 
objects  of  my  administration.  Clothing  I  have  received. 
Rations  I  have  contracted  for  in  some  degree,  and  f  shall 
extend  those  contracts.  Pay  will  also  be  advanced,  when 
the  treasury  will  admit  of  it.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request 
that  the  hard  money  collected,  and  collecting  in  your  State 
may  be  held  subject  to  my  drafts.  I  expect  that  the 
States  will  all  levy  taxes  sufficient  for  those  things  1  b^ve 
just  mentioned,  and  for  the  other  necessary  expenses. 
The  money  which  i^  submitted  to  my  disposal  shall  be 
faithfully  applied. 

That  the  requisitions  from  Congress  have  been  later 
than  was  to  have  been  wished,  is  indeed  to  be  lamented. 
That  body  have  so  many  objects,  which  call  on  their  at- 
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tention,  that  they  cannot  always  do  what  they  would  wish. 
Besides  this,  the  uncertain  situation  of  our  money  has  hith- 
erto greatly  increased  the  difficulties,  which  Congress  have 
labored  under,  and  you  will  permit  me  to  observe.  Sir, 
that  those  difficulties  are  not  a  little  to  be  attributed  to  the 
inattention  of  the  several  States.  But  your  Excellency 
will,  I  am  slire,  agree  with  me,«^hat  our  situation  requires 
joint  vigorous  exertions,  and  not  unavailing  complaints  and 
recriminations. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


BEFORT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  BON  BE9NARD0  D£  GALYEZ, 
MADE  TO  CONGRESS,  NOVEMBER  21  ST,  1781. 

The  Superintendent  of  Finance,  in  pursuance  of  the 
order  of  the  7th  instant,  pra^s  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Galvez. 

Sir, 

Your  letter,  dated  at  New  Orleans  the  22d  of  July, 
17S0,  has  been  received,  and  was  laid  before  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  on  the 
29th  of  September  following.  The  committee  to 
whom  that  letter  was  referred,  did  not  make  any  re- 
mittanccG  in  consequence  of  it,  nor  write  you  an 
answer,  because  the  dangers  attending  a  communica- 
tiouAwilh  you  at  that  time  were  too  great,  occasioned 
by  the  many  ships  of  war,  with  which  the  enemy  then 
infested  our  coast. 

I  am  now,  Sir,  directed  by  the  United  States  to 
express  to  you  the  grateful   sense  they  entertain  of 
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your  early  efforts  in  their  favor.  Those  generous 
efforts  gave  them  so  favorable  an  impression  of  your 
character,  and  that  of  your  nation,  that  they  have  not 
ceased  to  respect  you,  and  to  wish  for  an  intimate  con- 
nexion with  your  country.  Conceiving  it  to  be  for 
the  mutual  interest  of  Spain  and  North  America,  they 
have  an  earnest  wish,  that  as  the  cause  is  one,  and  Ihe 
enemy  one,  so  the  operations  against  him  may  be  con- 
tinued in  such  manner,  as  to  answer  the  great  pur- 
poses, which  all  have  in  view.  The  Jate  successes, 
which  have  crowned  the  combined  arms  of  France  and 
America  in  Virginia,  while  they  demonstrate  the 
benefits  which  flow  from  a  union  of  efforts,  will  at  the 
same  time,  lead  to  wholesome  reflections  on  the  man- 
ner in  which  that  union  has  been  cemented.  The 
French  and  American  soldier  marching  under  the  same 
banners,  enduring  the  same  fatigues,  bearing  the  same 
dangers,  and  bleeding  in  the  same  field  together, 
express  in  the  language  of  their  different  nations  the 
common  sentiment  of  fraternal  affection.  Let  me  con- 
gratulate you  very  much  on  this  success,  and  still  more 
on  the  sentiment,  by  which,  under  Providence,  Jt  has 
been  secured. 

With  respect  to  the  advance  made  by  your  Excel- 
lency, I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  two  reso- 
lutions of  Congress,  one  of  the  6th  of  February  last, 
and  the  other  of  the  7th  instant,  by  which  you  will 
perceive,  that  the  public  accounts  with  Mr  Pollock  are 
settled,  and  a  considerable  balance  carried  to  his  credit. 
In  these  accounts  is  included  a  part  of  your  advance, 
and  the  remainder  of-  it  is  contained  in  Mr  Pollock's 
account  with  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia.     This 
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latter  account  has  beea  refisrred  to  the  consideration  of 
that  Commonwealth,  and  I  trust  the  debt  to  Mr  Pol- 
lock will  be  acknowledged  by  them.  That  which  is 
due  from  the  United  States  to  Mr  Pollock  is  now  on 
interest  at  six  per  cent,  and  if  you  wish  that  the  sums 
which  he  has  appropriated  to  the  service  of  the  United 
States  out  of  those  advanced  by  3^our  Excellency 
should  be  credited  to  you,  on  transmitting  an  assign- 
ment thereof  from  Mr  Pollock,  it  shall  immediately  be 
done,  and  payment  will  be  made  both  of  the  princifial 
and  interest,  as  soon  as  the  situation  of  our  finances 
will  admit  of  it,  which,  from  the  present  prospect  of 
things,  may  happen  Id  a  shorter  apace  of  time,  than  the 
public  creditors  have  been  generally  led  to  expect. 
With  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


<c 


TO  M.   nS    LA   LUZ£RN£. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  2Sd,  1781. 

Sir, 
In  conversation  with  your  Excellency  last  evening, 
you  requested  me  to  wi;ite  to  you  on  the  subject  of  it, 
that  you  might  be  fully  possessed  of  my  sentiments. 
I  have  now,  thereibre,  the  honor  to  remind  you,  that 
some  time  in  the  month  of  May  last  you  promised  me 
that  I  should  draw  for  half  a  million  of  livres,  and 
shortly  after,  for  a  million  ^ore.  You  afterwards  ex- 
tended this  sum  to  two  millions  and  a  half,  and  on  the 
25th  of  September  last,  I  wrote  tp  you  on  the  subject, 
having  then  seen  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  you,  by  which   it  appeared,  that  your 
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edgagement  with  me  to  draw  for  the  sums  first  meoy- 
tioned  formed  one  objeet  of  that  cuhfereQce,  kut  that 
the  engagement  for  one  millioa  more  was  omitted. 

I  have  extended  my  engagemcfits  according  to  the 
extent  of  tihc  means,  which  I  was  induced  io  suppose 
in  mj  power,  and  therefore,  estimating  the  money 
and  supplies  the  States  would  probably  furnish,  and 
relying  on  tjbe  money  which  had  arrived,  that  which  I 
was  authorised  to  draw  for,  and  that  whisch  the  engage* 
ments  of  your  Court  had  led  me  to  expect,  my  views 
were  directed  to  all  those  resources.  I  shall  not  dwell 
on  the  consequences  of  my  efforts.  Enough^  of  them 
are  known  to  speak  for  themselves,  and  I  leave  to  your 
knowledge  and  observation  the  comparison  of  our  pub- 
lic affairs  now,  with  what  they  were  exactly  six  months 
ago.  I  will  (anly  say,  that  if  those  foundations,  on 
which  I  built,  are  removed,  my  past  labors  will  have 
been  thrown  away,  and  my  future  utility  absolutely 
destroyed.  , 

You  can  well  remember.  Sir,  what  I  have  often  told 
you  of  the  course  of  exchange.  I  have  raised  it  grad- 
ually since  I  first  commenced  my  operations,  and 
although  it  would  now  have  been  higher  than  it  is,  if 
the  quantity  of  bills  thrown  on  the  market  last  sum- 
mer  had  been  withheld  ;  yet  even  now,  at  fifteen 
pence  this  money  for  a  livre,  it  is  but  ten  per  cent 
below  par  ;  and  as  I  expect  shortly  to  raise  it  to  six- 
teen pence,  it  will  then  be  at  a  discount  of  only  four 
per  cent.  To  ^stain  these  operations,  if  for  no  other 
purpose,-  it  is  necessary  that  I  continue  to  draw  bills, 
for  certainly  a  remittance  cannot  be  made  so^  cheaply 
from   Europe.      But,   indeed,  my  present  demands. 
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arising  on  past  engagements,  are  very  great  and 
urgent,  so  that  if  I  do  not  continue  to  draw,  the  chest 
will  presently  be  empty,  which  will  be  known  as  soon 
as  it  happens,  and  then  I  am  again  at  the  mercy  of  the 
world.  I  will  dwell  no  longer  upon  this  subject,  but 
take  some  notice  of  another  matter,  which  stands,  in 
intimate  connexion  with  it. 

You  will  remember,  that  you  have  often  mentioned 
to  me  a  mistake  in  the  account,  of  which  you  delivered 
a  copy  to  Congress.  J^s  I  made  oo  doubt,  that  it 
would  be  properly  and  satisfactorily  explained,  I  have 
hitherto  restrained  myself  from  going  at  all  into  the 
subject.  But  it  now  becomes  my  duty  to  write  to  Dr 
Franklin  upon  it ;  and,  therefore,  I  wish  to  communi- 
cate to  you  my  sentiments,  while  I  request  you  to  use 
your  good  offices  with  the  Court  for  having  the  matter 
placed  on  its  proper  footing. 

The  note  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  of  the  i6th  of 
May  last,  shows  very  clearly  a  grant  of  the  three  following 
sums ;  four  millions  (o  Dr  Franklin  to  discharge  the  bills 
of  exchange  drawn  on  him  by  Congress ;  six  millions  a% 
a  gift  towards  the  operations  of  the  campaign;  and  ten 
millions  in  advance  of  the  loan  to  he  opened  in  Holland, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  twenty  millions.  The  first  sum 
of  four  millions,  appears  evidently  to  have  been  for  pay- 
ment of  the  bills  drawn  to  discharge  the  interest  of  ban 
office  certificates,  according  to  the  original  engagement, 
which  the  Court  entered  into  with  thei  American  Commis- 
sioners. Of  the  money  granted  by  the  Court,  there  has 
been  advanced,  as  appears  by  the  account  you  dc^livered 
to  the  committee,  in  warlike  stores  and  money,  to  Colonel 
Laurens,    four   millions   seven   hundred  and    eightynine 
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thousand  one  l^undred  and  nine.livres;  and  to  purchase 
the  remainder  of  the  articles  demanded  by  him,  three  hun- 
dred and  ninetyseven  thousand  livres.  For  the  bills  of 
exchange  drawn  by  Congress  on  their  Minister,  I  will 
suppose  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  Count  de  Vergennes' 
note,  viz.  four  millions,  and  I  will  add  for  my  drafts,  one 
million  and  a  half,  being  what,  as  1  have  already  observed, 
you  first  promised.  Thus  the  whole  amount  of  these 
sums  is  ten  millions  six  hundred  and  eighty  six  thousand 
one  hundred  and  nine  livres,  and  the  balance,  which  I 
conceive  to  be  subject\to  my  disposition,  is  nine  millions 
three  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninetyone  livres.  As  to  replacing  the  cargo  of  the  Fay- 
ette, which  is  mentioned  in  your  account,  [  do  not  take 
notice  of  it,  because  I  wish  that  it  may  not  have  happened, 
and  because  if  it  has  been  made,  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
deduct  it  when  the  articles  shall  have  been  actually  deliv- 
ered. The  loss  of  that  ship,  and  the  detention  of  one  of 
the  transports  laden  by  Colonel  Laurens,  have  already 
compelled  me  to  make  heavy  expenditures.  Among  these 
I  will  mention  the  purchase  of  lead  some  time  ago,  and  a 
late  purchase  of  clothing  to  a  very  large  amount,  a  part 
of  whieh  1  am  now  paying  for,  and  the  remainder  is  to  be 
paid  in  three,  six,  and  nine  months  from  the  date  of  my 
engagements. 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  what  1  conceive  to  be  the 
clear  state  of  the  account  between  us  and  your  Court. 
This  will  be  transmitted  to  Dr  Franklin,  and  I  hope  it  will 
meet  with  your  approbation,  and  support.  As  I  have  , 
nearly  drawn  for  twelve  hundred .  thousatid  livred,  I  must 
request  your  compliance  with  your  original  engagement, 
tliat  I  may  extend  my  drafts  so  as  to  include  the  remain- 
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ing  three  hundred  thousand ^"^  necessary  to  conoplete  the  one 
million  and  a  half,  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  account. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  be  iaformed,  Sir,  whether  any  more 
money  has  been  shipped  on  account  of  the  United  States. 
I  shall  immediately  take  measures  to  draw  on  account  of 
the  balance  already  mentioned,  as  our  necessities  require 
it ;  iind  if  in  the  mean  time,  so  much  shall  have  been 
shipped,  as  that  my  bills  exceed  the  balance  due,  I  shall 
^expect  that  they  will  be  punctually  paid,  and  I  will  readily 
repay  that  excess  out  of  the  moneys  so  shipped,  to  the  use 
of  your  army  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sz;c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   M.   DE   hA   LUZERNE. 
^  Office  of  Fipance,  November  26tii,  1781 . 

Sir,  ^ 

The  letter,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on 
the  24th  instant,  was  delivered  yesterday  morning,  and  I 
take  this  early  opportunity  to  acknowledge  it;  As  you 
have  assured  me,  that  you  cannot  know  dny  accbunt,  which 
is  not  conformable  to  the  instructions  his  Majesty's  Minis* 
ter  has  addressed  to  you,  I  shall  spare  your  Excellency 
the  trouble  of  my^  remarks.  But  as  you  say,,  that  your 
letter  of  the  26th  of  September  last  could  not  have  left  me 
the  shadow  of  a  hope'  on  the  subject  of  further  drafts, 
your  Excellency  wil|  pardon  one  observation.  Those 
precise  orders  from  your  Court,  received  by  Colonel  Lau- 
rens, which  compel  you  now  to  prohibit  my  further  drafts, 
permitted  you  then,  in  consequence  of  the  observations  I 
had  the  honor  of  making  to  you,  an  extent  of  nearly  three 
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hundred  thousand  livres.  It  is  my  duty  to  trespass  one 
moment  longer  on  your  Excellency's  patience,  while  I 
take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that  I  can  by  no  means  con- 
sider purchases  made  for  any^  particular  State  in  the  Union 
as  properly  chargeable  to  the  United  States* 

With  the  niost  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  1  have  the 

boiior  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

^  OfficeofFinance,  November  27th,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  who  is  about  to  sail  for 
France,  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  this  letter,  and, 
consistently  with  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  23d  instant,  I 
must  request  you  to  communicate  it  to  him,  and,  from 
time  to  time,  to  take  his  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  the  busi* 
ness,  which  I  must  recommend  to  your  particular  attention. 
The  affairs  of  my  department  are  of  a  nature  not  to  re- 
quire concealment;  but,  even  if  that  were  not  the  case,  I 
have  such  (lerfect  confidence,  as  well  in  the  prudence  of 
the  Marquis,  as  in  his  attachment  to  this  country,  that 
the  acts  of  Congress  out  of  the  question,  I  should  feel  a 
pleasure  in  making  him  acquainted  with  my  views  and 
wishes.  Indeed,  I  expect  that  his  zeal  and  activity  will  go 
far  in  smoothing  the  way  towards  the  accomplishment 'of 
those  objects,  which  your  Excellency  may  have  to  solicit. 

In  order  that  you  may  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
situation  of  pur  affairs,  I  siiall  previous  to  my  observations  * 
on  the  supplies  to  be  asked  for  the  next  canrpaign,  take 
some  notice  of  the  efforts  I  have  made,  and  am  daily  re- 
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iterating,  to  obtain  supplies  from  the  several  States,  upon 
the  various  requisitions,  which  Congress  have  already 
made,  and  to  operate  a  settlement  of  past  accounts,  and 
to  procure  proper  funds  for  the  public  debts.  I  shall  also 
make  some  remarks  as  to  the^  prospect  of  future  supplies 
in  this  country,  iand  on  those  which  have  already  been 
granted  by  the  Court  of  France. 

Thp  papers  enclosed  relate  chiefly  to  the  former  requi- 
sitions of  Congress.  You  will  observe.  Sir,  that  by  an 
act  of  the  28th  of  June  last,  I  was  directed  to  press  a  com- 
pliance with  those  requisitions,  and  it  is  in  consequence 
thereof,  that  my  circular  letter  of  the  6th  of  July  was  writ*- 
ten.  The  demands  of  Congress  were  twofold ;  some 
for  specific  supplies  of  the  produce  of  the  several  States, 
the  others  for  money.  It  may>  be  proper  here  to  observe, 
that  tbe  manner  of  doing  public  business  had  been  such, 
that  it  was  not  merely  difficult,  but  absolutely  impracticable 
to  state  apy  accounts  in  the  clear  satisfactory  manner, 
which  ought  always  to  be  wished,  even  in  private  life,  but 
which  in  public  life  is  of  the  last  importance.  1  do  not 
mention  this  to  cast  any  reflection  or  aspersion ;  for  the 
evil  resulted  more  from  the  want  of  arrangement,  than  the 
faults  of  any  particular  men.  But  it  is  right  to  take  notice 
of  the  circumstance,  because,  in  the  course  pf  what  I  am 
about  to  write,  the  want  of  such  accounts  cannot  but  ap- 
'  pea^.  I  shall  S8(y  nothing  as  to  the  ill  effects  of  demanding 
generally  a  contribution  of  specified  articles ;  my  opinions 
on  that  subject  will  appear  from  the  enclosed  papers,  and 
experience  has  taught,  that  such  contributions  are  no 
longer  to  be  relied  on.  At  the  same  time,  I  declare  iiow, 
that  in  some  degrjpe  it  must  still  take  place,  for  reasons^ 
which  will  be  mentioned  at  the  proper  time. 
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As  the  letter  last  rnentioned  contains  no  statement  of  the 
accounts,  I  wrote  on  the  16tb  of  July  another,  containing 
the  cash  account  of  each  State,  as  extracted  from  the  trea- 
sury books ;  a  statement,  however,  which  I  knew  to  be 
imperfect,  for  causes  not  necessary  to  be  repeated.  On 
the  25th  of  July,.!  wrote  another  circular  letter,  and  in 
which  was  enclosed  a  statement  of  the  several  demands  for 
specific  supplies.  These  were  considerable,  and  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  a  very  great  part  of  them  still  remains  to  be 
delivered  at  this  day ;  but  there  have  yet  come  to  my 
hands  no  accounts  by  which  to  determine  the  balances. 
What  is  said,  as  to  the  settlement  of  accounts  in  this  letter, 
will  be  honored  with  your  notice  presently.  You  will  now 
observe,  that  I  therein  request  ifiibrmation  as  to  the  revenue 
laws,  which  have  been  passed,  the  mode  of  collecting  taxes, 
the  moneys  in  their  treasuries,  the  various  appropriations 
of  it,  and  the  different  paper  currencies  in  the  several 
States.  'To  your  Excellency,  it  is  unnecessary  to  observe, 
that  my  object  was  to  obtain  proper  materials,  on  which  to 
ground  my  future  expectations,  and  to  form  efficacious  sys- 
tems of  revenue  and  expenditure.  I  have  the  mortifica- 
tion,.  however,  to  mention,  that  no  accurate  or  satisfactory 
answers  have  been  received  to  these  questions ;  and  when 
I  tell  you,  that  I  am  not  much  deceived  in  my  expecta- 
tions, you  will  readily  form  the  proper  conclusions,  as  to 
the  relaxed  habit  of  administration  in  this  country.  I  wish 
you  to  be  fully  possessed  of  our  situation,  and  that  you 
may  convey  a  clear  idea  of  it  to  the  Court  of  Versailles. 
This  will  be  useful  to  the  common  cause.  I  trust  that  I 
need  not  remind  you  how  advantageous  it  would  be  for  us 
to  know  as  fully  the  real  situation  of  France. 
The  low  state  of  public  credit,  for  the  want  of  solid 
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funds  to  support  it,  bad  induced  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress, to  call  for  an  impost  of  Qve  per  cent  on  all  goods 
imported,  and  on  ail  prizes  and  ppize  goods,  to  be  granted 
for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debts 
contracted,  or  which  might  be  contracted,  during  the  pre- 
sent war.  Some  of  the  States  had  complied  with  this  de- 
mand. The  two  more  Southern  States  were  in  such  dis- 
order, that  a  compliance  from  jhem  could  not  reasonably* 
be  expected ;  neither  was  it  relied  on,  as  you  doubtless 
have  Remarked,  on  reading  the  resolutions  of  the  3d  of 
February  upon  that  subject,  which  must  have  reached  you 
before  this  day.  On  the  27th  of  July,  therefore,  I  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode,  Island,  New 
York,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  North  Carolina.  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  tliat  the  States  of  New  York, 
Delaware,  and  North  Carolina,  have  since  complied  with 
the  demand  of  Congress,,  and  I  am  convinced  that  they 
will,  in  the  laudable  step,  be  speedily  followed  by  the  other 
States.  In  the  mean  time,  we  must  patiently  wait  the 
event.  Such  things  require  time,  and  since  we  cannot 
command  obedience,  we  muiit  stay  for  the  assent  of  con- 
.  viction. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  President 
of  Congress,  enclosing  those  already  mentioned.  On  this 
letter  it  is  necessary  to  say  nothing  more,  than  that  it  met 
with  the  approbation  of  the  several  members,  who  have,  I 
believe,  written  such  letters  to  their  res|>ective  States  as  I 
desired. 

My  letter  of.the  15th  of  September,  to  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  was,  as  your  Excellency  will  perceive,  al- 
though the  Sfittlement  of  past  acct)unts  is  mentioned  in  it, 
written  in  answer  to  his  of  the  23d  of  August,  in  which  he 
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tells  me,  that  he  will  lay  the  business  of  the  impost  law 
candidly  before  the  Legislature,  but  thinks  it  will  go  heavily 
throtiglK  I  sball  add  nothing  here  to  what  is  said  in  that 
letter. 

My  letter  of  the  20th  of  September  to  the  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  written  so  particularly,  in  consequence 
of  the  authorities  they  had  confided  by  their  resolutions. 
I  wrote  to  you  respecting  these  resolutions^  and  my  plans 
founded  on  them,  the  2ist  of  July,  and  I  just  mention  here, 
by  the  way,  that  this  plan  has  not  been  in  any  degree  exe- 
cuted, for  reasons  not  necessary  to  be  at  present  enlarged 
upon.  My  letter  to  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
the  enclosures  referred  to  in  it^as  accounts  of  which  I  send 
you  copies,  will  need  no  explanation,  dniess  it  be  to  men- 
tion that  this  State  had  issued  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  secured  with  interest  on  certain  lands  near  the 
city,  which  is  now  nearly  paid  by  the  sales  of  these  lands, 
and  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  more  not  bearing  inter- 
est, which  was  funded  upon  the  Land  Office,  the  dues  to 
which  were  estimated  at  a  much  larger  sum.  I  have  sent 
this  letter,  as  also  my  private  letter  of  the  1 6th  of  October, 
to  Governor  Nelson,  merely  that  you  may  be  well  apprized 
of  the  incessant  attention,  which  is  paid  here  to  call  forth 
oiu:  own  resources.  I  miglit  have  added  many  other  let- 
ters to  particular  States  on  particular  occasions,  but  I  dare 
say  you  will  find  this  letter  sufficiently  voluminous. 

Before  I  quit  this  subject  of  the  past  requisition  of  Con- 
gress, I  must  add  that,  notwithstanding  my  pressing  in- 
stances, very  litde  hard  money  has  been  obtained  from 
the  States;  not  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
during  my  whole  ^administration.  There  has,  indeed, 
been  drawn  forth  some  considerable  specific  supplies  of 
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provision,  and  there  is  on  hand  a  great  deal  of  paper 
money.  From  the  former  oiir  army  has  been  prin- 
cipally maintained,  and  indeed  there  is  n  small  advance 
made  to  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  which  I  mean  to  be 
in  part  of  your  protnise  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  and^ 
I  here  repeat  to  you  my  determination  to  comply  with  it  as 
speedily  as  any  convenience  will  possibly  admit. 

As  to  the  paper  money,  it  is  of  no  use^  although  it  is  ne- 
cessary, for  evident  reasons,  to  receive  it  in  taxes.  But 
the  confidence  of  the  people  is  so  entirely  lost,  that  for  the 
present  no  bills  of  credit  whatever  can  be  made  use  of  as 
money.  I  hope  that  the  taxes  laid  and  collecting  in  roost 
of  the  States,  will  bring  in  all  this  useless  load  by  the  mid- 
dle of  next  summer ;  and  I  have  some  expectation,  that 
the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Delaware,  will  be  entirely  rid  of  it  by  the  spring.  If  I 
could  buy  anything  with  it,  I  would  not,  until  the  last  ne- 
cessity ;  but  it  will  buy  nothing,  so  that  it  must  be  burnt  as 
soon  as  it  honestly  can. 

The  picture  I  have  already  given  of  this  country  will  not 
be  pleasing  to  you.  Truth  bids  me  add,  that  it  will  admit 
of  a  higher  coloring.  But  'what  else  could  be  expected 
from  us  ?  A  revolution,  a  war ;  the  dissolution  of  govern- 
ment, the  creating  of  it  anew ;  cruelty,  rapine,  and  devas- 
tation  in  the  midst  of  our  very  bowela.  These,  Sir,  are 
circumstances  by  no  means  favor.able  to  finance.  The 
wonder,  then  is,  that  we  have  done  so  much,  that  we  have 
borne  so  much,  and  the  candid  world  will  add,  that  we 
have  dared  so  much.  I  could  take  up  much  of  your  time 
in  recapitulating  many^  less  matters,  which  have  tended  to 
weaken  the  exertions  we  have  otherwise  been  capable  of. 
The  confused  state  of  public  accounts,  and  the  deplorable 
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shuation  of  credit  for  want  df  funds  to  aecure,  or  means  to 
redeem,  the  debt,  for  which  the  public  faith  is  pledged, 
are,  however,  of  such  important  operation,  that  I  must  not 
pass  them  over  in  silence. 

Iq  the  enclosures  your  Excellency  will  nave  per* 
ceived,  that  I  have  noticed  the  effects,  which  follow 
from  the  want  of  a  final  settlement  of  accounts.  Rep* 
resentations  on  the  subject  of  these  accounts,  and  also 
of  certificates  given  by  public  officers  in  the  Commis- 
sary's and  Quarter  Master's  Departments  for  articles 
taken  from  the  people  had  been  made  by  some  of  the 
States  to  Congress.  The  impost  asked  for  by  Con- 
gress was,  I  have  already  observed,  for  the  funding  of 
our  debts.  On  the  .13th  of  October,  I  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  several  loan  officers,  in  which  I  expressly  pro- 
hibit the  issuing  of  any  more  Loan  Office  certifi- 
cates. The  reason  for  this  order  will  appear  mere 
clearly  from  the  latter  part  of  my  letter  to,  the  several 
Governors  of  the  16th  of  October. 

I  do  hope  and  expect,  that  some  methods  will 
speedily  be  adopted  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  for  settlement  of  the  public  accounts,  as  also 
to  liquidate  the  several  certificates  given  by  the  public 
officers,  and  to  provide  revenues  for  funding  the  public 
debts.  The  last  of  these  objects  must  not,  however, 
be  urged  with  too  much  rapidity.  The  impost  law  is 
not  yet  passed,  and  is  the  first  step.  When  that  shall 
have  been  taken,  it  will  give  room  fdr  urging  what 
further  may  be  necessary.  In  the  meantime,  there  is 
a  well  grounded  expectation,  that'  the  clamors  of  oiir 
creditors  will  induce  the  several  Legislatures  to  com- 
voL.  xir.  5 
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ply  with  the  requisitiops  of  Congreas  upon  that  sub- 
ject. 

From  what  has  been  said^iyour  Excellency  will 
perceive^  that  the  prospect  of  future^  supplies  from  the 
several  States,  is  by  no  mean«i.  Vvery  brilli9(nt.  I  ^send 
you  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  ^dth  of  Oetoher,  calling 
for  eight  millions  of  doUarSy  the  Act  of  the  2d  instant 
'  apportioning  that  demand  ampng  the  several  States;, 
and  the  Act  of  the  Idth  instant,  repealing  (in  conse- 
quence of  my  letter  of  the  5th)  a  part  of  the  Act  of  the 
2d,  My  circular  letter  of  the  17th,  en^slosing  tbo^e 
Acts  to  the  Governors,  will  close  what  I  have  to  say 
on  the  subject.  But  I  must  observe  to  you  on  my 
letter  of  the  5th  to^  the  President  of  Congress,  that 
although  it  is  strictly  true,  that  I  had  not  aeen  the 
estimates  as  mentioned  in  that  letter,  yet  it  is- equally 
true,  that  until  the  business  was  nearly  completed,  I ,, 
was  supposed  to  have  seen  them,  and  when  the  con«- 
trary  was  suggested,  they  would  have  been  sent  from 
Congress,  but  that  so  few  States  were  represented,  as 
that  only  the  number  absolutely  necessary  to  pass  si^ch 
requisitions  were  the^  present,  and  same  of  the  repri^- 
sentatives  of  those  few  were  about  to  depart,  where- 
fore it  was  waved.  I  have  further  to  remark  on  the 
estimates  themselves,  that  they  are  only  for  the  feed- 
ing  and  paying  the  army.  The  expense  of  recruiting 
that  army,  of  moving  it  from  place  to  place,  the  heavy 
articles  of  clothing  and  ordnance,  with  expense  of  the 
hospitals,  and'the  long  train,  whic^i  is  comprehended 
under  the  title  of  contingencies,  is  totally  unprovided 
for.  Defective^as.  it  is,  I  have  no  hope  that  it  will  be 
complied  with.     The  great  arrearage  of  unfunded  debt, 
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the '  cttinbroQs  load  of  Useless  papery  the  multiplied 
ma«s  of  certifieatesy  the  distracted  situatipn  of  the  more 
sotttherd  States,  the  xavages  which  have  been  made  in 
them,  the  total  loas  of  their  commerce,  the  real  want 
of  eoin  in  many  States,  and  the  equal  want  of  system 
in  all.  These,  Sir>  are  circumstances,  which  forbid 
the  most  sanguine  temper  to  expect  a  full  compliance. 
It  shall  be  my  business,  as^  it  is  my  '  duty,  to  get  as 
much  as  I  can,  and  for  this  purpose,  I  shall  make  com- 
positions ;  where  it  is  necessary^  take  articles  of  pro- 
visions in  lieu  of  money  and  the  like.  Still,  however, 
I  am  convinced,  thatt  I  shall  not  get  what  is  asked  for, 
and  indeed  I  do  not  expect  any  part  of  it,  before  the 
middle  of  next  campaign. 

I  have  said,  that  I  will  make  some  remarks  on  the 
supplies  already  furnished  by  France.  It  is  necessary 
to  do  this,  as  well  because  I  dm  so  unfortunate  as  to 
differ  a  little  in  opinion  an  the  subject  with  the  Minis- 
ter o>f  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  here,  as  because  the 
demands  we  are  to  make  on  the  Court  for  the  next 
year,  will  depend  on  the  compliances,  which  have 
been,  and  shall  be,  made  with  the  grants  for  the 
present  year. 

It  was  a  point  understood  in  Congress  very  early, 
that  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  would  pay  the  interest 
of  certain  moneys  to  be  borrowed  by  Congress  in 
America.  Your  Excellency'  knows  better  than  any 
other  linan  what  passed  on  that  subject.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  absurd  in  me  to  recapitulate  it.  Those 
cireumstanees  which  .  rendered  an  express  stipulation 
improper  then,  have  introduced  much  delicacy  into  it 
now;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  expect  that  the  Court 
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will  recur  to  a  formal  acknowledgement  of  what^  was 
then,  perhaps,  rather  a  personal,  than  national,  obliga- 
tion. But  Ido  expedt  that  the  payment  of  that  in- 
terest will  be  provided '  for  as  heretofore,  without 
considering  the  moneys  appropriated  to  that  purpose, 
as  a  relief  to  us  in  carrying  on  the  war;  You  will 
have  8een>  Sir,  from  the  course  of  my  letters  how 
much  it  is  an  object  with  me'to  collect  from  ourselves 
the  revenues  necessary  to  lighten  our  debits.  There  is 
a  variety  of  reasons  for  It,  which  I .  will  not  repeat. 
Among  them,  iiowever,  this  is  one,  that  I  wish  to 
rem^ove  th^  load  from  FranceF  to  ourselves.  It  will  in 
the  end  be  the  same  thing  ;  because,  in  proportion  as 
our  resources  here  are  appropriated,  we  must  ask  help 
there.  But  it  would  be  better,  that  the  people  were 
taught  to  look  at  home  for  the  basis  of  national  credit, 
because  there  alone >it  can  be  found.  I  should  not  have 
mentioned  this  matter,  but  that  you  will  find  it  noted 
in  the  correspondence  between  the  Ghevalier  de  la 
Luzerne^  and  myself,  of  which  ^copies  are  enclosed. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  M.  Gerard,  it  was  un- 
derstood that  FVance  would  supply  us  with  the  cloth- 
ing and  warlike  stores  which  might  be  necessary,  and 
therefore  it  was,  that  Colonel  Laurens,  when  in 
France,  labored  to  prevent  a  deduction  from  the  'sub- 
sidy of  six  millions  on  account  of  the  articles  furnished 
to  him.  As  I  am  persuaded  that  his  efforts  were  in 
consequence  of  your  advice,  and  in  concert  with  you, 
I  shall  say  nothing  more  upon  that  Aubject^  only  to 
lament  that  the  Court  have  differed  from  you  in  opin- 
ion, and  to  acquiesce  in  their  determination,  on  the 
priliciple,  that  those  who  give  have  a  right  to  dispose 
of  that  ^hich  is  given. 
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By  a  note  from  the  Count  de  Vergeoiies,  of  which 
I  enclose  a  copy,  I  perceive  thait  the  Ck>urt  granted  the 
United  States  as  a  gift^  ^ix  millions ;  advanced  to  you 
four  millions  to  pay  the  bills  which  might  be  drawn  on 
you ;  and  became  security  for  a  loan  of  ten  millijans  ; 
the  amount  of  which  was  to  be  advanced  from  the 
royal  treasury,  in  case  the  loan  should  fail  of  success. 
The  expression,  as  to  thislast  object,  is  strong,  namely, 
that  his  Mtgesiy  wUl  see  himself  under  the  neeessUy  of 
supplying  the  dejiciency^  aUhough,  in  the  former  part  of 
the  note  it  is  said,  that  he  will  supply  it  from  his  own 
finances  cls  soon  as  possible.  >  An  expression  which, 
while  at  the  first  blush  it  makes  an  earnestness  of  afiec- 
tioa,  may  be,  and  in  fact  has  been,  construed  into  a 
kind  of  cautionary .  provision.  Your  Excellency  will 
also,  I  doubt  not,  observe  what  is  there  said  of  the 
appropriation  of  the  gift,  the  last  two  millions  whereof, 
as  is  already  observed,  we  did  not  expect  to  find  there. 

Enclosed  also  is  an  account  delivered  by  the  Minister 
of  France  in  the  month  of  Se[!)tember  to  a  committee  of 
Congress,  which  had  been  appointed  to  confer  with  him. 
There  are  strikhig  difierences  between  this  account  and 
the  note  last  mentioned «  But  by  this  account  it  appears, 
that  it  was  the  design  of  the  Court  to  maice  the  advances 
of  the  present  year  distinct  from  all  past  transactions. 
From  whence  this  conclusion  at  least,  will  follow,  that 
such  of  the  bills  drawn  by  Congress,  either  on  yourself, 
or  on  their  agents  in  Spain,  or  Holland,  as  you  may  have 
discharged  before  the  commencement  of  the  present  year, 
are  not  to  be  deducted  from  the  sums  mentioned  in  the 
Count  de  Vergenoes',  note.  Now  that  I  am  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  will  observe  to  you,  Sir,  that  I  have  determined  to 
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phev^fit  that  dreukoiii.  negoti^tttiob  qt  biUei^  vfbieh  ba^'so 
intich  perplexed  abd  dsftrdssed  you,  tand  iiave  .for  that 
reason  stopped  many  of  those  already  drawni  as  will  prea* 
eiitly  appear«  Anotbet*  obseifv^tioD  to  be  made  on  this 
aooount  is,  that  no  notice  is  takeo  of  the  four  itiillions  ex- 
pressly mentioned  ia  the  Count  ,de  Verg^imes'  notej  mi 
granted  to  you  for  paymentjof  bills  drawn  by  Coi^res^  • 

A  third  observation  is,  that  the  hrtieles  marked  •  B^  and 
the  article  number  two,  C^  which  together ^n>ount  to  the, 
sum  of  six  miUion  six  hundred  iii^d  eigbtysix  thousand  one 
hundred  and  nine  liVres,  are  all  charged  $s  being  exjftended 
to  the  order  of  Colonel  Laurens.  But  by  the  Count  de 
Vergenites'  letter  .to  you  of  the  8lh  6f  June  last)  it  appears^ 
that  Colonel  Laureus  was  to  have  had  the  edmmand  lof 
no  other  than  the  six  itiillion  livresj  giren  by  ibe  King* 
Indeed  tbe  Count's  noteuf  the  16th  of  M-ajF  shoWs  the 
same  thing*  The  letter  of  the  8th  of  June  just  mentioned^ 
shows  clearly  the  opinion  6f  the.  Court  on  another,  point 
of  very  great  importance,  namely^  that  the  whole  ten  mil- 
lion livres,  to  be  advanced  for  tlie  loan,  are,  as  in  effect 
they  ought  to  be,  subject  to  the  disposition  t>f  the  United' 
States  only.  A  fourth  observation  is,  that  the  article  A 
three,  B  two,  and  C  one,  amounting  to  four  millions  three 
hundred  thousand  livres,  were,  or  were  to  have  been,  in 
your  possession  for  payment  of  bilk.  If  to  thi?  be  added 
four  million  livres,  granted  for  that  express  purpose,  of  which 
no  mention  is  made  in  tb^  account,  it  would  follow,  that 
you  woold  have  eight  millions  three  hundred  thousand 
livres  at  your  disposal ;  and  this  leads  mje  to  consider  the 
amount  of  the  demands,  which  could  be  made  on  you. 

These  cannot  be  precisely  ascertained,  but  the  paper 
number  seventeen,  contains  the  best  estimate  in  my  power. 
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The  fir$t  six  articles  of,  this  estiraaie  contaia  all  the  bills, 
wbicb  bav^  been  .drawn  upon^  you,  excepting  soioe  interest 
bills,  which  althpugb  nracle  om  had  not  been  delivered  to 
the  people  before  the  tst  of  April  last.  These  amount  to 
ten  millions  six  hundred  and  seventyone  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fiftysix  livres,  thirteen  sols,  four  denierf. 
The  article  oumhep  seven,  is  the  whole  apiount  of  guilders 
drawa  for ;  the  Iat  greater  part  of  which  I  have  detamed, 
as  you  will  perceive  by  the  article  number  eight.  The 
balance  it  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  exactly  in  livres, 
because  it  must  depend  upon  the  course  of  exchange ;  but 
at  two  livres  ibr  a  .guilder,  the  whole  oi  the  bills  actually 
negotiated  on  Holland,  will  amoMPt  to  one  million  ninety^ 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twentynine  livres.  Tbe 
artiofle  number  nine,  is  the  aniount  of  bills  drawn  on  Spain, 
of  which  a  considerable  part  has  been  paid  by  Mr  Jay, 
and  a  part,  somewhat  more  considerable,  is  destroyed. 
These  parts  are  contained  in  tbe  articles  ten  and  eleven. 
The  balance  (calculated  at  the  value  of  a  dollar  in  France, 
which  will,  I  suppose,  be  as  much  as  it  can  cost)  amouQits 
to  one  million  seventyseven  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighteen  4ivres.  So  thai;  the  whole  of  those  bills,  which 
by  any  means  wliataver  could  have  come  upon  you  for 
payment,  will  be  twelve  millions  eight  hundred  andi  forty- 
three  thou/Band  four  hundred  and  three  livres,  thirteen  sols, 
four  deniers^  and  from  this  sum  vi^ry  considerable  deduc- 
tions are  to  be  made.  The  article  number  twelve,  which 
is  the  first  of  them,  contains  the  exact  amount  of  the 
several  bills  for  interest,  wbicb  were  negotiated  previously 
to  the  first  of  April  last. 

It  may.  be  objected,  that  these  bills  will  many  of  them 
be  payable  during  the  present  yeas,  which  indeed  is  true, 
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and  for  tbat  reason,  I  bav^  added  to  the  bottom  of  die 
account  the  extent  of  one  year's  interest  on  Loan  Ofiiee 
certrfieates,  and  which  bfiiore  than  trill,!  believe,  be  pre- 
sented. The  n6xt  article,  nunfib^r  thirteen^  is  for  bife 
which  hkd  been  drawn  on*  you,  and  have  beer*  stopped  by 
mer  The  article  hi^mber  fodrteen,'is>  ybu  will  perceive, 
for  bills,  which  in  all  human  probability  wHi^havts  been 
paid  during  the  last  year.  The  certainty  of  tbii^  transac- 
tion is  doubtless  with  you,  find  what  we  n'e  now  upon  is 
an  estimate,  ucft  an  account.  The  remarking  articles^spenk 
clearly  for  themselves  ;  wherefore  I  conceive  myseit  well 
founded  in  making  the  amoiimc.df  deductiot^  in  this  esti- 
mate, nine  millions  t}ne  htindred  and  ^ixtythree  thousand 
two  hundred  and  si^t)[five  livres ;  so  that  after  induding 
one  year  s '  ihtetest,  as  is  already  nfientioned,  the  total  is 
five  millions  eight  hundred  and  seventythree  thousand  one 
hundred  and  twentyeight  livrfes,  thirteen  sols,,  and  foof 
deniers;  and  from  this  there  must  be  dome  deductions, 
because^  undoubtedly  you  hate  pdid  som^  of  the  biHs 
drawn  on  Spain  and  Holland  before  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary last.  I  have  mentioned  no  ^rh  fbr  this  purpose,  but 
in  order  to  be  within  bounds|,  I  will'  suppose  it  to  be  only 
thre^  hundred  and  seventythree  '  thousand  ,one  hundred 
and  twentyeight  Ijvres,  thirteen  sol^  and'  foiii'  deniers, 
and  then  the  extent  of  the  biffs'  jHHya'ble  by'you  in  the 
year  liSl ,  wiH  be  five  '  million^  and  a  half  tjf  livres ; 
and,  therefore,  the  four  millions  granted  'by  the' Court,  and 
the  million  and  ^  half  ^id  to  be  stopped  by  you  in'  ttol- 
landi  will  apply  to  this  demafid. 

As  the  last  mentioned  sum  appears  by  the  Count  de 
Vergennes'  note,  to  have  been  part  of  that;  which  Was 
ghren  by  the  Court,  this  state  of  the  matter  will  leave  clear 
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the   ten  million  livres  to  have  been  loaned,   and  seems 
properly  to  consist  with  the  Count's  note  of  the   1 6th  of 
May,  and  his  letter  to  you  of  the  8th  of  June  following.     I 
have  mentioned  above,  4hat  in  making  the  deduction  for 
bills  paid  previous  to  the  year  1781,  I  meant  to  be  within 
bounds.     It  is  proper  to  give  a  reason  why  I  supposed 
that  deduction  to  be  so.     I  have  already  made  one  re* 
mark  oti  the  article  A  one  two  and   F,  in  the  account 
officially   communicated    by  the  Minister  of   France    in 
September  last.     From  those  articles  it  appears  at  least 
that 'three  million  livres  were  advanced  for  the  payment  of. 
bills  last  year.     The  amount  of  the  interest  bills,  I  have 
already  stated  as  being  in  the  extent,  two  millions  one 
hundred    and    niuetvthree    thousand   nine    hundred   and 
ninety  livres,  to  this  sum  must  be  added  one  hundred  and 
forty  four  thousand  livres,  due  to«M.  B^anmarchais,  and 
the  one  hundred  and  twentyfive  thousand  livres  deducted 
in  the  estimate,  as  having  been  drawn  for  by   the  Resolu- 
tions of  the   19th  of  May,  1780.     These  sums  together 
amount  to  two  millions   four  hundred  and  sixtytvvo  thou« 
sand  nine  hundred. and  ninety  livres;  to  which  I  will  add 
for  contingencies  one  hundred  and  thirty  seven  thousand 
and  ten  livres  more,  making  the  whole  amount  two  millions 
six  hundred  thousand  livres ;  wherefore  suppose  the  grant 
of  moneys  to  pay  bills  for  the  year  ]  780,  to  have  been  but 
three  million  livres,  and  it  appears  evidently  to  have  been 
at  least  that,  there  would  have  remained   in  your  hands  a 
balance  of  four  million  livres ;  which  is  more  than  I  have 
deducted  from  the  amount  of  my  estimate. 

On  the  whole,  then,  I  conceive  myself  well  grounded  in 
tlie  opinion,  that  the  whole  loan  is  still  at  our  disposal,  and 
this  opinion  is  so  well  supported  by  the  Count  de   Vergen-. 
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nes'  letter  to  you,  that  I  might  with  great  propriety  insist 
on  that  point.  The  letter,  therefore,  which  I  shall  write 
with  such  act  of  Congress,  as  may  be  made,  in  conse- 
quence of  yours  of  tlie  11  th  of  J^ne,  will  proceed  entirely 
upon  that  supposition. 

I  must,  however,  remark  to  you  in  this  place,  that  I  by 
no  means  intend  to  insist  rigidly  with  the  Court,  on  points 
which  may  incommode  them.  We  are  neither  in  a  sit- 
uation to  do  it,  nor  would  it  be  proper  evefi  if  we  were. 
But  while  I  say  tliis,  I  do  not  mean  to  preclude  myself 
from  such  observations  as  my  duty  shall  render  necessary, 
on  any  transaction  which  has  happened,  or  which  may 
happen  hereafter. 

1  enclpse  you  an  account,  containing  the  extent  of  what 
I  conceive  to  have  been  the  appropriation  of  the  supplies 
above  mentioned,  togethei*  with  an  invoice  from  the  Board 
of  War,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  one  million  seven  hundred 
and  seventyseven  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  livres 
and  ten  sols,  and  which  I  will  call  one  million  eight  hundred 
thousand  livres,  from  which  it  will  appear,  that  there  must 
remain,  subject  to  my  disposition,  the  sum  of  four  qiillions  at 
least,  after  replacing  the  Lafayette's  cargo,  and  purchasing 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  invoice. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  mention  to  your  Excellency, 
that  I  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  in  opinion  with  the  Min- 
ister of  France.  This  is  upon  two  points,  namely,  the 
drawing  of  bills  by  me,  and  the  amount  of  what  may  re- 
main due  by  the  Court.  From  the  correspondence  be- 
tween us,  which  is  contained  in  the  enclosed  papers,  there 
will  appear  to  have  been  some  warmth  on  the  occasion, 
but  this  rather  arose  from  the  nature  of  the  transaction, 
than  anything  else.     I  know  not  what  impression  it  may 
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have  left  on  bis  mindi  but  for  my  own  part,  as  1  greatly 
respect  him,  I  sincerely  feel  for  a  situation,  to  wbich  the 
orders  of  bis  Court  have  reduced  him  ;  and  although  the 
language  of  his  letter  of  the  24th  of  November,  evidently 
intended  for  his  Court,  was  so  pointed  as  to  force  me  into 
the  observations  contained*  in>  mine  of  the  36th,  in  my  own 
justification;  yet  I  was  almost  as  much  wounded  while 
wrhing,  as  he  appeared  to  have  been  s(t  reading  it.  I  am 
much  inclined  to  believe,  that  he  wishes  to  place  ibis  busi- 
ness substantially  in  the  same  point  of  light  that  1  do.  The 
whole  correspondenee  is  enclosed,  that  you  may  Be  in  a 
capacity  to  make  any  proper  observations,  which  occasion 
may  dictate. 

Before  I  take  up  this  correspondence  more  particdarly, 
I  must  detain  you  one  moment  longer  to  mention  the  facts, 
which  preceded  it.  Before  my  nceeptanoe  of  the  office 
I  now  hold,  the  Chevalier  de  )a  Luzerne  informed  me, 
that  the  Court  had  given  money  to  the  United  States,  with 
a  determination  that  it  should  be  at  the  disposal  of  General 
Washington,  but  that  upon  my  acceptance,  he  would  au* 
tborise  me  to  drawt  for  it.  It  was  agreed  between  us,  that 
I  should  draw  for  five  hundred  thousand  livres,  and  so 
much  be  deposited  to  answer  the  drafts,  and  by  giving 
him  notice  in  season  a  new  deposit  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand livres  should  be  made,  aod  so  on  from  time  to  time. 
Shortly  afterwards,  I  formed  a  plan  to  get  money  from  the 
Havana,  and  explained  it  to  the  Chevalier.  He  approved 
of  it,  and  in  consequence,  I  drew  a  bill  on  Messrs  Le 
Couteulx  &  Co.  the  17th  of  July,  for  five  hundred  thou- 
sand livres,  bot  the  capture  of  the  Trumbull  frigate  pre- 
vented the  negotiation  of  that  bill,  which  being  then  on 
board  of <  her,  intended  for  Havana,  was  sunk  with  my  de- 
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spatche^ ;  and  the  knowledge  that  Colonel  Laurens  was 
then  on  bis  way  with  fpecie,  together  with  the  expectation 
of  that,  which  was  to  be  sent  by  the  way  of  Holland,  pre- 
vented a  repetition  of  the  experiment  upon  Havana  at  that 
time.  It  was  previously  to  the  2d  of  July,  1781,  that  the 
Chevalier  agreed  that  I  should  negotiate  bills  for  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  iivres,  of  which  the  five  hun- 
dred thousand  Iivres  to  have  been  negotiated  at  the  Ha- 
vana, was  a  part. 

You  will  see  enclosed  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  July  upon 
this  subject,  which  was  the  day  before  M.  de  la  Luzerne 
'  went  to  camp ;  and  also  M.  de  Marbois'  answer  to  it. 
My  reply  of  the  4th  closes  the  matter  at  that  time ;  and 
then  ii  was  understood  on  all  hands  in  the  manner  I  have 
just  now  mentioned,  and  which  I  have,  you  will  perceive, 
insisted  on  through  the  whole  of  my  correspondence^  and 
which  was  equally  insisted  on  in  a  variety  of  conversations. 

That  part  of  the  letter  last  mentioned,  which  relates  to 
the  effect  of  drawing  bills,  together  with  the  letters  of  the 
2d  and  3d  of  August,  need  no  comment.  They  merely 
serve  to  show  the  desire,  which  animates  the  servants  of 
the  United  States,  to  economise  the  resources  of  France. 
I  am  net  disposed  to  criminate,  but  it  is  right  that  I  should 
inform  you  of  rny  opinion,  which  is,  that  the  French  troops 
in  this  country  have  cost  much  more  than  was  necessary, 
if  my  information  is  not  extremely  erroneous.  I  liave  now 
in  contemplation  plans  for  feeding  tliera  more  cheaply,  and 
I  think  the  French  ration  ought  not  to  cost  more  than  half 
a  llvre,  at  least  not  much  more,  if  so  much.  The  officers 
who  now  return  to  Europe  can  best  answer,  whether  it 
bp,s  formerly  exceeded  that  amount,  and  the  Comt  must 
know  how  much  has  been  lost  on  the  negotiation  of  their 
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bills.  While  or  this  subject  it  is  itiy  duiy  to  add,  that 
the  Miniister  of  France  here,  has  demonstrated  the  most 
earnest  desire  to  introduce  economy  in  the  expenditures  of 
the  army,  and  that  the  readiness  siioivn  by  the  Count  de 
Rochambeau,  and  other  general  officers,  to  aid  in  it,  de- 
mand acknowleilgements. 

On  the  i^th  of  September  the  Chevalier  wrote  me 
a  noie,  of  which  a  copy  i«  enclosed.  This,  you  will 
observe,  was  after  the  receipt  of  those  letters,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  he,  among  other  things,  comm.uni* 
cated  the  account,  on  which  I  have  already  had  the 
honor  of  making  some  remarks.  This  letter,  while  it 
assigns  reasons  for  continuing  my  drafts,  shows  clearly 
that  the  Chevalier  had  communicated  his  instructions 
to  stop  them,  which  was  done,  not  only  to  me,  but  to 
the  committee.  But  I  confess,  that  I  was  very  far 
from  considering  those  instructions  as  absolute.  I 
concluded,  that  a  line  of  discretion  had  been  left  to  the 
Minister;  and,  indeed,  his  answer  to  my  letter  con- 
firmed me  in  that  opinion.  This  answer  is  of  the 
26lh.  He  does  indeed  say,  that  ii  is  impognble  to,  de- 
part firom  the  precise  instructions  received  on  that  subjectf 
and  authorise  my  drafts  to  the  amount  of  two  millions 
fine  hundred  thousand  liwes;  but  be  immediately  goes 
on  to  permit  an  addition  of  two  hundred  and  nine- 
tyeight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eightyone  livres, 
fifteen  sous,  and  four  deniers.  Wherefore,  it  fol- 
lowed, that  either  those  instructions  left  him  at 
liberty  to  extend  those  drafts,  or  that  he  was  at 
liberty  to  disregard  the  instructions.  I  therefore 
did  expect  to  have  gone  oa  to  the  sum  first 
agreed  for.     These  expectations  were  frequently  men- 
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tioned  in  conversation^  and.  particularly  so  in  that 
alluded  to  in  mine  of  the  22d  instant. 

On  the  other*  hand,  I  must  acknowledge,  that  he 
always  mentioned  his  instructions,  but  so  a»  to  leave 
me  under  the  original  impressions  I  had  received.  As 
this  letter  of  the  22d  takes  notice  of  another  matter,  it 
is  proper  to  mention  here,  that  the  Chevalier  had  ob- 
served on  a  difierence  betwsen  the  acooiirbt  he  deliv^ 
ered  officially  to  the  committee  of  Gongresa  and  the 
note  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes ;  but  no  pointed  cpn* 
versation  on  this  subject  had  taken  place,  be  expecting 
further  information  from*  his  Courts  and  I  hoping  daily 
to  hear  from  yoii^  and  being  unwilling  to  raise  a 
question  unnecessarily.  The  reason  why  I  d1d<at  last 
bring  it  forward  is  contained  in  my  letter,  and  there* 
fore  I  shall  say  nothing  about  it.  The  accoimt  sent 
in  that  letter,  needs  no  comment,  although  it'diffeits 
very  widely  from  that  marked  thirty  threes 

I  shall  only  note,  that  if  the  sum  of  six  huodired 
and  eightysix  thousand  one  hundred  and  nine  livreti 
be  taken  from  that  mentioned   as  advanced  for  stores 

» 

by  order  of  Colonel  Laurens,  so  as  toi  render  that 
article  conforniable  to  what  is  said  in  the  Count  de 
Vergennes'  note,  the  same  sum  must  be  added  to  the 
balance ;  by  which  means  placing  the  one  million 
five  hundred  thousand  livres,  to  have  been  drawn 
for  by  me,  in  the  stead  of  that-  to  have  been 
sent  out  from  Holland,  the  whole  will  stand  as  first 
above  mentioned,  leaving  the  amount  of  the  loan 
untouched.  In  the  close  of  my  letter,  I  mention 
a  determination  to  draw  on  account  of  the  balance,  an 
expression    which   appears   to   have   been    mistaken. 
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The  reason  of  the  assertijoin  will  ia  some  degree  a|»peftr 
from  the  answer  to  it.  I  will  add,  that,  although  I 
shall  not  risk  the  drawing  of  bills  while  there  is  any 
chance  that  the^  may  return  protested,  I  must,  never- 
theless, tak^  measures  to  obtain  the  money  for'  very 
evident  reasons,  and  it  is  with  this  view,  that  I  have 
drawn  an  you  in  favor  of  Me$«rs  Le  Couteulx  &  Co* 
for  one  million  livres. 

You  have  also  a  copy  of  the  letter  written  op  the 
84th  instant,  in  answer  to  that  last  mentioned.  I  shall 
not  here  notice  the  di&rence  between  what  we  have 
said  about  the  additional  million,  as  well  because  it  is 
in  substance  the  same,  as  because  I  had  not  insisted  on 
drawing  for  it.  In  like  manner,  I  shall  say  nothing 
alK)ut  the  permission  given  me  to  extend  my  drafto 
after  the  oirders  to  sto|i  tlhem  brought  by  Colonel  Lau* 
rens ;  but  you  wUl  observe,  that  the  pointed  declara- 
tion, tbat  the  letter  of  the  i^6th  of  September  «^J  noi 
leawe  me  the  shadow  (^ a  hope,  fyc»  (with  what  follows 
it)  stands  in  such  direct  opposition  to  the  whole  tenor 
of  my  letter  and  to  the  real  state  of  my  expectations, 
that  to  have  submitted  in  silence.  Would  have  been 
taataaaount  to  the  acknowledgement  of  ialsehood.  It 
is  indeed  easy  to  percgeive,  that  the  Chevalier  wrote 
this  letter  to  his  Courts  although  he  directed  it  in  the 
firs^  instance  to  me ;.  aQ4  I  conclude  it  to  have  been  in 
consequence  of  his  last  despatches,  which  had  not  been 
received  long  beJfore  his  letter  was  written.  The 
equivocal  use  of  the  expression  cts  soon  its  possible  will 
not  escape  you,  Sir;  but  it  shall  meet  no  other  remark 
from  me  than  this,  that  I  am  convinced  the  Court  will 
not  apply  it  in  the  same  sense  with  the  Chevalier, 


48  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Neither  the  dignity  of  the  Prince,  nor  the  mrgnitude 
of  the  occasion  will  pernfiit  a  reliance  on  such  disiinc* 
tions. 

The  state  of  the  account  made  in  this  letter,  I  really 
do  not  see  the  propriety  of.     It  seems  to  have  been,  in 

» 

some  degree,  extracted  from  the  account  furnished  in 
September  to  the  committee  of  Congress,   because,  if 
the  mistake  of  six  thousand   livres   in   the   castrngs  of 
that  account  be  rectified,  it  will  make  the  first  sfum  total 
amount  to  fifteen  millions  one  hundred  and  ninetynine 
thousand  five  hundred  and  one  livres,   from  which  de- 
ducting ten  tnillion  livres,  being  the  amount   of  the 
subsidy  of  six  million  livres  and    loan  of  four,  there 
will   remain  the   first  article  of  that  account,  namely, 
five  millions  one   hundred   and   ninetynine   thousand 
five  hundred  and  one  livres.     But  if  this  be  the  case, 
it  is  a  little  surprising,  that  the  Chevalier  should  not 
have  noticed  a  deduction  made  in  that  very  account  of 
the   two   first    articles,  amounting  to   three    millions 
four  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand   livres,  which  are^ 
it  is  there  said,  to  be  added  to  the  advances  formerly 
made  to   the  Congress. 

It  is  somewhat  extraordinary,  that  all  these  should 
be  considered  by  the  Chevalier  as  advances  made  in  the 
month  of  September.  For  although  that  account  was 
rendered  in  September,  yet  four  millions  si^c  hundred 
and  ninetyfour  thousand  three  hundred  and  nihetytwo 
livres  are  expressly  mentioned  as  being  to  be  furnished. 
I  shall  dwell  no  longer  here,  but  I  must  repeat,  not- 
withstanding  the  polite  manner  in  which  the  assertion 
has  been  contradicted,  that  my  operations  have  re- 
ceived a  very  severe,  as  well  as  material  check,  from 
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Stopping  my  drafts ;  nat  so  much  on  accoant  of  the 
value  of  the  thre^  hundred  thousand  livres,  as  because, 
while  they  were  negotiating,  I  should  undoubtedly 
have  received  those  advices  from  you,  which  would 
have  enabled  me  to  go  on  in  the  same  line.  I  had 
brought  the  exchange,  up  very  nearly  to  par,  and 
should  soon  have  sold  at  seventeen  pence  this  money 
(Pennsylvania  money)  for  a  livre,  or  eight  shillings 
and  sixpence  for  a  crown ,  which  is  worth  here  at  the 
extent  but  eight  and  four  pence.  This  would,  there- 
fore, have  been  two  per  cent  advance,  with  a  saving  of 
time,  freight,  and  insurance ;  and,  although  a  very 
large  sum  could  not  have  been  negotiated  during  the 
winter,  perhaps  not  more  thanane  million  five  hundred 
thousand  livres,  yet  that  would  have  enabled  me  to 
go  on  making  the  preparatives  for  an  early  and  vigo- 
rous campaign,  and  kept  everything  in  train,  till  some 
money  could  have  been  either  shipped  from  Europe, 
or  so  negotiated  as  to  be  sent  hither  from  Havana. 

I  will  take  no  notice  x>f  what  is  said  in  the  letter 
now  before  us,  as  to  the  error  of  six  thousand  livres, 
because  you  must  at  once  perceive  how  little  it  was  an 
object  of  conversation,  and  how  easy  to  be  remedied  4)y 
any  lolerk,  without  waiting  either  orders  or  instructions 
from  the  Court ;  and  because  you  must  also  perceive  the 
material  omission  of  four  million  livres,  which  cannot 
be  ^overlooked,  let  the  calculations  be  combined  as 
they  may.'  (  have  not,  however,  the  less  concern 
about  it,  because  so  rigid  an  adherence  to  sd  palpable 
an  error  leads  me  to  fear  a  design,  which  the  generous 
conduct  of  the  King  will  not  permit  me  to  suspect. 

Having  already  given  my  sentiments  as  to  the  in- 
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ti^rest  of  Loaa  Office  ciQrtificates,  I  y^ill  not  aow  repeat 
them.  As  to  the  tepUcidg  tbe  Marquiflde  La&yette'^ 
cargOi,  it  is  a  mlatteir  which  I  wiU  not  seoiously  cooteiud 
about,  because,  dlthough  there  will  ndt  be  use  for  all 
tbe  articles,  there  oectainly  will  for  many  of  them ; 
ami  therefore  I  hardly  think  a  refMresentation  on  ihat 
score  necessary,  beca«ise  there  is  no  use  in  multiplyaJig 
<li$agreeable  considerations.  But,  by  the  way,  I  nanst 
observe^  that  it  is  a  little  extraordinary  this  eai^ 
should  have  been  replaced  out  of  the  loan  to  have  been 
opened,  &c.  at  your  requeat^  while  at  the  same  request 
money  could  not  be  obtained  to  pay  the  bills  drawn 
by  the  order  ^  Cof»gress»  ais  appears  from  your  ]fet^r, 
and  that  from  the  Count  dd  Vergennes,  which  is  'en- 
closed in  it.  The  idea  lof  making  advaivces  for  any 
individual  State  from  the  funds  ^f  the  United  States, 
must  never  be  admitted  by  any  serrant  of  Congress. 
It  will  be  quite  time  enough  to  4o  that^  when  they 
shall  have  complied  with  the  several  requisitions  made 
upon  them,  and  when  they  shall  have,  intrusted  these 
subaltern  negotiations  to  the  Ministers  whom  Congreas 
have  appointed.  Such  ^advances  stand  on  a  very  dif- 
ferent ground,  indeedi  from  those  made  for  purcbMitig 
a  iike  cargo  to  that  of  the  Lafayette  ;  and  it  cannot  be 
etcpected,  that  they  should  be  passed  to  the  account  of 
Congress.  Besides  this,  the  sucoesses  to  the  south- 
watd  have  rendiered  succops  of  that  sort  unnecessary. 
What  has  already  been  said  will  render  observatmns 
on.  the  letters  of  the  i^th  instant  unnecessary. 

On  the  whoie  matier,  I  have  tto  request  your  e;cer- 
tioDs  to  have  this  afiiiir  settled  as  soon  as  poesible,  and 
that  you  will  cause  the  whole  of  what .  remains  to  be 
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paid  otiooap  ta  Mdsarfi  Le  Gouteulix  &  €k).  sboding  me 
ncilioe  tlletieo£  byj^very  •pfiortitnllyi  that  I  may  attteod 
tothtt  dispositioiv'ofit^  .  I  meatn,  ne«ertheleas,  that  ai 
reaervaitoik  sbsiild  be  made  d£  what  is  jsneoeaaary,  tiv 
purchase  the  articles  meatteodd  io-the  etnlosed  iDVoioet 
of  the  Board. of  War.  I  wish  yoa  to  have  as  little 
trouble  as  possible  in  this  bttsioessy  and,  therefore^  I 
am  to  request  you  to  employ  in ,  it  Mr  ^Barclay,  pur 
Cofisol  Greneral,  and  Mr  Matthew  Ridley.  Thety  are 
both  gentlemen  of  koowled^  and  integrity,  aud  I 
doubt  not  will  poiforra  it  with  economy  and  expet* 
'diiionv 

You  will  also  be  pleased  to  take  arrangements  with 
the  Minister  of  Marine^  and  give  your  consequent 
orders  to  those  gentiemen,  so  that  all  articles  of  eiv«ry 
sort  and  kind,  which  are  the  property  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  £iow  in  Efurope,  may  come  under  safe  con^ 
voy  to  this  port<  The  Marquis  de  Lafayette, .  who  ia 
charged  with  the  Gi«neraFs  imstruciiona  on  military 
subjects,  will  assist  in  combining  matters,-  so  as  to  ao^ 
complish  these  objects.  I  confide,  Sir,  that  your  wia- 
dom  and  his  vivacity  will  produce  the  most  benefieial 
consequenoes^ 

Let  me  add,  while  I  mention  the  depositing  all 
which  remains  due  to  us  with  Messrs  Lef>Couteulx  & 
Co.,  that  I  wish  you,  in  conformity  to  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress endosedy  to  pay  the  *siim.  of  fovtytwo  thousami 
one  hundred  and  eigbtynine  livres  therein  mentioned, 
with  the  interest,  to  William  Lee.  Lot  me  also  men- 
tion my  desire,  that  you  would  retain  two  millions 
two  hundred  thousand  livres  to  pay  interest  bills 
drawn  from  the  1st  of  September  to  the   Ist  of  April 
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next.  I  will  take  such  arrangements  as  will  save  joa 
the  trouble  of  doing  this  bu»oess  in  future,  and  I  men* 
tion  it  here,  although  the  money  will  come  more 
properly  under  the  head  of  supplies  to  be  asked  from 
the  Court  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Tbe  deolnrations,  that  no  more  pecuniary  aid  will  be 
afforded  to  us,  are  very  clear  and  explicit,  but  I  trust,  that 
these  declarations  will  not  be  adhered  leu  The  interest 
bills,  as  I  just  now  obser?^  will  amount  to .  about  two 
millions  livres.  You  have  to  pay  M.  Beaumarcfaais  two 
millions  five  hundred  and  fortjfour  thousand  livres,  and  the 
clothing  and  stores  necessary  will  amount  to  four  millions 
livres.  Besides  all  this  we  must  have  money,  so  that  it 
will  become  necessary  to  obtain  at  least  twelve  millions. 
When  I  mention  this  sum,  I  take  the  lowest,  and  I  do  it 
from  my  sincere  desire  not  to  burden  the  finances  of 
France  with  American  demands ;  but  I  think  such  dear 
reasons  can'  be  assigned  for  it  as  must  produce  conviction. 

You  have  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Chevalier  of  the 
3d  instant  upon  this  subject.  You  will  have  observed,  that 
ray  circular  letter  of  the  19th  of  October,  which  was  en- 
closed in  this  of  the  3d  instant,  is  so  forooed  as  to  lower 
the  expectations  of  the  several  States,  and  accordingly  the 
account  sent  with  it  is  framed  from  tbe  erroneous  one 
before  mentioned,  and  the  four  millions  are  totally  omitted. 
The  languor  of  the  States  had  been  so  fostered  by  their 
teeming  expectadons  from  France,  that  it  became  my  duty 
to  prevent  if  possible  the  ill  effects  of  it.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  a  circular  letter  could'  not  but  be  public,  and 
it  necessarily  contained  such  matter  as  must  stand  in  tlie 
way  of  procuring  a  proper  settlement  of  past  accounts  with 
^  the  Court,  or  of  obtaining  fuuire  supplies  from  them.     I, 
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therefore,  communicated  that  letter  to  the  Minister,  and  as 
he  very  naturally  asked  a  copy,  1  took*  the  6rst  opportu- 
nity, after  the  many  necessary  copies  could  be  made  out, 
to  send  it  with  mine  of  the  3d  instant.  This  contains,  a$ 
you  will  perceive,  some  short  reasons  why  we  want,  and 
why  France  should  grant,  pecuniary  assistance.-  The 
answer  to  it  of  the  4th  instant,  and  my  reply  of  the  6thj 
close  the  correspondence  on  that  subject. 

This  last  was  intended  to  take  off  from  the  force  of 
those  dbservations,  as  to  the  King's  wisd6ro  and  integrity, 
which  had  rather  more,  of  republican  simplicity,  than 
courtly  elegance.  As  my  letter  of  the  3d  was  not  in- 
tended to  convince  the  Minister,  that  being  unnecessary, 
as  1  am  persuaded  'the  conviction  was  already  produced, 
but  to  prevent  any  improper  conclusions  from  my  circu- 
lar letter,  so  it  was  unnecessary  to  make  any  particular 
reply  to  bis  observations,  because,  after  all  a  papfsr  argu- 
ment in  Philadelphia  can  have  but  very  little  influence  at 
Versailles ;  and  ad  the  Chevalier  .observed  very  properly 
in  one  of  his  letters,  the  instructions  from  his  Court  must 
necessarily  form  the  basis  of  his  opinion.  The  proper 
and  useful  mode,  therefore,  of  convincing  him,  is  by  stim- 
ulating them. 

Knowing  as  I  do  the  great  force  and  compass  of  your 
talents,  I  should  not  presume  to  add  one  word  %(  remark 
on  the  Chevalier's  letter,  if  I  were  not  convinced,  that  as 
it  was  written  for  the  .Court,  so  it  will  be.  necessary  to 
oppose  it  in  some  degree  by  a  knowledge  of  fatsts,  which 
may  not  be  in  your  immediate  view.  He  takes  it  for 
granted,  that  4he  people^  will  make  extraordinary  efforts, 
in  consequence  of  their  successes,  and  I  will  readily  admit 
that  they  have  the  ability  and  ought  to  have  the  inclina- 
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ttori ;  but  tbey  must  differ  mueii  fppn»  former  escperienee, 
if.  they  do  exert  tbenudves.  I  will  admit  that  their  ntiecs 
^ught  to  urge  them  into  activity^  but  it  must  be  remein* 
^ered,  that  those  rulers  are  tbemselvies  of  the  people,  that 
heir  ideas  and  views  «re  Umited^  and  thai  ttiey  act  like 
he  people  rather  from  feeling  than  reflectioo.  i  speak 
jere  of  the  several  Legislaiurea,  for  I  roust  repeat  again 
and  again,  that  our  general  system. has  qot  grown  into  lliat 
form  and  vigor,  which  can  oomtnunieaie  the  impulses  of 
a  sovereign  mind'  to  die  remotest  members  of  subjected 
power.  I  will  admit  that  a  Monarch,  would  oq  so  hril- 
Kant  a  sucoess,^  caUinto  aeticNi,  all  which  his  kiogdoro  pos* 
sessed  of  strength  and  resources;  but  Aineriea  is  not 
under  monarohieal  government.  I  will  admit  further,  that 
if  the  object  of  the  war  was  cooqaest,  instead  of  security, 
every  victory  would  give  now  asiiflDaticui  to  all  the  iriem'- 
bers  of  our  republican  confederaxsy ;  but  this  war  is  not 
carried  on  for  conquest*  While  it  rages  in  any  quartec 
it  makes  food  for  itself. .  He  inroads  of  the  enemy  create 
opposition.  An  application  is  then  made  ismiediately  to  the 
fceKngs  of  the  people ;  but  when  the  inroad  ceases,  when  the 
enemy  retires,  the  storm  subsides,  eacti  man  retiirns  to  bis 
domestic  pursuits  and  employments,  and  thinks  no  more 
of  the  scenes,  which  liad  just  passed  before  him.  '  It  is 
true  that  ftiis  is  only  chaagiog  the  field  of  battle.  But 
America  is  so  extensive,  that  a  shock  given  at  one  extreaa* 
ity  is  k}st  before  it  reaches  the  other. 

This  true,  picture  of  our  country,  while  h  demonstrates 
the  impracticability  of  subjecting  it,  exfriains  the  reasons 
why  our  exertbns  have  always  disa^jpointed  both  our 
friends  and  our  enemies.  If  then,  as  the  fact  is,  the  mere 
change  of  position  at  the  option  of  the  foe  can  so  kiU  our 
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people  io  rest,  how  much  more  ere  we  to  expect  it  will 
fellow  from  the  capture  of  K' considerable  part  of  his  fiarce. 
To  reason  rightly  on  the  late  eveots,  we  mitst  admit  iJbe 
ability  to  make  greater  exertions,  nxid  then  seek  tlie  meafts 
of  caUfti^  tlieiti  forth.  This,  Sir.,  can  only  be  accoov- 
ptisbed  by  pecaniary  aid.  The  Chevalier  observes  tbst 
the  Kk^'s  obligations  to  us  have  been  exceeded.  This  is 
but  a  narrow  idea.  If  the  Kiog  id  engaged  to  support  the 
war  until  our  Independence  is  established,  his  simple 
object  of  inquiry  will  be,  how  that  can  be  most  speedily 
and  cheaply  accomplished  ?  It  is  certain  that  America 
ought  to  do  everything  in  ber  power,  and  you  may  assure 
the  Court,  that  Congress  and  the  servants  of  Congress  are 
sensible  of  this  duty  and  determined  to  coriiply  with  k. 
But  it  is  in  vam  to  think  of  breaking  the  bounds  oC  possi- 
bility, and  equally  vain  to  think  of  changing  the  nature  of 
man. 

Let  me  add,  chat  there  is  little  propriety  in  reproacbing 
Americans  with  faults  inseparable  from  humanity.  Be- 
sides ibis,  the  exertions  of  onr  country  have  really  been 
y^y  great,  and  as  soon  as  more  consistency  shall  have 
been  put  in  the  admiiMStratioii,  they  will  again  be  great ; 
but  thifi  is  the  period  ol  ^weakness  between  tbe  convulsive 
labors  of  enthusiasm  and  the  sound  and  regular  oper atious 
of  order  and  goverotoent. 

There  is  in  tiie  end  of  the  Chevdier^s  letter  a  hint  in 
relation  to  our  rx)mmerce,  w()ich  nkbough  it  does  not  im- 
mediately apply  to  the  present  purpose,  must  not  pass  un- 
notioed.  T-liat  an  indineet  commerce  has  taken  place  witii 
England  is  true,  and  ^hat  France  has  in  a  great  measure 
been  the  cause  «f  it  is  equaH}'  true.  Men .  will  natisrally 
buy  where  they.  e»i  obtain  things  most  oheaply.     Hhe 
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prime  co^t  of  goods,  tbodgh  a  great  object  in  time  of  peace 
is  not  equally  so  in  time  of  war.  The  freight  and  the  in- 
surance are  then  so  high  that  a  small  difference  of  clanger 
or  convenience  will  counterbalance  a  great  difference  of 
price.  When  France,  by  sitbscribing  to  the  principles  of 
the  armed  neutrality,  gave  her  enemy  the  means  of  bring- 
ing her  manufactures  in  safety  to  our  neighborhood,  she 
tempted  our  merchants  to  buy  those  manufactures.  She 
added* tlie  motives  of  interest  to  the  force  of  habit,  and 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  surprised  that  such  cogent  prin- 
piples  have  had  effect.  One  mode  remained,  that  of  con- 
voying the  trade  between  France  and  America,  and  that 
mode  has  been  neglected.  I  am  happy,  however,  to  ob- 
serve, that  this  British  commerce  is  dwindling  very  fast. 
The  war  with  Holland  has  given  it  one  deadly  blow,  and 
if  our  privateers  are  once  more  freed  from  the  shackles 
too  hastily  imposed  upon  them,  I  cannot  doubt,  but  that. the 
trade  of  this  country  will  flow  directly  to  France,  as.  in- 
deed it  ought  to  do. 

And  now,  Sir,  before  I  close  this  letter,  let  me  make 
one  further  objservation  with  respect  to  the  future  supplies 
from  his  Majesty .  To  solicit  them  is  considered  as  asking 
f6r  assistance  in  a  war,  whose  object  is  of  the  last  im- 
portance to  us.  This  Is  the  point  of  view  in  which  I  have 
placed  it,  and  in  which  I  am  desirous  it  should  stand. 
But  there  is  another  method  of  looking  at  it,  and,  although 
delicacy  will  forbid  us  ro  to  pi*esent  it,  yet  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  that  there  are  many,  who  have  taught  themselves 
to  reason  about  it  in  a  different  way  from  what  you  or  I 
would  wish.  Whether  Britain  will  acknowledge  our  in- 
dependence is  a  question,  which  is  to  be  answered  only 
with  some  modifications.      If,  in  consequence  of  such  an 
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acknowledgement,  we  would  forego  our  connexion  with 
France,  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt,  but  she  would  make 
it  immediately.  This  would  on  our  part  be  wrong,  and 
therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  done;  but,  Sir,  when  this 
great  object  shall  be  presented  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
weight  of  new  and  great  taxes  be  felt  on  the  other,  with 
an  their  ancient  prejudices  and  predilections  in  aid,  will 
not  there  be  some  men  who,  for  the  shades  of  ease,  will 
quit  the  paths  of  virtue  ? 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


to    THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

OflSice  of  Finance,  November  29th,  1781. 
Sir, 

Having  just  now  received  a  short  letter  from  Mr  Jay,  of 
the  1st  of  September,  from  St  Ildefonso,  I  find  it  my  duty 
to  communicate  the  contents  immediately  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled.  Mr  Jay  informs  me,  that 
be  expects  soon  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  protesting  the 
bills  drawn  on  him  ;  that^Dr  Franklin  had  hitherto  saved 
that  necessity,  but  that  he  cannot  advance  much  more, 
unless  by  the  express  order  of  Congre&s.  He  says,  fur- 
ther, that  he  has  but  little  hopes  of  loans  or  subsidies  from 
Spain  ;  that  the  ship  America  is  neither  sold  nor  engaged, 
and  i-hal  the  Spanish  Court  seems  determined  to  do  noth- 
ing until  the  campaign  ends. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &lc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    MR   GRAND. 

■ 

Office  of  Finance,  December  3d,  1781. 
Sir, 

When  I  was  called  to  the  superiDtendence  of  the  Amer- 
ican 6nances,  it  became  necessary  to  appoint  a  banker, 
with  whom  to  deposit  the  moneys,  which  were  to  be 
granted  by  the  Court  for  payment  of  my  bills*  Your 
house  naturally  presented  itself  to  my  consideration,  but  as 
I  knew  you  to  have  large  accounts  open,  and  as  I  wished 
tliat  ray  transactions  should  be  kept  in  a  separate,  clear, 
and  distinct  manner,  I  named  for  this  purpose  the  house  of 
Messrs  Le  Couteulx  b  Co.  At  the  same  time,  I  wrote 
to  his  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  upon  that  subject, 
and  was  honored  with  his  answer  two  days  ago%  He  has 
mentioned  your  services  to  my  country  in  those  warm 
terms  of  gratitude,  which  are  due  to  early,  vigorous,  and 
disinterested  exertions.  My  deep  respect  for  the  opiciions 
of  that  worthy  Minister,  my  desire,  on  all  occasions,  to 
evince  the  gratitude  of  my  country,  added  to  those  favor- 
able impressions,  which  your  conduct  has  made  upon  my 
mind,  have  induced  me  to  employ  you  as  a  banker  in  the 
aSairs  of  the  United  States. 

You  will  be  pleased,  Sir,  to  close  your  former  accounts, 
and,  in  due  season,  to  transmit  them.  For  subsequent 
transactions,  you  will  open  new  accounts^  and,  from  time 
to  time,  keep  me  informed  of  the  state  of  our  affiiirs.  The 
allowance  formerly  made  of  one  half  f>er  cent,  oxx  the 
moneys  which  pass  through  your  hands  will  be  continued. 

The  intelligence  lately  received,  gives  strong  hopes  that 
the  loan  of  five  millions  of  guilders,  opened  in  Holland, 
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will  have  been  completed  before  this  reaches  you;  One 
million  of  these  is  appropriated  to  purchasing  certain  ar- 
ticles for  oi|r  firn^y  j  (ind  I  now  direct  one  million  to  be 
deposited  with  you,  and  one  million  with  the  house  of  your  ^ 
brother  in  Amsterdam,  subject  to  my  drafts.  The  re- 
maining two,  millions  are  to  be  shipped  for  this  country. 

As  I  am  not  positively  instructed  that  this  loan  has  suc- 
ceeded, I  do  not  venture  to  draw  bills  on  you  ;  but  in  case 
you  shall  be  in  cash  for  the  United  States,  which  I  expect 
will  happen,  you  will  pay  to  Messrs  &  Co., 

for  account  of  John  Ross,  the  sunn  of  two  hundred 
thousand  livres ;  to  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  ic  Co.,  for  ac- 
count of  William  Biiigham,  one  hundred  thousand  livres, 
and  to  John  Holker,  for  account  of  John  Holker  fils,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand.  From  each  of  these 
persons  you  will  take  quadruplicate  receipts,  in  the  form 
following ;     "Received  of  ,  banker,  by  order 

of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Finances  of  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  on  behalf  of  the  sum  of 

being  so  much  paid  by  the  said  States  to 
him,  the  said    .  for  which  I  have  signed  four 

receipts,  all  of  this  tenor  and  date.      Done  in  Paris  this 

day  of  178      "  "You  will   be 

pleased.  Sir,  to  forward  to  me  three  of  the  copies  by 
different  opportunities, 

I  am,  Sir^  &c.  ' 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    M.   JOLT   D£    FLEURY. 

Philadelphia,  December  3d,  1781. 

M.  de  Fleury  will  have  the  goodness  to  pardon  an  entire 
stranger  for  intruding  one  moment  on  that  attention,  which 
is  engaged  in  so  many  important  objects.  I  have  been 
called,  Sir,  almost  at  the  same  time  with  you,  though  in  a 
different  country,  to  the  same  office.  The  intimate  alli- 
ance and  connexion  between  our  Sovereigns  is  such,  that 
we  are  engaged  in  the  same  cause.  My  first  steps  have 
encountered  difficulties,  and  you  have  afforded  the  first 
means  of  surmounting  them.  Thus,  I  flatter  myself,  from 
your  clear  view  of  the  interests  of  France,  that  you  are 
disposed  to  give  pecunrary  aid  to  America.  I  will  not 
pretend  to  delineate  the  advantages  resulting  from  it  to  the 
penetrating  mind,  which  has  already  conceived  them.  I 
will  only  add  my  wish,  that  your  name  may  be  enrolled 
among  those  true  friends  of  France,  who,  by  espousing 
warmly  the  cause  of  this  country,  have  shown  themselves 
to  be  equally  the  friends  of  all  human  nature.  To  defend, 
to  assert,  and  to  vindicate  the  insulted  rights  of  man  shall 
be  the  solid  monument  of  glory,  which  his  Minister  will 
industriously  raise  for  your  royal  master.  With  every 
fervent  prayer  for  their  most  perfect  success,  and  with  the 
sincerest  esteem  and  attachment,  I  pray  you  to  believe 
me  to  be.  Sir,  &u;. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

■ 

Office  of  Finance,  December  5th,  1781. 
Sir, 

1  was  yesterday  morning  favored  with  yours  of  tiie  12th 
of  September,  enclosing  third  copies  of  your  two  letters  of 
the  26tb  of  July,  also  a  copy  of  Count  de  Vergennes' 
letter  to  you  of  the  23d  of  August.  I  find  .by  these  letters, 
that  the  idea  I  had  entertained  as  to  the  advances  made,  by 
the  Court  was  not  so  favorable  as  the  truth,  and  that 
the  ten  millions  of  livres,  or  five  millions  of  florins  to  be 
borrowed  in  Holland,  will  be  over  and  above  those  ad- 
vances. How  much  pleasure  I  receive  from  that  circum- 
stance, you  will  easily  conceive.  It  is  an  additional 
pleasure,  that  the  labor  of  adjusting  the  matters  mentioned 
in  mine  of  the  27th  of  November,  will  be  saved  to  you. 

I  am  much  surprised  to  find  so  Isrrge  purchases  made  on 
account  of  the  United  States  in  Holland.  If  everything 
else  were  eqvial,  the  generous  conduct  of  France  towards 
us  has  been  such,  that  I  cannot  but  think  that  every  pos- 
sible preference  ought  to  be  given  to  the  manufactures  of 
that  nation.  But  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  essential 
preferences  of  a  different  kind.  ^  The  position  of  Amster- 
dam is  unfavorable  in  a  war  with  England  to  a  commerce 
with  this  country.  France  also  can,  and  I  suppose  will 
give  convoy,  to  the  articles  procured  there.  But  I  will 
dwell  no  longer  on  the  subject,  for,  I  trust,  that  nothing  of 
the  kind  will  happen  hereafter. 

Should  the  loan  be  obtained,  you  will  be  so  kind.  Sir,  as 
to  deposit  one  million  of  florins  with  Mr  Grand,  to  whom 
I  will  pray  you  to  deliver  the  enclosed  letter.  I  shall, 
in  consequence,  not  draw  upon  you  for  a  million  of  livres 
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in  favor  of  Messrs  Le  Couteuk  &  Co.  as  I  intended  ;  and, 
in  like  manner,  I  beg  leave  to  revoke  what  I  have  said  on 
the  $obJQCt  Qf  paying  all  balan^eg  into  their  bands,  in  my 
letter  of  the  last.     One  million  of  florins  you  will 

«1so  be  pleased  to  deposit  with  the  house  of  Grand  at 
Amsterdam,  sending  me  the  precise  address  of  both,  so 
that  I  can  direct  my  bills  properly  to  them.  Nearly  one 
million  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  invoice  sent  in  my 
letter  of  the  last.      The  remaining  two  millions, 

I  wish  may  be  shipped  from  France  in  gold  by  proper 
vessels  of  war,  which,  I  dare  say,  wilt  readily  be  provided 
by  M*  de  Castries.. 

I  perceive  you  have  not  written  to  Congress  on  the  sub* 
jects  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes  of 
the  23d  of  August,  which  I  am  glad  of.  The  more  that 
an  opinion  prevails  here  that  we  must  succor  ourselves,  the 
more  we  shall  do  it ;  and,  therefore,  I  shall  not  communi- 
cate what  you  have  said  for  the  present ;  biit,  as  the  best 
acknowledgement,  I  shall  endeavor  to  further  the  opera- 
tions against  the  common  enemy,  and  draw  forth  all  our 
resources  for  an  early  and  vigorous  campaign.  The 
splendid  and  important  success,  which  has  crowned  the 
combined  arms  in  Virginia,  is,  I  hope,  only  an  earnest  of 
what  is  to  be  done  next  year.  These  are  the  returns 
which  we  shall  make  to  the  King,  .for  the  aid  be  so  gen- 
erously affords.  And  I  have  a  very  particular  satisfaction 
in  assuring  you,  that  throughout  this  country ,  a  strong  at- 
tachment to  the  French  nation  is  daily  taking  place  of  that 
blind  partiality,  once  felt  for  everything,  which  bad  the 
name  of  English.  Let  me  add,  for  your  use,  a  piece  of 
mercantile  information  lately  communicated  to  me  from 
unquestionable  authority.     The  demand  for  French  goods 
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in  this^  country  has  raised  the  pices,  in  France  from  twenty 
to  thirty  per  cent*  The  importations  have  reduced  tlie 
prices  here  nearly  twenty  per  cent,  and  the  exchatige,  you 
already  know,  has  been  raised  considerably. 

I  shall  say  nothing  to  you  in  tliis  letter  on  the  subject  of 
future  supplies,  further  than  what  is  contained  in  mine  of 
the  last,  because  I  feel  a  conviction,  that  you  will 

obtain  such  as.  may  be  necessary.  I  will  only  repeat  what 
1  have  often  said,  let  them  be  early.  I  enclose  a  letter  to 
M.  de  Fleury,  which  you  will  either  deliver  or  not,  a3  may 
best  answer  your  purposes. 

I  hope  often  to  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you, 
and  I  pray  you  to  believe  me  to  be,  with  very  great  truth. 
Dear  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Office  of  iPinance,  December  llth,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  24tb  of  last 

month,  covering  resolutions  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly 

of  the  21st  and  22d.     You  will  easily  conceive  by  what 

passes  in  your  own  bosom,  how  nvuch  I  feel  at  a  represent 

tation  of  distresses,  while  the  necessity  of  revenue  admits 

not  of  alleviation.     The  Legislature  are  undoubtedly  best 

able  to  discover  and  to   describe  the  ^vils,  which  afflict 

their  constituents,  and  I  should  almost  in  any  case,  bend 

before  so  high  an  authority.     But  the  situation,  in  which  I 

am  placed,  compels  me  to  make  some  observations,  which 

if  they  are  not  admitted  to  have  weight,  will  not  I  hope,  be 

considered  as  foreign  to  the  purpose. 
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It  is  contended  by  the  State  agent,  that  the  supplies, 
which  he  has  delivered,  and  those  which  be  holds  ready 
to  furnish,  amount  fully  to  the  demand  for  specific  supplies. 
And  it  is  lamented,  that  the  army  have  subsisted  from  the 
neighborhood  of  West  Point  in  former  times,  leaving 
thereby  a  great  mass  of  Certificates,  which  being  useless 
to  the  inhabitants,  the  supplies  obtained  have  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  operated  a  tax. '  To  this  I  will  add,  that 
the  resolutions  of  your  Legislature  state  an  extra  expense, 
which  has  produced  a  tax  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  dollars.  If  these  exertions  joined  to 
the  ravages  of  the  enemiy,  and  the  usurpations  complained 
of,  have  occasioned  distress,  they  at  least  demonstrate  the 
abilities  of  the  State  in  former  periods.  You  will  perceive, 
that  I  am  now  about  to  supply  the  troops  by  contract, 
wherefore  a  ready  market  for  their  produce  must  imme- 
diately be  opened  to  the  inhabitants  of  your  State.  This 
will  enable  them  to  obtain  hard  money,  and  that  will  en- 
able them  to  pay  taxes.  The  greet  object,  therefore,  of 
the  Legislature  will  be  to  adopt  a  vigorous  and  just  system 
of  taxation,  and  to  take  off  all  those  restraints  upon  the 
people,  which  injure,  afflict,  and  impoverish  them,  without 
producing  any  advantage  to  the  public.  The  army  must 
be  supplied  by  law  or  by  force.  The  latter  mode  is  de- 
testable, and  as  to  the  former,  certainly  the  best  way,  in 
which  it  can  operate,  is  to  raise  taxes  and  purchase  sup- 
plies ;  because  by  this  means  much  less  of  the  produce 
of  the  country  is  expended,  and  in  the  event,  the  payment 
of  the  people  is  by  the  produce  of  the  country,  that  being 
the  only  source  of  national  wealth. 

As  the  Legislature  seem  to  have  great  apprehensions 
on  the  score  of  former  demands,  I  take  the  liberty  of  en- 
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closing .  an  estimate,  which  is  formed  oa  tli^  supposition, 
that  all  the  specific  supplies  sbsill  have  been  delivered^ 
which  as  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  observe^  is  con- 
tended for  by  the  agent,  though  the  truth  of  it  cannot  be 
admitted  before  the  final  adjustment  of  the  amount.  The 
burden  of  these  demands  would  in  such  case  be  very' 
moderate.  It  is  my  intention  to  destroy  the  paper  money 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  called  in:  Wherefore  a  slight  exer- 
tioD  for  that  purpose  will  refieve  your  State  from  the  bur- 
den of  it. 

As  to  the  qxtra  fsxpense,  which  has  accrued  to  the 
State  by  calling  new  levies  into  the  field,  it  is  the  business 
of  the  United  Statesin  Congress  to  determine  upon  it.  It 
is,  however,  my  duty  to  remark,  that  exclusive  of  the 
great  expense  of  additional  officers,  the  -sum  there  stated 
as  a  bounty  is  fiilly  equal  to  the  pay  and  rations  of  so 
many  men  for  six  months.  I  am  sure  that  1  need  not  ob- 
serve to  your  Excellency  the  impracticability  of  carrying 
on  a  war  where  it  costs  as  much  to  enlist  a  man  as  it  does 
to  feed  and  pay  him  for  six  months*  A  few  such  extra 
corps  raised  in  each  State,  and  the  bounties  charged  to  the 
United  States,  in  payment  of  the  quota  would,  immediately 
compel  Congress  to  disband  the  whole  army  for  the  want 
of  the  nieans  of  subsistence,  or  to  permit  the  troops  to 
plunder  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  midst  of  those  comphints  of  your  situaiion  I  re- 
ceive a  particular  ji^leasure  from  the  assurance  that  the 
Legislature  will  contribute  td  the  general  service  of  the 
Union  their  proportion  af  well  established  fiinds.  I  hop^ 
the  reeommendation  for  that  purpose  will  soon  come  imder 
the  consideration  of  the  United  Stiites  and  be  duly  ex- 
pedited. ' 
vol*.  XII.             9 
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I  have  the  pleasure  to  add,  Sir,il)at.  a. report  from  this 
office  for  the  full  aud  lioal  settlement  of  accounts  is  now 
befoie  the  Congress.  Whenever  a  determination  shall 
have  been  toade  it  will  be  transmitted. 

With  perfect  inspect  and  esteem  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    TliE    GOVERNORS   OF    NORTH    CAROLINA,  SOUTH    CARO*- 

LINA,    AND    GEORGIA. 

bffice  of  Fina:iiee,  December  19th)  1781. 
-Sir,  ^ 

To  my  eircular  letter  on  that  subject,  i  have  already  bad 
the  honor  to  transmit  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  con* 
tained  in  their.  Acts  pf  the  30th  of  October  find  2d  of  No- 
vember, last,  by  which  the  quota  of  your  Slato  for  the  year 
1782   is  dollars,   payable  in  quarterly  payments, 

commencing  the  Ist  day  of  April  next. 

The  distresses  which  your  State  has  lately  suffered,  will 
not,  I  fear,  permit  the  collection  of  this  quota  in  hard 
i«ioney,  although  the  subsistence  of  the  army  will  naturally 
call  for  ai).  expenditure  to  a  great  amount  in  such  articles 
as  the  State  can  furnish.  The  mode  iiitberto  pursued  of 
granting  ijeceipl^  and  certificates  by.  every  one  empowered 
or  employed  to  im^)ress  or  purchase,  cantXH  but  be  at* 
tended  with  tnucli  confu^iot)  and  difficulty,  if  not  with 
Qj)prcssion  and  fraud..  It  is  the  duty  of  those  who  are 
intrusied.  with  the  management  of  the  public  afiatrs,  to  pre- 
vent as  much  as  |)ossihle  these  eviis^  and  as  much  as  possi- 
ble to  equalize  and  diminish  tbose  burdens,  which  the 
people  must  bear.  It  weuld  give  me  great  pleasure  to  be 
put  in  such  a  situation,  as  that  I  might  at  once  contraet  for 
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the  supplies  of  the  southern  atmy  5  but  I  have  not  specie 
for  the  purpose ;  nor  do  I  find  that  t«xes  are  yet  l^iid  in 
the  Southern^  States^  to  procure  it.  Wherefore,  I' n|MSt 
wait  yet  some  time,  until  the  public  treasury  is  replenished, 
until  the  hard  money  now  in  Anferiea  gets  somewhat  more 
diffused,  and  until  I  have  a  prospect  of  receiving  back  from 
those  States  in  hard  mofney  their  quota  of  ihe  public  taxes. 

In  rills  situation  of  things,  I  havie  devised  and  proposed 
to  the  Delegates  of  the* three  Southern  States,^  the  follow- 
ing plan.  To  appoint  a  Receiver  of  the  taxes  in  each 
State^  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  Congress,  and  to  empower 
such  Receiver  to  issue  notes  on  the  warranto  of  the  Grene- 
ra),  payable  in  those  taxes,  or  from  the  amount  of  them 
when  collected.  By  which  means  those  articles^  necessary 
for  the  consumption  of  the  army  may  be  purchased,  and 
the  quota  of  the' State  i)e  thereby  paid. 

The  Delegates  of  North  and  South  Ciifolinn  thought  the 
plan  eligible,  but  one  of  the  Delegates  of  Georgia  was  dis- 
incirried  to  that  part  of  it,  which  requires  the  previous  pass- 
ing of  a  few  to  raise  the  <^ota  of  taxes  called  for  by  the 
United  Stated.  1  am  this  morning  informed,  that  upon  a 
reconsideration  of  the  matter,  a  majority  of  the  Delegates 
of  South  Carolina  are  also  of  opinion,  that  h  would  be  bet- 
ter not  to  make  the  enacting  such  a  law  an  indispensable 
part  of  the  system."  I  am  very  sorry  (br  this  circumstance, 
because,  as  all  the  Delegates  from  the  three  States  men- 
tioned, approve  of  the  plan  in  other  respects,  I  did  expect 
their  warm  recommendation  of  it  to  their  respective  Legis- 
latures ;  fcr  your  Excellency  will  perceive  at  a  single 
ghmce,  that  it  originated- in  the  sincere'  desire  of  relieving 
those  States,  and  has  that  relief  for  its  object,  as  ht  as  the 
public  service  of  the  United  States  will  possibly  permit. 


68  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Those  gentlemen  who  object  to  nnakiog  a  tax  bill  the 
preliminary  to  any  issues  of  the  notes,  have  proposed  as  an 
ex|y3dienty  a  law,  promising  tlie  payment  of  the  notes^when 
taxation  shall  become  practicable,  compelling  the  receipt 
of  them  in  payment  as  specie,  and  limiting  the  prices  of 
those  articles,  which  the  army  may  want.  This  is  done  to 
obviate  two  objections,  which  are  supposed  to  be  against 
taxation,  that  the  state  of  the  country  will  not  admit  of  the 
coIleciioRy  and  that  those  who  have  no  property  left  but 
l^nds,  cannot  pay  the  taxes  without  extreme  distress. 

Before  I  go  iato  any  detailed  observations  on  ttiese  sub* 
jects,  I  beg  leave  to  state  one  general  reason  why  I  n^ust 
insist  on  the  tax  law,  even  if  in  other  respects  I  should 
have  no  material  objections  to  the  expedient  proposed.  As 
Superintendent  of  the  Finances  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
my  duty  to  urge  a  compliance  with  t^e  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress, aody  thercfoi'e,  to  facilitate  that  compliance ;  but  I 
should  betray  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  if  by  any  expedient 
whatever,  I  assisted  in  eluding  those  requisitions.  With 
me,  therefore,  the  propriety  of  passing  the.  tax  bill  can  ad- 
mit of  no  question ;  and  in  consequence,  my  orders  are 
precise,  t^  prevent  the  issue  of  a  single  note,  until  such 
bills  shall  have  been  enacted,  and  .effectual  provision  made 
for  the  collection . 

I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  of  trespassing  on  your  pa- 
tience, with  some  observations  as  to  the  two  laws  proposed. 
And  first,  as  to  the  expediency  of  taxing,  and  the  weight  of 
the  objections  against  it.  When  it  is  considered,  that  the 
expenditures  of  the  army,  (sup[$osing  the  war  to  be  carried 
ou  in  the  Southern  States,  must  greatly  exceed  the  atoount 
of  the  sums  called  for  from  those  States,)  one  position  is 
clear,  that  by  complying  with  the  requisitions  of  Co^igress, 
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a.  baboce  of  mcmey  must  necessarily  be  brought  in  from 
the*  other  States^  ^o  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  wbc^e 
reveoue  in  those  particular  States,  w^en  compared  with 
the  amount  of  the  whole  expenditure.  .  But  by  neglecting 
to  comply  with  the  requisitiofis  of  Congress,  (as  it  will  be 
impossible- to  supply  the  army  in  the  same  regular  manner, 
which  prevails  elsewhere,)  the  whole  cost  of  the  expendi* 
ture  will  fall  in.  the  first  instance  on  those  who  are  near  the 
seat  of  war,  subject  to  a  future  settlement  of  accounts* 
Besides  which,  it  is.  demonstrable,  that .  this  latter  mode  of 
supply,  which  is  at  present  practised,  is  very  wasteful  and 
expensive.  Nor  is  ibis  the  only  objection,  thongh  certainly 
a  very  strong  one.  We  must  further  consider,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  present  mode,  of  taking  supplies,  the  burden 
falls  very  unequally  on  the  inhabitautsy  and  of  course,  very 
unjustly.  I  fear  that,  with  truth,  it  may  added,  that  in 
sqme  instances,  it  is  attended  with .  strong  circumstances  of 
distress.  ,       .      ,     ,    - 

Henoe,  then>  I  oondade  that  .the  prupriety  of  taxa* 
tion  is  eyident,  uoless  the  reasons  against  it  are  of 
weight  sufficient  to  couaterbalance  the  incoaveniencesy 
which  would  result  from  negleetiog .  it.  I  proceed, 
therefore,  to  examine  them.  And  first,  as  to  the  state 
of  th?  country  and  the  means  of  eollectioir*  It  is  clear 
that  within  the  enemy's  lines,  taxes  cannot  be  col- 
lected 4  but  out  of.then^,  they  certainly  may  be.  For, 
surely,  it  is  as  easy  to  compel  a -man  to  pay  money,  by 
seissing  hts  property,  as  it  is  to  seize  that  property  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  troops.  There  iS|  however,  this 
additional  advantage  in  taxing,  that  these  may  be  com- 
pelled to  pay,  who  have  not  articles  useful  fot  the 
army)  as  well  as  those  who  have.     The  objeotioni  that 
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those  who  have  land  only  wilt  be  distressed  by  the 
sale  of  it,  will  have  just  as  mach  weight  as  the  Legis* 
lature  may  choosy  to  give'^it ;  for  if  no  taxes  are  raised 
on  land,  the  objection  will  vanish,  and  dertaiftly  the 
Legislature  will  be  in  capacity  to  determine  whether 
any  tax  should  be  laid  on  it,  and  what  that  tax  should 
be. 

But,  farther,  it  appears  that  the  ot^ection  is  ealoo* 
lated  to  favor  the  rich,  who  are  groat  landholders,  in 
preference  to  the  poor,  who  labor  on  a  small  planta- 
tion ;  and  how  far  this  may  be  either  wise  or  just  is 
not  for  me  to  determine.  I  will,  however,  suggest  an 
expedient,  that,  as  the  taxes  are  payable  quarterly,  the 
first  two  quarters^  tax  should  be  raised  on  the  poils^ 
the  slaves,  and  other  personal  property  in  the  State, 
and  the  land  tax  be  paid  on  the<  last  quarterly  instal- 
ments. This  will  give  the  several  landholders  room 
to  turn  themselves,  so  as  to  provide  for  their  several 
appropriations  in  season.  I  will  just  add  under  this 
head,  that  if  (as  theife  is  some  reason  to  hope)  the 
southern  States  should  be  totally  evaeutoted,  the  eacti^n* 
sioo  of  their  comjBeree  will  soon  obviate  every  objec* 
tion,  which  can  possibly  b^  in  the  way  of  taxation. 

I  must  observe  further,  that  those  States,  which 
delay  the  levying  of  taxes  to  Answer  present  requisi> 
tions,  will  become  totally  incapable  of  complying  with 
future  calls,  and'  consequenti>y,  we  shall  always  be 
dealing  in  doubts  and  uncertainties,  instead  of  estab« 
lishing  that  confidence  and  vigor,  whioh  alone  can 
perfect  our  ind^endene<(. 

I  come  now  to  the  proposed  law  for  comj^elling  the 
receipt    of   the   notes  and   regulating  the   prices  of   « 
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arti4sl6eu     My  o{ri:niOD   of  ail  such   Iwrs  is  d^dedljr 
fixed.     I  know  bothsfrom  reason  aod  exfywiencef',  tbat 
tlney  itijore  the  eredit  of  the  pa|xer  Ihey  appear  de-* 
signed  to»  sapport«     They  show  doubts  iia  the  miod  of 
the  Le^slafture,  they  commBRicate  those  doubta  to -the 
breasts  of  the  people,  the  credit  of  the  paper  ia  then 
de6tro3red  before  it  is  issued,  and  all  the  after  opera^ 
tion  of  the  law  is  one  continued  seene  of  fraud  -  and 
iniquitjr.     If,  therefore,  sudi  tax  bill  shall  be  passed 
as  will  permit  issuidsg  the  notes  in  question,  I  entreat, 
that  on  no  representation,  nor  for  any  caase  whatever, 
any  law  be  passed  making  the  notes  a  tesideir,  valuing; 
the  priee  of  goods,  or  anything  of  that  sort*     I  aisk 
for  no  embargo,  no  regulations*     On   the  contrary^  I 
wish   and    pray^   that  the  whole  detestable   tribe  of 
restrictions  may  be  4one  away,  and  the  people  be  pot 
in  possessicm  of  diat  freMam^  for  which  they  are  eon*- 
tending.    Ihave  no  sy^em  of  finance,  except  that 
which  restrlts  from^  the  plain  self*>eTident  dictates  of 
moral  honesty.     Taxation  and  economy  are  the  two 
pillars  by  which  tha<t  system  is  supported,  and   if  the 
several  States  will  provide  the  former,  I   will   pledge 
myself  for  the  latter,  as  far  as  my  abilities  will  permit. 
To  return  dien,  Sir,  to  the  plan  I  have  to  propose. 
It  is  simply   this.     I  expect  that  the  Legislature   of 
your  State  will  immediatel}^  pass  laws  to   collect  by 
the  days  mamed^  the  swias  called  for  irom  them  Am*  the 
service  of  tb^  year  178^.     To  facilitate  the .  collection 
and  payo^ent  of  the  taxes,  I  consent  to  receive  the 
notes  signed  by. the  Reoeii^r  of  Ihe  contiinentai  taxes 
for  your  State.     If,  therefore,  the  Legislature  ap>prbve, 
of  iny  plan,  they  wil  merely  add  a.  elauae  rendering 
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those  notes  receivable  by  Uieir  collectors  as  specie,  ia 
the  continental  takes.  They  will,  I  doubt  not^  pro- 
vide the  ways  and  m^as  by  whiish  the  Recemr  shall 
compel  the  several  collectors.- to  pay  over  whatever 
sums,  either  of  those  notes  or  of  bard  money,  tbey 
may  have  received.  This  will  leavb^it  purely  optional 
with  the  people  to  take  the  notes,  or  to  let  them  alone^ 
If  the  taxes  are  collected,  they  must  either  pay  these 
nutes  or  hard  nroney.  If  they  pay  hard  money,  ^he 
notes  will  not  be  necessary.  If  they  pay  the  notes, 
the  public  will  already  have  received  the  value,  of 
them,  in  the  articles  for  which  they  are  first  paid* 

I  enclose  the  form  of  the  notes  and  the  denomiiia* 
tions,  and  I  will  appoint  the  Receiver  of  the  eonUnental 
taxe»^  for  your  State,  as  soon  as  I  can  fix  on  a  proper 
person,  and  prepare  the  necessary  instructions..'  In 
the  meantime,  the  law  may  easily  be  passed,  with  a 
clause  directing  the.  mode  in  which  the  appointment  of 
such  Receiver  shall  be  announced  to  the  puhlie<  > 
I  have^  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THJS   QOV£RNOB    OF,  BHOPE    ISLAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  December  2^h,  1781. 

Sir, 
I  have  been  ^vored  with  your  letter  of  the  3d  of 
last  month,  arid  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  infor- 
mation it  contains.  There  is  now  before  Congress,  on 
a  report  from  this  office,  a  plan  for  liquidating  and  ad- 
justing the  accounts  of  the  several  States,  and  I^ould 
sooner  have  answered  your  letter,  if^I  had  not  expected 
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the  pleasure  of  sending  forward  the  Act  of  Congress 
on  that  subject  with  my  letter. 

I  have  no  dojubt  but  that  the  State  over  which  you 
preside,  has  made  great  exertions  in  the  common 
cause,  and  but  for  the  exertions,  which  have  been 
made,  the  enemy  would  long  since  have  Keen  more 
successful.  Every  State  in  the  Union  claims  the  merit 
of  extraordinary  efforts,  and  whose  claim  is  the  best,  I 
will. not  pretend  to  ascertain  ;  hot  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  observe,  that  nothing  but  a  continuance  of 
active  exertions  on  our  part  can  possibly  assure  those 
objects,  for  which  so  much  has  already  been  done  and 
suffered.  Persuaded  that  the  wisdom  of  your  Legis- 
lature will  feel  equally  with  me  the  force  of  this 
observation,  I  have  lio  doubt  but  that  the  requisitions 
of  Congress,  for  the  service  of  the  year  178S,  will  be 
punctually  complied  with* 

With  respect  to  the  impost  law,  I  will  not  say  any-* 
thing  more  about  it,  than  merely  to  remind  you  of 
what  has  already  been  said  in  former  letters.  The 
time  isjiastening  on,  when  it  must  be  determined, 
perhaps  forever,  whether  the  United  States  of  North 
America  shall,  or  shall  not,  possess  the  inestimable 
jewel  of  public  credit.  In  the  meantime,  the  conduct 
of  those  in  public  life,  as  far  as  it  relates  ta  this  object, 
must  determine  whether  or  not  they  are  really  the 
friends,  of  their  country.  Mr  Warren,  who  is  now 
I  suppose  with  you,  will,  I  doubt  not,  give -you  every 
information,  which  may  be  required  as  to  the  situation 
of  our  affairs,  and  his  genius  and  talents  will  enable 
him  to  place  in  a  much  stronger  point  of  view  than 
audy  letter  from  me,  the  impdrtance  of  complying  with 
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tbe- requisitioDs  of  the  Uinted  Siaitesr  I  hope»  Sir^ 
you  will  pardon  me  for  adding,  that  if  eT^y  Stste  in 
the  Union  baa  an  equat  right  with  yours  to  wait  until 
others  have  complied,  the  Congress  may  spare  them- 
selves the  trouble  of  doipg  any  further  bustnessi  and 
their  constituents  may  be  spared  the  expense  of  keep- 
ing them  together.  I  need  not,  I  am  persuaded,  go 
into  a  detail  of  the  consequences. 

With  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  I  amy  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CIRCULAR   TO    THS.  a0V£RN0R8   OF   TBfi    8TATS8. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  34, 1*^82. 

.  Altbough  it  is  now  eleven*  months  since  Congress  recom-^ 
mended  an  impost  of  five  per  cent  on  goods  imported^  and 
on  prizes  and  prize  goods,  the  States-  of  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island^  and  Maryland,  have  not  yet  complied  with 
that  reccMnmendation^ 

I  will  not  repeat  the  arguments  to  induce  a  comfdiaoce, 
V^bich  are  cQRtained»  either  in  ray  letter  of  the  27th  of 
July,  or  elsewhere ;  that  is  uoneeeasery.  The  object  of 
this  letter  is  to  make  a  representation,  which  ^an  no  longer 
be  delayed  consistently  with  the  duties  lowe^  either  to 
myself,  or  my  country.  And  although  it  is  principally 
designed  for  those  three  Sitstes  josi  mentioned^  yet  I  trans* 
n)it  it  to  the  other  States,  (in  a  leMer,  of  which  the  copy 
is  endoiEied^)  because  all  ouglit  to  know  what  is  interesting 
to  all. 

Convinced  that  the  impost  reeommended  was  not  suft« 
cieaty  I  had  dewsed  sonfie  additienal  funds  for  the  pi^ient 
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of  our  debts,  and  the  support  of  our  credit.  These  I 
sboald  have  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
bad  the  States  complied  with  their  former  recommen- 
dations. 

In  a  circular  letter,  dated  th&  19th  of  October  last,  I 
had  the  honor  to  mention  an  order  prohibiting  Loan  Offi- 
cers from  issuing  certificates  in  payment  of  interest, 
together  with  the  reasons  for  which  it  was  made.  That 
order  has  already  produced  jfouch  clamor  among  the  pub- 
lic creditors.  This  I  es^pected,  and  I  still  expect  that  it 
will  occasion  much  more. 

The  public  debt  is  considerable,  and  the  public,  credit 
must  be  lost,  if  the  interest  of  it  be  not  provided  for.  iCon- 
gresB  have  done  their  duty  in  requesting  revenue,  and  I 
have  done  mine  in  soliciting  a  compliance  with  their  re- 
quest. It  only  remains  for  me  to  bear  testimony  Against 
those  who  oppose  that  cprnpliance,  and  to  declare,  that 
they  and  they  only,  must  be  re$por/,^ble  for  tbe^consie- 
quences.  They  are  answurable  to  the  other  States,  to 
their  fellow  citizens^  to  the  public  greditors,  and  tb  the 
whole  world. 

I  must  speak  plainly  on  this  subject.  I  must  point  out 
from  time  io  time,  the  res^^on  of  those  things,  which  have 
produced  murmurs  and  complaints  against  the  represon*- 
tative  body  of  America.  I  must  direct  those  who  suffer, 
to  thos6  who  occasion  their  sufferings,  and  those  who  are 
iojureid  to  those  who  have  (jone  them  wrong.  Let  ine 
iben  loaae  mis^  entreat,  tbAiihis  great'ot^ct  be  serioualy 
considered.  Let  me  repeat,  that  ibe  hope  of  otir  onemj 
is  in  the  derangement  of  our  finances ;  and  let  me  add, 
ll)at  wht^n  revenue , is  given,. that  hope  must  cease.  He^ 
theceibre,  who  .opposes  ilbe  grant  of  such  rev«iuue,  ,not  only 
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opposes  himself  to  ibe  dictates  of  justice,  but  be  labors  to 
continue  the  war,  and  of  consequence  to  shed  more  blood, 
to  produce  more  devastation,  and  to  extend  and  prolong 
the  miseries  of  mankind. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,'  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS  * 


CIRCULAR  TO    THE    ^OYERNORS    OF    THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Fin&nce,  Janaary  Sih,  1782. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  ordinance 
passed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  the 
31st  day  of  December,  1781,  incorporating  the  subscribers 
of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  together  with  sundry  reso- 
lutions recommending  to  the  several  States  to  pass  such 
laws  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  giving  the  said  or* 
dtnance  its  full  operation.  The  resolutbns  6f  the  26th  of 
May  last  speak  so  clearly  to  the  points  necessary  to  be  es- 
tablished by  those  laws,  that  I  need  not  enlarge  on  them. 
Should  anything  more  be  found  necessary  upon  experi- 
ence, the  President  and  Directors  will  no  doubt  make 
suitable  applications  to  Congress,  or  to  the  States  respec- 
tively, as  the  case  may  require. 

*' January  7th.  This  day  the  National  Bank  of  North  America 
opens  to  transact  business.  This  institution  I  am  persuaded  will 
flourish  under  the  management  of  honest  men  and  honest  measures. 
The  present  directors  are  sutih  men,  and  the  present  system  of 
measures  are  founded  in  principles  of  justice  and  equity.  There- 
fore, I  shall  most  cheerfully  assist  al^  in  my  power,  to  establish  and 
support  this  Bank.  And  as  a  beginning,  I  have  this  day  issued 
my  warrant  on  the  treasury  for  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
part  of  the  shares,  which  I  have  subscribed,  on  behalf  of  the  public. 
Diary. 
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It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  this 
Bank  commenced  its  operations  yesterday,  and  I  am  con- 
fident that  with  proper  management,  it  will  answer  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  those  who  befriend  the  in- 
stitution* It  will  facilitate  the  management  of  the  finances 
of  ibe  United  States.  The  several  States  may,  when 
their  respective  necessities  require,  and  the  abilities  of  the 
bank  will  permit,  derive  occasional  advantages  and  accom- 
modations  from  it.  It  will  9fford  to  the  individuals  of  all 
the  States  a  medium  for  their  intercourse  with  each  other, 
and  for  the  payment  of  taxes  more  convenient  than  the  pre- 
cious metals,  and  equally  safe.  It  will  have  a  tendency  to 
increase  both  the  internal  and  external  commerce  of  North 
America,  and  undoubtedly  will  be  infinitely  useful  to  M 
the  traders  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  provided,  as  I 
have  already  said,  it  is  conducted  on  principles  of  equity, 
justice,  prudence,  and  economy.  The  present  directors 
bear  characters,  which  cannot  fail  to  inspire  confidence, 
and  as  the  corporation  is  amenable  to  the  laws,  power 
can  neither  sanctify  any  improper  conduct,  nor  protect  the 
guilty.  Under  a  full  conviction  of  these  things,  I  flatter 
myself,  that  I  shall  stand  excused  for  recommending  in 
the  strongest  manner,  this  well  meant  plan,  to  all  the  en- 
couragement and  protection,  which  your  State  can  give, 
consistently  with  wisdom  and  justice. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   THE  OOVKRNOir  OF   BHOl^E    ISLAND* 

Office  of  Finance,  January  14tb,  1782. 

Sir, 

The  delegates  of  Rhock  Island  did  loe  the  honor  to 
comniuQtcate  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  24th  of  last 
month,  directed  to  them^  I  have  carefulfy  considered  that 
letter,  and  now,  agreeably  to  my  prombe  made  to  them, 
shaH  endeavor  to  convey  my  sentiments  Jupon  it  to  you. 
You  mention,  Sir,  that  the  Assembly  uminimously  con* 
eluded,  that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand 
(k)llars,  called  for  by  Congress,  to  be  so  large  as  that  it 
eould  not  by  any  ineans  be  raised  in  specie,  and  you  say, 
further,  that  the  scarcity  ^of  cash-has  become  uncommonly 
great. 

By  the  Acts  of  Congress  on  that  subject,  you  will  per* 
oeive  the  amount  of  taxes  called  for  by  the  United  States, 
to  be  eight  millions  of  dollars.  I  cannot  pretend  to  say, 
that  the  apportionment  has, '.or  has  not  been  equal ;  but  i 
atn  persuaded  it  is  as  nearly  so  as  the  information,  which 
could  have  been  obtained,  would  by  any  means  admit. 
The  whole  sum.  Sir,  lioWever  large  it  may  appear^  is  very 
much  short  of  our  fornier  annual  expenditures;  and,  I  am 
sorry  to  add,  ^liat  it  is  certainiy  short  of  what  will  be 
necessary,  even  with  the  strictest  economy.  I  am  com* 
gelled  on  this  occasion  to  observe,  that  the  want  of  credit 
is  now  materially  felt.  Other  free  nations  find  infinite  re- 
lief from  the  oppressive  weight  of  taxation  by  anticipating 
the  public  revenue ;  but  we,  with  every  advantage  from 
nature  to  prevent  it,  are  obliged  to  bear  now*. those  bur- 
dens, which  ought,  in  reason,  to  be  divided  with  succeed- 
ing generations.     To  obtain  credit,  we  must  provide  funds 


DIPLOMATfO  COARfi9POND£NC£.  79 

amply  sufficient,  not  onlj  to  pay  the  interest  of  all  former 
debts,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  but  also  sufficient  to 
liquidate  those,  which  we  may  find  it  necessary  in  future  to 
contract.  These  funds  must  be  permanent,  clear,  sufficient^ 
and  at  the  disposition  of  Congress.  Nothing  sliort  of  that 
will  answer  the  {Mirpose. 

In  the  meantime,  the  interest  of  our  debt  is  as  great  as 
if  such  funds  were  given  ;  and  to  pay  that  interest  will  cost 
as  much  to  the.  people;,  but  the  complaints  from,  every 
quarter,  until  it  be  provided  for,  do  infinite  injury. 
Whereas,  if  funds  were  granted,  we  might  from  time  to 
time  obtain  loans,  both  at, home  and  abroad,  sufficient  to- 
defray  a  great  proportion  o(  our  annual  expenditure. 
You  will  easily  perceive  what  relief  the  people  would  feel 
from  paying  the  interest  instead  of  the  principal.  As  to 
th.e  want  of  money,  your  Legislature  must  consider,  that 
there  must  always  be  such  want  frotn  the  very  nature  of 
things,  because  nothing  gives  to  money  its  value,  but  the 
universal  desire  of  obtaining  it;  and,  of  consequence,  the 
ease  with  which  all  the  necessaries,  conveniences,  and  lux« 
uries  of  life  are  obtained  in  exchange  for  it.  It  is  the 
value  of  money,  which  has  induced  all  wise  niitbns  to  raise 
the  .supplies  in  coin,  rather  than,  in  producie,  because  there 
is  nothing,  which  so  facilitates  the  economy  of  public  re* 
sources.  And  the  great  object  of  a  wise  and  just  govenv- 
meet  is,  to  reduce  as  low  as  possifoie  tiie  burdens,  which 
the  people  must  bear,  for  their  own  preservation,  safety, 
and  advantage.  The  want  of  money  always  has  been,  and 
now  is  complained  of  throughout  the  Uftited  States.  This 
went  will,  however,  be  soon  remedied  in  some  degree  by 
the  bank  pAper ;  and  further,  it  must  be  remiembered,  th»t 
as  the  public  wants  will  call  for  an  expenditure  fiaster  than 
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the  collection  of  taxes  will  take  place,  those  taxes  will  by 
no  means  decrease  the  general  circulating  inedium,  and  if 
that  medium  be,  as  is  said  and  as  I  really  believe,  de- 
ficient, conunerce  will  continue,  as  at  present,  to  increase 
it  by  the  daily  importation  of  specie  from  abroad. 

The  taking  of  specific  supplies  has,  by  experience,  been 
found  unequal  to  the  object,  and  is  extremely  wasteful  and 
expensive.  Many  articles,  produced  in  the  several  States, 
in  themselves  very  valuable,  will  by  no  means  admit  of 
transportation ;  and  even  those,  which  will  admit  of  it,  can 
seldom  be  brought  to  the  place  where  they  must  be  con- 
sumed,  but  at  an  expense  which,  in  many  instances,  ex* 
ceeds  the  original  value.      ^ 

I  am  convinced,  nevertheless,  chat  there  is  force  in  your 
observation,  on  the  propriety  of  expending  within  the  State 
as  much  of  the  revenue  drawn  from  it  as  can  consist  with 
the  general  interest  of  the  Union.  This,  Sir,  must,  never- 
theless, depend  in  a  great  dej;ree  upon  the. cheapness  with 
which  your  citizens  will  furnish  such  things  as  the  public 
may  want.  While  they  industriously  make  and  cheaply 
vend  those  things,  which  the  necessities  of  mankind  re- 
quire, they  need  not  apprehend  a  want  of  money  ;  for  as, 
on  the  one  hand,  he  will  get  most  of  a  commodity,  who 
will  give  for  it  the  most  money  ;  so,  on  the  other,  he  will 
get  the  most  money  who  will  give  for  it  the  most  of  a  com* 
modity.  Your  honorable  delegates  inform  me,  that  many 
articles  fit  for  our  use,  and  m  particular  blankets  and  wool- 
len stockings,  are  manufactured  in  your  State,  and  can  be 
afibrded  to  the  United  States  on  good  terms.  If  so,  it  is 
very  probable,  that  not  only  the  revenue  called  for  may  be 
expended  there,  but  even  a  greater  sum..  I  wiH  give 
orders  to  the  Clothier  General  to  make  inquiries  immedi- 
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ati^y  ai  lo  the  iqunniitids  and  prices  6f  afttelto  propel*  fbr 
feiB.iki{Miifm0rft  in  ytuv  State]  mid  tojiur^ba^ei  if  ih»f 
can  be  Inrd  ypon  properiQffniHi 

As  to*  milking  any  agreefA^nt  <br  specific  artistes,' I  ctin*^ 
1t]ot  undertake  it,  bee^uae:  I  hav«' already  mntfeeopMI;^ 
for  xnak  of  tbe  tftides^;  which  we  may  wai^t,  payable 4i 
mont^y  ;*^aRd  I  ami  tno  distant  to  Jndgi^  of  prices ;  nor  is  it 
possible  for  the  human  -  mind  in  that  ccHfhplreated  scehtf, 
wMoh 'Engrosses  «v«ry  moment  of.  my  time,  suffibieikfy  to 
attend  to  stkb  minute  details.'  .Tlie-  business  of  govern*- 
meht^moetJbe  simpliflcNi,  in  order^that  it  may  be  wellpon* 
docted,  aqd  lo  db  tbi$'l»  vt^th'  me  kvery  pripcfpai  object. 
Yoar  £xdeHency^itt-|ierCei^,  tbatl  am  autborised  to  ap^ 
point  a  Receive  b^  the  Cwinental  taxes  w)tf$in  the  se<tr- 
erM.Sfai^,  audi- shall  inata^tbe  appointment  within  yoitr 
State  i^ery  s)le^ly.-  1  have  every  dispositioti  to  comply 
«viili  your-wtSbesj'^nd  vvHigwe  such  instrulitions  to'U^ 
itoeeiv^r,  asiiathemay  fe^m  time  lo  time  fttoiHttte  lA^ 
viev^s  of'lite  I^e^latm-e  atnd^iighten  tbe  burdetis  of  ilvift 
people^  whkfb  1  l^ineerely  ^ure  ybur  ExceNehcy  is  a<i| 
^ect'that  li^s  netf^esfl  my  heart.  ' . 

i  havefbe  honor  to  be,^ftto. 

>      '  ROBEtlT  MORRIS. 


TO  tiiSjritBd$in»8r^  iO^F  aoifi»]iBas. 

'  O^eeVFin&neii,  Januury  I5(b,  1789. 


»  • 


Finding  b/ the  Actaf  tbe  Uohed  States  iaCong^noaof 
the  7tii'  inaiiant,  thai  I  amvinslrtitstod^  4oi;pi)epar8'akid  r«|NM 
a.taUe  of.fatea,  at  wbidiii  the  dtffbrini  spcdiasof  foneign 
coins  nnosi  iMy^  lo  :oirctitate^  within  the  United .  SMea 
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^in  ta  .tvrn  ,i»^  «tt«miofi  tp  -fin.  ^li^eat,  iwbicib'  bfm^en^ 
ployed  my  thoughts-  very  «(t4qM^tl}^,:.ai^.  wbidb^iroiiU 
l^{^9eib0^»  Ipng'^QOe  sMbttMUM  4o  Cj^nfir^i  li«d)not 
j^e^9;  pr^vfmied  hy  f^lber/iHisinta^^awl  oiu«b  ^elbyod-.lgr 
IJ^oB^  tbiog^r^tifi^to  thisfbMMesp)  tvJiMi.4l9p^o49dup<iii 

sQcn^wbfttat'lwg^  on  this  &ubj^(5t.   .>  .     . 

^  T^  United  Stal^  likboti.midfr  mmy^  ineoiiirenJlMNics 
iin4  9«e[idisa4!/(anl$ge$,'Whici)  m«)F  at'pi:09^rMt  b^  r (9iT|ci4ie4 
km  vriueb»  jf  ^i»&red,to*is€!9tifiu<b  .W4}(ild;b0i?oate)4^q«fftb)^ 
^od  lead  to  pernicious  a<ins(t%tNsaeQ$^!  liia^veiry  foKtui®!^ 
for  us,  tli«t  ib^  .weigbis  a^  .rmi^ttfi^  n«iMjl  tlKCc&gbo^t 
ADoeci^  afo^tl^e  ^same.. .  Exp^rioftce  hf«;9bow4)  in  pljber 
q^HiptffifiS)  thsl^tbeleffi>rls4>^(b^'lQgi|fhltQ^t^^an^  weig))t^ 
fr)d.4neasaf€i9>  alkbougb  Ailty/^c0nd«44>y  lM&.  laDr^  .^a^ 
%hlfinQ4  part  of-  the.  coiif|i»uOJ|)S' b«^9-  bteenso  fitroi^ly 
gppQ$^iby  tW  p(^ulwr  h«bib  waA  prqM^iic^)  ihatayEis 
^vQ  elapsed  wiifaouts'produqUitg  th^  id^i^ti  ei'^cu  I  ra- 
p^a^,  Uier^fore,  that  H  is  bappy  ior  u»  ¥)iha|v^  iibr()a||;bQ«H 
the  Union  the  same  idea*'  of'-^  %-  .mite  and-,  an  inoh, 
a  hogshead  and  a  quart,  a  po,iMid  anid  ad  .^im9«»  Bo  for 
oujHfiMQIQ^I'i&iait  de^fing^^t  are  stm|flified'  and  brought  donvn 
to  the  level  of  every  capacity. 

With  respect  to  our  money,  (he  case  i^  very  widely 
different.    ^«  ideas  'l«hn^5tadito<a'^oUMd,  a'  shilling,  and 

a  peiviy^  ?rft  ?li;no*.JV?.  T^WJj^,^  the  States  themlelves. 
Calculations  are,  therefore,  as  necessary  for«Qor  inland 
'oooiRii^iioe)  as  opoir'  foMgfi  egoebafigeit  <  And-,  ibe  com- 
wonestibingf'  beoomeinitrioiteiwheri  money  bat  aQy^Mag 
10'  do:  >;titK'l)liivni.  A  Armeriin.iNek  Hampabiro,  torin*- 
stutiee,  ieali'  riea^  ibrman  'Mea>  of  a  bubkat  at  ivrheot  m 


i]/ 
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9(Mfh  Ca^)iii«,'  tl^^^ht^  ^ty  'p6ufi(}^)  atid  placed  tttttm 

M  *;(A'iittra'ti(ih*k  te'v^dWli'  tWettlyone'^^IiJlllHgs  iM&  Hlf^t 
pence,  be  would  be  obliged  to  make  many  inquiries,  Mtf 

tAB^t  Hir •gtwertil  f^at' fie '  VPOiiW*  c&»  fouY-  febilfittgtr  y  «ttd 
ev^'fli^^t^  l^d)d''M^d  td'Pnqdif^'^lm  Irihd  bf  e^inf  tb^ 
fobt'>^HnHrig9»vv<fi^paidiYijbeT6i^b^b6uM  <^^^  hi  tiis' 

o#tf  ftiitiS;  flc^ofdling  to  th6  kfes^  of  rtVonfey,  w1iiiH'h».bad' 
imbibed^;  Bfffic^ri^S'of  ftJte.^i^  dd  iWDtti^cNiit  (bfattil^s^ 
al6tM5'.  Tf^f  atft  pfeifitexlftg  tb  Wdst  n«^i,  ^ftd  Wotfble^ 
do«het^ilt.  It'iB,  b(C?w«fV€frr«^*^rt^«t^  <^i^^«i^tsriiC4^^^ 
tiMl'iAdney  }^^o  Rifiii;]^  ih  thid<^v^er't$f  th^  SbVelt^t^ti, 

it-;  «nd'eTeivtf  ffeMTwereiiiDlthe  case,  y^  ihb  teowa 

sionir  oi>  Aftt  8»it|jeet.      ■     '    -^  -  ..v- 

depiteciaKng  medium,  fk^  ^e^^^fi  iiiolri^rtt  !^l)eifi%  \Q  W 
tlmt/in  «i4ikb'tt  ^net'al  ^Urr^cy  Vtm'  best'te  '^siib- 

iitolie^'WiinmeBA'th6'idM»e  thiWgb  )a  tW  s^veHid  ^ts^' 
of  rtw^lTrtUedefeate**  ■  •••^  ''••''  '^-  -J  '••  '•■  "»'^'  '•  •- 
AMtHcIl^  (w^dn^^^tefloe,  Whkfti'  Mrriifd^  df  Ihe;  =iffM<e 
easy  *ettl«dyj'*«d  #1iieh»  wdulif  Jti^Ided'b*  tWei  hf 
th«  vety  aSlmo'^^Ac*,  h  th<^  tv^Brnt-fef  a[  I«^4l  t^nd^it/ 
TM#  fe^«lr  n^e^Ka^yfdt  tli«  )^rpobe'ii  of  jd^ispruMnt'^/ 
aatt'^^ti^H^eltihr^^fiy^  for  those  of  tbYAti^hd!*^9^^ 
althot]^  ftiere'tegreW  Impiropt-ieftyy  iibt  40  '^ay  fnjtfl^' 
U(»,^'mj0Of^»itflh)g't^'tl^^n  fb're^^ive  a  pavt  Of  h^<dtiUi 
Ok  JAsehWg^  0^  tiM^Wholer  j^t  !U  is 'b«fth"jdi«'3(fta 
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proper;  that  the  law  sboiiltf  ^oteet  th^  hqfiesl;  ^^ibt^Tj 
who  J8  willHig  to  pay,  against' the  Tes^atious.auita.of  ai^i 
oppremve  creditor,s  vy)^  refiiAes*  t0  #e«eive  thejfiuU 

nlMe. 

The  nattire>  value,  aod  aae  fii  n^oney  tk^ve  atv^^yff 
dcofisioned  atrong  teqnptationa  to  the ;  ooeiiiiii^ei^'  of 
fraodi  and  of  conseq^ienroe^.  the  pracitice  of  ,«oiiaterfeit- 
ing  is  coeval  with  that  of  8oinu^g.  No  goverpfnent 
can  guard  its  subjeet  eptirely  agaiosi  tiler  Mcked  iogi^- 
Qiiity»  which  ha^  bjeen  exerei^  iii  this  respect  *  But 
it  has  always  been  the  abject  of  ervery  wise*  goyera« 
meat,  to  tal^e  all  the  precautix>ns;  Q^iiist  it,  whtHi.,  Mre 
witlUnthe  compass  of  hvin^le  .abiHiy^  ..These  pnao^jUH 
tioDS  will  be  leaat  ofieptuiii>  wbei^  .the^  ^o4n^.  are:  so 
RMmerouSy  ths^  the  knowledge>of  tljievi  ^b^Tog  ^a.  kind 
(^seieqce,  the  lower  <order  of  eitiizeni  ana  c^M^^aUj 
injtHre^  by  thoae  who  carry  onr  the  b^sinie^s  of  deta^sjog,, 
sweating,  clipping,  counterfeiting,, «iid  the  li]):e.:  U  is^ 
therefore,' to  be.laimnted,  tbatwe  i);it^.  so  ipaoy.^- 
feren t  $otoa  in>  the  U^Ued  SP^aMsi.    . .  «    ,  « 

It  16  laiot  neceasary  to  mentloo  what' is  io  every* 
heidy'a.ffiouth,  that  the  ^^reeious  nietals  were  first,  Qs%d 
as:4>ulKtyft,  and  that  the  incoavenii^Ae  ^f.weigbingf. 
and  the  difficulty  of  assaying  introdtfcii^'tbepivtotiii^  of 
c^iaing,.  in  order  that  the  weight  ^.  fio^nesa.  mght 
be  katowa  at  th0  first  iri^w,  and  of  coaseqMeoo^  the 
valiie*  be  instantly  ascertained^  it  is  equally  i^necea*. 
sary  la  observe^  that  the  great  firivilege  o(  decfewg 
tbis  valiie*by  particqldr  marks  has,  amaqg.ajU  of^tioes,, 
h^n  Tested  eiccliis^vely  in.  the  Sovereign*  .A  Irqst  s(^ 
ipportaot  <^uM  iiot,inde4^.be  veal^d  anfy^ene^-ei^; 
b9Wi9(»:i^e  cb^oger  pf  abusiDg  j(t  .was  400  greatr   And 
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hirtf  y  ioforns  ui^  t|«i  Soveittign^  theoiadnres'  bam 
iKit.oo.  IhL^octakiofi'behAved  yviih  tfaai tntcgrity^trhriob 
WW  alfhe  dne  !•  tboir  subjocls  and  to  <4i)efiiselve0y  to 
tbe  intdredts  jof  their  people  and  their  own^  peraooai 

|l»ey. 

Bkperieomr  has  abready  told' ,u6f  tUai^tfaer  sidvatitage 
of>gold  at^a  oem-^ia  iof'this  couattfy  very  con&klerably 
dkntsiahedy  for  every  diaiirict  {uecre  imiat  -  be  weighed 
before  it  can  be  safely  received.,  Both  geld  and  silvcfcr 
coirtis  are.  indeed  <prefeiMibie<  in  ope  respeet  to  eoaanron 
bettkut^  tbart  the>stmildard:is'presnnied  /to  bo- jast^  and 
coosequeaUyi  tb^y  are  recfeiv^  rwiibottt  this  delays 
and  exfriBosesof  SBsayiiig^  It  i^nauaty  fao.wever, .  he  Jre* 
0M3Btberefiy  .  that  they  are  aU  foreign  eeiiM^  and  of 
eourse^.pie'areiDOt  Only  exposed  to.  the 'tricks  of.indi^ 
vtduais^  iHit idiocrtd.  it  %intther  interest  or^- oonvenience 
of«n:}ik>SpiaBreign  to  make' base  moneyi  /or  us,  there  is 
nothing  tepreinantils  Jf;.  for  inststtee,  tbe  King^  of 
England,  4)r  any  of  his  Birminghahi  artists^  should 
coin  gmneasirmrtfa' but  aiisteen 'Sbtliii^  sterJing,  ^our 
eitizeiis.  nfoukt  -Tendily  end:  freely  receive^  them  at 
twemyone-sbiUitigs.steriingk  It  is  my  duty  to  men* 
tidnt  to  dongveas  /^nlfon^tioci  I-^'have  reoeived,  that 
goiuoas  of  bas^  -meti^  jve  coined  at  Birmingham  iso 
weUias  |o. escape  any  «om«ion  >aUentien«>  Now*  th^e 
can>be  no  denbti,  that  every  subb -guinea  received  here 
woald*^be  a  oelional  lass^to  .ue  otVaii'  £ngti8<i  orovixn. 
Hew  JBHcfh^we  soffer  inr  this  Way  at'|tfesentit  is  impose- 
aiUOiCD  estimadei  •      •     f 

'\Kbat  I  have-aireadyhadtb^  honor 'to- observe  con-^ 
tabis«somerof.tb^Tea$oni»'Wfaytit  appeals  <to  mo 'highly 
neeessaryi  thai(ai>  Ameriesn  eoin^  should  be  ado|kted 
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by  ^hich  eyerything  is  lo  be  mMMmd  iroght  to  be 
«s  fixed  as  the  aaturo  of  llungs«will  ailnttit  otj  .Sitnety 
therefbre,'ii  metiey  standard'  affixed  to  both,  the  pre»- 
eious  metals  will  net  give 'this  eerlain  eeeley  it  ie  belter 
to  make  useof  ofte  only.  Gold  is  itiOi^  vahiaUe  tilum 
Mlver,  and  so'lhr  must  leave  the  preference*  'Bulit^b 
from  thtft  Very  ciream^tefioei  the  nson^exiiDMd  :te 
fpAtidulent  practices.  Its  value*  ^vewdepiiig.il}  nfosf 
portable  is  an  )tdvbiitBge,  bet  ill  iitf.aii-aidyahtege^  wMcb 
paper  poesesses' in  A  mueh  greeter^degrae^atid- of  wa- 
mquenee  the  consmereial  tiatioti  of  fingland '  lias'  htud 
recourse  to  paper  for  the  pnrpMs  of  its:  (rUe,«khe«gk 
the  m^ass  of  cirtsuietingeoifi  is  gbidi^  •  Et  witt'^beeye  be 
in  our  poiver^  to  carry  ^a  'plq)er*eireakitsott«t0*  'Avery 
proper  ex tent»  Th^re  oaii  be  ne«.deuiity  therefMre^  tkut 
otir  money  st&ncUrd  dught  to  b^  afiiWe^^o  eil<vev\  ^     «? 

But  silver  is  liable,  like  evecy^hingek^i^o^tt  change 
ef  value.  If  there<i8  a-dsm«»d  for  it  Ho^  expMtahe 
value  mil  rise;  if  the  oontraryii'wtil  fiitt;  ^ad  so  ikr 
ft  cajiitot  be  eonaideretl  a&  a  ixeA  measeretof  v^hw. 
Before  tbis  objection  be  oossideired  it  leiii  he  pvopcr  to 
make  a  few  reflections  en  another  pert*  of  the  presttiC 
subjeet;  but  in  this  place  I  remark^  tliat^>if'lbe:^obfce^ 
tion  caiuiot  be  removed^  me  mmaiisot  sulfler  it« to  ie 
pveponderatey  beeauee  <  it:,  wtaighe  -etrke- against'  ceery 
othernfietak  ,  .  ,  ,.      -    ..s  '?. 

To  coin  ntoney  is* a  ceritein  expense)-  and'  ef  <  cMfse 
it  ie^an  eidpehse/which  mustWboriire  by  tto  peef»le. 
In  England  the  coin  Mim  melted  wW:  sell  ae'lMiHfaln 
len  ju4t  as  mneh ;  fltt  its '  weiglii  inr  »edieF  coin.  The;  ex* 
pense  of  coinage  iS:  patd-hy  the-  Growst^  -  atid  >  ofw«io«irie' 
it  is^raiised  by  tac^s  from  .the  people.  >  ia.  France 'the 
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coinage  instead  of  being  es^pensive'  yields,  a  profit 
The  price  given  for  metal  at  the  mint  is  about  eight 
per  cent  less  than  the  sanne  quantity  will  yield  when 
coined  at  the  French  standard.  Both  of  these  methods 
are  liable  to  objections.  When  commerce  demands 
an  exportation  of  bullion  from  England,  the  coin  of 
the  kingdom  goes  out  in  common  with  others.  This 
increases,  of  course,  the  national  expense  of  coinage. 
Laws  to  prevent  the  exportation,  or  importation  of  any 
thing  so  valuable  as  money  are  always  nugatory,  be* 
cause  they  always  can  be  eluded,  and  therefore  when 
private  interest  requires  it  they  always  ttnU  be  eluded. 
That  the  guineas  of  England,  therefore,  are  not  con- 
tinually going  away  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  extraor- 
dinary value  affixed  to  gold,  which  has  just  been  men- 
tioned, and  which  banishes  silver  continually.  In 
France  the  people  are  not  liable  to  this  inconvenience, 
because  their  money  passing  for  more  than  its  value  in 
bullion,  bullion  will  always  be  exported  in  preference 
to  coin.  But,  for  the  same  reason,  there  is  always  a 
strong  temptation  to  imitate  their  coin  and  send  it  for 
the  purchase  of  their  commodities.  It  would  be  both 
impossible  and  unnecessary  to  distinguish  the  true 
from  the  false,  because  both  would  be  of  equal  intrinsic 
value.  The  place  at  which  they  were  struck  would 
be  indifferent  to  the  receiver.  Of  consequence,  the 
fpi-eigner  who  made  French  coin,  would  gain  by  his 
trade,  and  the  French  nation  would  lose  proportion- 
ably. 

The  mane):  paid  for  coining,  or  the  coinage  of  France 
has,  however,  this  advantage,  il,iat  the  money  is  a  standard, 
which  does  not  fljictuaie  wi\\\  the  price  of  bullion.     This 
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coinage  is,  as  has  been  said,  about  eight  per  cent.     When 
bullion  16  below  ninetytwo,  it  is  carried  to  the  mint ;  when 
above  ninetytwo,  to  the  broker,  or  the  silversmith.     The 
coin  still  continues  fixed,  nor  will  it  bear  exportatioa  until 
buUion  rises  to  a  hundred,  when  the  French  coin  would 
be  as  liable  to  exportation  as  tbe  English,     {n  that  case,  it 
would   be  exported  on  one  hand,  while  on  the  other  no 
more  would  have  been  coined  for  a  considerable  period, 
because  to  make  the  eight  per  cent  coinage,  [i  would  be 
necessary  that  the  mint  price  should  be  ninetytwo.     The 
coin,   therefore,   could   not  lonf;   be   exported,  if  at  all, 
but  would  resume  its  value.     The  price  of  buUion  miist 
float  between  ninetytwo  and  a  iiundred,  while  the  coin 
would  preserve  its  fixed  quality  as  money. 
^  Hence  then,  it  appears  proper,  that  the  price  of  coining 
should  be  defrayed  by  the  coinage ;    because,  first,  it  is 
natural  and  proper,  that  the  price  should  be  paid  when  the 
benefit  is  received,  and  that  the  citizen  in  return  for  tbe 
advantage  of  being  ascertained  in  the  value  of  the  medium 
of  conf^merce  by  the  sovereign,  should  pay  for  ascertaining 
it,  just  as  much  as  that  he  sliould  pay  for  the  fashion  of  the 
plate  he  uses,  or  the  construction  of  the  cart  he  employs. 
Secondly,  it  i^  right  that  money  should  acquire  n  value  as 
money,  distinct  from  that  which  it  possesses  as  a  commo- 
dity, in  order  that  it  should  be  a  fixed  rule,  whereby  to 
measure  the  value  of  all  other  things.     And  thirdly,  it  is 
wise  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  coin,  which  would  in- 
volve an  unnecessary  national  expense,  and  also  to  prevent 
the  imitation  of  it  abroad,  so  as  to  create  a  national  loss. 
For  both  of  which  purposes,  it  is  proper  that  the  coinage 
should  only  defray  the  expense,  without  making  any  con- 
fiderable  profit.     The  laws  usual  in  all  countries,  with  re- 
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*   spect  to  the  money,  will  then  fally  operate  the  efiect  in- 
tended. '• 

In  ordef  that  a  coin-may  be  perfectly  intelligible  to  the 
whole  people,  it  must  have  some  affinity  to  the  former  cur- 
rency. This,  therefore,  will  be^  requisite  in  the  present 
case.  The  purposes  of  commerce  require,  that  the  lowest 
divisible  point  of  money,  or  what  is  more  properly  called 
the  money  unit,  should  be  very  small,  because  by  that 
means,  price  can  be  brought  in  the  smallest  things  to  bear 
a  proportion  to  the  value.  And  althdugh  it  is  not  abso- 
lutely necessary,  yet  it  is  very  desirable,  that  money  should 
be  incre&sed  in  decimal  ratio,  because  by  that  means  all 
calculations  of  interest,  exchange,  insurar.ce,  and  the  like, 
are  rendered  much  more  simple  and  accurate,  and  of 
course,  more  within  the  power  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
people.  Wherever  such  things  require  much  labor,  time, 
and  reflection,  the  greater  number  who  do  not  know,  are 
made  the  dupes  of  the  smaller  number  who  do. 

The  various  coins  which  have  circulated  in  Americai  have 
undergon&^ifierent  changes  in  their  value,  so  that  there  is 
hardly  any  which  can  be  considered  as  a  general  standard, 
unless  it  be  Spanish  dollars.  These  pass  in  Georgia  at 
five  shillings,  in  North  Carolina  and  New  York  at  eight 
shillings,  in  Virginia  and  the  four  Eastern  States  at  six 
shillings,  and  in  all  the  other  States,  excepting  South  Caro«^ 
lina,  at  seven  sMIUngs  and  sixpence,  and  in  South  Carolina 
at  thirtytwo  stiillings  and  sixpence..  The  money  unit  of  a 
new  coin  to  agree,  without  a  fraction,  with  all  these,  difier- 
ent  values  of  a  dollar;  excepting  the  last,  will  be  the  four- 
teen hundred  and  fortieth  part  of  a  dollar,  equal  to  the  six- 
teen hundredth  part  of  a  crown.  Of  these  units,  twenty- 
finir  will  be  a  penny  of  Georgia,  fifteen  will  be  a  penny  of 
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« 
North  Carolina  or  New  York^  twenty  will  be  a  penny  of 

Virginia'  and  the  four  Eastern  States,  sixteen  wiU  be  a 

penny  of  all  the  other  States,  excepting  South  Carolina, 

and  fortyeight  ivill  be  thirteen  pence  of  South  Carolina* 

It  has  already  been  observed,  that  to  have  the  nxiney 
unit  very  small,  is  advantageous  to  comineree ;  but  there 
is  no  necessity  that  this  money  uo:t  be  exactly  represented 
in  coin,  it  is  sufficient  that  its  value  be  precisely  known« 
On  the  present  occasion,  two  copper  coins  m]i  be  proper, 
the  one  of  eight  units,  and  the  other  of  6ve.  These  may 
be  called  an  Eighty  and  a  Five.  Two  of  the/ former  will 
make  a  penny  Proclamation,  or  Pennsylvania  money,  and 
three  a  penny  Georgia  money.  Of  the  latter,^  three  will 
make  a  penny  New  York  money,  and  four  a  penny  lawful, 
or  Virginia  money.  The  money  unit  will  be  equal  to  a 
quarter  of  a  grain  of  fine  silver  in  coined  tpoaey.  Pro* 
ceeding  thence  in  a  decimal  ratio,  one  hundred  wduld  be 
the  lowest  silver  coin^  and  roigiH  be  called  a  Cent.  It 
would  contain  twentyfive  grains  of  fine  silver,  ta  which  may 
be  added  two«  grains  of  copper,  and  the  whole  would  weigh 
one  penny Weigbl  and  three  grains^  Five  of  these*  would 
make  a  (^ini,  or  five  hundred  uiiils,  weighing  five  penny- 
weight and  fifteen  grains;  and  teo  would  make  a  Markf 
Of  one  thourand  units,  weigliing  eleven  pennyweight  and 
six  gmins. 

If  the  mint  price  of  fine  silver  be  estabKslied  at  twenty- 
two  ihousand  two  hundred  and  thirtyseven  units  per  pound, 
this  being  coined  would:  be  four  times  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty  grains^  or  tweutytbree  thousand  and 
ibrty  units.  The  diHerence  is  eight  hundred  and  three 
units,  and  therefore  the  coinage  is  eight  hundred  and  three, 
pr  twentytbrae  tbousand  and  forty^  or  sonoewbat  more  than 
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three  fortyeight-one-hundred  per  cent,  which  would  be 
about  the  expense  attending  il.  A  dollar  contains  by  the 
assays,  which  I  have  been  able  to  get,  about  three  hundred 
and  seventytiiree  grains  of  fine  silver,  and  that  at  the  mint 
price  would  be  fourteen  hundred  and  foiiy  units.  In' like 
manner^  if  crowns  contain  front  four  hundred  and  fourteen 
to  four  hundred  and  fifteen'  grains  of  fine  silver,  they  would, 
at  the  mint  price,  be  worth  sixteen  hundred  units. 

When  such  a  coin  shall  have  been  established,  the  value 
of  all  others  would  be  easily  ascertained,  because  nothing 
more  would  be  necessary  than  to  have  them  assayed  at 
the  mint.  The  advantage  of  possessing  legal  money,  in 
preference  of  any  other,  would  induce  people  to  carry 
foreign  coin  tn  the  mint,  until  a  sufficiency  were  struck  for 
the- circulating  medium.  The  remainder  of  the  foreign 
silver,  together  with  the  gold,  should  be  left  entirely  to  the 
operations  of  comnierce  as  bullion: 

In  the  present  moment,  it  is  by  no  means  of  such  conse- 
quence to  establish  the  relative  value  of  difierent  coins,  as 
to  provide  a  staoddrd  of  our  own,  by  which  in  future  to 
estimate  them.  .  If  tbe  valu^  were  now  sought,  they  must 
all  be  estimated  in  dollars,  because  dollars  are  called  for 
in  tbe  several  requisitions  of  Congress.  Without  noticing 
the  preference  thus  given  of  one  coin  over  another,  it  is 
sufifeient  to  observe;  that  if  a  greater  alloy  should  be  intro- 
duced by  the  Spanish  government  into  their  dollars,  our 
interior  regulations  as  to  money  would  be  overturned  ;  and 
certainly  we  have  no  security  that  this  will  not  happen. 
There  iS'  not  any  great  inconvenience  in  leaving  matters  on 
their  present  footing,  until  they  can  be  remedied  by  the 
op^rations  of  a  mint ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  all 
the  money  raised  by  taxes  in  a  State  is  to  be  brought  out 
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of  it.  I  expect  that  there  will  be  very  little  occasion  to 
transport  money  frorn  place  to  place.  It  is  much  easier  to 
negotiate  than  to  carry  it ;  and  if  any  species  of  money  is 
generally  received  within  a  State  at  the  same  rata  in 
which  it  is  paid  in  taxes,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  ex- 
pending it  at  its  value.  Whenever  money  shall  be  struck 
by  authority  of  the  United  States,  then  indeed  it  will  he 
proper  to  receive  in  taxes  no  other  coin. 

ir  Congress  are  of  opinion  with  roe,  that  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  coin  money,  I  will  immediately  obey-  their  orders 
and  establish  a  mint.  And  I  think  I  can  say  with  safety, 
that  no  better  moment  eould  be  chosen  for  the  purpose 
than  the  present;  neither  will  anything  have  a  greater 
tendency  to  restore  public  credit }  for  although  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  new  money  will  at  ficst  be  received  with 
diffidence  by  some,  yet  when  it  has  been  fairly  assayed, 
it  will  gain  full  confidence  from  all,  and  the  advantage  of 
holding  the  only  money,  which  can  pay  debts  or  discbarge 
taxes,  will  soon  give  it  the  preference  over  all,  and  iqdeed 
banish  all  other  from  circulation.,  Whereas  fixing  a  re- 
lation of  value  now  on  whatever  principles  attempted,  might 
give  offence  to  the  power  whose  coin  should,  in  any 
instance,  be  reduced  from  its  present  numerary  value 
among  us 

These  sentiments  are  submitted,  with  all  possible  defer- 
ence, to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  in  ex- 
pectation of  their  further  instructions  on  the  subject. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

r03£rt  morris. 
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QBORGE    WAS'HINGTON    TO    ROBERT    MORRIS.*.. 

'  Philadelphia,  January  25th|  1782. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  ypur  favor  of  die  23d  respecting  Cap- 
tain Hutcbins,  and  shall  give  you  a  more  deGnitive  answer 
after  I  have  seen  that  gentleman. 

• 

*  January  26fA.  In  consequence  of  the  information  received  from 
Mr  Thomas  Paine,  of  the  intentions  of  some  officers  to  promote  a 
general  application  by  way  of  memorial  to  General  Washington,  re- 
specting their  pay,  I  sent  for  him  and  had  a  long  conversation  on 
various  matters  of  a  public  nature.  He  observed,  that  his  services 
to  the  public  had  rather  been  neglected.  *  I  told  him  I  could  wish 
his  pen  to  be  wielded  in  aid  of  such  measures,  as  I  might  be  able  to 
convince  him  were  clearly  calculated  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;  that  I  had  no  views  or  plans  but  what  were  meant  for  the 
public  g^od,  and  that  I  should  ask  no  man's  assistance  on  any  other 
ground  ;  that  it  was  true  I  Had  nothing  in  my  power  at  present  to 
offer;  as  a  compensation  for  his  services,  but  that  something  might 
turn  up,  and  that  I  should  have  him  in  my  mind. — Diary. 

The  following  record  is  also  contained  among  Mr  Morris's  papers, 
in  his  own  hand  writing,  dated  February,  1782. 

'^Having  lately  had  several  meetings  with  Mr  Thomas  Paine,  the 
writer  of  a  pamphlet,  styled  Common  Senae^  and  of  many  other  well 
known  political  pieces,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many  respectable 
characters  have  been  of  service  to  the  cause  of  America,  I  thought 
this  gentleman  might  become  fhr  more  serviceable  to  the  United 
States  by  being  engaged  to  write  in  the  public  newspapers  in  support 
of  the  measi^es  of  Congress  and  their  Ministers.  My  assistant,  Mr 
Gouvemeur  Morris,  is  clearly  of  the  same  opinion,  and  in  all  our 
conferences  with  him,  we  have  pointedly  declared,  that  we  sought 
the  aid  of  his  pen  only  in  support  of  upright  measures  and  a  faithful 
administration  in  the  service  of  our  country.  We  disclaim  private 
or  partial  views,  selfish  schemes  or  plans  of  any  and  every  kind. 
We  wish  to  draw  the  resources  and  powers  of  the  country  into  ac- 
tion. We  wish  to  bring  into  the  field  an  army  equal  to  the  object  for 
which  we  arerat  war.    We  wish  to  feed,  clothe,  move,  and  pay  that 
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By  a  letter,  which  General  Lincoln  addressed  to  ine 
before  he  w«nt  to  the  eastward,  I  find  that  you  approve 

army  fu  they  ought  to  be  done,  but  we  wish  also  to  effect  these  on 
such  terms  as  may  be  lea^t  burdensome  to  the  people,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  operations  shall  be  eTery  way  effective. 

"Having  these  for  our  objects  we  want  the  aid  of  an  able  pen  t/o 
urge  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  grant  sufficient  taxes ; 
to  grant  those  taxes  separate  and  distinct  from  those  levied  for  State 
purposes ;  to  put  such  taxes,  or  rather  the  money  arising  from  them, 
in  the  power  of  Congress,  from  the  moment  of  collection ; 

"To  grant  permanent  revenues  for  discharging  the  lAtereston 
debts  already  contracted,  or  that  may  be  contracted; 

"To  extend  by  a  new  confederation  the  powers  of  Congress,  so 
that  they  may  be  competent  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
and  the  management  of  tjieir  affairs ; 

"To  prepare  the  minds  qf  the  people  for  such  restraints  and  such 
taxes  and  imposts,  as  are  absolutely  necessary  ibr  their  own  welfare ; 

"To  comment  from  time  to  time  on  military  transactions,  so  as  to 
place  in  a  proper  point  of  view  the  bravery,  good  conduct,  and  sol- 
diership of  our  officers  and  troops,  when  they  deserve  applause,  and 
to  do  the  same  on  such  conduct  of  such  civil  officers  or  citisens,  as 
act  conspicuously  for  the  service  of  their  country. 

"Finding  Mr  Painie  well  disposed  to  the  undertaking,  and  observ- 
ing that  General  Washington  had  twitfe  in  my  company  expressed 
his  wishes^  Uiat  some  provision  could  be  made  for  that  gentleman,  I 
took  an  opportunity  to  explain  my  design  to  the  General,  who  agreed 
entirely  in  the  plan.  I  then  communicated  the  same  to  Mr  Robert 
R.  Livingston,  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  proposed  that  he 
shoald  join  mei  in  this  business,  by  famishing  iSretn  fais  'department 
such  intelHgenee,  as  might  be  necessary  from  time  to  time  to  answer 
the  usefol  purposes  for  which  Mr  Paine  is  to  write ;  and  in  order  to 
reward  this  gentleman  for  his  labors,  and  enable  faim  to  devote  his 
time  to  the  service  of  the  United  States,  it  was  agreed  to  allow  him 
eight  hundred  dollars  a  year,  to  be  paid  quarterly.  But  it  was  also 
agreed,  that  this  allowance  should  not  be  known  to  any  other  per- 
sons than  these  already  mentioned,  lest  the  publications  might  lose 
their  fbroe  if  it  were  known  that  the  author  is  paid  for  them  by  gov- 
ernment." 
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of  my  pl»n 4!jf  sending  officers  toifce  four  New  Engiam} 
States  particularly^  with  the  returns  df  tKeir  ckficiencies 
of  froops,  and  will^  instruetions  to  attend  t?poo  the  Legis- 
latures, and  toeddearor  to  iroprese  tbem  ttith  the  expe* 
diency,  and  ind<?ed  ^eoeseity,  of  filling  ibeir  baitnlioii^ 
previous  Ito  tbe  opening  of  the  campaign.  He  informed 
rae  also,  that  you  wonld  be  glad  to  give  tbe  same  officers 
some  iostriiettoAs  relative  to  the  bosipe^  of  your  depai-h 
ment.  4f  so,  f  ebuM  wtsb  you  would  bave  yoor  letters 
ready  to  go  by  the  nestt  post,  by  which  time  I  expect  to 
have  the  retuVns  prepared.  I  have  not  yet  fixed  upon 
the  gentlemen  who  will  be  proper,  but  you  can  leav^ 
tflanks  for  tbe  insertion  of  tbe  names  of  those  wl)o  may  be 
tfboseni 

As  W€i  mliy  reasonably  expect  to  hear  soon  again  from 
Sir  Henry  Olinton,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  nieetkig  of  com^ 
missioners,  1  think  it  would  be  well  to  be  preparing  the 
sub$t%ince  of  the  powers  to  be  delegated  to  the  gentlemen 
to  whom  the  transaction  of  the  proposed  business  will  be 
committed.  What  I  ^otdd  wish  you  to  prepare  particu- 
larly, is  so  rhtich  iis  will  relate  to  the  liquidation  of  the 
former  ticcounts  of  prisoners,  and  making  prorision  for 
their  maintenance  in  future. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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Office  of  Finance,  February  11th,  1782. 

Sir,  ; 

The  skuatimi  of  my  department  makes  it  necessary  to 
}ay  some  matters  of  iropbrtartce  before  the  United  Statieis  h 
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Congteis^  and  I  sbalj  endeavor  to  do  so  with  as  mucfa  pre- 
cision as  possible. 

It  gives  me  pain  to.  observe,  tbat  die  St^es  of  Maasa^bu* 
setts,  Ri)ode  hls^d,  and  Mayylandihave  not  yet  parsed  tlie 
hms  recommended  by  the  resoiutions  of  the  third  of  Feb* 
ruary,  1761.  I  learn,  (tbdugb  not  officially,)  that  the 
State  of  Virginia  has  lately  suspended  the  operation  of  the 
law,  which  they  bad  passed  iu  conformity,  to  that  resolution* 
The  bare  mention  of  these  tilings  is  sufficient  to  mark  the 
consequenoest  Our  debt  being  unfunded  and  unprovided 
for,  the  interest  cannot  be  paid.  Those,  therefore,  who  ' 
trusted  us  in  the  Ijour  of  distress^  cire  deiraiided*  v  To  ex- 
pect that,  under  such  circumstanqes,  others  will  confide  in 
the  government,  would  be  folly  ;  and  to  expect  that  for- 
eigners will  trust  a  government,  which  has  no  credit  with 
its  own  citizens,  would  be  madness.  The  whole  weight, 
.therefore,  of  the  war  roust  be  borne  in  the  present  noo^ 
ment ;  and  even  the  slightest  anticipations  of  revenue  are 
made  on  the  personal  credit  of  the  Minister. 

This,  Sir,  is  not  sajd  boastingly,  but  with  unaSected  con- 
cern. I  have  labored  to  establisij  a  credit  for  my  country, 
that. when  i\\e  period  sbould  arrive,  (and  I  hoped  it  was  not 
far  distant,)  in  which  I  could  l^y  down  the  burden  now 
pressing  upon  me,  my  succesjsor  in  office  sbould  baive  no 
other  difficulties  to  struggle  with,  dian  those  4vhich  neces- 
sarily attend  an  extensive  and  complicated  administration. 
It  is,  therefore,  with  no  common  degree  of  anxiety  and 
distress,  that  I  see  my  wishes  frustrated.  I  feel  as  an 
American  for  my  comitry,  as  a  public  servant  for  the  in- 
terest  and  honor  of  those  whom  I  serve,  and  as  a  man,  that 
I  cannot  enjoy  tlie  ease  and  tranquillity  I  have  sought  for 
through  a;  life  of  continual  care  and  unremit^d  labor.     It 
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is  my  doty  (0  mention  to  you  the  fact,  and  to  apprize  yoa, 
that  in  such  circumstaneea,  our  operations  will  continue  to 
be  desultory  cflfoiis  of  tndividual  power,  rather 'than  the 
combined  exertion  of' political  strength  and  firmness. 

The  repeated'  assurances  we  daily  receive  from  the 
Ministers  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  of  their  steady  de- 
j^rmination  to  grant  no  further  pecuniary  aid,  will  not  leave 
room  to  doubt  of  their  intentions.  I  candidly  acknowledge 
that  I  had  formed  not  only  hopes,  but  even  expeeiations 
from  that  quarter.  For  I  had  persuaded  myself,  that 
when  the  briliiant  successes  6f  the  last  Campaign  should  be 
known,  and  when  it  should  also  be  known  h6w  much  the 
United  States  are  capable  of,  and  how  necessary  an  cid-of 
money  is  to  caH  their  power  into  action,  the  King  would 
have  again  extended  that  relief,  which  must  be  most  bene- 
ficial to  the  common  cause.  Even  now,  ]  shall  request 
that  Congress  will  instinct  the  Seo^retary  of  Foreign  Afl^irs 
to  malce  the  most  pointed  representations  on  this  subject 
through  our  Mitiister  at  the  Court  of-Versaillesj  and  I  shall 
readily  furnish  all  such  tnaterinl^  in  my  department  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  purpose ;  bQt  I  must  not  conceal  my 
doubts  as  to  the  eflect  of  such  representations.  •  Duty  td 
this  country  requires  that  tbey  should  be  made,  but  pru- 
dence forbid^  a  reliance  on  their -success,  afid  will  dtet«te 
to  us  a  farther  duty,  which  is,  to  act  under  the  influence  of 
a  belief,  that  tliey  will  not  ^ce^ed. 

As  to  hopes  of  pecuniary  aid*  fr6m  any  other  quarter, 
the  delusion  has  already  passed  away.  It  is  in  vain  that 
expensive  estftbKsflimetits  are  kept  up  to  solicit  succor  from 
Spain,  who  appears  fieitber  able  ndi<  wilting  to  afibrdit; 
from  Holland,  who  seek»  peace  and  not  to  inerease  the 
causes  df  war ;  or  from  Russia,  who  seems  more  inclined 
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to.  crusbi  than  to  support  us.  Let  us  apply  U^  borrow 
wher-evar  we  may,  our  tnotiihs  will  always  be  stopped  by 
ibe  one  wordi  security.  The  Sitates  wHImrt  giva  r<eveniie 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  United  States  faav^  nothing  to 
give  but  a  general  national  profmse,  of  which  their  eneniiies 
londly  eharg,e  tbem  with  the  vidatirp. 

TbuSf  Sir,  compelled,  however  reluctantly,  io*  look  ^^ 
home  for  the  means  of  supporting  oursplves  sigainst  an 
enemy,  whose,  power  has4'^Uier;  increased  with  the  increase 
of  her  foes,  whose  ibrce  has  risen  superior  to>  defeats,  and 
has  found  resources  in  a  situation,  which  might  have  in* 
spked,  despair^  we  must  no  longer  rely  on  tbosie.  who  may 
liegl^ct  ua»  but  take  care  that  we  be  not  chaifged  with 
neglecting,  ourselves..  1  would,  (o  God,  that  I  could  say, 
that  there  were  «veii.  the  appearances  of  geoeraV  vigor  an4 
exeruon..  But  the  (ruih^  is  very^  diSerent.  The  United 
States  ha^e  called  for  eif^tmittions  of  dollars,  early  ni  No^ 
vember  last,  of  which  the  first;  querAerjy  payment  was  to 
have  been  made  oik,tl)e<  1st  day  of  April  nei^ ;  but  I  each 
not  find  that  a  single  State,  bas  ye^  laid  the  taxes.  I 
neitbec  know  what  they  will  th^nk  propet  to  givet.  nor 
when*  Happy  to  experience,  a  mo^ieatary  relief  from  the 
clamor  and  revolt  of  a  starving  army^  from  the  rage  and  de? 
vastataon  of  an  ioveiterate  eeemy,  and  from  the  waste  and 
extravagance  of  ourobrousM  un^i^Jdy  diepanmentSy  there 
appears  to  be  no  solieHude  anywhere  for  the  support  of 
arrangements,  on  whiph  the  salvation  of.  our  country,  de- 
pend^*         ^  .. 

r^oglve  a  liute  time  for  the  people  to  hreathe,  and  to 
remedy  some  of  the  msny  abuses^  which  were-  equa% 
palpable  and  .enecmoMs,.  I  early  ventured  on  the.  business  of 
€pptr*P^i"&  A"^  I  have.  ext09ded  it  as ^  far  9S  prudence 


DIPLOMATIC  tfOW«^^Nl>£NC£.  (01 

would  in  aoy  degree  jjustify*  £(aj,  nelying  on  the  Statea 
{qt  8|upport,  t  h%fe  made  <eDgageinQ9U,  wbiekt  in  ulinosi 
an7  othef  circumstances,  wonU  sovor  of  teoieriiy,  aod 
which  notbiiig  would  have,  led  meU)  do^  but  a  liope  %Im  by 
retrenching  e)(penaes»  4hey  would  he  sooner  wduced  to 
gr9.nt  reveiine.  *  So  thoroughly  wok  I  convjnoed  ot  the  su- 
perior economy,  which  attends  the  present  mode  of  sup- 
plying.uMr  vmies^  ti^ni  I  wiHild  baiirje  offered  cofllracts  for 
the  sontbern  d^pflrtmenti  could  I  have  fbrosed  any  weH 
grounded  expectatioo  of  looneys  au$«Mftt  Cor  the  pur(K»e 
from  tlie  southern  States.  Nor  should  I  have  heen  de* 
terredeven  by  the  distance'  of  tiie  period  at  ^liioh  it  could 
be  had,  if  I  could,  have  formed  a  reasoaable  reliadice  on- it 
at  sqme  certain  .periods  Qmt  expbiiseb,.  it. is  tnie»  are  re- 
tPaached)[  and  U>g\y^\  ao  ideato-w6^t  degree,  i.  will  menr 
tion,  that  Xbr  the  amount  oC  salaries  alone:  ia  the  Comoiisr 
sary's ,  depaptntienti  to  the  -  noithsaar d  of  Potomac  river, 
between  tbree  .and;  four  diousaDd  soldiers  aie  now  fed  with 
full  rations.  Bufi  ibough  the  retrencbmenta  a^ e  great,  the 
expenses  ar^.g)M»at  al9(»,  aAd.they  ntust  rapidly  incfeaae 
every  qaon>ent,  in  preparing* for  an. early  and  vigorous  cam- 

paigo*  .  .  '       .^ 

A  view  eitKer  o(  general  politics,  op  of  otir  emm  situation 
will  impress  the  conviction,  that  we  ought  to  m^ke  an  early 
an4  v^roua  cam{^tigq«.  .  The  fakiw^  which  the  enemy 
have  reoeiv^.jo  Virgioie,  abojild'tbe  feUowed  a«  soon  as 
possible,:  baft>re  tbe^y  ha^^  time  foe  refieetion,  for  reinforce^ 
meat,  or  feir  defence.  We  must  not  imagiae  ifaet  Great 
BritdiD  will  he^sp  stunned  by  this  blow*  that  she  .cannot  oe^ 
cover,  or  that  she  will,  foe  such  a  cbeeki  abandon  the  oh- 
ject  both.of  hei:  interest  and:her  :W}sbe$<,iae  ohjeot  in  which 
heff.natiomil  impoftaiKse  apf^earsr  to  be  combined  with  her 
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national  exigence,  and  where  e^ery  cavetoas  and  angrjr 
passion  is  strongly  excited.  What  aid  she  ihay  'find  froni 
foreign. powers  raust  depend  upon  th^ir  manner  of  cons{d<* 
ering  the  propositions,  whiefa  may  be  madej  perhaps  upon 
rbeir  interests,  and,  perhaps,  upon  iheir  eaprice.  A  nation, 
which  can  hold  at  bay  one  half  i[\e  force  of  Europe,  is  by 
no  means  a  despicable  alty. 

But  whether  slie  gets  aid  from  o^ers,  or  whether  she 
dn«ws  it,  as  before,  from  domestic  credit  and  confidence, 
tliis,  at  least,  is  certain,  that  we  ought  to  elcpect  new  efforts 
against  us,  and  that  we  \oiight  not  to  expect  any  in  out 
favor.  If  then,  we  can  ^trilce  before  'she  is  ready  to  ward 
off ihe stroke, or  bear  theblow, our  oWn people w^l  bo  ani- 
m«iftedy  the  doubtful  will  be  cdifvinced,  tnd  the  convinced 
will  be  coi^finned.  (C^ioris,  wlio  are  friendly  to  us,  will 
give  marks  of  amity.  Nationsr,  who  are  hostile,  will  be 
deterred  from  fheir- attempts.  The  councils  6four  enemy 
will  be  (Kstracted.  Their  intended  aoccofs  may  land  on 
hostile  ground,-  and  where  they  want  t^elief,-  it  may  be  too 
Ime  to  obtaia  it^  At  what  poim,  anci  in  what  manner,  and 
for  what  purpose  our '  eiibrts  are  to  be  ktitfd^,  is  the  prov- 
ince of  the  General  lo  determine ;  but,  I  repeat  again,  it  is 
our  indispensable  doty  to  put  him  speedily  in  ^ssedsion  of 
the  mesns. 

Ift  ortber  that  anything  effectual  may/ be  done.  We  must 
luve  both  men  and  money,  and  we  ir^ust  have  tliem  early. 
On  the  10th  of  December  last.  Congress  were  pleased  to 
call  OD  tlie  St4te»  in  the  most  pressing  manner,  to  have 
their  respective  quotas  in  thcj  field  by  the  Ht  day  of  Sflarch 
next;  and  ihey  determined,' thai  recruits  should  be  raised 
to  €om]riete  tiie  quotas  at  the  oxpeilse  of  tlie  States,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  be  reirdbuvsed  "by  the.  United  States* 
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Ttie  imaniioD  of-'thes^  resolutions,  holrev^rdear^  tnAybe 
misunderstood,'  ai^  .attetnpts  mado  to -deduct  the 'expendi«> 
ttiFes  of  the  recraking  service  from  the  supplies^  whicil 
were  required  by  the  lAets-  of  doe  30ih  of  October  and  3d 
ofNovefober*   .  For'  ^h^s  reasod,  and  also  that  the  Slates 
may  be  niere  efieotually  stimulated  >to  comply  with-  tfae 
views!and  wishes  of*  Con^ress^  i  sball^  before  1  close  tliis 
letter,  sub^nit  e^rtaio  additions  and  explanations  of  their 
Act  of  the  .lOtfa  o('  December.     At  present,  I  sball  only 
obsenvc)  that  it;  gives :tiie  very  sincere  pleasure  to  find  the 
IJnited  States  io:  Cohgress,  so  itilly  ioipressed  with  the  ne*^ 
cessity^of  early  efibrts.      Tbis  circumstance  leads  me  to 
liope  that  they  wilt:  be  equally  ioipressed  with  the  duty  of 
urging  a  compHt^noe  with  tlieiiv  reijuisitions*      It  4s. at  least 
my  duty.  to. surest  it.      A  duty,  which  Lowe  to  America 
atlorge,  andwbieli.Do  bopeii^f  praises,  or  apprehension  x>f 
blahie,  shallinduee  me  to  neglertt«    I  know  therlB  is  a  deli- 
cacy, which. inSuonees  sonle  minds  to.  treat  thel  States  wiih 
tendeniiess  and  even  adulation,  wbiJe  they   are. in  the 
babiCual  inattention  to  tb^^  calls,  of  national  intefest.  and 
honor.     1  know  tbat  delicacy,  ^nd  I  disclaim  it.     Nor  will 
I  b^  deterred  from  tvm^iog 'those  wlm  aliimber,  on  the  brink 
of  ruin..  But  nay^'voipe^  Sir,.is  feeble^  ai^d  Lnaust^herefctfe 
pray '(o  be  assistfed  by  the- voice  of  tlieUnitcrd  States  in 
Congress.     Supported  by-  them,  I  tnay,  perhaps,  6o  some- 
ihiogi  .buti.wiihcfutthat  support,  I.must  bea  useleas  in- 

eumbr^noe*  ^» 

.  It  is  also  $,^iy,U>  economisa  tbe  moneys  which  are 
in  oun  ];>osses£fion5:#nd  it  receives*  a  idouble  force  of 
<^ligation  from  tbe  pe<iuliai^ty  '  of  our  circum$tano$s.. 
What  mooeyfi  the. Sillier  jnnay-  grant,  and  when  Ahej 
may  gra^nt  themi  is  Jknoi¥o.only.  to  Him  who  knoweih 
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all  thihgs ;  Imt  that  whi«fa  we  have-is  certain,  and  ooght 
not  to  be  expended  but  for  refill  porposee.  If  wt 
look  back  to  the  isonduct  of  the  aeverel  States  in  for- 
mer times,  we  shall  &Qid  that- the  negitgenee  with 
which  they  ha^e  treated  the  requests  of  Oodgress  has 
been  unequaHed,  unless  by  the  earnestness  of  entreaty^ 
with  whieh  those  requests  were  'made;  ^And  I  few 
that  there  is  little  hope^  thai  the  eondoct  now  to  be 
pursued  will  in  one  instant  beeome  the  counter  part  of 
former  experiences*  Wc  have  reason  to  spprebenda 
continuance  of  that  sbamefiil  negligenee^  which  h^ 
marked  us  to  a  pnorerb,  while  all  £uro|»e  gazed-  i« 
astonishment  at  the  unparalleled  boMneasand  vsstness 
of  claims,  blended  wHh  an  unparalleled  indolence,  and 
imbecility  of  a)nduct.  But  let  the  several  States  be 
everso  negii^nt,  tiie  confederation  hasgiv^n  no  power 
to  compel.  White  it  confers  on  Congress  the  privi- 
lege of  asking  everything,  it  has  seeured  to  eaoh  State 
the  prerogative  of  granting  no4hing«  Since,  then,  the 
Congress  cannot  compel  the  States  to  make  a  grant  of 
money,  they  must  at  least  take  care  to  prevent  the 
States  fro^m  making  an  Unnecessary  expenditttre  of 
those  moneys,  which  are  in  our  possession.  ^Nor  is 
this  alh  We  are  called  «n  by  the  prineipies  of  justice 
as  well  as  of  duty  to  prevent'  such  Mpenditure; 

The  requisitions 'of  Congress  hi^ve  been  for  men  aqofd 
money.  The  States  have  furnished  officers  and  trans- 
mtttM  a  variety  lof 'a»ceofrtsv4dmaiid$)  <ind  6omplaints ; 
butwiifle  offie^rs  contMue  nMnietiSttS  )fhey  h|iV6  ne- 
giettted  4o  provide  seldiev^.  in^tetfd  of  ^,  some  of 
them  h«ve  CM^med  Swe  r^imeiilis,  ^nd  ^ven  State 
iNKrnties  to  fill  iMoee  regiments ;  regimetits^  doctlteed  Vo 
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\my  ebiplpymeDtw^iff^^h^gii^  of  pprbiiey  ot  u>  <on- 
sfrriKe  t{«i»: friif ti  of  the  etfrth.     In  the  meantkn^.  the' 
cMlia^ntal  0i);cer9,  WhOde  sefvldes  hipiTe  eiiiit/idd  tbttii  - 
te^  i^spMfftiltftteMioti,  4iM  whose  ^xpeifiene^  h^  ^a«« 

zttM  to>iioai»Min^  lOld  fimstkli  t^  blNU^  the '  morttfi^sltott'" 
wkic^h' must  tOtet  everf  gon^Br^ifiB  ftiJnd,  penseivlng: 
tbiiQised^i^s  aLUttetes^  burden  to  the  eo^monhy.  ' 

But  •vritHe  8U«hl  pa«^8  ^te*tak#n  lb  enbAiice  expetfse, 
erer^'i^^quest  fei"  rdi^^hUe  Uo  pay  it  ^is' treats  •w^ith 
Mgteet.  '  OrngtiM^i  hixv^  •deterfn4t)ed  to  k^ep  u)>  th^ 
esi^iilishiiient  agrei^  dtt  iii  October,  l<78a     I  ^att, 
tliek<efere»  by-n^  mearia  pr^^ae  atty  redlGMition.    Oh 
the  contrary  i  am  perauaded,  that  nothing  would  ^ 
sfteedtly  «eifi6iiMlib  t*ie  war  aa  H^e  . bringing  stich  an 
army  into  tWb' field;  wi%k  prdperfu nd#  and  wateriala 
iot'UB  8«q>|yeyt  and  dp^rfltieiy^    This  f^MJltd  r^A^der  u^ 
tm)y  iivdeperidevii,  iiMfependejit  of  ifee  amiles^  of  ou^ 
friend($  and'ihe  ft<dwtia  of  birr  <en««aie$i  >  Bat  altholigik 
r  will  isait  ptiofpoaeaby  r^uetloil  c/f  diir  ertabfehifteiit, 
I'cifnnot'don«»t  Ihat'the  Uriio^  bear  thfe  ex^penae  of  a 
gteil  ^mmfeier  bf  6ffi6e<ra  without 'men  t<i  eonsmand. 
Nartiiier  wiU  I  )m>pd«e»  the  expedient  of  «endi«g  the^-^ 
home  tijpoii^haif  {say ^  and  liable  to  he  caltodi^te  aer^ 
vice.     This  is  dn  expedient  for  halving' a  diffieulty/ 
wWth  o^gb^  to  be  wht^fy  iaut^ed,  ftod  at  the  saftie  tiitae 
itaul^Mttitbe'iadivfdbal  ofB<!eii  to:  <riery  seri^oa  diffi- 
culties,  which  he  has  by  no  fltteitoa  merited.     It  ia  not 
the  offieesKs 'ftult  tbtft  hei  hafs  not   thetfyand  while   he 
boldaihfitdMif  rn4>eaUli»efa8  (o  €fbey  the  ordei^s  of  hie 
Geuevil^  he  cieght  CaTecei^fe  thw  eomptfuAiitioA  whfeh 
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his  ciommissioa  eiUiU^s  him  to. .  Hc^  migkly  IbfrfAre, 
to  draw  his  fall  pay  at^  sub^istetaQe  ^  but  uiitii  tbft 
State  provide  m^n  for  htm  to  Qammandi  4h^t.  paf  and 
subaisteoce  8houl4  be /ckawa  froip  the.  S|atQ,  If  the 
States  will  not  find  soldi^r^i  thie  ooDiiDentn  Mgb.t  nol 
to  pay  tbelr  0ffic«rs«  It  is  QBCiquaL  a»d  it  is^  uojoaL 
Some  States  at  a  gv)eat  expense^  briiig  am$  intp  the 
field  and  lay  taxes  for  the  general  9Upport« .  Oihera 
send  officers  without  men^afid  draw  moQey  from  the 
treasury  withQut  pitting  any,  in  it  I  am  regardless 
where  the.c^psure  iigi).ts.  If  it  Ml  noi«her^)  then  aU> 
are  ianpceivt,;  but  if  it  is  ,merUed»  U^oaa  to  whom  it 
applifts  ipusi;  blame  their  own  miseonduct.  My  j^iir 
fixation  is  already  niade  ia.tbe  mii»d'  of. ey4H'y  b^inesl 
man. 

.  But  It  is  not  only  neco^sary  that  the  States  briog 
men  into  the  geld*  It  is  neeeaiary  thi^t  this  be  done 
at  a»  early  period.  JlecruUa^  whi|Qh  4o  nat  jmn  the 
army  until  tjfie  autumn^  ^some  too^  late  for  any.thieg 
biit  to  increase  expenjse,  and  to  lose  their -lives  by  the 
diseases  ioueklent  at  that  jseasoof  t9  those  whp  Jbave  not 
been  a^eHatomed^  to  the  lMi>it$  of  a  mllitacy  life.  Nor 
is  this  alii  Jteckruits  sent  forward  Ht  a  late  fi^riod  only 
serve  to  fill  up  the  vaoancies  0cea«i^»j»ed  thy  jiclmese^ 
deaths,  aod  deaertions^  without  increasing  the  efibelive 
force  of  the  army, .  .     •    >    . 

To  remedy  the  evils  which  have  been  pointed  eot, 
I  t^lce  tbe  liberty  to  propose  to  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  a  refsoKilion^  , 

That  on  the  1st  day  of  ApriUiejst^  a<oourate  returns 
be  made  tpithe  War  OIKce  of  eve||)r  ,non-commi84ioeed 
officer  and  private  jn  the  army^  and  of  the.  parlieular 
State  to  which  they  belong. 
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Th»t  every  Stale  1)6,  dtobilBd  in  doeautit  for  the  re- 
cruitiii^  service  fe^r  every  iioKi«>cotniniisi(yned  Moet  tttid 
private^' assi^sed to  sochl&ikte  resfiectiveljr  in  Octotxep, 
1780,  the  sum  of  )ane  Irandred  idi&liftrs  i  n  srpeMste. 

That  every  Stale  be  credited  in  the  smd  aecoatit  for 
the .  recruiting  aiervice  for  eveiy  •  non-oommisfrioned 
officer  and  private  in  the  afoiy^  and   belonging  to'th^ 
States  respectively  on  the  said  1st  dlay  of 'April  next,  a  - 
like  simi' of  oiie  hundred  doUarsi 

That  for  every vieeruit  iifhteh  shall  join  after  the  1st 
day  of  A^iland  iiribrethe  Sd  diry  of  May,  the  State 
ahdl  be  credited  in  tiie  said  aeeount  ninety  dollars. 
For  every  recruit  which  shall  join- after  th&  Ist  day  of 
May  and  befcve  the  .fid  day  of  :June^  eighty  dollars. 
For  every  recrott  alter  the  1st  day  of  Jane  and  before 
tiie  dd  day  of  July  seve&ty  -dcillMv.  For  every  re* 
entit  aiRet*  tlie  Ist  day  of  Jnly  and  before  the-Sd  day 
of  Augost  siatty'dollatrsv'  Fev*  every  recruit  after  the 
1st  day  of.Angttet  and  before  the- i9d  day  of  Septembc^r 
fifty  dollars.  For  every  recmit  after- the  1st  day  of 
Septembersand  before  the  Ad  day  of  October  forty  dol* 
lars.  But  that  no  allowance  be i  made  for  any  recruit 
whsise  period,  of  enlistment  .shia)l  be  less  than  three 
3^eera  or.  during  the  war* 

Thel  every  veoruii  shall  be  considered  a^  joined,  as 
soon  as  be  shall  mareh  for  the  plaee  to  'which  he  Is 
ordered  onservtce,  from. the  placid  of  genera!  rendez* 
vons  within  the  State,  to  be  appointed  by  tlie  Com* 
mander  in  Gfalef.  >  ^       < 

That. to detemnnie  such  time  of  marching;  the  time 
of  aramilishaU  beideteraiined  and  a  time  allowed 'ibr 
mardbin^  thither,  oaloulatiiig  en  tlie  distance  at  the 
rate  of  fifteen  miles  per  day. 
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ThtHt  the  FOfiruibi  he  timiKtiiiiMifS  ^tt  Hhe.  eaepeikte  of 
tibe  Skfyvesy.jkmtil  th63r'shaik|otn«a  afiiresaid'i^  jyiA  idmt 
.dii^iiig'  ihie  tin^  of  flf«rehibtg^aii  «UawdmiQjb«.  makie  H^ 
the  State 'iforeflch  .«Aebr:  ^id;  oitni^  ict rlhAuVAte  of  "titee 
iiixtielih  of  a  ^dolhriper  mile  for.evtr}r'mtIerfroin  the 
m\d  places  ef  reiideeivtnifl  to  ths  -  ptec^i  ^JMoe^  tbd^ 
abail  arrirlo  aa<afbf6sMd. '  <  -i    .,  /  .  r      • 

iThat;th^:Mintslier^  Wap><saijse  the'sereral^iaetiicrf 
the  different  State  linoflitki  rbe  fahran^edtwithtft' th^ir 
reBpeetiFolinfMi^i  in:8iieh  snaanQr  fl»  (to  ftrrm-  complete 
<sof]rp8).0r  poitstrf corfba^  sovjtbat iiniere  beaidii^  propv^^ 
tHHt  of  men  t^.  thetoffioertMOCBrAing  tb-  .the  estaUUb* 

^b4t  tbe' remaining  toffipetfs,  iesceptiDgfsdcb.  as.>tM& 
€ioinitiandep>  Aft iChier  413^3^  yrink  '^oqimDii)  «tatn  >iiii 
service,  for  psltticuian  ;pikrpf»aas/  fetire  lo  :  4heir  Mpet*- 
tive  'Slftlda  luittl  au(^h  tinr^eslas  theiStstes  dlBU|MrorTide 
«nienifor  tbe«i  lo  coa»maQ4  igreeftblylto'  ^tiie  esfuhlish'* 
m^ot  ;>  prtd  thai  in  fthee  mcmtita^  the  sfekickSttLtito  provide 
lihejpay,  4iatHftt6/iand  Jbfoge  ailoweal  to  4fae.<offiveiia 
xMp^iirely  rhy  the  ttelre^il  ifesolotukii  >«ni  lActs  of 
Coftgres9  upon  thai subjeet.  •  .'       < 

.  lAnd  iniORdet  tii'ejtpldui  tfuUgr  '<Jie  reasokie  for  triDihg 
such  measures  I  would  also  pnopoae^  that*  aniaddmss 
be  pcepared  te  tiie  people^«frlA^tee»icay  statmg  the  want 
ipf  p0iwtfrjn''Co<igfieiii<to  fttko  itieismias  isr^lbei  defeoee 
Q!f4h0/CO»ntffy)i  tte  eondtictiof  Ihe^aemtalfitades  here* 
tofote^  Ike  jm|Kfftan^  of(:m«ikifi|;  ^seii^tkms  inithe 
present  moment,  with  the  dangerous  cointtdqiiieiie^s <  of 
iMttentioo  tt>:9<aQd  ne^ettt  of/ihe  lalie  requbi4»ioti8^  ud 
«8(ilillg/jiq»0s  4btm  t^  utge  itknwi^  .thiiiar  reBpoctite 
t^i^aiune^rlhe  ^easwrequieoomiiiendeAby  GoDgr< 
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Mf  retmim  Ibrlkk.pMipoBid  is,  «  ooaviction  tiuit  A» 
people  .are  .'heartily'  dbposed  to  support  the  jrevolntioav 
but'ibsl  tk^  piiMic  8Qoyit9«  is  too  .frequntty  del&ye4 
by  local  disputes  and  animosities,  which  coDSuma  the 
tim^toribe  denrotad.  to  important  purposes,  and  that 
individuals  in  the  several  Legislatures  are  too  apt  to 
believe,  that  by  sparing  grants  they  render  them- 
selves agreeaUf  t»  tbcMr^constitn^Bts,  aHhoogb  to  effect 
supK|)oJii!^  oanpqt  but  ffri^ve  fei^hly  expensive  and 
dangerous  if  not  destructive. 

That  Congress  may  b«  enabled  to  j«dge  of  the  saving, 
vriiieb  iNOiild  arise  from  tlie  proposition  I  bave  had  the 
hoiior  of  maktag,  wilh^respact  to  the  oQcesa  of  our  army, 
I  aeolose  an,  e»(tfi)aterby  wliicb  it  will  appear,  ihat  ibis 
moi^d  he  lAfMVftrdjB  of  ekfiy  thousand  dollars  a  mpnth  ;  and 
iQ  this  most  be  .added. a  furlbercopsideraibn  of  very  great 
impQrUinoe,:ili9l  as.ib(f,  aervaota  to  jofficers  are  taken.from 
among  the  soldierSi.  the  airoy  .would  in  effect,  receive  a 
ooaiiderafaJe  r^mfiproement. 

Wkb  respeet  lothe  price  of.rdoruidng,  I  do  not  con* 
aider  anyibiog  proposed  as  beiog  by  soy  meansi  definitive. 
I  have  staled  eacb  al  one  hendred  dollars,  and  I  would 
suggest,  that  as  tbeidflsignJs  to  raise  men  and  not  money, 
it  is^betteiR'to  value  them  loo  high  tbao  too  low.  I  am  far 
from  cojisidefing  tliia  as  the  beat  mode  of  recruitmg  an 
army.  Ob.  the  contrary,  I  am  -cohvfiiced/i^at  if  it  were 
a-oeotiointal  instead  of  a. State  araay,  the  raising  aswefl 
as  maintaining  of  it,  would  be  infinitely  easier  and  cheaper ; 
bottwdert  iha  preaeni  linaiiled  power,  wbieh  Congress  are 
invested  wiib,  it  becomes  cbe  duty  of  their,  servants  to 
propose  siMih  measures  as  appeac'  lo.them  best.  What  i 
have  bad  the,hoKior  of  stating,,  is  ^ubmitled  with  all  possible 
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dcfefence,  and  1  hope  th^  d«f»9»iis  of  Ck)ugwu»  wHt  be 
as  speedy  as  the  nature  of  the  imsiness  wiiL  permit.  WMpi 
perfect  confidence  ki  their  wisdoro^'  1  hiive  tbe^  honor  to 
be,  Sec. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CIRCULAR   W  TMl^    GOVBBNOBS   Oi*    THK    STATBS^      - 

Office  ofFinahce,  Tebraary  15th,  1783. 
Sir, 

III  the  circular  letter,  wbicfa  I  did  myself  the  honor  to 
transmit  on  the  I9th  day  of  October  last,  I  stated  our  sit- 
uation as  clearly  .aqd  explicitlgr  as  i  coald,  so  that  you 
might  be  in  a  capacity  to  form  a  solid  judgment  a»  ta  what 
would  be  proper.  I  am  now  to  inibrm  you,  tbat  the  most 
recent  and  authentic  infonnaiion  fr6m' Europe,  comains 
the  reiterated  determination  on -tiie  part  of  France,  to  grant 
us  no  furtlier  pecuniary  aid.  Spain  appears  ta  ba^e  neither 
the  inclination  nor  the  ability  to  aflbed  any,  and  in^Hol* 
Ifind  it  cat)  cinly  foe  obtained  from  inilividttals,  who  will 
always  require  security,  and  of  consequence  wiH  tioi  Jend 
to  the  United  States,  who  as  you  well  know  bave  no  secu* 
rity  to  give.  The  want  of  proper  funda  has  so  reduced 
domestic  credit,  tliat  we  can  draw  no  resouix^s  from 
thence,  and  until  domestic  credit  is^  established,  foreign 
credit  cannot  exist,  for  rt  is  absurd  to  expect,  that  foreign- 
ers will  confide  in  a  government,  which  has  not  tbe'confi* 
dence  of  its  own  citizens. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  describe  the  'consequences,  wbbh 
have  followed  on  a  loss  of  credit.  We  have. seen  the  peo- 
ple diffident,  jealous,  and  unhappy,  nor  have  they  yet  re- 
covered, even  where  the  removal  of  midue  restrictions 
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has  given  ibem  time  to  breathe  ftom  the  Ibad>of  oppression. 
But  ihevpoblic  i$»  if  -possible,  in  a  still  woifse  dituatiom 
No  persona  wili  iniat  tbe  public  from  a  deep  apprehension, 
of  ruin  if  they  jshoul^iy  and  consequently  our  operations  must 
be  bounded  by  the  tarxesy  iwbicb  can  be  coilecied,  while 
at  the,  saiD^  time  «re  inusl  contend  for.  our  very  existence 
83  a  free  couotry  at- an  exj^eose,  wbich>  we  cannot  Kmit 
because  we .  cannqt '  li^iii  tbe  'efforts  made  against  us. 
Wheoevec  proper  n^ethoda  aball  have  been  tak^n  to  re* 
store  i^cediti  the  benefits  arising  from  it  will. be  as  evident 
to  ally  as  the  want  ia  now,  to  those  who  are  intrusted  with 
the  adcniiiiatiiauoo*  Qur  e)(pjense  at  this  moment  is  greMer 
than  it,  oDght  to  be,  tboMgh  lesii  than  it  was,  and  1  cannol 
retreriebybeQauae  I  .have  not  sufficieot  meana  in  my  powei*, 
and  have  not  i&t  ibis  momedt  ai^  certain  reliance  on  suffi-^ 
cient^id  from  tbe  several  States^. 

I  am  much  JacKo^  to  believe,  ibaA  individuals  in  the 
several  Legiaiaturea.are .  unacquainted  with  )tie  real  state 
of  affairs,  or  flatt|»r' themselves  ihut  tbay  are  better  ttnu 
they  really  are,  even  after  information.  If  gentlemen 
would  consider  seriously  ttie  situation  of  tbe  public  ser- 
vants,, they  would  at  least  not  suspect. ibem  of  describing 
our  ^dangers  asi  greater  than  they  are..  Tbey  eould  not, 
for  instiSQce  suppose,  that  I  would  give  a  high  coloring  lo 
the  disorders,  of  oyr  finenees,  because  they  tnuat  see,  that 
on  the  contrary,  1  /»b(Hild  derive  a  degree  of  credit  from 
the  general  beVef,  that  such  disoiiders  do  not  exist.  And 
when  I  declare  my  apprebensioosi  1  injure  so  for  .my  own 
operations*  My  reason  for  describing  our  situation  in  its 
true  ligbd  is,  that  Abe  Statesiaay  be* excited  to  grant  us 
relief.  I  might  by.an  appepranoe  of  wealth.eXtead  my 
operalioas  {(».  a  ]ittle'^biie,,bul;  in  tbe  end  tbeywodd  fail, 


and  how  we  should  then  be^xtPiCBted,  no  roan  i»n  leU; 
At  present  I  must  bear  the  evite,  which  r^iilt  from  the 
want  of  resources,  and  Kmit  fny  v'wWs  ao^ordingty,  hoc  k 
woold  b^  madness  to  iFiookwte^  an 'opinion)  that  fhtngs  are 
worfio  (i>dn  they  aye,  bdcatise  then  I  could  noidevM  the 
foil  benefit  of  those  resources  whiefa  we  ha^.  '■  Yon  rnksf, 
ther^fore^  be  coimhoed,  th«i  i  give  you  no  exa^ei^ated 
aeoount,  and  I  trust,  Sir;  that  yOiir  Leghhture  wHI  gyre 
due  weight  to  ttssei-tbde,^  \fhi<^  they  hftte  every  mison  to 
beliere,  and. which  ;f  neglected,  they  witi  be  eooWncedof 
by  a  mehincholy  and  perhaps  fiital  experi^nee. 

Many  people  flattei'  themsetv^^  with  tlte  hoptf  eif  peece. 
Boton  what  is  it  founded  ?'  Has  the  -enemy- given  the 
slightest  evidenoe  of  a  4mr^  htM  ?  Insteetf  of  suk^  'Tor 
pence,  they  talk  only  of  war  $  they  pnepisi^  only  foi^  war^ 
and  when  they  might  have  got  rM^  Of  one  enemy  by  a 
wordf  they  dtsdiained'  it.  '  AMiclugh  H'oHdivd  ofibvOd  a  sdp- 
avme  peace,  England  refus€fd' to  accept  it;  mit  liave^we 
beard  that  she  has'agreed  even  to  negotmte  for,  XHOch  less 
to  condlttde,  a  generst  peaee.  She  enjoys  ftiH  credit;  and 
therefore  she  can  carry  on  the  wUr ;  end  the  objeei  of  it  mt 
Imrpart  is  so  gr^^t,  thtit  ih^ref6re  she  wiil  Crarry  off  the 
wer.  Hhfaerto  'she  bus  ^saitied  it  on  lilene  an4  onsup- 
ported.'  Years  have' elapsed  "since  if  was*  pt^tended,  that 
she  cobM  not  find  i^esources  for  another  camfraign,  and  yet 
campaigns  have  succeed^' ^ach'dtber'wiAi  iMit^eissing  ex*> 
peiUe,  wBid  are  still  likely  to  go-  on^  Withi  a  cre^  like 
hers,  there*  4;an  be  no  want  of  (he  n^eans,  'and'  therefore  we 
liare  no-  reason  to  expeot-  that  shii  wHI-be  deprived  of  tbefo 
while  thai  oredif  estists.  Hew  sobn  she  may  fitidassd^ 
ciates,  orhow  soen  w«  diaiy  lose  thetni'-no  mfein  4San  say. 
While  the  niutnbiiity  of  ^ all'  human  toffiTrrtf  conihiifeft  to  be 
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the  theme  of  common  and  daily  observation,  no  wise  man 
will  rely  on  the  frailty  of  human  opinion,  and  yet  opinion 
may  in  a  moment  sway  th^  politics  of  diflferent  powers,  so 
as  totally  to  change  all  present  appearances.  ^  While  the 
war  continues  England  has  bope«  The  times  and  chances 
which  happen  to.  all  may  favor  Irer,  and  at  worst  she  can 
conclude  a  peace,  which  cannot  be  much  more-  pernicious 
than  the  loss  of  these  States. .  We  ought  therefore  to  ex- 
pect that  Great  Britain  will  continue  the  war,  and  we 
ought  even  to  expect  that  she  will  find  allies  to  assist  her 
in  it.  We  ought  therefore  to  prepare  ourselves  for  in- 
creasing efibrts  of  opposition. 

But  admitting  that  negotiations  were  opened,  and  in  a 
train  of  effect,  what  then  would  be  our  situation  ?.  Are  we 
in  capacity  to  insist  on  useAil  and  honorable  terms? 
There  is  faardty  a  State  in  the  Union  but  has  an  interest  in 
ol^ects,  which  under  our  present  circumstances  are  unat- 
tainable. While  thfJ  enemy  continue  in  possession  of  New 
York  and  Cfaartestbn,  we  cannot  expect  sudh  a  peaee  as 
ev^ry  good  American  ought  to  desire:  Nor  shafl  we 
obtain  that  security,  without  which  peace  is  no  longer  a 
blessing.  >  . 

The  successes  of  the  last  campaign  will  u/idoubtedly 
derange  the  plans  of  the  enemy  for  a.  time,  but  whether,  or 
not  those  successes  will  prove  decisive  must-  depend  upon 
ourselves.  If  we  indolently  lie  still  until  the  enemy  can 
obtaha  reinfpre^nents,  Our  prospects  at  the  elose  of  next 
campaign  may  be  as  gloomy  as  at  the  of)^ning  of  the  last. 
If  we  exert  ourselves  to  strike  the  enemy  before  be  can 
receive  aid,  we  may  perhaps  drive  him  entirely  away,  and 
then  indeed  we  shall  have  reason  to  expect  peace,  h  has 
been  ilie  commbn  trick  oP  th6  enemy  to  pretend  at  every 
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aiipc^ss  we  have  obt^m^d,  nay  during,  every  syiqter  of  ihe 
war,  that  it  would  imrnediateiy  cease,  ;9iid  they  hsive  bad 
.Qmi^sai'ies  amoBg  us  to  jnculcate  thatidpa*.  The  conse- 
queDcesrhave  been,  that  we  have  never  been  in  a  state  of 
preparation  as .  soon  as,  they  have,  notwitb^nding  the 
Atlantic  ocean  lies  between  the  twa' cauntries,  and  placj^s 
llUmn  9X  least  three  months  asunder  9$  to  all  piilitary  op- 
erations. 

No  thinking  roan  can  hesitate  a  mo|xient  in  the  opkiion, 
tb&t  w^  ought  to  prepare  for  aia  early  and  vigorous  pampsiign, 
in  order  to  take  New  York  and  Cb^rleftoii.  But  some 
persons  of  sanguine  temperanaeot  say,,  that  the  enemy  will 
evacuate  one  of  these  places* ,  IC  it  be  so,  surely  they,  will 
be  §0  much  stronger  at  the  other,  apd  of  course  it  will  be 
so  much  the  more  difScuk  to  expel  them  froni  it.  Pos- 
sibly they  may  incline  to  evacuate  one  of  these  pkices,  and 
if  $0  they  will  be .  determined  by  the  knowledge  of  our 
force.  If  we  are  formidable  it  will  be  an  additional  reason 
with  them  for .  evacuation.  But  other  persons  still  noore 
sanguine  suppose,  that  th^y  will  evacua|e  both  pbces. 
This  is  surely  absurd,  for  even. if  they  negotiate  for  peace, 
they  will  hold  something  as  a  ground,  on  which  to  make 
demands,  and  if  thsy  prosecute  war,,  tliey  will  certainly 
not  ahaadon  the  object^  of  it.  Admitting,  however,  that 
the  enemy  rpay  have  some  thoughts  cf  this  sort,  surely  the 
determination  \yill  be*  greatly  in£^.enced  by  the  coo^ider- 
9tion  of  our  relaJtive  foree.  or  iKpbeciJity.  And  even  if 
they  should:  emirely  ^uit  the  United^  States,  stil)  there  are 
oi>jects  well  worth  fighting  for,  objeicts  4oo  which  cannot 
be  obtained  without  fighting.   . 

li^rery  reason,  thercifore,  conr^bine^  in  sbofying  the  pro- 
priety  of  commencing,  our  operat.ipns  vf  ry  early,  and,  tlierc- 
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fore,  everything  husbeetj  ckme  (ot  th6  pirptsef  whteh  the 
means  in  m/  pot^'er  would  «dniii  of.  It  lertiains  only  with 
the  several  StM«s  ta  pfrovide  men  and  mfonc?y,  arrd  1o  make 
that  provision  as  6ai^  aS  possible ;  for  the  old  adngei 
that  "he  who  giveat  earfy  dout)leS  thereby  his  gift,'*  can 
never  be  more  applicable  ihan  dri  the  present  occasfort. 
For  whatever  may  be  tl>e  dififerent  opini6ns  of  different 
men,  all  most  agree,  that  the  ortly  ttay  lo  secure  pe«ce  is 
to  be  prepared  for  frar.  Artd  depend  upon  it,  that  if  we 
neglect  the  present  moment,  we  slraH  h^e  bitter  cause  to 
lament  our.ne^rgencej  '     ' 

In  the  letter  before  mentioned,  1  did  myse!f  the  honor 
to  observe,  that  I  expected  the  fdttifc  expenditures  would 
be  greatly  curtailed.  Tlris  has  happened,  tut  f  also  ob- 
served, that  fbe  most  rfgid  economy  bad  itd  bounds,  and 
could  not  eicist  withciut  the  pi/ncTual  perfortiiance  of  thcrSe 
eiigagehienrs,  on  which  the  first  steps  toivards  it  must  de- 
pend. I  have  not  yet  reached  riwse  bounds,  for  reasons  1 
have  already  stated,  and'  how  long  if  wilf  be  before  1  ar* 
rive  at  lltetn,  must  depend  on  the  ability  to  perform  the 
eitgngements  1  Have  made ;  and  surely  it  is  unnecessary  to 
addj  that  rhis  ability  'must  depend  od  the  ex^rtrons  of  the 
States.  I  ttrentioned  al§t),  that  I  should  shortly  stdvertise 
for' contracts,  as  the  most  efibctuaJ  means  of  husbanding  otir 
resources.  .    . 

Willi  respect  to"  this  matter'  of ^  cofntracis,  I  havrf  isome 
reason  to  believe  that  it  Iras  been*  misunderslood,  and, 
tlierefore,f  shall' take  th6  liberty  of  grvmg  some  Tittle  in- 
formattbn  on  the  subject.  Wl^eri  f  was  called  into  office, 
I  had  a  ihdrongh  conviction,  thht  supplying  by  cdntracts 
was  the  most  effectual  And  most  economical,  Kut  I'  had  no 
money,  and  credit  wds  at  so  Id^v  an  ebb,  tb'at  most  people 
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doubted  wheiher  any  pne  would  oootract*  A(  thfit  time, 
the  Stau  of  PenoBylvaoia  gave  me  assurances  of  bard 
inoDey  to  proci^re  the  articles  of  specific  supplies  due  from 
that  State  oix  the  requisition  of  Congress.  ^  I  immediately 
purchased  a.  part  of  those  supplies  on  my  private  sod  per* 
sonal  credit  and  assurances,  and  J  advertised  for  a  contract 
to  supply  rations  at  PhiJadeipbia.  By  degrees  I  extended 
the  contracts  throughout  Pennsylvania  ;  wliereai,  ifv  I  bad 
advertised  for  them  at  once,  i  aiigbt,  probably,  have  failed 
in  obtaining  proposals;  or  if  not,  those  who  inclined  to 
risk  it  would  have  made  the  public  pay  dear  for  the  credit 
reposed  in  the  Minister.  The  contracts  of  Peiansylvairia 
were  paid  out  of  mopieys  granted  for  ftirnishing  the.sup- 
pKes^  and  the  articles  are  carried  to  account  Qn  the  re- 
quisitions. Having  reason  to  expect  support  from  the 
middle  and  eastern  States,  1  have  extended  the  contracts 
for  supplies .  through  all  the.  country  northward  and  east- 
ward of  Potom9c  rivec ;  and  in  order  thjajt  you  may 
judge  of  the  effect,  I  will  raeutipn,  that,  on  application  for 
pay  to  the-  department  of  the  issuing  Commissaiy,.  I  re- 
quired a  returu  of.  tbem»  and  of  th^ir  monthly  pay^;  which 
b^ing  made,  I  found  that  within  that  distnct  it  amounted  to 
ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  five,  dollars:;  wbiphris 
annually  for  the  salary  alone^  exclusive  of  all  other  ex- 
penses, one  hundred  and  twenty  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  ratipns.  delivered  at  West  Poiqt  and  its  dctpen- 
dencies  are  supplied  at  the  rale  pf  nine  and  a  half  nine- 
tieths of  a.  dollar  for  each  ratjon  ; ,  consequently,  that  mm 
will  yield  one  million  Qne  hundred  and  ninetysix  thpusand 
five  hundred  and,  twentysix  rations,  which  is  something 
more  than  three  thotisand  two  hundred  and  seveQt/eiglj^t 
per  day.     But  when  it  is  considered,  that  salaries  were 
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not  the  only  expenses  of.  a.  departnienty  it  is  certainly  esti- 
mating within  bounds  to  suppose,  that  five  thousand  sol- 
diers are  now  fed  .every  day  on  what  it  formerly  cost  the 
public. to  support  the  issuers  of  provisions  in  a  part  of  the 
United  Stales.  I  should  have  pursued  the  business  of 
contracting  throughout  America,  had  1  received  any  as- 
surancfss  of  taxation,  which  would  warrant  the  procedure. 
But  I  had  none,  and  1  did  not  dare  risk  myself  in  making 
engagements,  wliicli  I  found  no  probability  of  keeping. 
But  whenever  I  caasee  any  way  clear,  I  shall  certainly  do 
it,  and,  I  trust,  that  the  eflfecis:  will  be  as  beneficial  as  they 
have  been  elsewhere. 

Having  already  obSjerved .  on  the  necessity  of  early  and 
vigorous  exertions,  and  mentbned  that  I  had  done  every- 
tbbg  towards  them  which  was  in  my  power,  I  have  only 
to  add,  that  unless  we  are  properly  supported,  eyerythifig 
so  done  has  been  thrown^  away.  The  views  of  the  Com-? 
noander  in^  Chief  will  be  disappointed  ;  the  combinations 
ictended  with  our  aHies  will  be  deranged,  and  the  eneaiy 
vriir  derive  that  advantage  from  our  negligence,  which  we 
might  have  derived  frqm  their  weakness. 

It  gives  joe  great  [jain  to  learn  that  the  public  service  is 
too  often  interrupted,  and  the  attention  of  men  diverted 
from  it  by  little  trivfiil  disputes  of  a  private,  partial,  or  local 
nature,  which  are  comparatively  of  little  consequence. 
This  is  a  conduct  unworthy  of  wise  men,  and  such  as  can- 
not be  justified.  Surely  it  is  heel  first  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  our  country  before  we  squabble  about  minute 
objects  of  controversy.  If  we  should  be  told -that  the 
British  were.s6  materially  divided  in  tJ»eir  Parliament,  that 
in  coQlisntbiia  about  trivial  disputes  they  delayed  .granting 
to  the  Crown  effectual  aid  of  money,  we  should  certainly 
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fcirin  verj  splendid  etp^etaiHyns  frort^  thnt  eiretimdtfmce. 
Judge  tiien,  whether  Our  eneniy's  hopec^  nr«  not  raised  by^our 
disiedskms.  Or  rather  let  'me  Mk,  if  they  have"tio%  ioodiy 
asiieited  that  they  irould  prove*  ruinous  to  the  ctfdse  of  in-^ 
de|)endenre ;  n^y,  btve  tliey  not  boasted  tliat  tilode  dt^rden-^ 
stoiis  origirRvt«d  in  British  infloende  dr  British  gold  ?  Wha(t 
then  must  be  the  opinion  of  foireignors  and  stranger??  What 
will  tliey  not  conclude  from  a*  eonduet,  which  accordiiig  td, 
tlieir  habits  of  reasoning,  can  only  be  aec6fmited  for  by  dis** 
affection,  folly,  or  madness?  Let  us,  for*^ beaven^^  sai^, 
while  engaged  in  t  cause  the  fifsost  honorable,  tlie  hiosif 
virtuous,  and  which  must  endear  the  present  genertKtoh  to 
fiiuire  ages ;  let  iis  preserve  a  ciondtict  noble,  dignified,  and 
worthy  ot  that  glorious  enuse^  in  pursuit  of  (he  greatest, 
the  dearest'  object  which  man  can  possess ;  in  the  fair  road 
to  peace,  liberty,  tf»d  sftfety,  list  os^  not  ftfli  out  by  the  way. 
But  united  to,  and  supporting  each  otlier,  let  oirr  tfR^rts  be 
equal  to  our  jc^laims,  and  let  us  show  thM  we  haVe  the  per^ 
severance  to  obnaiDf  what  we  had  the  spirit  to  demand. 
Let  us  at  onee  become  independent ;  really  atid  truly  in* 
dependent;  indeperident  of  our  enemies,  or  odr  frrends, 
of  all  but  the  Omni|)0tent. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  tec. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THK  PRMIDfiVT  OT  COMOREMJ 

OMce  of  Finance,  February  18th,  1782. 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  submit  fo  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assettibted,  through  your  Excellency,  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  adopting  imiDedhte  itieasores  for 
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ildji^Ufig-  Ae  'OCpounts  of  the  (du?  following  depdrtinents  ; 
Wkfuelyi  theCkMHinis^ry'at  Uie  Quarter  Ma$ter'»9  il)«.  Hos- 
pital, aa4  die  MariiKj ;  up.to.  (be  lest  day  of.  December, 
nSii  iD^iuave*  Ui^viog  long  nDct^miemiveiy  considered 
this  .^ject}  ii  ^p{)ear»  la  fine  .iO'  Ue  f«i9ong  those  cases, 
whicb  do  (iQt  ^duj^h  M  ilie  ^om^Ron  fofmst  There  must.  b6 
%  diegree  of  vigot.mvd  4ocision  in  tb#  conduct-  of  the  busi- 
oessFi  vkieb  few  o^a possess  a  knowloc^e  of;  businesis  not 
cofunaanly  to  be  (uuo^,  find  siii^h  uacorrupied  hnd  nncor- 
fi^pttble  HVtegrity  »s  wiil.givQ  s^^urity  to  the  United  States. 
What  may  be  an  ^deqeotie  reward  for  the  services  of  such 
men,  I  rcially-  do  not  ^ItnQW,  but  I  have  aticb  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  nutny  fraudulent  practices  have  happened,  fknd 
tbati,in  some  catses,  considerable  balance  aie  4ue  to  tlie 
United  Stat^%  that  I  cMHiot  in  oonsistency  with  my  duty 
atvoid  {Proposing  ip  Congress  the.follQiwi!^  resolutions. 

<'Tba(: .  four  Conamissiotlfirs  be  appoinc^  for  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts,  namely  ;  one  fur.  the  Coisimisaiary's  de- 
p$rMn€^,  one  for  the  Quarter  Master's  dfepartment,  one 
for  the  Hospital!  department,  and  ose  fot  the  Mai;ine  de- 
partment; and  that  each  of  the  said  Commissionevs  have 
.{Oil  |)QweF  and  authority  to  liquidate  ibe  said  respeotiye 
aoGouots  up  to  the  laet  day  lof  December,  1781 ,  inolusive. 

^Tbat  the  Superintendent  of  Fioanee  be  autlietused  and 
directed  to  appoint  the  said  Commissioners,  and  lo  agree 
wtlh  iibe9^  (or  a  reward  for  tJieir  services  res|»ectively,  and 
also^  with-  respect  to  the  allowances  tf>  be  ivnde  to  their 
cierM;  and  tliat  bet  report  \h$  nam^iof  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, to  Cougfiess. 

^'Tbat  it  be  reeonamended  to  tbo  sevei^l  StM^f,  i«a- 
me4iabBly.  tQ  paas.  lawA  authorising  auob  Gemtni^sioiners 
to  s^nd  for  persona. (^ihI  papers^  and  to  eoiamuie  wit- 
nesses upon  oath,'' 
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ThlBse  I  pro])o«e  onty  a^a  sketch,>  which  the  wisdom 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  will  mould  into  such 
form  as  shall  be  most  proper.  I  will  only  obsei^ve  one 
thing,  which  is,  that  the  proposition  that  I  should  ap- 
point sueh  Commissioners  comes  from  me.  Ihav^  no 
particular  persons  in  view,  but  shall  be  happy  to  find 
those  who  are  proper.  I  am  far  from  being  desirous 
of  appointment  to  office,  but  this  is  an  occasion  so 
important,  that  I  cannot  sacrifice-'  my  duty  to  false 
notions  of  delicacy;  Characters  fit  for  au6h  an  intricate 
and  difficult  business  cannot  easily  be  found,  stiH  less 
can*  they  be  known  to  the  several  ^  members  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  debates  which  sometimes-  take  place 
when  appointments  are  made^  deter  the  most  proper 
persons  from  patting  themselves  in  the  way  of  nomi- 
nation. Besides  this,  as  it  is  not  possible  that  the 
several  members  can  be  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
the  talents  of  the  particular  persons,  it  is  better  that 
the  appointment  should  be  in  one,  who  can  .be  made 
accountable  for  an  improper  choice.  I  take  the  liberty 
to  observe,  that  nothing  will  give  more  satisfaction  to 
the  people  «t  large  than  to  find  that  these  thiAgs  are 
put  in  a  proper  train  ;  for  the  complaints  are  general, 
and  I  am  convinced,  that  in  some  cases  at  least  they 
are  well  founded. 

My  reason  for  urging  this  matter  at  the  present  mo- 
ment is,  that  I  am  not  only  pressed  on  the  subject  by 
several  dismissed  officers  of  those  departments  and  by 
their  creditors,  but  I  have  also  had  recent  information 
of  very  considerable  frauds  and  practices  ;  and  on  con- 
ferring with  the  Controller  of  the  tr^asvry  this  mom- 
iRg,  the  plan  above  proposed  appeared   not  only  the 
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most  eligible,  but  indeed  the  onlj  effeetual  one.  It  is 
sabmitted,  with  all  due  deference,  by  your  Excellen- 
ey's  most  obedient^  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


OiaCULAR    TO   THE   CK>VRRirORS    OF   THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  9th,  1782. 
Sir, 

On  the  20th  and  27th  of  last  month,  the  United 
States  in  Congress  passed  Acts  for  settling  and  finally 
adjustfng  all  the  public  accounts,  up  to  the  first  day  of 
the  present  year.  These  important  Acts  would  im- 
mediately have  been  transmitted,  but  I  watt  the  event 
of  some  additional  propositions  upon  that  subject, 
which  are  how  under  the  deliberation  of  Congress,  and 
then  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  laying  before  you  the 
whole  of  this  very  important  business,  so  that  it  may 
be  maturely  considered  in  a  general  and  comprehensive 
point  of  view. 

At  present  I  shall  confine  myself  to  congratulating 
your  Excellency,  which  I  do  with  the  most  unfeigned 
pleasure,  on  the  prospect  which  begins  to  open,  of  ad- 
justing these  intricate  and  almost  obsolete  transactions 
of  relieving  the  various  public  creditors,  and  conse- 
quently of  rescuing  and  restoring  the  public  credit. 
Let  me  add.  Sir,  that  I  considier  these  things  essential 
to  the  consolidation  of  our  federal  Union,  to  the  pro- 
motion of  general  harmony  and  generous  confidence 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  to  the  establishment 
of  our  glorious  independence  on  the  solid  basis  of 
justice.     I  am  to   request,  Sir,  that  your  public  ac* 
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founts  be  put  in  a  state  of  prepai*ation^  so  that  the 
person  appointed  for  that  purpose  may  be  «ble  speedily 
to  investigate  them ;  as  much   time  and  consequebtly 
much  expense  will  be  thereby  spared. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MR    GRAND,    AT   PARIS. 

'■     Office  of  FinftxMse,  March  9tk)  ltd2. 

Sir, 
In  a  letter  of  this  day  to  Benjamin  Franklitf,  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  I  iDfor:m  bim^  (which  infor^ 
mation  I  am  now  to  convey  to  you,)  that  I  s|iall  draw 
bills  on  yoUf  as  a  market  for  them  may  offer,  to  the 
amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  livres  tournois^  on 
account  of  the  United  States  of  North  America.  I 
have  detailed  to  him  everything  necessary  on,  the 
subject,  which  he  will  communicate.  I  am  to  request 
of  you,  that  you  will  duly  honor  and  pay  those  bills, 
giving  me  notice  of  every  transaction,  from  time  to 
time  as  oceasion  niay  ofier.  and  require*  The  neces- 
sary funds  are,  I  presume,  in  your  hands  already,  or 
will  be  before  this  reaches  you ;  but  at  any  rate  Pr 
Franklin  will  provide  them  in  season. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &g. 

ROBERT  MORMS. 


DIPL0MA7iC  CQRRS^rOJNDENCE.  ,     IftQ 

T^    TU^    PRESIPKNT    OF    CONGRJ^SS. 
'  Office  of  Finance,  March  9th/ 1783. 

Sir, 

The  Secretary  of- Foreign  Affiiirs  yesterday  traos" 
mitted  to  tkis  office,  the  letter^  and  ioToice  brought  by 
Captain  Jaekson  from  Messrs  Nenfviile  of  Amaterdaoi. 
Upon  perusieg  them  I  am  very  sorry  to  obserTe,  not 
only  that  there  has  been  very  great  miamanagement, 
but  also  that  the  letters  do  not  contain  that  clear  and 
satisfactory  account  of  the  business  which  ought  to 
have  been  transmitted:  There  is  reason  to  believe, 
that  a  considerable  part  of  these  goods  are  of  British 
manufisMsture,  and  donaequently  such  as  cannot  be 
brought  within  the*  United  States.  As  these  matters 
are  not  clearly  stated,  it  would  be  useless  to  go  at 
present  into  an  inquiry  who  has  been  or  is  to  blame, 
and  therefor^  any  .particular  observations  from  me 
would  be  both  unnecessary  and  improper. 

I  have  written  to  Dr  Franklin  to  take  this  business 
under  his  inspection,  and  to  cause  all  the  goods  of 
British  growth  and  Manufacture  to  be  sold.  As  to  the 
remainder  of  the  goods,  the  propriety  of  selling  or 
shipping  them  must  depend  on  many  circumstances, 
a  knowledge  of  which  cannot  be  acquired  here,  so  as 
to  give  consistent  orders  what  shall  be  done  there.  I 
have,  therefore,  desired  Dr  Franklin  to  cause  the  goods 
to  be  so  disposed  of,  as  shall  to  him  appear  most  for 
the  interest  of  the  United  States.  My  reasons  for  re* 
ferring  the  whole  matter  1o  hrm  were,  because  he  has 
already  had  so  much  to  do  with  it  as  at  least  to  hare 
paid  the  money,  and  is^  I  presume,  privy  to  the  origi* 
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nal  agreements  made  by  Colonel  Laurens ;  because  he 
will  know  what  goods  are  coming  out  from  France, 
and  consequently  how  far  any  or  all  of  those  in  Am- 
sterdam,  which  are  not  of  British  manufacture  may  be 
necessary  for  us  ;  because  he  will  .hav«  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  such  parts'  of  the  business  as  may  be 
proper  to  eitplain  to  the  Court  of  France,  who  has  had 
some  reason  to  complain,  or  at  least  thinks  that  she 
has  ;  and,  finally,  because  I  shall  draw  bills,  the  pay- 
ment of  which  will  be  at  Paris  under  his  direction, 
and  if  the  other  resources  fail,  the  proceeds  of  these 
goods  will  enable  him  to  honor  them. 
'     With  great  respeet,  I  am,  dic» 

ROBERT  MORRI& 


TO   THIB    BARON    d'aRNOT. 

Office  of  FinanM,  March  18th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  liave  received  your  note  of  the  9th  instant,  and  in 
answer  am  to  inform  you,  thai  if  his  Prussian  Majesty 
should  incline  JO  procure  for  his  subjects  a  part  of  the 
emoluments  attending  the  commerce  with  this  country,,  the 
importance  whereof  can  bo  easily  estimated,  from  the  riches 
it  poured  into  Britain  while  she  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  mo- 
nopoly, all  that  is  needful  to  be  done  is,  to  set  open  his 
ports  to  our*  vessels,  and  protect  -them  whilst  there.  The 
merchants  of  this  country  are  unrestricted  in  their  enter- 
prises and  commercial  pursuits ;  they  will  naturally  trade 
where  they  shall  find  their  profits'  most  certain  and  per- 
manent ;  and  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  Prussia  would  have 
her  share  of  their  trade,  were  the  government  to  give  the 
proper  encouragement  to  it. 


DIPLOMATIC  COKRfiSFONDEMCE.  ]  35 

As  to  the  supfdies  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  I 
have  determined  in  future  to  contract  for  all  such  articles 
with  individuals,  on  whose  abilities  for  procuring  goods  on 
the  best  terms,  I  can  depend.  They  will  import  them  at 
their  own  risk ;  consequently  you  see  I  can  by  no  means 
engage  to  purchase  any  of  the  commodities  you  mention 
at  St  Thomases;  but  as  that  Island  seems  to  be  the  general 
mart  in  the  West'  Indies,  where  the  people  of  America 
resort  to  exchange  their  produce  for  the  manufactures  of 
Europ«^  I  have  n6t  a  doubt  but  any  of  his  Prussian  Maj- 
esty's subjects,  Who  may  be  inclined  to  this  business,  will 
readily  find  an  occasion  of  disposing  of  their  goods  there, 
and  receiving  in  exchange  fof  the  same,  the  staple  articles 
of  this  couptry. 

As  to  what  relates  to  your  personal  affairs,  you  will  find 
that  1  have  conformed  to  your  views,  and  I  expect  what 
is  done  in  that  respedt  will  be  much  to  your  satisfaction. 
I  am,  Sir,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FBANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  23d,  1788. 

Sir, 
Applications  being  frequently  made  by  the  several  Loan 
Offices,  for  orders  to  renew  sets  of  exchange,  in  conse- 
quence of  proof  made  to  them  by  the  proprietors  of  inter- 
est bills,  that  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  bills,  have 
been  lost  and  destroyed,  or  by  accident  prevented  from 
reaching  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  remitted,  and  as 
it  is  but  just  in  such  instances  to  renew  the  same,  I  have 
caused  a  number  of  bills  to  be  struck,  of  the  same  denom- 
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inatioQS,  aud  in  the  same  style,  manner,  and  tenor,  except 
that  they  are  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  bilb,  and 
when  made  use  of  will  he  filled  up  in  the  same  man* 
ner  as  the  first  four  were,  and  isslied  from  the  same  office. 
I  give  you  this  notice,  that  you  may  direct  the  banker  to 
pay  doe  honor  to  any  one  of  those  biils  in  all  iostaiices, 
where  no  one  of  the  66t,  consisting  of  eight,  has  before  been 
paid ;  and  of  course  he  wilt  before  such  payment  always 
satisfy  himself,  that  none  of  the  others  have  been  honored. 
This  general  advice  will'  I  think  answer  the  purpose^  and 
rendet*  unnecessary  particular  advice  with  each  renewed 
set  of  exchange. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 


TO  olivi:r  p^si:.ps» 

Office  of  Finance,  Maich  30th,  1789. 

Sir, 
As  I  promised  during  the  conference,  with  which  you 
honored  me  yesterday,  to  give  an  answer  in  writing  to  the 
proposition,  you  made  in  consequence  of  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Legial^ture  of  Mfsssachusetts,  on  the  5th  day 
of  this  month,  I  shall  uow  perform  that  promise,  but  in 

*  March  27tk»  .Having  determined  to  draw  biUe  on  Mr  Grraod  At 
PariBy  for  five  hundred  thousand  liyres,  under  such  limitations  and 
conditions  as  must  secure  the  payment,  the  Minister  of  France 
being  absent,  I  consulted  M.  de  Marbois,  Chargi  d'AffaireSf  read  to 
him  my  letter  to  Dr  Tranklin;  explained  my  plan,  and  Inally  had 
his  approbatioir,  so  ftr  as  he  is  aathoriaed.  Tl|is  gentleman  also 
communicated  to  me  the  Minister's  letters  to  the  Court,  so  far  as 
they  related  to  our  finances,  and  I  found  them  to  breathe  the  true 
spirit  of  attachment  and  fiiendship  to  America.    Diary. 
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doing  U  I  shall  think  it  unnecessary  to  go  into  tteit  full  de- 
tail of  reasoning  on  the  subject,  which  took  place  in  con- 
versation between  us ;  and  I  am  the  more  readily  induced 
to  decline  thts,^  because  you.  Sir,  seemed  satipfied  of  the 
force  and  pro{N*tety  of  the  reasons  urged ;  wherefore  when 
you  come  to  make  the  communication  to  the  State,  your 
candor  will  induce,  and  your  abilitien  enable  you,  to  do 
me  ample  justice. 

I  will,  therefore,  content  myself  with  observing,  that 
in  all  countries  engaged  in  war,  experience  has  sooner 
or  later  pointed  out  contracts  with  private  men  of  sub- 
stance and  talents  equal  to  the  undertaking  as  the  cheapest, 
most  certain,  and  consequently  the  h^st  mode  of  obtatu- 
iog  those,  articles,  which  are  necessary  for  the  subsist- 
>ence,  covering,  clothing,  and  moving  of  an  army.  Th^ 
experience  of  other  countries  could  not  satisfy  Arperica. 
We  must  have  it  of  our  own  acquiring ;  we  have  at  length 
bought  it ;  but  the  purchase  bad  .nearly  been  our  ruin.  I 
had  been  long  since  convinced,  that  nothing  could  save 
us,  but  opening  all  the  American  ports  to  unrestrained 
commerce,  all  the  markets  of  America  to  the  free  sale  apd 
purchase  of  eviery  article  of  its  production  and  ,  import ; 
and  by  taking  away  all  restraints  on  money,  leave  every 
individual  to  judge  aod<  act  for  himself.  1  labored  bard  in 
consequence  of  this  ceoviction,  to  introduce  such  measures 
into  the  Stale,  of  which  i  am  a  taemher,  and  finally  was 
happy  enough  to  succeed ;  the  good  consequences  were 
immediately  seen  aod  felt ;  the  example  has  been  followed, 
and  it  is  to  be  lattributed*.  to  thQ,  freedom,  which  we  now 
enjoy.,  that  persons  can  be  (bund  willing  to  contract  for 
furnishing  supplies  to  the  American  army. 

I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  many  contracts  on  very 
reasotadlb    terms.      The  saving    to  the  United   States 
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thereby  is  immense,  and  I  am  confident,  that  neither  the 
patriot  who  fills  the  chair  of  government,  the  honorable 
gentkmen  wlio  compose  the  council,  nor  those  who  repre- 
sent tlie  country  of  Massachusetts,  would  wish  me  to  make 
an  engagement,  which  in  partiality  to  that  Stcte^  wooM 
in  its  effects  destroy  a  system^  that  has  been  proved  so 
truly  economical.  I  cannot.  Sir,  enter  into  the  engage- 
ments proposed  by  Massachusetts,  without  being  axposed 
to  similar  claims  in  twelve  others,  and  I  feel  the  absolute 
necessity  and  propriety  of  declinii^  every  applicatbu  of 
the  kind.  The  persons  who  contract  whh  me  to  supply 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  must  make  purchases  of 
the  articles  necessary ;  their  interests  will  lead  them  to 
those  markets,  which  will  supply  cheapest,  however  remote 
from  the  scene  of  action,  and  this  will  give  all  the  States 
a  fair,  chance  of  obtaining  money,  or  bank  notes,  through 
that  channel  to  pay  their  taxes.  Those  who  will  give 
most  labor  or  goods  for  money, and  notes,  will  undoubt- 
edly obtain  the  greatest  share  thereof. 

I  cannot  quit  this  subject,  without  observmg,  that  taxing 
in  specifics  is  expensive  to  the  people,  cumbersome  to  the 
government,  and  generally  inadequate  to  the  object.  I 
think  if  every  individual  in  the  country  is  left  to  dispose  as 
he  pleases  of  his  property,  and  compelled  to  pay  his  taxes 
in  money  or  bank  notes,  he  will  satisfy  the  tax  by  the  sale 
of  much  less  of  that  property,  than  in  tlie  case  of  a  spe- 
cific tax  taken  from  him  to  raise  the  sum.  Nothing  could 
gratify  me  more  than  to  have  an  opportunity  of  evincing 
to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  how  much  I  am  disposed  to 
comply  with  her  wishes  in  every  instance,  that  my  general 
duty  to  the  United  States  will  permit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,'  be. 

ROBERT  MORRISL 
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CIRCCI4AR   TO    THE  .  GOVERNORS    OF    THE    STATES*     . 

Office  of  Finance,  AiA>ill5tfa,  17BS. 
Sir, 

In  a  circulai*  leiter,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  addfess  to 

your  SKceUetijC)^  on  (he  9th  day  of  last  mon^),  you  wer^ 

informed,  that  tlie  United  States  in  .Congress  bad  on  the 

20th  and  27th  of.I*!'ebruary,  passed  Acts  ibr  settlio^  and 

finally  adjusting  ail  the  public  accounta ;  «aad,that  those  Acis 

would  have  been  transmitted  imfqediately,  but  that  I  was 

induced  to  wrait  the  e^ent  of  some  additional  propositions 

ufMHi  that  subject,  wliich  wer«  then  before  Congress. 

As  I  now  discover  that  those  propositions  meet  with 

much  greater  delay,  than  at  that  time  was  expected,  and 

as  it  is  still  nncertain  when  they  may  be  decided  upon,  I 

ihii$k  it  improper  to  detain  longer  the  Acts  that  were  passed, 

although  several  considerations  induced  a  desire  to  have 

the  whole  system  cqnununicated  to  the  several  Assemblies 

at  one  and  the  same  time. 

You  will  observe,  Sir,  that  it  is  earnestly  recommended 

to  the  several  Legislatures,  duly  to  empower  and  authorise 

the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  to  make  a  fUial 

settlement  of  the  prpportions  to  be  borne  by  each  respec-. 

tive  State,  of  thie  general  expenses  of  the  war,  from  ,the 

comno^^ncement  thereof,  until  the  1st  day  of  January,  .1782. 

An  inapaediate  compliance  with  this  recommendation  i^  of 

infinite  importance  to  the  Union,  as  it  is  also  to  each  of  the 

Staiea.     No  determination  of  quotas,  which  Congress  caa 

at  .this  time  possibly  make,  will  create  a  difference  for  or 

agaiast  .any  Stale  equal  to  the  expense,  which  will  arise 

either  by  disputing  its  quota,  or  by  .delaying  to  have  it 

fixed..     If  Congress  are  now  empoweired,  tbey  must  be 
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determined  by  general  principled,  and  if  the  decision  is 
delayed  ever  so  long,  general  princifdes  must  at  last  be 
resoilfd.  to,  and  tbat  after  leige  sums  shall  have  been 
expended  by  each  of  the  Governments,  in  aftempting  to 
ascertaitl  their  respective  numbers  of  inbabiiaiitai,  value  of 
property,  quantity  of  lands,  anmial  incmne,  &e.  Tke  re<* 
turns  on  these  points  severally,  cannot  be  made  with  cer- 
tainty-and  exactitude  as  to  the  time  pasty  and  therefore 
they  will  only  affi>rd  more  ample  field  Tor  disputatioo ;  dts*- 
putes,  which  if  the  cause  be  not  remo^^d  by  a  compiianee 
with  the'  present  requisition,  may  probably  deprive  \xs  of 
the  blessings  of  peace  after  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
shall  cease. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  detail  the  reasons,  which 
induced  Congress  to  adopt  this  nfeasure,  but  I  cannot  help 
observing,  that  it  is  to  the  want  of  a  decision  on  this  poitit, 
that  the  languor  and  want  of  exertion  of  the  several  States 
are  to  be  attributed.  That  fatal  assertion  that  each  has 
done  most,  which  each  has  made  and  repeated,  until  it  has 
gained  but  too  much  credit,  would  never  have  obtained  a 
place  in  the  minds  of  men,  who  really  love  their  country 
and  cause,  had  the  requisitions  of  Congress  been  made  an- 
nually for  money,  and  the  quotas  fixed*  finally  at  the  date 
of  the  demand.  The  compliances  of  each  would  in  that 
ease  have  determined  their  respective  merits  or  denoerits ; 
we  should  then  have  seen  a  competition  the  very  reverse  of 
that  which  has  for  some  time  past  prevailed  ;  and  it  is  not 
yet  too  late.  Let  us  settle  the  accounts  of  the  past  expen- 
ditures, adjust  the  shares  which  each  State  has  to  pay,  but 
let  the  settlement  be  final,  or  we  do  nothing.  And  if  on 
the  requisition  of  rtien  and  money  for  this,  and  for  fnture 
years,  the  quotas  be  finally  fixed,  and  the  compliances  be 
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iDade  publicly  koowfi,  we  shall-  banish  that  distrust,  which 
I  am  florry  to  say  'Dow  exists  between  -the  Skates,  and  in 
place  thereof  exoite.ftbe  noble  ardoiy  which  animated  our 
conduct  i^i  the  conunenceinenc  of.  the  contest.  The  strife 
will' then  be  which  shall  be  foremost  m  contributing  their 
share  to  the  support  of  that  war,  on  the  success  of  which 
depends  the  political  existence  of  all. 

A,  desire  to  name  odmmjssioners  of  approved  abilities 
and  character,  has  induced  me  to  delay  such  nominationsi 
until  I  can  obtain  information  of  suitable  persons  from  each 
State.  I  shall  very  soon  proceed  in  this  business,  in  such 
nEMinner  as  to  me  shall  seem  most  likely  to  obtain  honest, 
impartial,  and  equitable  settlements  of  the  public  accounts. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    NATHANIEL    APJPLETON. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  16th,  1782. 

Sir,  • 

I  am  indebted  for  your  letters  of  the  14th  and  28th  of 
last  month.  Having  personally  a  great  regard  for  your 
Governor,  it  gives  me  pain  to  disapprove  of  any  of  his 
measures,  and  probably  he  never  could  have  given  cause 
for  blame  by  any  delay  of  the  impost  law,  had  he  consid- 
ered how  many  widows  and  orphans,  as  well  as  other  de- 
serving persons,  friends  to  their  country  and  its  cause,  are 
deprived  of  the  means  of  comfortable  subsistence,  by  being 
kept  out  of  that  interest,  which  is  so  justly  their  due,  and 
which  the  revenue  to  be  raised  in  consequence  of  that  law 
was  intended  to  discbarge. 

I  know  he  lias  a  benevolent  heart ;  I  know  that  he  is 
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generous ;  and  prmcrples  of  justice  will  always  ha?e  their 

proper  influe'nce  over  him.     I  beg  you  will  remind  him, 

that  his  generosity,  humanity,  end  justice,  are  all  concerned 

in  promoting  the  establishment  of  permanent  revenues,  suf* 

ficient  to  discharge  the  interest  of  our  public  debt.     Nay, 

more,  the  poRtical  existence  of  America  depends  on  the 

accomplishment  of  this  plan.  We  cailiiot  be  called  a  hatioi4, 

nor  do  we  deserve  to  be  ranrked  amongst  the  nations  of  the 

earth,  until-  we  do  justice  to  those,  who  have  served  and 

trusted  us.     A  public  debt,  supported  by  public,  revenne, 

will  prove  the  strongest  cement  to  keep  our  confederacy 

together.     Sotmd  poliiay  would  also  dictate,  that  we  should 

do  justice  to  those  who  have  trusted  us,  m  order  that  we 

may  have  pretensions  to  credit  in  future.     We  might  then 

tax  the  present  race  of  citizens  six  -pounds,  instead  of  a 

hundred,  and  leave  posterity  to  pay  the  principal  of  a  debt 

contracted  in  (Consequence  of  our  distresses  and  necessities, 

but  from  which  they  will  derive  ease  and  emolument.     I 

could  say  a  great  deal  more  on  this  subject,  and  probably 

shall  to  the  world  at  large,  if  the  just  measures  of  Congress 

contimie  to  meet  with  such  i^i  jirdged  oppositioB. 

I  am.  Dear  Sir,  &c. 

ROBEUT  MORRIS. 


TO    B.    FKAN.KLIN. 

r 

Office  of  Finance,  April  17th,  1782. 
Sir,  '         "      '  •' 

111  consequence  of  the  communications  made  to  me  by 

his  Excellency,  iho  Chevalier  d'e  la  Luzenie,  since  his 

rptmn.  from  Virginia,  1   shall   proceed   to  draW  bills   upon 

Mr  Grand  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  thousand  livres 
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monthly  ;  so  that  computing  the  months  of  January,  Feb- 
ruary,  March,  and  April,  I  have  now  to  draw  for  two  mil- 
lions of  livres^  as  I  hope  and  expect  that  the  five  hundred 
thousand  livres,  already  drawn,  may  be  provided  for  out  of 
the  balance  due  on  Uie  Dutch  loan.  This  supply  comes 
most  seasonably,  and  at  a  more  leisure  moment  you  will 
be  charged  with  the  proper  acknowledgements  to  the  Court. 
I  must  however  repeat,  that  the  sum  requested  for  the 
service' of  this  year  will  he  necessary  to  enable  me  to  sup- 
port the  campaign^  and  perfect  my  arrangements;  it  will 
be. my  constunt  sludy  to  draw  forth  our  own  resources  and 
lessen  our  demands  on  ^F^ance$  but  these  things  require 
lime, 

I  find  it  .will  ^e  advantageous  to  draw  upon  Holland  and 
Cadiz  aS'  well* as  on.  Paris ;,  and,  therefore5 1  request  that 
you  will  desire  Mr  Grand  to  give,  immediate  orders  to 
Messrs  Fizeau,  Grand  &l  Co.  in  Afnsterdam,  to  honor  any 
bills  I  may  draw  on  them,  with  dii^clious  to  take  their  re- 
imbm'semeut  on.  him,  for  account  of  the  United  States. 
He  must  r.lso  give  similar  orders  to  Messrs  Harrison  in  Co. 
of  Cadiz, /md -I  will  furnish  Mr  Grand  with  regular  advice 
of  every  bill  I  draw,  whether  on  himself  or  either  of  those 
houses.  My  bills  in  the  whole  will  npt  exceed  the  sums 
to  which  I  am  limited,  and  the  commission  those  houses 
charges  will  be  paid  by  Mr  Grand.  I  expect  it  will  not  ex- 
ceed a  half  per  cent}  respecting  which  I  shall  write  to 
theni«  I  am  induced  to  draw  on  those  places,  because  the 
sale  of  bills  will  thereby  he  extended,  and  the  price  better 
supported. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic- 

ROBERT  MORRIS.. 
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TO   JOHN   JAV< 

Office^of  Fiiiance,  April  23d,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 
You  have  enclosed  faer«witb)  .the  <»p]r  -of  an  offidai 
l^ter  to  the  SecreMir}r  of  Foreign  ASktrsi  which  oooiains 
soime  infurmation  on  subjects  that  you  oiighi  ID  kfiow.  It 
has  been  my  intention  for  8<^ne  tiioe  past  to  give  yoa  a 
detail  of  circumstances,  whidi  have  happened  'since  the 
date  of  my  former  despatches ;  but  the  occurrences  ef 
everyday  employ  my  whole  time,  and  eogvois  ray  whole 
attention,  especially  for  the  last  ^k  weeks,  at  I  have  been 
deprived  of  assistance.  The  first  leisure  moments  sbatl  be 
devoted  to  make  you  acquainted  with  Ae  situation  of  things 
here,  and  in  <he  meantime  yoo  may  indulge  the. pleasing 
idea,  that  system  and  regularity  are  dispeUing  the  clouds 
in  which  our  affiiifs  have  been  envebped. 
I  am,  very  sincerely,  be 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


GfiORGE    WASHINGTON   TO   RQBBliT  IfiORBIS. 

Head  Quarters,  April  23d,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  copy  of  the  contract  yoo 
have  been  pleased  to  send  me,  under  oover  of  your  fav6r 
of  the  I5€b  instant.  It  came  very  opportunely,  as  I  have 
already  been  applied  to  for  a  determination  upon  the  points 
submitted  to  my  decision. 

1  am  very  glad  to  find  that  an  Intendent,  appointed 
by  you,  is  to  attend  the  army,  and  to  hear  and  decide 
upon  causes  of  complaint  or  uneasiness,  which  may  arise 
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betwedft  the.  amijraitd'the  coDtractorsw  As  we  are  sliB 
to  gain  knowledge  by  exji^rience,  other  compleiiits  than 
those- whidi  have  aiready  occurred  may  yet  artee;  and  I 
shall  be  very  happy  to  be  relieved  from  those  troubles  as 
mueh  as  possible.  I  wish  you  may  be  fortunate  in  the 
appomtmeoi  of  t&is  person^  atid  that  he  may  be  with  tlie 
army  at  an  early  period* 

'  You  may  be  assured,  that  I  am  fully  persuaded  df  the 
iaportanoe  and  utility  of  the  present  mode  of  feeding  the 
artBy^aiid  that  I  sbail  take  every  occasion  to  impress  the 
satne  ideas  upon  ihe  nnnds  of  the  ofikers.  I  am  pleased 
tc^  find,  tim^  saving  the  complaints,  wbieh  have  arisen  in 
their  ^xeeution^  they  are  generailly  inclined  to  acquiesce 
and  promote  the  contracts;  and  you  nfiaydefiend,  that'  1 
shall  take  plea6iire  io  giving  the  gentlemen  concerned  in 
our  stipply,  every  assistance  and  protection  in  my  power, 
consisteni  witti  that  justice,  wluch  I  *  think  is  due  to  the 
army. 

I  have  die  booor  to  be,  &e. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO   MAJOR    QENEbAL  GRB)tN£. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  24th,  1782. 

Sir,  ' 
The  several  bflts  feu  feuml  it  ne^e^safy  to  draw  upon 
me  have  been  punctnially  honored,  and  I  am  pleased  at 
having  been  able  by  thifi  meaos  to  strengthen  your  credit 
and  provide  you -with  money,  which  I  dare  s&y  will,  agree- 
ably to  your  dieclaratioti,  be  expended  only  on  occasions  of 
preening  necessity.  Would  it  were  io  my  power  to  make 
you  perfeietly  eaqr  on  the  score  of  money ;  you  would 
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then  experience  the  alacrity  with 'which  my  cofnplianoes 
would  be  made. 

I  have  observed  by  the  tenor  of  several  of  your  tetters  on 
the  subject  of  the  confederation,  that  your  siinttaients  coin* 
cide  entirely  with  my  own.     The  inefiicacy  of  that  instru- 
ment 18  daily  felt,  and  the  want  of  obligatory  and  coercive 
clauses  on  the  States  will  probably  be  productive  of  the 
most  fatal  consequences.     At  present'  diey  content  them- 
selves with  the  assertion,  that  each  has  done  most,  and 
that  the  people  are  not  able  to  pay  taxes:     Languor  and 
inexertion  are  the  offiipring  of  this  doctrine,  and  finally  the 
people,  who  are  said  to  be  incapable  of  bearing  taxation, 
actuailly  pay  double  tbe  sum,  tliat  would  be  neeessa.ry  m 
the  first  instance.  >  Nothing  on  my  part  has  been  omitted 
that  I  could  think  of,  to  stimulate  them  to  exertions ;  and 
I  have  given  them  every  encouragement  to  suppoft  my 
arrangements,  that  could'  be  derived  from  regularity ^  sys- 
tem and  economy;    but  all  this' does  not   produce   the 
efTect  it  ought ;  there  are  *  in  every  Legislature,  charac- 
ters tod  fuUof  local  ttttachnients  and  views,  to  periirtt  suffi- 
cient attention  to  the  general  interest.      I  am  perfectly 
sensible,  and  was  the  day  t  became  Superintendent  of 
Finance,  of  the  difficukies  that  are  to  be  encountered.     I 
know  full  well  that  it  requires  much  time,  more  patience, 
and  greater  abilities  than  I  claim,  to  bring  the  finances  to 
the   order  in    which    thfty  ought    to  he  in   ev^ry   well 
governed   country.      But   I    apprehend    this   knowledge 
ought  not  tp  deter  either  you  or  me  firom  -continuing  the 
struggle  with  those  difficulties.     If  I  bad  beeo  deterred 
by  their  appearance  from  tbe  aocjsptanc^  of  my  appoint- 
ment, our  affairs  would  probably  have  been  worse  than 
they  now  are,  or  if  you  had  declined,  to  oppose  the  British 
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Brms  in  the' Southern  States,  Virginia  might  now  have 
formed  the  boimdary  line. 

You,  thereitirev  vay  ^DewtSk^  must  continue  your  exer- 
tions, with  or  without  men,  provisions,  clothing,.  Or  pay,  in 
hop^s  that  aiV  things  wtll  come  right  at  last ;  and  1  wit!  con- 
tinue mine  until  somebody  more  competent  shall  be  found 
to  relieve  me.  The  Secretary  at  War  will  say  everything 
that  IS  necessaiy  with  respect  to  men,  c5lothing,  short  en- 
listmencs,  and  future  operations. 

With  Respect  to  the  pay  of  the  army,  we  have  abolished 
the  practice  of  partial  payments.  The  officers  with  you 
wtll  be  furnished  monthly  with  their  subsistence  money, 
and  let  their  distance  be 'what  it  may,  they  shall  have  the 
same  payments  ivith  those  that  are  nearer ;  for  I  never 
will  consent  to  partial  payments  so  long  as  it  depends  on 
me.  How  much  pay  I  shall  be  able  to  make,  depends  ab- 
solutely on  the  collection  of  taxes  in  the  severaf  States. 
If  they  comply  tolerably  well  with  die  requisition  of  Con- 
gress for  the  year  1782;  1  will  make  tolerably  good  pay  to 
the  army  for  that  year,'  but  if  tiie  States  will  not  furnish 
the  means,  it  is  impossible.  Ttie  discontents  of  the  army 
should  in  justice  be  directed  to  the  Legislatures  of  those 
States;  which  neglect  or  delay  to  pay  their  quotas  of  the 
continental  tak,  and  it  shall  be  clearly  known  in  future 

which  they  are.     - 

I, 

*  I  am,  Sir,  fac. 

ROBj&RT  MORRIS. 

VOL.    XII.  .18 
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V 


TO    THE    GOVERNOR   OF   VIRGINIA. 


'.,'  <• 


Sir,  ... 

In  »  letter  frogfi  the  iVlin,isier  Ple^Mi^ienuvy  pf  Frfipcei 
pf  ih.€  22d  in^taot,  is  i.be  following  paragraph, 
.^  <^His.  Majesty  having  conseqted  ip  fi^nish  tJbjB  Slate  Qf 
Virgipia  with  ^rois,  ciothin^i^aQd  tTiunitjpq3»..fQr  a  ^um,  witb 
the  amount  of  which  I  am  unacquainted^  the  Minister  desires 
that  Virginia  would  render  ai^  account  of.  tl)e  saiiie.tp,tbe 
United  States,  ^nd  tha(  you  would. clp^e  the  business*  and 
the  amount  which  has  t)een  advanced  by  France  to  Vir- 
ginia,  shall  be  deducted  froip,  t^he  ^unos  Ipaned  to  thjsi  Uuited 
States.'' 

%  answer  of  this  dale  is  as  follows. 
"VVith  respect  to  the  supplies  for  ihe  State  of  Virginia*  I 
have  j|]rcady  had  tb6  honor  of  meniionij^g^to  your  Kxcj^I- 
lency,  that  I  could  by  no  means  consider  purchases  made* 
for  any  particular  State  in  the  Ufiion*  a9  properly  charge- 
able to  the  United  States.  This  was  in  a  letter  of  the  26tb. 
of  November  last,  in  consequence  of  your  application  re- 
lating both  to  Marylar^d  apd  Virginia.,  If  Dr  Franklin  lias 
asked  the  supplies  on  tire  credit  of  th^  United  States*,  tbey 
will  of  course  be  brought  to.  their  ac.pount.  3ut  (  Q^nfiot 
conceive,  that  this  has  been  done  by  him,  as  I  do.  x\g\  know 
of  any  orders  to  do  so  from  the  Congreffs.  Your  .  Excel- 
lency ;v?i}i^fcpni»cqB€4^nW  see  with  me  the  impropriety  of 
listening  to  the  applications  made  by.se.parate  States,  and 
be  convinced  how  much  it  is  the  duty  of  those  to  whom 
the  administration  is  committed,  to  oppose  these  appear- 
ances of  disunion  in  our  councils;  appearances,  which, 
however  unfounded,  are  not  the  less  injurious.    .The  State 


«f  Vtr^Ai&j  h,  a^  yo(t  WM  kfro^,  fti*  irotfi  b&ing  sfngtilaf  in 
her  (ippiications  abroad  for  sepatme  aid,  and  ^onl*  Excel- 
lency is  better  informed  than -t I mbst  any  bthef,  of  the  evils 
whicAi  \mv^  rediAieil  'ttbAk  them.  I  do  not  mention  this 
with  a  view  to  blame  tbose^wbo  made,  or  those  who 
granted  the  requests,  alluded  to.  On  the  contrary,  it  gives 
me  pleasure  to^lind,  (bat  in  s6m6  Ihstance^  among  so  many, 
a  fpttM^arteooMf^Q  *liilff  lot  Una  hafd  to  the  purses  of  indi- 
viduals. As  there  is  a  hope  that  these  irregularities  may 
no  longi&r  -  tffke  pfece,  1  w?R  not  abfeoluteflj-  d^fcide,  dnd 
rMst  pritf  thdt  thfe  questioifi  be  for  th6  present  left  open  ;  ta 
I  aiii '^Xfhwneiy  ii!esiroii9  not  to  irtjure  the  operatiohs  or 
credit  of  ftny  pafttclilar"  State,  while  I  pursue  thi  ro«d 
nai'k^d  bur  tff  piMt  dutfe's.  I  ^hafl  tratisnift  to  the  piV- 
^mment  <rf  Virglniit  that  part  of  bur  letter,  which  rdates  to 
this  object;" 

I  preiutifife'that  it  ivlll  be  unbecesSa'ry  to  Veiii^i^  to  yoi^i^ 
Eteelteney,  hbw  iheapable'  the  United' States  nve  6^  assum- 
ing burdens  of  debt;  "wfAle  ^o  Tfftle  attehlion  is  paid  to  put 
the  ptibMc  treasury  iii  a  sltdat^Ol^  lb  defray  the  necesisary 
eicp^nsfes  df  the  curreht  service.  !  must  pray  lo  be  fiir- 
nislied  with  an  exact  actouKt,  as  ^oori  as  ttiay  Fe,  6P  the 
sum  due  by  the  State  of  VfrgfiWa  tbihe  Cotirt  of  France, 
and  of  th^  ft^d^  which  (h^  State  propose  to  apply  in  dis- 
charge of  it;  in  order  that  I^  may,  if  possible,  take  such 
measures  as  may  preserve  her  credit,  and  not  be  iiyurious 
to  the  Unh'ddSlattt.  It  becohres  tny'liliiy,''Sir,  on  this 
ocoa^y)n|.  t0  fO^ntipifi  funtier  |)^  sum  of  sixtysix  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fiftylhree  livres,  which  were  Expended 
by  Mr  Lee  in  •  tlie  'purchase  of  supplies  for  your  Shife ; 
wWeb  were  -  acknowledged  by  a  certJtetate  df  the  I'BtH  of 
M«i^K)  1780,  wIth'B  prbtriii^e  to  account. 


MO  AQ|I«M:  M09JU6 


I .  • ." 


Your  letter  of  the  98tb  of  Mproh.Jast  ha3  b^e»  reottircd 
some  ^ime  9go* 

Ibavethe.t^pnpr.to  be,  fcp,        ,    . 

ROB£RT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE    SECl^ETART   OF   FOa^IGK    AFFAIRS.     . 

OfiWuf  rimmce,  Apr»  ll7€h,  1783. 

Sir,  .   .  ;  :     • 

His  Excellency  tbe  Mini^tcfr  of  France  having  informed 
me  on  the  {laxt  of  bis  Court,,  tJtiat  no  extraordinary  sunos 
will  b^. paid  to  the  Ministers  pf  tb^  Unijted  St^es  in.  Eut 
rope,  I  must  request  that  you.  will'  fijrnish  mp  wit|^  an  ac- 
count of  the  si&veral  aalaries  payable  .{p  the  foreign  •  Minis* 
ters  and  their, Secretaries;  and  1  will,  malcf  oul- bills  .in 
your  favor  on  the  Banker  of  the  United  States  in  Parisi 
for  the  last  quarter,  commencing  widvtbe  preseojt  year..  I 
must,  at  tl)9  ;same  time,  prt^  you  will  require  of  tiiose  gen** 
tiemen,  the  state  of  their  §€|veral  apcounis  wijdi.tbe  .public 
for  salaries,  that  t(ie  whole  t;ni^y  be  adjustt^d,  and  ali  (iiture 
expenses  of  that  sort  be  classed  un^er  th^  proper  Iv^d  of 
tlie  Department  q(  Foreign  Affairs. 
I  bave  the  honor  to  be,  &q. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


to   THE   G0V£;BN0B  OF   MAKfhAJf^V* 

Office  of  Tinal^ee,  April  30th,  1782. 

Sir, 
I  had  ;he  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  Iett€ir,  djtited 
\ri  Council,  Annapolis,  April,   17^82,  previous  to  which  I 
had  in  mine  of  the   I5tb  instaqf,  Jran$n)it^d  thef  Aou  of 
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/ 
OokogfesiiHrhielnyiMLmentiQi).   .1  hop&lhty  wiU  finet  the 

iffbhes  of  jTOur  \&u}eUeney  And  6f  the  Stat^^  ao^that  a 

speftdyisompiianee  trithibem  may  forwavdtiie.grciat  ba^i* 

n«8a ibeVfOffe  fdvrBed.lO!  aoeompiisb^  •  *        . 

1  am  iHMMrb  obtigodby  >yiMJt  Exceitenoy's  obeervation,  aa 
to  tbet propriety  of  .-atatipg  ix)w  miurh  mnney  is  to  be  ex* 
pended..  Trlie  laatiinaiiea  pf  jiie  eurreni.  year  were  fonvied 
by  CoiigreiiSptlieAeoiiraey  of  tJiem  I  caimot  aoawer  fbr^ 
but  fathec  ineiitto.  to  think  thty.  will  faU  abort  of  the  object 
propaavdv'  .The1oaso/n«iiit«r  in  wbfeh  ^bqairvess  has  ht^ 
merly  been  conducted,  did  indeed  render  it  impracticable 
to  frame  very  precise  estituatffs*  That  -tliD^e  adopted  are 
not  «K<k*hitaMty  will>easilysi>e  seen,  by  comparing  the  sum 
total  with  the  expenditure  of  former  years.  It  is  my  in- 
tention to  sIk)w  by  the  exhibition  of  clear  accounts,  how 
the  public  money  Jotrusted'  to  ime  4ia8,  been  expended. 
This,  shall  bf .  done  publicly,  and  then  estimates  formed 
agreeably  to  such  accounts  will  be  clearly  understood,  and 
cofiJi^«^ll)at  satisfaction  to  iliemindiof  evieryi  oaodid  man, 
wbieb  J  ait) 'desifiQus  of  imparling^    •       > 

Your  EjtetUeiicy  will  easily  papoeivre,  thai,  the  pri- 
mary step  jmirat  Iksi  to  grant  money^'and  the  aocounting 
for  tl  ft  aocoodacy  one.  •  I  pi-esume  Lliat  by  the  Amer* 
icaa  Cooatiiuiton  tha^< determination  oa  snma  to.  be 
afifirofMriei;ed  mu8fe.be  vtated  Isk  the  /Suprelhe  frepresen* 
tative,.afid  I  hApej  there  is  so  s^uth  confidence  in  the 
wisdom. and  integrity  of  that  bodyyas  to  helieve  that 
they  dp. not' ask  for  sums  w;hich  are,  uoneceasary. 

Beforel  olose  this  bttei^  I  .\vill/praiy.lea^o:to  repeat 
to  your  Excelleficy  a  sefMimetitoftea  expressed  beforoi 
that  I  despise  every  scheme  or  system,  which  must 
depend  for  its  auce^iB'OQ  tnyat^ery  or  icoaee^loieiU^  and 


•m  conriticed  ihtt*Qot  dtedii  will  xtmrev  he  Ailif  *«ilab^ 
lished,  until  all  our  publieaffntn-ave t^en  tQ  the  piiUk 
eye«  I  erdently  kng  for  tbearrivtal  of  4h«(  inottiiefnty 
when  I  may  lay  a  state  of  them  befbre  tbeworld,  iiiarii 
accoufiit  of  ihe  moneys  feteived  and  tbe  moneys  bx- 
pcuded^  with  the  debts  we  owe,  atid'  the.  jDOtoduee  of 
the  funds  assigned  fop  the  psyiMiit  of  ihemJ  Tout 
Excellency  is  not  a  slraiigdr  to  Many  of  the  reason^ 
why  such  an  aoeeunt  oamnot  now  be  framed^  and  wiU^ 
I  doubt  noty  sipeerety  cooperate ^wilh  me  in  remoTing 
tbem«  .    <    . 

i  hfive  th^  honor  to  be^tosu 

AOfiEHT  AiO&RlS. 


no  JOBV  WmilCLL.'       .  . 

O^ce  of  l^inance,  May  list,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honoreti  with  yourb  of  the  7lh  and 
15th  of  April.  From  what  you  pfofiose  with  respeot 
to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  In  N#w  'Uami^shine^  as 
well  an  from  the  ideas  which  you  lay  Jki«:  eqtdrtofioed 
of  the  inorease  of  my.  prire|e;  fortune,  I  em  eonvteced 
that  you  and  e&lier  gentlemelv  are  alike  ttiittiikeii  ike  to 
the  nature  of  4he  Nelional  Bonk,  sod  mf  oflcial  eoc|f 
nexioDs  and  tf ansBciions^  The  ooiifi«teitic^  you  have 
been  pleased  to  repose  >n  mei|dnd:yoareonli»m6wicatioa 
of  sentimevl  as  tie  pablic  offarirsi  require!  of  me,  thet  I 
I  should  gi^»  such  cpcplaosltron  of  b.oth,  as  the  mtilti- 
plioUy  'ef  objei^  wkkh^  engross  mf  attention  will 
permit.  •       .       1      . 

Tbe iMmk isajiiere  thsog^in  wkidoi^my  tnoo  mBSf  be 


iittnjna^  hfi[^'ei>i¥ho'pU»9Qsr1iQr,fevivtal  hibl  proporlly  in 
il4  The  gojVfHun^al  b9.v#  nolhilg  to  do  with  .\h» 
kmk;  except  tn^telyi  tor  prevftBt^bft  Difleetprt^  SbMOuM 
titey^.bo  so  .tneluio<ly<  iWi  e^Hendiiog  tlmr  •pertiiooti 
ih  ft.itiantier^di&propoQ^oimtie  1^  i\mv  capitat,  ibei^eb^ 
wdafigiMriKig  tliQhr'Cr.<Hliil.'  Any  aid  whieh  tko  g«»v^iif< 
lueoi  c)i^iv%ft.lir0i|i  Uw)biitik  i»  by  Iddgtug  projitr  seauf^ 
niiicswcith  ii^.asd  bomotwing  aiDRey  (or  short  perjodfl 
(^]  tte9^if6(NintFoC'inliei»84(>*|iti»e  ra(»>  ofsix  per  cieal, 
which  ^is;r€nQii!^g.  itioefcyrrifift  a^driMiying  «:  buii(i;re4  dt 
the  end  of  two  months.  The  locme^Sf  so  ^ovi^wed 
are  punctually  repaid. 

Ry  hettpiing  ih^  ott<7e  I  now  hold  I  was  obliged  to 
neglect  my  own  private  afiavr^t  I  have  made  no  spec- 
ulation in  consequence  of  my  office,  and  instead*  of 
b^^  ety^rch^  I  dftf  pMredr  rhis  day,  than  1  vi^»»  a* 
year  ago. 

YiHi  VKvJlf,  Ocoi;n,vTii|itI..ha^  said,  see  two  sufficient 
rea^pn^  a^ai^n&t  adopting^  the  p]an  you  have  prpposed. 
That  I, have  not .money^,  and  that  I  have  tbtally  quitted^ 
conuB^^CQ  aj^  commercial  projiects,  to  attach  myself 
wholly  lo  a  business  which  requires  my  whole  atten- 
tion,. ApHncipal  objoistof  rny  la3t  letter  wa3  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  this  circt^Qfis^ance^  and  by  what  I  have 
thaje  ^aid  I  meant  to  acquaint  ypvi  also,  with  the 
nuinner  of  doing  businciss  ajt  the  bank.  If^  for  instance, 
you  draw;  a  bill  in  favor  of  your  factor  hereon  a, 
mc^rpjhant  of  ^putatiqn^  payable  at  ^ixty  days'  sight, 
apd  ti^at  nierchant  accepts  the  bilU  your  -factor  can  get 
ninety  dollars  for  every    hundred   of  the   bill   by  disr! 
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countinj^it  at  <he  bank^  aiftd  with  tbut  money,  enti' par- 
chase  the  articles  yoti-  direct ;  but  ycMi  mmt  Ihelfr  foe 
earefcil'  to  ii)ake  doe  remittunees  to  the  mertfhaiit  >  im 
whom  you  <h*aw.  If  by*  cenii^cling  yo;M'seif  in  thi» 
manner  with  any  genilenHin  in ^  trade. «hefie" you  eau 
deriTC  any  benefit,  it  wiH'  afford'  me  a  very  ^via^ble 
pleasure,  but  as  to  myself,  I  ma»t^8gttln  repeat,  'that  I 
hare  quitted  trade;  nnd  I  will  add,  thivl  the'4!loimg' my- 
past  dealings,  whibh-  is  hew  the  only -peitate'  objeH  ol 
niy  attention,  re((urresttme^  which  I  <ciinnet  spate  for 
the  purpose;  and  ofconileqiietoo^it'is^'Withref^rytbing 
else  of  a -pi*ivdte  n-aturey  very  nEweh  hegleoted^  tei  my 
very  grea^  disadvantage.  '  )^  -i 

I  am,  &tc. 


R£BOftT   TO  .OONGiUElaS.OIl    A,WS^HOHlA%  jOF    X^JB    UM»r. 

CHANTS   OF   PHILAPELPHIA. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  4ih,  1^82. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Finance'  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee  on  a  memorial  of  the  merchants'  of  Philadelphia, 
and  motion  thereon,  begs  leave  to  repOrt, 

That  the  navy  of  the  United  States  is  not  ih  a  silu- 

'  .  .       .       •  '      , 

atidn  to  a^brd  protection  to  their  commerce,  noi*  can  It 
be  rendered  equal  to  that  object  for  some  considerable 
time,  even  if  the  necessary  fuftiJs  "could  be  procured. 
That  there  remains  ho  mode  of  obtaining  such  protec- 
tion, unless  from  the  allies  of  the  tlnited  States,  or  the 
powers  engaged  with  thetii  in  war  against  Great 
Britain. 
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*  Irhat  the  commerce  of •  these  States  is  of  sueb  jm- 
portaneey  that  it  is  not  improbable  tlie  Court  of  France 
would  afford  pern^anent  protection  if  in  their  power, 
and  that  in. the  interim  some  relief  may,  perhups,  be. 
obtained  from  the  fleets  m  t&e  West  Indies.- 

The  ibUovving  refiatutioii  therefore  is  submitted; 
Thai  the  ^perintendent  of  Finance  prepare  a  sjtate-^ 
meat  o[  the  commerce  of  the  United  States^  together 
with  a  plan  for  the  protection  thereof* 

That  the. Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  communicate 
the  sa^e  to  the  Minister  of  his  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, and  cause- application  to  be  thereupon  made  by 
the  Minister  pf  these  States  to  the  Court  of  Versailles, 
and  that  the  Superintendent,  as .  Agent  of  Marine, 
make,  application  on  ti)e  same  subject  to  the  Com-* 
manders  of  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  in  the  West 

Indies. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THIC    JPRESIDJElfT    OF    C0N6HJSSS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  8th,  1782. 
Sir, 

His  Sxcellehcy,  the  Minister  of  France,  in  a  late 
letter  to  me  has  officially  de<:lared,  that  in  future  no 
sums  will  be  paid  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States 
in  £arope  by  his  Court  It  becomes  necessary^  there- 
fore, to  make  provision  .for  their  support  here.  I 
immediately  applied  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  'Af- 
fairs for  anf  accooni  of  the  annual  salaries  payable  to 
his  Department.  I  have 'received  it  this 'day,  and  do 
myself  the  honor  to  enebse  a  copy.  I  must  take  the 
roL.   XII.  19 
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liberty  ie  obseri-e,  th^t  the  sUinfas  irerj  larger  anH  sdcli 
as  catihot  be  advanced  without  greatly  retrenchiftg: 
from  essential  services,  at  least  in  the  present  fftottiieiiti 
It'will^  I  hiiinbty  conceive^ 'be  necessary  that* airange^ 
ments  should  be  taken,  salhal  in  Allure  all'  sJich'  sala- 
ries as  dfe  payable  to  foreign  Ministers  bfir  iwlyanoed'in 
AnWi'ica,  a»d  negotiated  by  their  respeetiv;^  Agents; 
Th{^'Wi41  be  hdhorable  to' the  United' States,  and  I 
should  suppose  more  agreeable  to  |he  gentlemen  con-^ 
cernedi 

The  Miniister  of  France  has  alwd  observed,  that  the 
aecounts  between-his  Most  Chri^tan  M«gesiy^  and  the 
United- States  having  become  very  important,  by  the 
greatness  of  the  sums  advanced  and  lent,  it  is  indis^ 
pensable  that  measures  be  taken  to  adj(]»t  •them,  and 
to  avoid  that  oonfosion,  which  wbtild  be  introdneed 
by  a  longer  delay.  And  in  consequence,  he  has  de*- 
sired  that  Congress  would  transmit  to  Dr  Franklin  full 
power  finally  to  settle  those  accounts,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  United  States  to  execute  the  proper  obligations 
for  securing  the  debt  and  fixing  the  periods  of  payment. 
To  this  he  adds,  that  it  is  not  expected  Congress  can 
do  anything  towards  payment  during  the  war,  but  that 
they  will  fix  the  sevei>al  epoehas  at  which  they  ahall  be 
made. 

To  a  proposition  so  reasonable,  there  will,  I  pre- 
sume, be  no  objection.  The  solidity  of  the  dbacrvation 
on  which  it  is.  founded  cannot  be  called  in  question, 
and  1  am  induced  by  it  to  extend  the  remark  a  little 
further^  The  great  sums. which  remain  unsettled  and 
undetermined  between  the  French  Cburt  and  the  Uni- 
ted Statiss  arei. alike  unsettled  bel^ween   the  latter  and 


th«ir. public  aerranU.  Ho^^tJbe  aecounts  m»y  sland  I 
know  not,  but  it  is  my  particular  duty  to  obaerve,  Ibat 
there  appears  tO' have  been  but  little  received  for  the 
great  aumS|  which  have  beeaexpendetl^  and  therefore 
it  is  highly  necessary,  tliat  the  publtc  acc6untsof  these 
Stales  with  their  servants  in  Europe  be  also  settled. 
It  shall' be:  my  study  ia  future  to  prevent  the  existence 
of  such  accounts,  but  their  magnitude  as  weU  as  other 
ciroomstafieea,  oaakes  me'extreni^y  solieitoua  to  have 
them,  adjusted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c» 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CIHCULAH   TO    THE    OOVERlfOaS    OF    TliE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  9th,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  you  copied  of  three 
accounts,  wiiicb  I  have  this  day  received  from  the  Con- 
troller of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Each  State 
will  from  these  accounts  perceive  what  still  remains  for  it 
to  do  in  conseqiTence  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  of 
the  1 8tb  of  March,  1780. 

As  this  is  a  circular  letter^  the  obsl^rvattons  I  mftke  shall 
be  genera),  and  such  as  result  from  a  general  view  of  the 
object.  The  particular  application  of  them,  dependent  on 
local  circumstances,  will  be  made  by  diose  to  whom  such 
circumstances  apply.  The  resolutions  of  the  ISth  of 
Mafch,  1760,  were  hi  part  directed  towards  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  6kl  Continental  money,  and  the  opinions  which 
may  have  beet]  formed  as  to  tlie  issuing  6(  a  new  paper 
medium,  the  paying  of  interest  upon  it,  and  the  connexion 
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■with  relation  to  the  old,  dk*c  irainaterifll  nniier  the: present 
point  of  view. 

•  Nothing  can  be  more  clear  Iknch  simpte  tbaii' this^  tint 
the  bilb  issued  by  Congress  for  sapport  of  the  war  shoold 
be  redeemed  by  taxes.  This  was  one  capital  object  of  the 
resolutions,  and  as  to  the  apportionment,  I  am  to  pre^me 
it  was  as  perfect  ns  the  fluctaatiiig  nature  of  human  affiiirs 
will  permit,  and' more  especially  so,  when  the  few  lights, 
which  cottid-  be  obt&ia^d,  and  the  varioas  ciretmistanoes  of 
the  several  States,  are  compared  with  the  very  variable 
object  of  depreciated  paper,  which  was  then- in  contem- 
platiofi.  But,  adniitting  for  argument's  sake,  that  the  ap- 
portionment was  not  strictly  right ;  this  must  also  be  ad- 
mitted, that  to  redeem  tbe<  paper  was  called  for  by 
principles  both  of  reason  and  justice.  It  was,  therefore,  a 
duty  of  the  several  States  to  comply  with  the  requisitions 
of  their  sovereign  representative.  For  any  inequalities, 
either  actually  existing,  or  which  a  subsequent  change  of 
circtiiRStancea  might  produce,  would  admit  of  a  remedy, 
but  a  neglect  of  the  resolutions  bad  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  injuring  the  public  credit,  weakening  the  public 
operations,  and  risking  our  very  existence  as  a  people. 

But  however  strong  the  motives,  which,  should  have 
prompted  a.  compKance,  it  will  not  be  disputed  that  some 
of  the  States  may  have  been  in  circumstances  uot  to  admit 
of  the  exertion,  and  whether  this  incapacity  has  arisen 
from  exterior  violences,  or  the  defects  of  internal  polity,  or 
both,  is  in  one  sense  immaterial,'  because  the  eventual  con- 
sequence is  the  same.  Yet,  though  charity  may  for  a  time 
overlook  these  defects,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  isach  State 
to  apply  a  remedy,  if  the  evil  be  in.  its  nnture  remediable; 
and  should  they, neglect  what  is  in  their  power,  tliey  must 
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expect  complaints  from  Congress,  and  the  servants  of 
Congress  from  tbe  other  Stales,  and  from  their  own 
bosomfi(  the  adnionitions  of  conscience,  wbici)  will  bccomo 
more  poignant  irom  every  moment's  .delay. 

A  general  view  of  tbe  accounts  now  transmitted,  will 
show  at  a  single  glance,  that  large  sums  of  the  old  paper 
still  remain  to  be  provided  for,  and  it  might,  perhaps,  have 
been  right  in  Congress  to  have  fixed  an  ultimate  day  of 
redempubn  for  tk^  whole,  and  charged  what  remained  due 
after  that  day  at  forty  for  one  in  specie  to  every  deficient 
State.  This,  I  say,  might  perhaps  have  been  right,  if  the 
ravages  of  war  and  other  local  circumstances  had  not  re- 
quired attention  and  forbearance  as  to  some,  if  not  all. 
But  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  many  are  now  in  a  capacity 
to  call  in  by  taxes  their  quota  of  this  paper.  And  those 
who  are,  should  consider  what  must  be  the  feelings  of  men, 
who  hold  it  on  the  faith  of  so  many  promises,  such  re- 
peated requisitions,  and  such  sacred  bonds  of  national  faith 
and  honor.  What  must  be  their  feelings  to  find  those 
promises  violated,  those  requisitions  neglected,  and  th.9t 
faith  disregarded }  Can  it  be  expected,  that  while  such 
flagrant  instances  of  national  neglect,  to  call  it  by  no 
harsher  name,  are  in  the  view  of  almost  every  citizen,  we 
can  possibly  establish  the  fair  reputation  so  essential  to 
public  credit  ? 

The  plea  of  inability  is  not  to  be  admitted,  excepting,  as 
I  have  already  observed,  in  some  very  particular  circum- 
stances. Considering  our  country  ia  a  general  point  of 
view,  tkis  pap^r  laying  dead  is  already  lost,  ai^d  ibe  only 
question  is,  whether  that  loss  shall  be  borne  by  the  whole 
people  or  only  a  part  of  them.  Those  who  parted  with  it 
have  rep^ived  th?;,  value,  apd  it .  wpuld  be  a  flagrant  in- 
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justjoe,  that  the  whole  tax.forTedeeromg.it  should  (all  on 
those  who  have  reeeived  it.  Neither  can  it  be  supposed, 
that  if  any  were  indioed  toproittote  stich  injustice  it  would 
be  borne  by  the  sufferers.  And  whether  these  suflbrera  are 
iodividuais  or  States,  the  au&riiig  is  the  same ;  the  senti- 
ment, therefore,  must  be  the  same,  and  so  will  the  conduct 
be  which  that  sentiment  shall  dictate. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he^&c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THG    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  10th,  1782. 

Sir, 
In  consequence  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  4th 
instant,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  a  state  of  the 
American  commerce,  with  a  plan  for  protecting  it.  I 
shall,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  transmit  a 
copy  of  this  paper  to  the  commander  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty's  fleet  in  the  West  Indies,  and  make  the  applica- 
tion which  1  am  directed  to  him,  and  to  the  commander  of 
the  fleet  of  Spain.  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  whether  any  application  on  this 
subject  to  the  Court  of  France  would  not  go  with  pro- 
priety through  the  Office  of  Foreign  AflTairs. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 

*Jlfoy  IdtA.  This  day  the  Ohevaiier  de.  la  Lusenie  had  &  public 
aadienoe  of  CongfesSy  when  he  announced  the  birth  of  ^e  Dauphin 
of  France.  I  attended  at  the  ceremony,  being  admitted  into  the 
Congress  hall  within  the  bar,  and  I  took  my  place  next  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  the  left  of  the  President,  th«  Mhrister  of  Foreign 
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CiaCULiLR    TO    TH£    GOVERNORS   OF    THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  16th,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  have  heretofore  taken  occasion  to  obsejrve^  that  the 
former  expenditures  of  the  United  States  were  at  a  uie- 
dium  rate  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  war.  At  the  present  moment,  while  laboring 
under  a  large  debt,  only  eight  millions  have  been  asked 
for.  It  is  evident,  therf^fore,  thai  the  sum  now  required 
is  as  little  as  can  possibly  answer  the  purpose.  I  venture 
to  SBy  that  it  is  not  enough.  According  to  the  estimates 
for  the  year  1 782,.  wbiph  were  laid  before  Congress  by 
the  late  Board  of  War,  the  present  establishment  of  the 
army  would  require  for  pay,  exclusive  of  the  half  pay,  near 
three  millions  and  a  half,  for  rations  near  two  millions  and 
a  half,  for  clothing,  about,  twelve  btindred  thousand,  for 
forage  above  three  hundred  thousand,  for  the  Quarter 
Master's  department,  (exclusive  of  articles  on  hand)  above 
eiglu  hundred  thousand,  for  military  stores  (exclusive  of 
articles  on  hand)  near  two  himdred  thousand,  for  the  hos- 
pitals (exclusive  of  medicine  and  also  of  sundry  stores  on 
hand)  above  one  hundred  thousand. 

If  to  all  these  be  added  tlie  s<im  of  four  hundred  ihou- 

Affairs  and  the  Minister  of  War  next  to  me.  We  stood  durinaf  the 
whole  ceremony,  as  well  also  the  President  and  Council  of  the  State 
of  PennsylTania.  When  the  ceremony  was  ended,  Mr  £<ivingston. 
General  Lineoln,  Mr  Gourerneur  McMrris  and  myself,  went  to  his 
Excellency,  the  Minister  of  Jranoe,  to  pay  our  compliments.  After- 
wards we  repaired  to  the  City  Tavern  to  an  entertainment  ordered 
by  Congress,  thence  to  an  exhibition  of  fireworks  at  the  State  House, 
and  then  to  %n  entertainment  given  by  the  Secretary  of  Foreign 
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sand  for  the  Departments  of  the  Pay  Office,  Conomissary 
of  Prisoners,  and  the  various  other  contingencies  of  service, 
which  naturally  and  necessarily  arise,  without  mentioning 
the  losses,  which  happen  in  war,  here  will  be  an  aggregate 
ainount  of  nine  millions^  and  in  this  som  nothing  is  esti- 
mated for  the  interest  of  our  debts,  for  the  Marine,  and  for 
the  Civil  List,  nnd  the  Department  of  Foreign  Afiairs. 

Of  the  various  expenditures,  much  was  4o  be  provided 
immediately.  The  heavy  article  of  clothing,  for  instance, 
was  indispensable.  Many  th'mgs  .were  to  be  provided 
early,  in  order  that  the  army  might  operate,  and  the  sub- 
sistence is  to  be  paid  for  regularly  and  constantly.  Yet 
the  States  have  not  been  asked  for  any  money  before  the 
1st  day  of  April ;  and  I  appeal  to  them  all,  whetlier  the 
supplies  of  money  ttiey  have  afforded  me  for  the  last  year 
were  such  as  would  enable  me  to  provide  for  the  present. 

A  three  months'  expenditure  was  permited  by  Congress 
to  elapse,  before  the  first  payment  of  two  millions  was 
asked  from  the  States ;  but  what  have  they  done  ?  While 
I  write  this  letter  near  two  months  more  are  gone  forever, 
and  a  dishonorable  neglect  endangers  our  country.  LitUe 
local  objects  have  postponed  those  measures,  which  are 
essential  to  our  existence,  so  that  the  most'  fatal  conse- 
quences are  now  suspended  but  by  a  thread.  Should 
they  fall  on  our  heads,  this  solemn  protest  shall  point  to 
the  real  cause  of  our  calamities.  I  write,  Sir,  to  apprize 
you  uf  the  pubhc  danger,  and  to  tell  you  I  shall  endeavor 
to  fulfil  engagements,  which  I  have  entered  into  already, 
that  I  may  quit  my  station  like  an  honest  man.  But  I  wili 
make  no  new  engagements,  so  that  the  public  service  must 
necessarily  stand  still.  What  the  coni^equences  may.  be 
I  know  not,  but  the  fault  is  in  the  States.     They  have  uot 
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complied  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress.  They  have 
not  enabled  me  to  go  on.  They  have  not  given  me  one 
shilling  for  the  service  of  the  year  1782,  excepting  only 
the  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  from  which  I  received  five  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  a  few  days  ago,  and  this  is  all 
that  has  come  to  my  hands  out  of  two  millions,  which 
were  asked  for. 

Now,,  Sir,  should  the  army  disband,  and  should  scenes 
of  distress  and  horror  be  reiterated  and  accumulated,  I 
again  repeat,  that  I  am  guiltless ;  the  fault  is  in  the  States ; 
they  have  been  deaf  to  the  calls  of  Congress,  to  the  clam- 
ors of  the  public  creditors,  to  the  just  demands  of  a  suffer- 
ing army,  and  even  to  the  reproaches  of  the  enemy,  who 
scoffingly  declare,  that  the  American  army  is  fed,  paid, 
and  clothed  by  France.  That  assertion,  so  dishonorable 
to  America^  was  true,  but  the  kindness  of  France  has  its 
bounds,  and  our  army,  unfed,  unpaid,  and  unclothed,  will 
have  to  subsist  itself,  or  disband  itself. 

This  language  may  appear  extraordinary,  but  at  a 
future  day,  when  my  transactions  shall  be  laid  bare  to 
public  view,  it  will  be  justified.  This  language  may  not 
consist  with  the  ideas  of  dignity,  which  some  men  enter- 
taki.  But,  Sir,  dignity  is  in  duty,  and  in  virtue,  not  in  the 
sound  of  swelling  expressions.  Congress  may  dismiss 
their  servants,  and  the  States  may  dismiss  their  Congress, 
but  it  is  by  rectitude  alone,  that  man  can  be  respectable. 
1  have  early  declared  our  situation,  as  far  as  prudence 
would  permit,  and  I  am  now  compelled  to  transgress  the 
bounds  of  prudence,  by  being  forced  to  declare,  that 
unless  vigorous  exertions  are  made  to  put  money  into  the 
treaswy,  we  must  be  ruined.  I  have  borne  with  delays 
and   disappointments  as  long  as  I  could,  and   nothing  but 
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hard  necessity  would  Jmve  wrung  frooi  rue  the  s^nt&xq^Uy 
which  I  liave  no^  es^pressed.- 
I  have  tlie,  hpaoc  to  be,  Stc. 

ROBEjRT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONORESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  17th,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  hoiior  to  enclose  to  your. Excel- 
lency the  copy  of  a  circular  letter,  which  I  have 
written  to  th«  several  States.  The  sitMatioD  in  which 
I  find  myself  is  extremely  delicate.  The  habitual  in* 
attention,  of  the  States  has  reduced  us  to  the  brink  of 
ruin,  and  I  cannot  sc^Q.a  probability,  of  relief  from  any 
of  them,  I  rather  perceive  a  disposition  to.  take  money 
from  th^  public  treasury,  than  to  plac?  any  in  it.  A 
variety  of  causes,  which  Congress  are,  J  presume  ac* 
quaint^d  with,  prevents  the  collection  of  taxe^^  and 
delays  the  payment  of  .them^  even  after  they  are  col* 
lected.  In  i)iany  States  they  are  not  laid.  I  must 
not  conceal  from  Congress  my  appre^iensions,  that. the 
idle  hopes  entertained  from.  th&.  changes  of  adqpinistra- 
tion  in  Britain  will  increase  that  oegligeOyCe,  which  is 
but  .top  prevalent  throughout  the  United  Slatf^Sn 

I  might  add  many  reasons,  why  a  calj  shojuld  be 
made  in  the  present  critical  moment,  and  it  is  evident, 
that  such  a  call  sho^uid  be. couched  in  terins  so^pr^ssipg^ 
as  to  stimulate. if  possible  their  sluggishness  into  exer* 
tion.  But  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  evident  that  if  a 
faithful  reprejsentation  of  our  distresseid  circumstances 
should  fall  into  iniprope\r  handS|   \X   wou,ld   be  produc* 
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tive  of  the  most  dangerous  consequences.  '  And  when 
the  number  of  our  internal  enemies,  and  the  designs  of 
our  external  ones  are,  considered,  there  can  be  little 
doubt,  that  such  a  letter  would  be  handed  about  soon 
after  its  artwal  forthe  illieit  purposes  of  both.  At  the 
same  timfe,  however^  it  i^nuist  be  considered,  that  if  any 
fatal  c^nseqoend^s  >5hoiild*  ensue  .from  the  continued 
negligence  lof  the  States,  attempts  will  be  ihade  to 
jiistify  it  on  the  principle,  thlat  ihey 'were  not  seasona* 
hly  apprh^ed  of  their  danger. 

I  am  sure 'I  need  not  take  yp  more  of  your  time, 
Sir,  in  shoivrn^  the  diffictilties  with  w1il<!h  on  the 
pteseilt  'OGcabion  I  am  surrounded.  Urged  by  them  I 
must  entreat  'the  opinion  of  Oongress,  whether  tine 
letter  in  question  be  retained  or  transmitted.  I  lake 
the  liberty  furtheir  to  remark.  Sir,  th«t  the  deeferation 
contained  in  it,'pQrportingaay  ivitention  not  to  make 
new  engagements,  i&  ^hort  bf  what  I  urn  under  the 
necessity  of  doing  ;  )for  thepublic  departments  ai^  now 
absolutely  at  a  stand  ibr  the  want  ^f  money,  and  many 
thi<ngs  already  commtneed  I  nmst  desist  from.  This 
cannot  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  considered,  that 
near  five 'months  of  the  present  year  have  elapsed 
without  my  Having  received  anything  on.  account  of 
its  expenditures,  except  the  trifling  sum  of  five  thoui- 
sand  fire  hundred  dollars*  meiiktioned  in  the  endosed 
letter,  and  that'sum^  Circulating  our  expenises  at  eight 
millions  annilally,  is  about  vne  fourth  of  what  is  i^cej* 
taryto  svpport  us  for  a  single  day. 
I  hav*©  the  honor  to  he,  Sec. . 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


IM  ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  17th,  1782. 
Sir, 

In  a  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  your 
Excellency  on  the  17th  of  last  month ,  I  mentioned  the 
communications  of  the  Minister  of  France  here,  by 
which  I  was  empowered  to  draw  to  the  amount  of  six 
millions  in  monthly  instalments  of  half  a  million  each. 
He  has  since  informed  me,  that  no  moneys  will  be 
paid  by  his  Court  except  on  my  draft.  It  is.  in  con- 
sequence of  thtSy  that  I  haVe  drawn  the  bills  contained 
in  the  enclosed  letter  to  Mr  Grand,  which  is  left  open 
for  your  perusal.  Your  Bxcellency  will  be  pleased  to 
arrange  this  matter  with  Mr  Grand,  so  as  best  to  an- 
swer the  purposes  intended.  You  will  also  be  pleased, 
Sir,  to  pay  over  to  Mr  Grand  on  my  account  such 
moneys  belonging  to  the  United  States  as  may  be  in 
Europe,  distinct  from  those  to  be  advanced  by  the 
Court  for  the  current  year. 

I  am  extremely  desirous  of  having  a  state  of  these 
matters  so  as  to  know  what  dependence  can.  be  made 
on  the  funds,  which  are atour command.  You  would, 
therefore,  confer  upon  me  a  very  particular  obligation 
by  transmitting  the  best  statement  in  your  power.  I 
mentioned  to  your  Excellency  in  a  former  letter,  that 
I  would  write  to  you  on  the  subject  of  your  salary, 
more  particularly  than  I  then  did,  hot  I  have  since 
spoken  and  written  to  Mr  Livingston  with  relation  to 
those  matters,  and  lie  will,  I  expect,  write  to  you  and 
to  all  our  foreign  Ministers  very  fully. 

We  have  not  yet  heard  anything  of  the   Alliance, 
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;jind  therefore. conclude,  that  she  must  have  been  de- 
layed in- Europe.  I  hope  this  may  have  been  the 
case,  for  ifshe  sailed  on  the  1st  of.  March,  according 
to  my  orders,  she  must  have  met  with  some  unfortu* 
nate  accident.  I  hope  soon  to  hear  from  your  Excel- 
lency. Indeed  I  persuade  myself,  that  in  the  very 
critical  situation  of  affairs  at  present,  we  cannot  be 
long  without  receiving  v^ry  important  intelligence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.    . 


TO    MR    GRAND. 

OiBce  of  Fkianee,  May  17tii,  1783. 

Sir, 

In  my  letters  of  the  28th  of  Afarch,  and  8th  of  April, 
I  informed  you  of  my  drafts  on  you  to  the  amount 
of  five  hundred  thousafid  livres.  I  have  siuee  that 
time  drawn  sundry  other  bills,  all  of  which  you  have 
been  duly  advised  of,  or  will  be; so  by  this  conveyance. 

I  am  now  to  inform  you,  that  his  Excellency,  the 
Minister  of  France,  has  given  me  assurances  on  the 
part  of  his  Court,  that  five  hundred  thousand  livres  per 
month,  during  the  year  1782,  will  be  paid  on^  my 
drafts,  making  in  the  whole  six  millions.  He  has 
also  suggested  to  me  the  expedient  of  drawing  twelve 
sets  of  exchange  on  Dr  Franklin,  our  Minister  Plenir 
potentiary,  in  favor  of  my  banker,  so  that  the  money 
may  be  in  his  hands  monthly  at  my  order.  In  conse- 
quence thereof,  I  now  enclose  to  you  twelve  bills  of 
exchange  on  Dr  Franklin,  all  at  thirty  days'  sight,  and 
each  for  half  a  million.     When  these  bills  arrive  you 


158  ROBkkt  MORRIS. 

will'|)t^e3erit's6  *ahy  of  therfi  for  accfeplancfe,  as  that  at 
the  end  of  the  thirty  dai^^  the  aitiouht  Shalt 'be.  equal 
^6  'th^  hiortthly  payrriehtsabdre  ihetftibrted.  As  Wc 
mstanc^,  if  these  bills  should 'hfrJVt  ih  JtTiy,  ybu  'vdtl 
present  seV^6n  of  th^ni  for  acd^ptance,  because  by  the 
titi^fe  that  thb  thirty  d(tys  hav6  elapsed  Ih^r^  will  bb 
dlie  ^0  thany  of  those  ttiorithly  jJayihents.  But  in  this, 
as  wellas  ih  other  matters  of  arrangement "tvhh  the 
Court,  you  will  take  the  afciyiiic  of  Dr  Frianktin  and 
govern  yourself  accorditigly. 

The  several  bills  which  I  draw  on  you  1  will  regu- 
larly inform  you  of.  After  the  first  month  has  elapsed 
you  will  present  another  bill  for  acceptance,  anU  so  on 
monthly |. presenting '^ach  month  a  bill.  I  write  also 
by  this  conveyance  to  Dr  Franklin  to  pay  on  .my  ac- 
counft  all  tire  moneys  beldiiglhg  to  th6  United  States  in 
Europe,  which  may  be  in  hi%  posse^ioti. 

I  wrote  to  Dr  franklin  on  the  17lh  of  <April  to  ih- 
iform  you,  that  Ish^uld  drbW  »rn  Me^rs'Pi^setia,  Gfttnd 
&  Co.  at  Amsterdahi^  a4id  on  Messrs  H'ai^risofn  >&  Co. 
at  Cadiz,  desiring  that  you  would  direc^t  those  houses 
to  ho^wr  my  Wlls,  atid  take  thfeir  ^eii1nbur<semefyt  bn 
you,  vvhi'ch  I  no^  cottfii*m.  I  expefct  that  the  fite 
hundred  thousand  livrei»,  -which  arc  mentiorted  in  mV 
letters  of  the  ^dth  of  Mafrch,  arid  Sth  of  April,  will  be 
paid 'but  dfttioney^s,  whicti  Were  already  in  EuifHjpe  ; 
and  ihdeed,  that  still  fiarther  sum«  were  there  be'long- 
iflg  to  the  United  States,  besides  the  monthly  pay- 
ments t6  be  madia  by  the  Cdurt  as  above  mentioned. 
At  any  rat«  you  will  be  fh  cash  to  pay  all  Ihfe  bills 
which  I  have  drawn  or  shall  dnrw.  You  wiU  take 
care  to  Ir^nsttiit  n»e  a  state  of  yoUr  accounts  by   eVery 
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opportMoity,  that  I  m^y  be  thereby  directed  in  iny 
operatioasr  .       , 

I  b^ve  the  hpiopr  \q  be,  &lc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS- 


^  TO   Mp.   CRANP* 

Office  of  Finance,  May  18th,  1782; 

Sir, 

Oar  ef\eme8  being  at  leQ§:th  convinced  by  fatal  ejspi^* 
riei)ce,.  that  it  is  ip  yqjn  tq  ei^cpe^  the  qonqviest  of  Americ^^ 
bpve  now.  chaaged  ibe  mode  Qfi  a^tsu^k)  and  strike  at  our 
commence  and.  oUii'  rqsource6»  I  bave  ik>  doubt,  but  that 
eventually  they  will  be  foiled. in  tbvs,  as  in  every  oth^r  at^ 
tempt  they  have  rn9d^)  but  in  the-  interim  betwisen  their 
fir$t  effiirt  and  the  period  which  ii^i$t  elapse,  in  prepara-^ 
tions  to  obviate  this  plan,  we  ba«vei  suffered  and  roust  $uff0i; 
consideriably* 

TliQ  commerce  of  tJiis  country  has  sustdlned  a  severer 
blow  than  has  been  hitherto. felt,  and  the  efTecti^of  it  nagte- 
rially  H\&aepfie  my  operations^  The  mernhaxfts  deprived 
of  tbejr  property  ci^pnoi  commi^nd'  money,  and  of  conse* 
quence  cannot  buy  bills.  I  am,  therefprei,  u$able  to  com- 
mand by  drafts  t)ie  money  in  your  hands.  My  bills  do  ijtot 
yet  amount  to  a  million  oC  livnes,.  and  wilioot  I  believe  exr 
ce^tbat  suon.wben.  this  ^tj^r  goes^  aiway.  Tbos^  bUls: 
will  not  cpme  toyoil  b^foris  the  month  of  July,  and  the 
greater  pqrt  wiIlDO^  be  payable  iintil  the  end  of  Septemberi: 
and  even  later ;  but  you  will  be  possessed  of  three  miilians 
and  a  half  by  the&rst  of  July,  ev<»n  if  you-shall  have  re- 
cited nothing  from  Df  Frauktin  on/ the  old  acoounts. 

I  am  t^ierc^fore  to  request  ihi^l  you  wil|<  make  tbree  iMnip^ 
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raents  ot  one  hundred  thousand  crowns  each,  or  six  hun- 
dred thousand  livires,  making  in  the  whole  eighteen  hundred 
thousand  livres.  1  wish  it  to  be  sent  by  three  different 
conveyances,  for  the  sake  of  greater  safety,  unless  some 
very  important  convoy  should  pfTer,  in  which  case  I  desire 
an  immediate, shipment  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  livres. 
I  wish  also,  that  the  money  b&N  invested  if  possible  in  gold, 
because  four  crowns  are  \Vorth  here  only  four  hundred 
pence,  but  a  louis  is  worth  four  hundred  and  fourteen 
pence,  being  a  difference  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent. 
But  that  you  may  know  the  best  riiodei  of  investing  it,  I 
have  to  inform  you,  that  English  guineas  are  worth  four 
hundred  and  twenty  pence,  half  johannas  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  pence,  moidores  five  hundred  and  forty  pence, 
and  Spanish  pistoles  three  hundred  and  thirtysix  pence. 

f  shall  feave  this  letter  open  for  the  inspeetbn  of  Dr 
Franklin,  to  whom  I  shall  enclose  it,  and  I  sfapftll  request 
him  to  obtain  for  and  communicate  to  you  such  informa- 
tion from  the  Court  as  may  be  necessary  for  your  direction 
in  this  business^  I  wish  that  the  shipments  of  money  may 
if  possible  be  on  board  of  the  same  vessels  in  which  the 
money  shall  be  sent  for  the  use  of  the  French  army  or 
navy  here.  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  3d  of  December  last, 
requesting  you  to  pay  to  Messrs  Couteulx  &  Co.  for  ac-* 
comit  of  John  Ross  two  hundred  thousand  livres,  and  for 
account  of  William  Bingham  one  hundred  thousand  livres, 
to  John  Holker  for  account  of  John  Holker  fits ;  conceiving 
that  you  would  be  in  cash  for  the  purpose,  from  the  loan 
opened  in  Holland  for  our  use. 

I  hope  before  this  reaches  you,  that  those  sums  will 
have  been  paid ;  and  you  will  observe  it  is  my  wish,  that 
as  well  those  as  the  bills  mentioned  in  my  letters  of  the 
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Ml  iUJfi  36lh  of  Murcb,  sh6uld^  be  (/did  out  of  that  loan, 
but  if  that  cannot  be  donef,  you  will  then  malce  payment 
fixHii  any  other  moneys  vrbtch  mtty  be  in  your  hands. 
'     I  have  the  tewor  to  be,  tec. 

-    *         ROBERT  MORRIS. 


'     .10   nM^ltUt    COUTEULX    &£    CO<* 

Ottee  of  Finance,  May  18th,  1782. 

Ge()t1emen, 
I  pray  that  you  witt  receive  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
accurate  a^d  fkunctuaj^ manner. in  which  you  have  performed 
the  business  of  the  United  States,  which  I  have  ■  placed  in 
yojur  bands,  and  be. assured  that  it  shaU  always  command 
my  atl^tion.  i  sifiould  have  lodged  in  your  hands  very 
considerable  siufti  Oouheir  aocounty  subject  to  my  dbposi* 
tifMi«  btn  Dr  Franklin  having  recommended  to  me  in  a  very 
particular  inaoner  Mr  Grand,  whom  he  bad  formerly  em- 
ployed^  not  only  for  i|is.  punctuality  as  a  banker,  but  also 
for  his  zejiMn  the  American  cause,  which  be  hadeaHy  and 
werm^eapou^d^  ^nd  evidenced  his  attechment  by  liberal 
advances  of  .miMiey']Qn  tbe  credit.of  tliair  commissioneRs, 
b^for^  the  Coast  had  aoknovvl(edged  then:  as  a  nation,  I 

*  May  20th.  This  evening  I'met  Mr  Madison,  Governor  Rutledge, 
Mr  Clymer,  Mr  Lovell,  and  Mr  Root,  the  Committee  of  Congress 
ap^inted  to  «oiifef '-irith  nie  oiithe  subject  of  my  letter  to  Congress, 
of  the  17th, iof tout,  AiKlosing  «i)  ij^nded  circular  letter  to  the 
State«>  J  laid  before  these  genj;lemen  a  true  picture  of  our  present 
siti^ation,  bat  after  much  conversation,  they  appeared  to  be  disin- 
cliiMd  to  sending  the  circular  letter,  and  I  proposed  sending  suitable 
fenRmsto  tlto  ievilflil*  States,  to  make  ]^rdper  r^resentfttions  to  the 
Executives  and  ireg islatures,  which  they  seeaned  te  prefer,  and  on 
which  they  are.  to  consult  and  report  tomorrow  morning,  Diary. 
VOL.    XII.  21 
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thought  it  v^y  dutyJo  eo^plpjf.  bioi.  Btit  1  tbwsk  kr^rooie 
llWL  probable,  1  $Ml  have iQpcaaioo. for  aQQtber.b|aakec9  on 
particulfir  o^casion^  ai)d  Di9g9tiiytipnSy  JS^qd  I  ,ah4iU  (^e  the 
liberty  in  every  such  instancf^  tp.QOipiQyj^QfJi  .g^tlemen, 
not. Ml  tt^il^t  cio(ijV((9g^fl^  coDttouance  of  your  punctuality 
and  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  boi  Sec. 

.        ..    ROBE»r  MORRIS. 


1 1 


TO   B*  FBAKKLIK.       t,  . 

Office  of  FHiahce,  May  S3d  ;<1782. 

Sir,        ;   •  ..)•*. 

The  Minister  has  been  so  kind  as  to  ddlay  hlsexpreas^ 
until  I  could  write  this  letter;  -You  meatioR  in  f^iH'S'Of 
the  4th  of  March,  thtft^i  Friday  (thei^)  i93t,  the  Minisier 
inforaied  you^thatwe  should  hdvio'' six  niillions,  paid  qjiniT* 
terly,  and  thnt  you' shoidd /nc^w  bd  able  tafaoe  the  loaa 
office  and  other  bills,  and  your  acceptaTices  infavo^  ofM* 
de  Beamnmchms.  ... 

You  are  not  unacquainted  with  the>  disputes  whtcb  have 
subsbted  with  respect,  to  M.  de  BeaurmirGhaiis'  dematid. 
Whether  oi*  not  the  imineys  were  origintitt)r  adraticed  to 
him  by  the  Court,  is  not  at  present  to  be  broyglK  into 
question  by  me,  because  it, involves  many  tbing^^,  which 
ar^.Mter  ?(lJMsti^  ^hx-M^e.  Q^wr;.  tbe(n$«lv^^)thaQ>  iky  ^a^ny 
oOnirnanicatbns  to  or*  wkliotiiemi'  I'^am  oHl^  to  observe, 
that  tf  the  Very  c6nsi'deriibte  sum,  whr(ih  is  now  payable  t6 
that. gentleman  forms  a  deduction  frpm  the  p^cupia^ry.^aid 
n?Q|:4!?4.i^•U}£^^.i'^^^iode^^^  b§ -^ffii^efD^ly  iacorapateat 
to  the  piiHr^ipsesiinfeiided'hy  iti  Tiier&Mca^  bfe  my'doubt 
that  ybiJr  aefeeptiticiss  niust'b^'  paid,  but  I  have  alvcays  ex- 


pec^ted  that  yai  #ottid  'Wave  b^en  enaMed^  to  do  it  by  a 
special  grafitfor  that  j^ut-pose,  or  by  an*  asduvnpcion  6(  ttie 
paymeot'on  Ae.(Mih'of  thb'Cdurt.  I  shall  nor  enteiMntb 
tte  mode  or  arranging ')fai»  bii&inefib,  but  1  musi  ndc  re^ 
km  frond  obserm^,  that  the  grettt  object  now  is  to  prose^ 
onte  the  war,  Aat  the  aniclos  which  may  have  been  fur^ 
Disfaed  for  the  <siHn  payable  to  M^  de  Beautnarchais  must 
ioBg  since  have  been  applied  and  enrpeoded,  thct  our  ne- 
cessities noiw  are  as  pressing  as  th^y  possibly  can  be,  and 
that  everything -which  adds  to  their  weight,  is '  extremely 
distressful. 

Yoo  wiii  ob8n*ve,  Sir,  that  I  have  already  niade  my 
disposiiaoos  ^s  to  the  six  millions  granted  for  the  current 
yiear.  I  ^ail  go  oA  to  draw  as  oecasion  offers,  for  all  tbD 
moneys  which  may  be  in  Mr  Graid's  possiaaston,  making 
pUowance  for  the  shipments  of  money,  directed  in  niy  let- 
ttttfS'to  hitnu  If,  tbenftfere;  any  part  of  this  sov^n  should  be 
oiberwise  dieposed  ofj  it  might  produce  the  most  dangerous 
eonseqnenciea^      <^  •   - 

With  res()oct  and  esteem,  lam,  &xi. 

ROBERT' MORRIS. 


TO  T4«   r]tE»l0BNT   dr  CONOtUEM. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  23d,  1782. 

1  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Biffctfflehcy 
copies  of  letters,  the  former4i*oth'  Dr  Pranklin  to  me  of  the 
4th-dfMEirt>h,  atod^b^  Matter  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes 
to  him  of  the  6th  of  February.  With  these,  I  send  the 
best  sketch  I  have  been  able  to  form  of  the  state  of  the 
public  moneys ;   from  which  Congress  will  perceive  that 
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every  soii  we  ^s^a  command  dortog.  ihe  ^year  1782  i^ 
already,  anticipated.  Ttiey  wilf' perceive  that  the  pe- 
cijoiary  supplies  of  l78Land  nSSarnoUajt,  «&er  deducting 
the  expenses  oo  the  loan»  to  tw^tyfive  aad  a  half  millions 
of  livrest  and  that  there  are^  (itaeludifig  the  twe  niiUion  two 
hundred  thousand  Jivrea,-  appropriated  to  the  interest  of 
Loan  Office  certificates)  ten  miUiona,  besides  Che  sum  ex" 
pended  in  UoUand,  wfaioh  have  already  passed  and  are 
nciw  passing  tbrongb  the  banda  of-Dr  Faantciiii,  and  of 
which  not  a  livre  has  been,. or  ever. yyill  be»  applied  to  the 
corrent  service. 

.  If  to  this  be  added,  above  mo  milSoos  and  a  half  dne  on 
Boatimai^bfiis^  billS)  we»shall  :have.  an  arnount  of  jibout 
tiivelve  and  ,a  half  aaillionst  being  ai  leaft  oae  half  of  all  the 
moneys  obtained  abroad  .for  ihis  service  tof  the  yeaV  1781 
and  1783.  And  we  shall  find*  that  this  greater  half  is 
totally  conaujned  in  paying  the  principal*  qf  soaae,  andtke 
ifttere^toif  other  dehtstiwbiclft  hnvie  been  oeotiraoted  before 
that  period.  I  shall  make  no  further  commeols.im  these 
things.  They  are  ^eDpfel  Congress^  -and  will  speak  for 
themseives*  I  have  only  to  lament,  that  the  situation  to 
which  our  affairs  have  been  reduced  is  such,  that  the 
greatest  exertion  which  our  ally  can  make  in  our  favor  is 
barely  sufficiiHU!  to  satisfy  present>«ilgag6fneots,  and  that 
tbe  knowledge  of  such  aid  opiy  confirms  the  inattention  of 
our  own  citizens  to  those  distressing  circurastanoes  which 
it  docs  not.  relieve. 

r  have,  the  hon<3fr  to.  be,  &lo. 

BPQERT  JIQRRIS. 
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TO   TI|E    PB£Sri>£NT   OF    CONQRKSS. 

Offiee  of  Finante,  Miy  S7th,  178S. 

'■.  Sir,      .    .  .  .     •        , 

I  fia  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  certain  information, 
which  I  have  just  received  in  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of 
F]Tai>ce.  I  take  this  occasion  to  n^ientioo,  that  it  is  some 
tifvte.siiie^  Al.  de  la  Luzerne  commujiicated  to  me  the 
grant  of  his  Court,,  ivbicb  was  made  in  the .  mppth  of  De- 
centber  last.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  add  the  persuasion  I 
have,  that  this  grant  was  made  on  the  Minister's  rcpresen- 
tations,  and  I  cannot  omit  testifying  to  Congress  my  grate- 
fal  sense  of  his  conduct,  and  my  conviction,  that  hi$  en- 
deavors  have  not  been  wanting  still  further  to  promote  the 

4 

interests  of  the  United  States. 

I .  ^bpulfl  earlj^  have  communipated  my  intelligence  of 
the  loan  in  question,  but  I  wished  to  receive  the  detail^, 
which,  would  enable  me  to  judge  how  much  of  it  was  at 
my.  disposition.  I  confess  that  I  did  not  expect  they 
would  have  been  an  unfavorable.  I  was  restrained  also  by 
an  apprehensjo^^  that  y^e  exertion^  c(  |he  States  would 
relate.)  wbeii  they  should  learn  that  any  (ore^gn  aid  couM  be 
obtained ;  apd  the  ^tuation  of  pijir  commerce  was  sucb, 
that  if  I  bad  been  enabled  to  draw  for  much  larger  sums, 
it  would  have  been  of  no  avail,  as  I  could  not*  have  got 
money  for  the  biU^..     . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


Information  mentioned  in  the  above  Letter, 

The. King  Jiever  fromised  any  subsidy  to  the  United 
Statesi  and  all  the  sums  which  they  have  received  from 


1^  ^QftftWr  iMDRRf  8. 

him  have  been  lent  or  freely  given.  All  those,  which  have 
b^een  advanced  after  the  t)th  of  Febraarf,  1T78,  are  to  be 
repfiJL^  %.'tbja^  UnMe^  fSUii^fb.^xcept  the  six  millions  given 
last  year.  All  the  rest,  whether  furnished  in  robney  or  in 
value,  is-  a  ddbt,  which  they  have  contracted  with -bis 
Majesty. 

These  advaoces  have  been  made  at  the  folloVring 
periods,  and  are  payable  with  interest,  confdrnaably  to  the 
acknowledgements  and  obligations  of  Dr  Franklin.   . 

Xavres. 
In  1778,  3,090,000 

In  1779,  1,000,000 

In- 1780,  ,  4,000,000 

In  1761,  10,000,000 


Total,  18,000,000 

From  this  sum  must  be  taken  the  gratuitous 

subsidy  granted  last  year  of  6,000,000 

Remaias  12,600,000 

To  this  must  be  added,  1st  tfate  produce  of 

the  loan  in  HoBaiid,  40,006,000 

2d1y,  The  loan  made  by  his  Majesty  for  the 

service  of  the  current  year,  6,000,000 


■pw^aavawaawpatawi^l^ 


Total  of  the  capital  of  the  debt  contracted  by 

the  United  States  with  his  Mikjestjb  28,0(k),000 

I  am  ordered.  Sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  demand,  which 
1  had  the  honor  to  make  before,  to  the  purport  that  Con- 
gress should  authorise  Dr  FrankRh  to  consolidate  the 
pfiincipal  and  inteneat  of  that  debt^  by  •»)  obHgatioii   in 
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proper  *fonni  You  fl»e  sev  firmly  resolved,  8ir,  to  pre* 
serve^  die  order  you  hftve  mtradficed  into  yottr  deparimenty 
that  ft  would*  b&  stiperfluoos  to  reit«rsrte;  to  yoo  the  ftssup- 
anoe,  ,thfit  bis  Majesty  will  under  no  pretext  ei&c^ed  th^ 
sum  piisix  milliocii^,  wbioh  be  bills  determined  to  ndvaiiee 
to  ths  United  States  for  the  cturent-  year,  Thia  exaov 
iici3s,i«hichiis.  in  ad  coteS'  kkdispensiabie,  has  beetMne  stiK 
mmre  so  now^  that'  tbe  enemy  seem  -determined  to>  adofvt 
ar  syatom,' wUefa  obHgea  us  to  turn  the  greatest  part  of 
our^resources  to  a*  mafine.  I  am  persuaded,  Sir,  tint 
you  can* have  no  doubt  as  to  the  interest  of  Loan  Office 
certificates,  and  that  you  win  not  consfder  it  as  beiv^  at 
our  expense,  seebg  that  no  engagement  of  that  sort  has 
eyeff  been  taiken  byus.  If  bills  for  this  intierest  should 
contioue-.to  be  for wamjled;  those  wbo  draw  mast  provide 
far*  the  payment  of  them; 

LUZERNE. 
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r 

Office  of  Finance,  May  29th,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor*  to  entlbsis  you  copies  of  two 
Acts  df  JQ0n©i9iss,oeiPP'O<4he,^th  of  June,  and  the  other  of 
the  18th  of  June,  1779,  relating  to  the  aflairs  of  M.  de 
Beatfmarchins.' 

Ymi  will  ob^rvt?,  Sir^  that  ytfti  were  atfthloris^d  to 
{ri^dge  tMe  fnith  o^  the  United  States  to  the  Court  of  Ver-^ 
aitiHes  Jbr  obiaihtng  mohey  or  credit- to  hdndr  the  drafts  on 
you;  There  is  a  tiiystetiotisness  trt  this  tratisaction  arising 
irom  the  very  natm^e  of  it,*  whteh  will  not  admit  of  expla- 
natiim  here,  neither  c«vi  ybii'go  so  fotty  into  tin  expianatioa 
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I   f- 


with  the  Court.  Mi^de  BeauoMirefaais  certainlj  bad  not 
funds  of  his  orni  to  make  aueh  considecabie  expenditiflnes ; 
neither  is  there  any  i^eaaon  *ip  bdiere  that  he  btdxi^t*. 
If  the  Court  advaoced  money  .itmust  bea  secnet;  4>ol 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  giving  an  order  in  your 
favor  for  the  sum  necessary  to  pay  ihpae  bilb»  and,  there* 
fore,  measures  might  be  talcen  lo  obtain  front  him  tbe 
reimbursement  o(  any  sums*  be  might  liare  received* 
Consequently,  there  would  be  no  aetttal  advance  of  money 
made,  86  tbe  wliole  might  be  managed  by  the  pssnng  of 
proper  receipts  from  you  to  tbe  Cottft,  firom  M.  deBeau- 
marchais  to  yoM>  and  from  the  Court  to  him. 

I  wist)  that  you  would  apply  on  this -subject  and  get  it 
adjusted.  The  diverting  from  a  loan,  for  the  service  ^  of 
tbe  current  year,  so  considerable  a  part  as  that  due  to  M. 
de  Beaumarchais,  will  defeat  the  ol^t  forwhich  it  -was 
granted.  It  ought  not)  therefore^  to  be  done  if  possible 
to  be  avoided. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,/&c. 

.   ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   DAJKIEL   CULBKEr  . 

Office  of  Finaace,  May  90th,  17B2. 
Sir,  •:•".• 

1  received  your  letters  of  the  7th,  9th,  14lbi  18thy  and 
^Ist  of  May.  Tbe  resolutions  of  ibe  House  of  Delegates, 
passed  (Hi.tbp  20tb,  have  beeq  subt^ikted  to  Congressi 
and  they  have  referred,  tbe  matter  to  Mr  Rutledge^  and 
Mr  Clymer^ ,  two  of  their  rnembers,  wlio  are  going  oa 
special  business  to  the  southward  .^  Toiat  letters  contain  a 
great  many  particulars,  which  I  shall  .briefly  enumerate^ 
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«nd  take  notice  of ;  rnawy  of  ibem  are  of  a  private  and 
personal  nature,  and  therefore  ought  nol  in  any  case  to 
have  influenced  the  determinations  on  a  matter  of  great 
public  importance,  t  should  pay  no  attention  to  them,  if 
I  were  not  persuaded,  that  the  design  is  not  so  much  to 
injure  me,  as  to  involve  the  national  affairs  committed  to 
me. 

I  find  there  are  made  against  me  personally,  Ihe  follow- 
ing charges. 

1st;  That  I  liaVe  robbed  the  Eastern  States  nf  their 
specie. 

2d!y.  That  I  am  partial  to  Pennsylvnnie,  being  com- 
mercially connected  with  half  the  merchants  of  Phila- 
delphia.   ' 

tJdIy.     That  I  am  partial  to  the  disaffected. 

4tlily.  That  I  have  established  a  bank  for  sinister 
purposes. 

6ihly.  That  my  plan  and  that  of  Pennsylvania,  are  to 
keep  Virginia  poor,' and  •  - 

6ihly,  That  vvitli  the  Secretary  of  Congress  and  Mr 
Coffin  I  am  engaged  in  speculation. 

As  to  the  first  pc)int,  I  believe  the  Eastern  States  have 
a  very  different  opinion  of  the  matter,  tilihough  there  may 
be  one  or  two  persons  in  some  part  of  those  Slates,  who 
from  their  great  latitude  of  conscience,  would  not  scruple 
to  assert  what  they  know  to  be  false.  Those  who  make 
and  respect  ,such  assertions,  must  be  content  to  pass  for 
the  authors  and  inventors  of  untruths,  with  design  to  injure 
the  {lublic  service  and  sow  dirsiensions  among  the  States. 
I  have  not  received  from  the  Eastern  States,  any  more 
•than  from  tlie  Southern  States,  one  shilling  ofspecie^  since 
1  was  appointed  to  my  present  office,  ahhough  I  have  secjt 
VOL.  XII.  22 


170  •  ,   ROBERT  W>IW«^., 

very   considerables  sums .  irotn.  hence,  botli  eastward  apd 
southward,  as  tl>e  exigencies  of  the  service  required* 

As  to  the  second  poia^  that'I  .ani  conimer^^iBliy  /con- 
cerned wit^h  half  tli^  mefcbants  of  Phil^delpl^,  if  that 
were  ^si  true  as  it  ^  false,  the  conclusioDt>  tb^t  I  ana.  par- 
,tial  to  Pemisy^vatiia  woulil  by  po  meaos  fpllpw.  A  mei*- 
chant,  as  such,  csm  be  attached  particularly  to  no  couQtxy. 
Hu^  mere  php^  o( .  rasidepce^  is.  as  uie«oiiiint  .perfectly 
accidental,  and  it  would  be  just  as  reasonable  tocpQclude, 
that  an  Acnericao  reeidiog  at  L'Qrieot,  ai^l  tradiog  to 
China,  must  be  partial  to  the  French  and  Chinese.  I 
i^now  that  this  story  of -Qiy  partiality  to  P^iiosylvapia  has 
been  very  assiduously  circijilated,  jaod  has  obtained  90.  ex- 
tensive currency^  It  was  supposed  that  I  must  be  parUal 
to  Pennsylvania,  becHuse  I  reside  in  it,  .  The  assertion 
therefore  was  made,  and  the.  contracts  I  had  entered  into 
were  brought  as  the  evidence  to  support  it.  I  hftve  re- 
ceived from  Pennsylvania,  for  the  service  of  the  last. year, 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  besides  a  war- 
xj^nt  on  their  tre^isury  fpr  near  ninety  thousand,  which  is 
not  yet  paid.  The  contracts  in  Pennsylvania  have  not 
Hmounted  to  that  siim. .  Is  there  a  State  in  iibe  Union, 
which  >can  say  I  received  from  them ,  Q^ue  QhiUiqg  for 
the  last  year  ?  There  is  not  one.  But  I  can  demonstrate 
tb^t  while  I  was  charged  with  this  piurtii|li|y,  Lhad  ex- 
hausted my  credit,  aqd  supplied  every  shilling  of  oaoiieyy 
which  I  could  comn^and  from  oiy  private  ibrtune,  to  sup- 
port and  SQccor  the  Southern  States.  But  this  was  not 
from  A  partiality  in  their  favor,  for  I  will  neither  endeavor 
,to  ingratiate  myself  with  tbein,  on  such  principles^  nor 
subject  niyself  to  ,t,be.  igoQminy  of  just  reproaci)  froeEi  others. 
It  was  for  the  general  good. 
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Tb«i  t  am  ptWial  to  the  disaffected  is  among  those 
threadbare  topics  of  defamation,  which  have  been  so 
gefnerafly  apfplied,  that  they  have  lost  their  effect.  Biit  t 
have  Jemarked,  that  this  particular  aspersion  is  generally 
cast  on  those  who  least  deserve  it,  and  by  rbose  who  are 
in  a  fair  wsly  of  becbmrng  disaffected  themselves.  I  airi 
not  very  sorry  for  tfcis  charge,  because  it  shows,  that  whrle ' 
I  have  inveterate  enemfes,  they  have  nothing  to  allege 
against  me,  and  must  resort  to  the  regions  of  fiction  for 
the  ^gfound  of  calumny;  ' 

That  I  hare  established  the  bank  F shall  confess.  That 
batik  has  already  saved  Amertch  from  the  erforis  of  her 
avowed,  arid  the  intrigues  of  her  concealed  enemies ;  and 
it  has  saved' h6r  from  those,  who,  while  they  clamor  loudly 
against  the  administration  for  doing  so  little,  sedulously 
labor  to  depnVe  it  of  the  'means  of'  doing  anything^  The 
bank  willexist  in  spite  of  calumny,  operate  in  spite  of 
opposition,  and  do  good' in  Sphe  of  malevolence.     If  there 

* 

be  sinister  purposes  in  view,  it  must  be  easy  to  sliow  what 
they  are.  '  The  operations  of  a  hank  are  such  plain  rtiat- 
ters  of  arithmetic,  that  those  who  run  may  read.'  There 
is  nothing  of  mystery,  disguise,  or  concealment,  ff,  there- 
fore,  these  minister  views  cannot  be  showti,'  (and  I  knoW 
that  they  cannot)  that  defect  of  proof,  after  the  charge 
rnade,  is  itse!f  a  proof  thtit  the  thing  does  not  exis^.  But 
the  matter  does  not  terminate  hei'e.  A  groundless  un- 
founded opposition  against*  measures  df  public  utility,  must 
proceed  from  Some  cause.'  If  it  proceed  from  an  oppo- 
sition to  the  public  interests,  their  conduct  is  dangerous;' 
hot  if  it  proceed  from  aversion  to  me,  I  pit^  them. 

That  I.  shoutd,  or  that  Pennsylvania  should  have  a  plaii 
lb  keep  Virginia  poor,  is  a  strange  assertion.     I  believe 
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that  Pennsylvania  wilt  probably  be  rich,  the  8o:l  and  clinate 
are  good,  and  the  people  are  quiet  and  in^iustrious* 
Their  rulers  also  begin  to-  be  sensibJQ  of  tlieir  true  in- 
terests. They  encouriige  commerce,  havp  laid  aside  all 
the  idle  systems  of  specific  supplies,  and  content  them- 
selves with  laying  money  taxes.  There  can  b&  no  doubt 
bill  that  such  a  people  miist  become  rich.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  V'irginia,  or  any  other-State^  be  poor,  it ,  must  be 
their  own  fault.  Prudence,  diligence,  and  economy,  pro- 
mote, national  prosperity ;  and  vice,  indolf  nee,  and  prodi- 
gality, involve,  naiioiidl  ruin.  I  am  so  fitr  from  wishing  to 
i  rpoverish  Virginia,  ihat  I  have  constaiitly  labored,  both 
in  my  public  and  private  npplicatiotiis  to  bring  about  tUose 
measures,  winch  recalculated  to  make  her  wealthy  and 
powerful.  In  the  moment  of  cool  reflection  this  will  be 
acknowledgi'd ;  whenever  my  measures  are  adopted,  it 
will  be  kno^vn,  and  in  that  moment  those  whp  from  igno- 
rancCi  or  wickedness,  have  opposed  themsielves  to  .their 
country's  good,  will  be  known  and  despised.  The  cl»arge 
of  speculating,  hi  conjimction  witii  the  Secretary  of  Con- 
gress .and  Mr  .Coffin,  is  one  of  those  foolish  things,  wliich 
are  not  wort!)  an  answer.  Tl)c  whole  business  was  known 
to  the  General,  and  after  hiiTi,  to  a  coinmittee  of  Congre^ss, 
before  anything  was^done.  . 

You  tell  me  Anther,  thai  there, are  jealousies  and  resent- 
mems  against  Pongress,  for  a  design  la  curtail  the  terri- 
tory of  Virginia ;  that  it  is  alleged  no  money  can  come 
into  the  cot.intry,  while  bank  notes  and  bills  on  Philajdel- 
phia  will  purchase  tobacco;  atui  that  the  enemy  having 
failed  to  subdue  Virginia  by  .force,  would  now  try  the  arts 
of  seduclion,  wherefore  great  C9re  ought  lob?  taken  in 
preventing  any  intercourse  with  theip.     As  lo.a^y  derign 
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in  Congi;es$  4o  curtail  Virgjnia,  if  theirp  be  ^uohy^J  know 
noUiing  of  it.  Congress  wjll  undpubiedly  pursue  the  line 
of  justic.ef  and  miglit  be  justly  offended  ivere  ibey  charged 
wi|b  t(iat  design,  whicb  yoir  say. has  ofikided  Virginia. 
Tiiere  was.  a  time  when  Pennsylvnnis^  clafnored  loudly 
a^'iinst  Congress.  It  impeded  tJ>e  public  service,  and  lit* 
jured  the  reputo^ipa  of  Pennsytyania^  witl^out  prodiicing 

« 

any  good,  much.. less. a  counterbfi^ance  for  the  evils,  which 
it  did  prqdnce,  j^f'^ppil}''  ^U  tliose  heats  have  subsided, 
and  Pennsylvania,  is  iiqw,  what  I  hope  Virginia  will  soon 
be,  the.zealoM^supporter  of  Corvgress.. 

The  means  of  bringing  money  into  a  country  are 
very  sioiple,  being  nothing. more  than,  the  creating  a 
demand  fojc  it.  If  evctry  loao  be  obliged  to  get  some 
money,  every  man  must  part  with  something  to  get 
money.  This  nsial^es  tilings,  ehetp,  and  thoi^e  who 
bave  ^^opey  ^^^js  cboojse  to  |[$Kpend  it.  wh^ne  things 
arp  /cheapest.  But  wl^at  is  th€{  predilection  in  favor  of 
specie?  If  bs^nk  notes  aasiyer  the  purposes,  of  money 
the  man  whp  jref:e.iv|ss.  thenn.  has  .^every  beoeiit,  which, 
he  cpuid  aei;.iv,e.from  spccdo.  ,If  they  will  not  answer 
tbo^e|)urpp^es^  npfnan.  wijl  receive  them  ;  ^nd  then 
Virgiriia  will.npt  be  troubled,  with,  the ivi.  If  moniey  is 
dM<$  from,  Virginia  to.  Pennsylvania  or  Maryland,  it 
miSal  go  tl^ither^  ^^d  the  only  way  to  get  it  hack  again, 
is  to  sell  something  cheaper  than  Pennsylvania  or 
MaryUti.d  tyill  se}l  it.  As  to  any  profit  made  by  the 
b^pk  iQ  issuju)g  their  papers^  gentlemen  in  Virginia  may 
easily,  share  ii]by  puriQhasijig  sjtock^  which  c^n  be,  ha.d 
here, for  th^  subscription  and  interest.  ., 

That  thet.enfemy.b^ve  bce^i  foiled   in  their  .attempts 
to  subdue  Virginia  is;tru€^|  an^;  wh^a  we  recollect  the 
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meatiB  by  which  they  were  foiled,  it  ttrill  not  onTy  db- 
viate  the  charges  of  partiality,  but  show  the  advan- 
tages of  unanimity;  and  ought  to  become  a  motive^to 
cultivate  harmony  and  excite  exertion.  That  the 
enemy  will  try  the  arts  of  seduction  I  verily  believe, 
or  rather  that  these  arts  have  been  tried,  but  I  do  not 
believe  they  have  the  will  or  the  power  to  buy  many. 
It  will  sufficiently  answer  their  purposes,  if  they  can 
promote  disunion  among  us,  because  ofur  eoticord  is  our 
only  safety.  To  produce  disunion  nothfog  more  is 
necessary  than  to  set  at  work  a  few  turbulent  spirits. 
Neither  do  I  see  that  they  need  be  at  the  trduble  of 
sending  ship9  into  the  hfirbors  of  the  several  Stated, 
because  such  negotiations  nttfy  be  aocomplished  with- 
cfoi  that  troable  or  pAtlBtde. 

You  teil  me  that  the  Executive  6t  Virginia  refcrsed 
the  passports,  because  they  deemed  the  cdmnterce  atid 
intercourse  with  the  enemy  to  be  dangerous.  Thef^ 
can  be  no  doubt,  that  a  oommeree  with  the  enemy  is 
not  only  dangerous  but  highly  reprehensible,  and  if 
the  transaction  in  qtiestion  eduld  he  consfdet*ed  as  a 
commerce  of  that  sort^  I  would  tesdily  join  in  the 
censure.  But  if  thens  was  a  commei^e,  it  was '  by  (h^ 
capitulatton,  and  the  present  object  rehtles  only  to  the 
mode  of  p&ytng  a  debt  already  contracted  under  that 
solemn  agreement. 

You  tell  me,  also,  that  it  is  the  Oov^noi^s  opinion, 
that  the  Stute  should  hatre  the  benefit  resisting,  ftbm 
the  passports,  because  the  undoubted  power  bf  granti&g 
such  passports  is  in  ttiHB  State;  and  in  another  letter 
yoa  say  it  has  been  ^rged  in  argument,  thM  Congress 
have  no  right  to  grant  the*  pajtaports.  •  As  the  right  is 


thus  ^brought  in  quastiow,  it  is  to  be  pre«im«d,  that 
^Muid  tlmt  ri^t'faB  io'Gongre^g,  the  Governor'^  ai^- 
meM  in«i^st  operate  in  their  hror.  it  I  artt  rightly 
infomiiBd,  their  right  on  thiroccamon  is  not  only  an- 
questionaiUe,  but  it  is  ewclewlve;  ar^  1  am  toW  that 
nuimrous  instances  h*vte  -occurred  in  which  ^^ssels 
bavitig  passpipvls  from  •one  State -have  been  captured  by 
the  privateers  of  andtb^r  State,  and  been  adjudged 
lawful  priae.  JodgeO^ifan,  who  is  now  in  Vfrginta, 
can  4o<tt*llesa  give  iftfovmatioa  on  this  subject,  and  if 
one  could  be  attowed  to  determine  where  the  right  is 
from  whei^e  it  ou^  to-be^  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
tiiiat  it  must  be  in  Oongi-ess.  If  this  be  so,  then  the 
assertions  about -deKvering  the  eights  of  Virginia  into 
the  haittds  of  Congress,  must  tie  considered'  as  '  nothing 
m<»e  than  mere  flowers  of  rhetoric,  which  are  very  ' 
good  to»  please  m  a^idience,  but  ought  not  to  influence 
or  convitioe  a  lej^slative  body. 

How  it  can  b«  saW,  tha*  these  passports  contravene 
the  resoliitionfi  of  Congress  for  confiscatitig  British 
nnnnfttcturee  wiibm  .the  United  Stetes,  T  am  at  a  loss 
to  conceive,  arxi  ^hallbe,  unless  ft  can  be  proved,  that 
tobacwo  is :«  British  mahufiicture.  F^or  I  cannot'  sup- 
pose, ^hat  it  is  inlnnded  to  confiscate  that  property, 
wliicJi,  having  been  secured  by  the  capitulation,  is  un- 
der tte.  protectiwt  of  the  law  of  riatfons,  which  law 
musti  always  be  laken  notice  of  and  respected  by  the 
Bwrnicipd  law  of  every  .civilized  country.  As  to  the 
laws  of  Virginia,  which  may  be  contravened  by  it  I 
oamiot  speak  dpci»tedty,  ^but  I  have  a  pretty  strong 
reawntadoubtuhe  truth  of «his  assertion,  and  it  will 
preaf  ntly  in  assigned.     But  of  i^»  things  in  the  ^orld 
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the  most  ridiculous  is  the  assortion^  that  this  would 
give  eause  of  complaint  to  the  £tng  of  Fraoceu  There 
is  something  of  the  same  kind  in  the*  resolutions  of  the 
Delegates,  which  I  will  now  consider^  obseirvi^  be- 
forehand, that  the  objoctior4  would  come  rather  onfor- 
tunately,  should  it  be  made  by  nien,  wliose  seal  for 
the  honor  and  interest  of  his  Most  /Christian  Majesty 
has  never  shown  itself,  except  in  the  ppe;jt»ent  moment, 
and  then  by  exciting  discord  among  his  allies. 

The  resolutions^  being.the  act.  of  a  respectable  body, 
are  deserving  of  respect,  and  sbaH  meet  with  it  from 
ine.  But  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  differ  from  them 
in  some  of  their  positions.  It  is  reiolved-  first,  that 
allowing  the  capitukints  tot  export  tobacco  is-  not  .iffar- 
ranted  by  the  capitulation.  Muob  of  what  follows  de- 
pends on  the  equivocal  sensd  of  the-  word  wmranied. 
If  by  that  word  is  meant  enjoined,  or  directed,'  the 
position  is  just,  but  if  the  idea  to  hO'  conireyed  is,  that 
such  exportation  is  not  permitted^  then  tbe  position  is 
untrue.  The.  exportation  is  very  clearly  permitted  by 
the  capitulation,  because  the  capitulation  does  not  pro- 
hibit it,  nor  indeed  say.  anythiog  abo&t  it.  But.  in  a 
day  or  two  after  the  eapltulatioa  an  agreement  was 
made  for  the  purchase  of  goods,  payable  in  tobacco, 
which  is  now  sanctioned  by  the  Delegates  in  the  last 
of  their  resolutions.  Clearly,  therefore,* the  exporta- 
tion of  tobacco  in  payment  for  British  goods^  is  (in 
the  judgqient  of  the  Delegates)  permitted  by  the  capit- 
ulation. 

The  second  resolution  soems  to  go  upon,  a  mistake. 
The  Acts  of  Congress  for  confiscating- British  manu- 
factures, as  I  have  already  observed  in  another  place, 
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cannot,  I  should  imagine,  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth,  or  else  it  would  not  have  been 
permitted  in  another  instance,  for  the  Delegates  cannot 
be  supposed  to  intend  a  breach  of  the  law,  and  still  less 
can  they  be  supposed  to  mean,  that  it  was  lawful  for 
the  general  and  the  State  Agent  to  do  what  it  is  not 
lawful  for  the  United  States  in  Congress  to  do. 

The  third  resolution,  quoting  a  part  of  an  article  in 
the  treaty  of  commerce,  appears  to  me  to  be  rather  in- 
conclusive. The  object  of  ^  that  article  was  to  make 
provision  in  a  case  which  might  happen,  when  one  of 
the  high  contracting  parties  was  at  peape,  and  the  other 
at  war,  which  is  not  the  case  at  present.  '  The  sense 
which  France  entertains  on  this  subject  may  clearly  be 
learnt  from  the  various  capitulations  granted  to  the 
conquered  Islands;  and  if  I  am  not  much  misinformed 
the  sense  of  Virginia  on  this  very  question  of  exporting 
tobacco  may  be  found,  by^  consulting  sundry  instances 
of  the  kind  subsequent  to  the  capitulation  of  York. 

The  fourth  resolution  is  a  conclusion  drawn  from  the 
three  preceding,  and  says  that  the  capitulation  does 
not  warrant  the  enemy  to  export  tobacco,  and  that 
such  exportation  would  be  contravening  the  regulations 
of  the  United  States,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth,  wherefore  the  vessels  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  load.  The  premises  on  which  this  con- 
clusion if  founded  being  unsupported,  the  conclusion 
itself  must  fall,  or  else  the  next  succeeding  resolution 
ought  to  be  revoked. 

.   The  industry  which  you  say  has  been  used   on   this 
occasion  would  not  have  surprised   me,  if  our  affairs 
had  been  in  such  train,  that  the  country  was   entirely 
VOL.  XII.    *         23 
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put  of  danger.  But  lender  our.  present  circumst^^Qci^fty 
it  Ijtpth  astonishes  ^od  a£Ucts  me,  not  for  myself,  but 
jEbr  the  public.  Men  may  flatter  themselvesi  that  all 
is  safe  and  well,  aod  endeavor  to  shrink  from  the  pub* 
lio  burdens  and  embarrass  the  public  pparalioos,  but 
the  consequence  is  clear  and  certain.  The  enemy 
know  they  cannot  conquer>  and  therefore  seel^  to 
divide  us.  Convinced  that  the  North^n  and  Eastern 
States  cannot  even  then  be  suhdued^  their  ultimate 
ambition  now  is  to  subjugate  those  to  the  southward, 
and  the  oaly  means  under  heaven  of .  preventing  it  is 
by  unanimity*  That  the  other  States  should  be 
plunged  into  hasty  measures^  pregnant  with  disunion, 
might  have  bcien  eKpecte,d»  but  that  any  inhabitants  of 
a  State,  deeply  interested  to  pursue  the  coivtrai:y  cpn- 
duct)  sJ)ould  be  so  blind  both  to  the  duty  und  interest 
of  that  State  will  scarcely  be  believed  hereafter,  and 
could  not  have  happened  now,  but  from  causes  which 
would  bear  a  harder  name  than  I  shall  give  them. 
I  am»  Sir*  &^. 

ROBERT  MQRJIIS. 


TO   THE    rRBfliPBNT   OF    COff^WEfiS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  3l8t,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  perceive  that  on  the  3dth  instant-  Congress  re- 
solved, ^Hhat  the  salaries'  sod  atiowanees  to  which  the 
public  servants  of  the  United  States  are,  or  shall  be 
entitled,  be  io  future  paid  by  the  Superiateadent  of 
Finance,  and  of  the  moneys  which  shall  from  time  to 
tioM  be  in  his  bands>  and  that  the  said  public  ser vaata 
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bt  )siQtbortsed  to  mttke  qunriierly  drafms  on  him  for  thfil 
purpose/'  The  tenor  of  this  resolution  tv^ouid,  I  h^ 
lieve,  give  to  every  ixfficer  of  the  United  Stbtes,  both 
civil  and  military,  the  right  of  drawing  upon  me, 
which  would  be  liable  to  this  objection  among  many 
others,  that  I  should  frequootly  be  obliged  to  protest 
the  bills  for  want  of  funds  to  discharge  them.  If, 
therefore,  the  object  of  the  resolution  was  to  provide 
for  the  foreign  «ervan48  ofily,  it  might,  perhaps,  be' 
proper  to  make  some  alteration  in  the  terms. 

But  I  would  submit  to  Congress  T^hethet  a  better 
mode  might  hot  be  deviled  for  payment  of  the  salaries 
in  question.  It  will  tend  greatly  to  simplify  the 
public  aecounfs  if  those  of  each  Department  be  brought 
under  one  separate  head,  whereas  if  bills  are  to  be 
drawn  by  every  public  officer  tnuch  confusion  would 
be  introduced,  and  forged  bills  might  be  pdtid  without 
a  possibility  of  detecting  the  forgery.  The  present 
mode  which  I  have  adopted  is,  that  the  accounts  of 
each  Department  of  the  civil  list  be  made  up  and 
settled  at  the  treasury  quarterly,  and  that  a  warrant 
issue  for  the  amount.  If  this  mode  be  pursued  with 
respect  to  the  Depatttneht  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the 
moneys  itiiiy  be  remitted  io  those  who  are  abrosid  by 
the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Aflairi,  u^til  they  shall  have 
aippointed  their  respective  agents  to  receive  it  for  them 
here.  This  wilt  not  only  simplify  the  accounts,  but 
be  of  great  use  to  the  parties,  because  in  some  cases 
they  may  be  unable  Io  sell  their  bills  on  this  country 
at  all,  and  in  others  they  must  suffer  a  considerable 
loss.  And  if  obliged  to  send  such  drafts  on  their  own 
ftceotrnt  to  dVttfrn  paymeht  of  their  salaries,  much  time 


180  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

may  be  lost  by  delay  in  tedious  passages  and  other 
accidents,  and  of  course  they  will  be  exposed  unneces- 
sarily to  ipconyeniences  and  disappointments.    . 

1  am,  Sir,  &c. 

.     ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    G£QHGE    OI^NET,    OF    RHODE-ISI/AND, 

Office  of  Finftiiee,  Jane  Ist,  178^. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  tbe  13th  of  May  hist, 
enclosing  an  account  of  moneys.you  had  received.  The 
particular  details  you  Jiave  entered  into  are  a  pleasing 
circumstance  to  roe,  as  they  show  your  accuracy  and 
attention  ^  but  as  such  returns  will  consume  much  time  and 
be  of  no  correspondent  utility,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
continue  them ;  but  in  general  state  to  me  the  amount  of 
cash  received,  the  amount  of  cash  exchanged,  the  amount 
of  cash  in  hand,  the  amoimt  of  bank  notes  in  hand,  and 
the  amount  of  my  notes  in  hand. 

It  would  be  of  great  use  to  th§  State  that  the  special  ac- 
count of  the  money  received  from  each  collector  should  be 
published ;  and  when  they  place  you  in  the  situation  requir- 
ed by  Congress,  it  will  form  a  part  of  your  duty,  la  the 
interim  you  had  better  avoid  any  discussion  on  the  subject, 
whidi  may  lead  to  disagi'eeable  altercation.  If  the  sum 
total  received  from  each  collector  were  published,  in  order 
to  render  the  system  complete  it  would  be  proper,  that 
every  such  collector  should  be  obliged  to  deposit,  in  some 
place  .within  the  circle  of  bis  collection,  such  account  of  his 
receipts  for  the  public  intpecttony  that  every  man  might 
see  whether  the  moneys  he  had  paid  were  fairly  delivered 
over. 
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You  will  do  well  to  explain  this  whole  system  to  men  of 
discernment  in.  your  legislature.  *  My  object  in  this  branch 
of  adminisfration  is  to  enable  each  individual  man  to  trace 
the  money  he  pays,  from  his  own  pocket  into  the  public 
treasury.  To  this  I  shall  add  accounts  of  equal  notoriety, 
by  which  every  roan  who  can  read  (being  previously  in- 
formed as  above  of  the  sum  total  of  receipts)  may  perceive 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  treasure  is  expended  and 
appropriated.  A  similar  line  of  conduct  will  be  pursued 
with  respect  to  all  funds  which  may  be  granted  for  liquida- 
tion of  the  national  debt. 

Finally,  when  all  the  world  can  perceive  that  our  revenue 
is  equal  to  our  expenditure,  and  that  new  revenues  are  de- 
vising, and  the  old  daily  placing  in  a  better  state  of  collec- 
tion, our  credit  will  be  firmly  established ;  that  will  enable 
the  public  to  command  money  in  any  emergency,  both  at 
home  and  abrosid ;  that  again  will  put  us  in  a  situation  to 
make  active,  vigorous  exertions,  and  thus  we  shall  come  to 
be  beloved  by  our  friends,  feared  by  ocir  enemies,  and  re- 
spected by  all  mankind.  In  this  natural  progress  and  order 
of  things,  I  must  expect  of  the  several  States,  as  the  servant 
of  the  United  States,  a  revenue  ample  in  its  extent,  punc- 
tual in.  the  payment,  and  absolutely  at  my  dtsposition.  In 
return  for  such  grants  the  States  are  to  expect  from  a  Su* 
perintendent  of  Finanoe,  vigilance,  integrity,  order  and 
economy.  Should  be  be  deficient  in  these  duties  he  wiH 
deserve  to  be  removed  and  punished.  Should  the  States 
be  deficient  they  must  allow  him  to  complain,  they  must 
expect  him  to  remonstrate,  and  finally  they  must  not  be 
surprised  if  their  negligence,  boding  ruin  to  their  country, 
be  pointed  out,  and  exposed,  and  reprehended. 
Your  most  obedient,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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GARON    D£    BAAUMARCHAIS   TO    ftOBERT   MOBBIS^ 

r  » 

TraDsIalion.    . 

ftaiu,  !Svtne  3d,  1782. 

The  he«hli  of  poor  Francy  not  yet  permitting  liirn  to 
baiKird  another  voyage  to  Afnerica,  I  find  myself  oUiged 
(to  my  very  great  loss  and  regret)  to  postpone  thef  hope  of 
closing  and  settjifig  all  ray  accounts  with  the  Genera]  Coo* 
gress,  until  he  shall  have  recovered  duffioient  strength  for 
his  voyage ;  he  alone  being  able  to  resume  the  thread  And 
instructions  of  an  affair^  wbicb  he  has  already  pursued 
with  60  much  assiduity  during  tb^ee  y^ars. 

From  one  niercbaiii  to  another,  tbe  extract  of  tlie  ac- 
count adjusted  in  France  by  .tbe  person  authorised,  wlio  has 
ordered  and  vouched  all .  my  advances,  and  «vhicb  1  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  address  to  you,  would  be  sufficient 
for  the  entire  settlement  of  tny  account ;  but  my  business 
lies  with  an  association  of  United  States^  who  have  ituruated 
tiie  administration  df  their  most  valuable  mterests,  to  ao 
assembly  of  citizens,  to  a  General  Con^mss,  tbe  members 
of  which  are  <A>nti»ual]y  changed,  atxl  as  continoilly  liable 
to  view  transactions  of  the  oUest  daitei  and  those  which 
have  been  most  thoroughly  investigaled  at  other  tiim^,  with 
ihe  same  uncertainty  and  ignorance  0f  circumstances^  ad  if 
they  were  new  events.  From  wheBco  arises  the  necessity 
of  causing  my  accounts  to  be  adjusted  and  settled  'by  the 
same  agent,  who  lias  already  preseiiited  and  dbcussed  liietn^ 

r 

agreeably  lo  tbe  vonchers  ia  bis  possession  ;  which  ftl.  de 
Francy  will  do  as^soon  as  bis  health  will  permit  inm  to  m^ 
dertake  a  voyage  at  sea. 
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In  the  meantime)  Sir,  1  have  the  honof  to  address  to  you 
a  faithful  abstract  of  my  aecoimts,  $s  they  imve  been  settled 
by  Mr  Deane,  with  whom  alone,  on  bebalf  of  (he  General 
Congress,  I  treated.  His  rnUfoftiuies,  the  malice  with 
which  \m9  character,  naturally  mild  and  uniform,  has  beeo 
dispersed,  aod  the  complaints  which  I  have  iieard  m  this 
country  against  certain  of  his  writing*;,  (of  which  I  have  not 
yet  seen  any)  since  tlie  English  papers  made  them  public, 
have  jiot  changedrthe  opinion  I  had  formed  of  him }  and  I 
will  always  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  he  is  one  of  those 
men,  who  have  contributed  most  to  the  alliance  of  France 
with  the  United  States.  I  will  even  add,  that  his  laudable 
endeavors  ia  the  most  difficult,  times  merited,.perhaps,  an- 
other recompense.  I  ^ee  there  are  ioti  igues  among  Repyih 
licans,  as  well  as  in  the  Courts  of  Kings,  This  digression, 
(which  a  compassionate  feeling  ibr  a  man,  worthy  of  a  bet- 
ter lot,  forces  from  me  in  writing  to  you,  to  you.  Sir,  who 
have  loved  hitn  as  I  do,)  this  digression  excused,  I  resume 
my  aSair ;  and  I  request  of  you,  Sir,  to  engage  Congress  to 
assist  me  by  the  very  first  opportunity,  with  bills  of  ex- 
change, such  as  the  first  which  I  received  in  1779.  Though 
they  are  not  yet  pajable,  and  though  I  have  been  obliged 
to  undergo  the  heaviest  losses  in  order  to  make  them  ser- 
viceable, I  cannot  support  Uie  weighty  burden  of  my  credit 
to  Amefica,  (with  which  alone  I  should  be  able  to  settle 
my  debts  in  Europe,)  without  having,  at  least,  an  object 
representative  of  this  said  credit  in  my  bands.  Ajid  ^leilher 
the  Congress  nqr  I  stowld  Ipok  too  minutely  to  the  losses 
that  I  sustain  in  the  negotiation  of  this  paper*  It  is  one  of 
the  events,  one  of  the  indispensable  consequences  of  the 
nature  and  situation  of  things.  Have  then  the  justice.  Sir, 
to  vemi  10  me  as  speedily  as  possi^fe,  if  not  thq  wh<>Ie  of 
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my  account)  at  least  a  large  part  of  what  is  due  to  me  by 
Congress  in  bills  of  exchange,  reserving  what  aray  be  ob- 
jected to  in  the  account. and  its  full  proof,  until  Francy  may 
be  able  to  repair  to  Philadelphia.  My  very  embarrassed 
situation  will  cause  me  to  receive  this  strict  justice  from 
Congress  as  a  favor,  and  I  shall  be  under  the  greatest  obli- 
gation to  you  for  it. 

Receive,  Sir,  all  my  congratulations  on  the-  merited  con- 
fidence which  your  feliow-citizeus  have  placed  in  you.  No 
man  can  entertain  a  greater  esteem  for  your  person  and 
superior  talents  than  I  do.  Messrs  De  Francy  and  Deane 
have  taught  me  to  become  acquainted  with  yon ;  and  it  is 
after  the  most  deliberate  affection  that  1  subscribe  myself, 
with  the  most  respectful  regard  and  acknowledgement.  Sir, 
your  obedient  servant. 

CARON  DE  BEAUMARCHAIS. 


THE     FOLLOWING     ABE     THE    ABSTRACTS    M£NTION±D     IN 

THE    PRECEDING    LETTER. 

Dr  the  Hon-orable   Congress   of  the    United   States  in 
Account  Current  with  Caron  de  Beaumarchais, 

1776,  Livres.    s.  d. 
Sept.  21,    To  so    much    paid  Messrs    Du  Cou- 

dray  &  Le  Bran,        -        •        •        .  3,600 

Oct.   25,    To  ditto  paid  ditto,          ....  4,400 

Nov.    6,    To  ditto  paid  ditto,          ....  7,200 

„    12,    To  ditto  paid  Mr  Silas  Deane,         -        -  20,000 

„    18,    To  ditto  paid  Messrs  Dn  Condray  &  Le 

Brun,           -        -       -        .       -       -  12,000 

„    21,    To  ditto  paid  ditto,           ....  12,000 
„    25,    To  ditto  paid  the  Chevalier  Prudhomme 

de  Bore, 2,400 

„    27,    To  ditto  paid  ditto,           -        -        .        -  2,100 
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lAvres.  #«  d. 
Dec.    4,    To  ditto  paid  Messrs  Da  Condniy  &  Le 

Bran,  -        -        -     ,  -        -        -        53,54113  4 

„       5,    To  ditto  paid  ditto,  ....  4,800 

„        „    To  ditto  paid  Mr  Silas  Deane,         -        -  2,400 

„       6,    To    „        „    M.  de  Vrigny,  -  600 

„     12,    To     „        „    Mr  Rogers^        ...  240 

„  13,  To  amount  of  tho  cargo  and  expenses  to 
departure  of  the  diip  AmphUrite,  in- 
surance, freight,  and  commission  on 

the  outfit,  979,493  8  3 

„     14,    To  so  much  paid  M.  de  Goy,  -  240 

„    26,    To  ditto  reimbursed  to  M.  de  Montieu 

per  Silas  Deane,  ....  411 16 

r 

,y      „      To  commission  at  1  per  cent  on  the  above 

payments  made  to  Mr  Deane,  -  228   1 

1777, 
Jan.  15,  Tp  amount  of  the  ship  Seine,  her  cargo, 
charges  to  departure ,  insurance,  freight, 
and  commission  on  the  outfit,  •  -^  784,631  2 10 
Feb.  5,  To  amount  of  the  cargo  and  charges  to 
the  departure  of  the  ship  Mercury,  in- 
surance, fireight,  and  commission    of 

the  outfit,  878,758 13 

„    15,    To  ditto  of  the  ship  wSmeZia,  •      241,06815   3 

„    27,    To  so  much  paid  M.  de  Gk>y,  -        •'  800 

„      „      To  commission  at  1  per  cent  on  the  sey- 
eral  payments,  as  above  made  to  Messrs  ^ 
Du  Coudray,  Le  Brun,  and  others,      -  1,039   4 

May  10,  To  amount  of  the  cargo  and  expenses  to 
departure  of  the  ship-  Teresia,  insur« 
ance,  freight,  and  bemmission  on  the 
outfit,  -        -        -        -        -        .    1,062,85317  6 

„     15,    To  ditto  of  the  ship  Jtf^reBo6t,        -        *        89,460   1 
June  10,    To    „  „    Maria  CtUkerina,      -       166,217   6   3 

Sept.  25,    To    „  „    Flamand,         -  630,19514 

Nov.  26,    To  ditto  of  aa  account  of  expenses  incur- 
red at  St  Domingue,  by  M.  Carabasse,  ^ 
relative  to  the  cargoes    of  the  ships 
Teresia  Bud  Amelia,  -  122,882   7   3 
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1778,  Iawu.  9.  d. 

May  27,    Toamonnt  of  a  aeeond  iico<mBt|  diUo,  88,0371110 

1781, 

April    6,    To  coxnmiBsion  at 

i  per  cent  on    25,000  \ 

30,000  S^l^'"<»«  ^ 

'        I   Dills  on  Pans,  905 

144,000  J 
„       „    To  amount  of  the  accouBt  of  interest  at  6 
per  cent  per  aauum,  as  particnlafized 
hereafter,  -        •        •.       .        -    i,1674»0 

Uvifes,  6,274,844 11   6 

Contra  Cr, 

1777,  Idmres  s:  d, 

Aug.  23,    By  net  proceeds  of  the  retutned  cargo  of 

the  Mercury^        -        -        -        -         -        18,728   7 

1778, 
Feb..  27,    By  ditto,  ditto  of  th«r^7npAttnte,    -         .      135,338  8  9 

April  17,  By  remittance  to  Mr  Franey  of  20,000 
dollars  at  4  for  1  is,  at  5'liTres  touraois 
for  a  dollar,        -        -       .-         -         .        35,000 

May  26,    By  ditto  of  94,000  dollars  at  ditto  ditto  30,000 

Oct.  22,    By  net  .proceeds  of  the  returned  cargo  of 

the  Teresia, 124,139  9  6 

1779, 

May  5|  By  ditto  of  the  AnuUttf  passed  on  m«mo- 
randumf  waiting  the  final  of  accounts 
of  M.  Carahasse,.  the  shipper  ,  in  this 
afiair. 

June  26,  By  net  proceeds  of  ^l  hhds  tobacco  per 
the  JPier  Radriguef  reduced  to  115|[,  on 
account  of  the  freight  being  ono  h^lf,'  74,905  3   9 

1780,         / 

J\mt  25,  By  remittances  on  Dr  Franklin  to  the 
15th  of  June,  1780,  vix. 

74,000 


,000  ^ 
j000> 


72j000>«»*     144,000* 


"There  appears  to  be  an  error  in  adding  up  this  sum,  yix.  74,000 
and  72,000,  vnount  to  146,000. 
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Litres,  s.  d. 
1781, 
April  6,     Bj  bidance  due  to  me  from  the  honorable 

Congress,        .  .         .         .  5,722,723  2  6 

Liyres,  6,274,844 11   6 

Errors  and  omissions  ezoepted/ 

Paris,  April  6th,  1781. 


Dr  the  Honorable  Gongrese  in  their  new  Account  Cur^ 
rent  with  Caron  de  Beaumarchais, 

1781,  lAvres.  8.  d. 

April  #»     To  balance  due  to  me  on  the  preceding 

accoo^jt,        , 5,722,723  2  6 

1782, 
May  18,     ToVommission  at  J  per  cent  on  X44,000 
and    2,544,000   making    2,688,000,  in 
bills  on  Paris,  «  13,440 

„      „     To  amount  of  interest  account  at  6  per 
cent  per  annum,  as  particulajized  j^iere- 
after,        ...         .        .         .        382,69818 

',f.  „  To  commission  at  2^  per  cent  tp  Jfi,.  de 
Francy  on  the  returns  from  America, 
vix. 
On  552,121 9  amouht  of  the  returns  to  the 
credit  of  their  account  settled  the  6th 
of  April,  1781, 
2,882,332109  amount  of  the  returns  to 
the  credit  of  the  account  settled  this 

day^ 
3,434,453 19  9  at  2i  per  cent,         -         •        85,861   6 

Xivres,  6,204,723  6  6 

Contra  Cr. 

1781,  JUvrpfi.  9.  d. 

Jvne  25,    3j  iC^nattan^es  on  Dr  Franklin  to  the 

25th  of  June,  1781,         •         -         -        144,000 


•• 
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Litres,  s.  d. 


July  20)  By  net  proceeds  of  150  hhds  tobacco  per 
the  ehip  PerUf  reduced  to  75,  on  ac ' 
count  of  the  freight  being  one  half,  34,991 19 

„      „     By  ditto  of  176  hhds  tobacco  per  the  Too 

HdenaSf  reduced  to  88  by  the  freight,  49,826 19 

„      „     By  ditto  of  32  hhds  dittq.per  Good  Man 

Richardf  reduced  to  16  by  the  freight,  6,141  5 

„  „  By  ditto  of  188  hhds  ditto  per  the  PoUy, 
reduced  to  125|,  the  freight  being  one 
third,  .  -  -  ...  55,872 14  9 
Oct.  1,  By  ditto  of  159  hhds  ditto  per  Fier  Ro- 
drigtief  reduced  to  79}  by  the  freight  at 
one  half, 47,49913 

„  „  By  15  hhds  ditto  per  the  Jeanjind  which 
were  lost,  this  vessel  haying  foundered 
at  sea,  (for  memorandum,) 

1782, 
May  18,    By  remittances  on  Dr  Franklin  to  the 
25th  of  June,  1782,  patfsed  here  in  anti- 
cipation, amounting  to  2,544,000 

„      „     By  balance  due  to  me  from  the  Honora- 

ble  Congress,         ....      3,322,390 15  9 

Uvres,  6,204,723  6  6 


Dr  the  Honorable  Congress. 

1782, 
May  18,    To  balance  due  to  me  on  the  above  ac*  # 

count,         .         •         •         -         •       3,322,39015  9 

Cloeed  the  above  account,  as  well  debit  as  credit,  of  the  sum  of 
six  millions  two  hundred  and  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twentythree  Uvres,  six  sols,  and  six  deniers  toumois ;  on  which  the 
Honorable  Congress  of  the  tJnited  States  of  America  owe  me  as  bal- 
ance the  sum  of  three  millions  three  hundred  and  twentytwo  thou- 
sand three  bundled  and  ninety  Uvres,  fifteen  sols,  and- nine  denien 
toumois. 
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Dtj  moreover  J  the  Honorable  Congress. 

To  amount  of  the  drafts  of  General  Lincoln,  drawn  at  Charles- 
toOi  in  the  month  of  March,  1780,  on  Samuel  Hutatington,  Presi" 
dent  of  Congrefls,  to  the  order  of  M.  de  Francy,  for  the  purchase*  of 
the  cairgo  of  the  corvette  the  ZiphyVf  sold  by  Captain  Mainville  to 
the  said  General  Lincoln,  Commander  of  the  Southern  army  of  thb 
United  States,  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twentyfour  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars,  (this  for  memorandumf)  for  which  two  hun- 
dred and  twentyfour  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  I  am  yet  to  be 
credited,  no  return  having  been  made  to  me. 

Errors  and  omiqsions  excepted. 

<;aron  de  beaumarchais. 

Pans,  May  18th,  1782. 


TO    O£0RG£    WASHINGTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  .4th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Esicellency^s  lelters  of  the  ]7th 
and  25th  of  May,  with  the  enclosure.  I  am  much  obliged 
by  the  attention  paid  in  your  circular  letter  to  the  situation 
of  my  department.  lam  very  sorry  to  inform  you  that  it 
is  really  deplorable.  1  with  difficulty  am  enabled  to  per- 
form my  engagements,  and  am  absolutely  precluded  from 
forming  any  new  ones.  I  have  therefore  been  under  the 
very  disagree&ble  necessity  of  suffering  the  public  service 
to  stand  still  in  more  lines  than  one*  I  have  been  driven 
to  the  greatest  shifts,  and  am  at  this  moment  unable  to 
provide  for  the  civil  list. 

I  can  easily  suppose  Ihat  military  men  should  murmur 
to  find  the  salaries  of  the  civil  list  more  punctually  paid 
than  their  own.  To  enter  into  arguments  on  this  occasion 
will  be  unnecessary,  for  I  am  persuaded  that  your  Excel- 
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]ency  must  be  of  opinion  wkb  iiie,  that  unless  tbe  civil  list 
is  paid  neither  civil  nor  militur)-  can  exist  at  all. 

I  am  wull  persuaded  of  your  Es^cellency's  desire  to  pro** 
mote  tbs  success  pf  those  measures  I  have  tiakeil,  becanw 
I  am  siire  you  are  convinced  that  their  tendency  and  my 
intentions  are  all  directed  to  tbe  public  good.     Indeed,  my 
Dear  Sir,  you  will  hardly  be  9ble  tp  iojtm  %t  adequaile 
idea  of  tbe  eariiestfiess  wkh  wbieh  1  desire  ip  relieve  you 
from   the  anxieties  you  must  undergo.     But  when  tbe 
several  gazelles  shall  have  announced  the  sums  received 
for  this  year's  service,  and  I  am  well  convinced  that  the 
whole  did  not  on  the  1st  of  June  amount  to  twenty  thous- 
and dollars ;  when  it  is  recollected  that  our  expenses  at 
the  rate  of  eight  millions  annually,  are  near  twenty  thous- 
and dollars  a  day  ;  and  when  it  is  known  that  the  estimates 
on  which  the  denMiid  was  founded  do  not  .include  many 
essential  branches,  among  which  the  Marine  and  .Foreign 
Affairs  are  to  {be  numbered  ;  surely  tt  cannot  be  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  the  army  are  4)01  paid ;  surely  the  blame  is 
to  fall  on  those  from  whose  negligence  the  evil  originates. 
But  I  will  not  give  you  the  pain  of  hearing  me  repeat  com« 
plainis,  which  you  know  to  be  but  too  well  founded. 
I  pray  you  to  believe,  that  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    EDWARD    CARBINGTON,    IN    VIRGINIA. 

■ 

Office  of  Finaaoe,  June  6th^  178S. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  May,  frbm 
Richmond.    It  does  by  no  means  surprise  me,  after  some 
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other  things  which  hare  happened,  that  an  opposition  is 
made  to  receiving  my  notes  in  taxes.  I  am  indifferent 
about  the  event  of  those  d^lib^fations,  which  xMy  be  had 
on  that  subject.  If  they  choose  rather  to  tax  in  coin,  I 
shall  be  content,  for  the  coin  will  Imswer  my  purposes  as 
well  as  the  notes,  which  were  only  intended  to  anticipate 
the  revenue,  and  supply  that  want  of  money,  which  is  not 
a  little  complained  of,  and  particularly  in  Virginia.  The 
views  of  those  who  oppose  their  circulation,  I  will  not 
guess  at,  but  I  hope  they  may  he  virtuous  and  honorable 
motives,  in  which  case,  I  shall  only  pity,  a  want  of  under* 
standing  to  discover  the  true  interests  of  their  country. 
I  am,  yonr  most  obedient;  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   TUB    SfiCRBTART   OF   FOREIGN   AFFAIRS. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  7th,  178S. 

Sir^ 
I  received  this  morning  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  on  the  6th.  Congress  have  asked  from  the  seve* 
ral  States  a  five  per  cent  duty  on  goods  imported,  and  on 
prizes  and  piize  goods,  as  a  fund  for  paying  the  principal 
and  interest  of  their  debts.  This  fund,  when  granted,  will 
not  be  sufficient,  and  it  is  not  yet  granted  by  all.  I  expect, 
however,  that  the  requisition  will  speedily  be  complied 
with.  I  shall  not  £ease  urging  it,  and  also  such  further 
revenues  as  may  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  When 
they  shall  have  been  obtained,  they  will  be  duly  applied  iu 
liquidation  of  the  public  debts ;  but  imtil  that  period  arrives, 
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neither  the  principal  nor  the  interest  of  such  debts. can  be 
paid, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   DANIEL   JEN1F£;R,    OF   MAHTLAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  llth,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  wtiich  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  on  the  3i6t  of  Inst  month.  I  am  so  habituated  to 
receive  apologies  instead  of  money,  that  1  am  not  surprised 
at  the  contents  of  it.  If  complaints  of  difficulties  were 
equivalent  to  cash,  I  should  not  complain  that  the  quotas 
are  unpaid.  But  unluckily  this  i^not  the  case,  and  if  the 
States  really  mean  to  prosepute  the  war,  something  more 
must  be  done  than  merely  to  pass  declaratory  resolutions ; 
for  no  man  can  be  found  who  will  for  such  resolutions  sup- 
ply food  to  our  army.  lam  well  persuaded,  that  the  diffi- 
culties which  any  State  lojbors  under,  proceed  more  from 
impolitic  laws  than  any  other  source  ;  for  as  to  the  taxes 
required,  they  are  very  moderate,  when  compared  either 
with  the  real  wealth  of  the  people,  or  tlie  former  expenses 
which  they  have  borne. 

How  far  the  quota  asked  from  your  State,  is  or  is  not 
proportionate,  it  is  not  my  business  to  determine.  I  pre- 
sume it  is  right ;  but  let  it  be  as  high  as  it  may,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  when  your'  specifics  are  turned  into  specie, 
and  the  various  expenses  attending  su2fh  mode  of  taxation 
are  paid,  if  the  net  amount  be  compared  with  the  property 
taken  from  the  people  according  to  this  simple  proportion, 
(as  the  whole  tax  laid  is  to  the  net  amount  brought  into 
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the  treasury,  so  is  the  price  of  wlieat,  tobacco,  or  any 
other  article  fixed  in  the  law,  to  a  fourth  ntnnber  to  be 
ibund,)  if,  I  say,  this  comparison  be  made,  it  will  appear 
that  the  people  have  sustained  a  grevter  loss,  than  any  dis- 
proportion in  tiieir  quota  could  amount  to. 

I  ou  must  not,  however,  suppose  that  Maryland  is  sin- 
gular in  considering  her  quota  too  high,  so  far  from  it,  that 
I  believe  every  State  thinks  so  of  its  own  quota,  and  would 
be  very  happy  to  apologise  to  the  world  for  doing  nothing, 
with  the  thin  and  flimsy  pretext,  that  it  has  been  asked  to 
do  too  much. 

You  tell  me  your  assembly  would  pledge  any  species  of 
security  in  then*  power  to  borrow  money.  I  am  persuaded 
that  you  think  so,  but  you  must  pardon  me  for  holding  a 
different  opinion,  besides  that  their  willingness  in  this  respect 
can  be  of  but  liule  avail ;  for  while  such  extreme  reluctance 
is  shown  to  granting  a  sufficient  revenue  to  pay  past  ilebts, 
you  must  not  expect  that  any  persons  will  rely  on  promises 
of  future  integrity.  I  believe  your  assembly,  like  all  others 
on  the  continent,  means  well,  and  therefore  I  am  in  hopes 
that  they  will  act  well.  But  before  they  call  on  Hercules 
they  must  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel.  It  is  a  vain 
thing  tQ  suppose  that  wars  can  be  carried  on  by  quibbles 
and  puns,  and  yet  laying  taxes  payable  in  specific  articles 
amounts  to  no  more,  for  with  a  great  sound  they  put  little 
or  nothing  in  the  treasury. 

I  know  of  no  persons  who  want  your  specific  supplies, 
and,  if  they  did,  rely  on  it  that  they  would  rather  contract 
with  an  individual  of  any  State  than  with  any  State  in  the 
Union.  I  have  yet  met  with  no  instance  in  which  the  arti- 
cles taken  in  for  taxes  are  of  the  first  quality,  neither  do  I 
expect  to  meei  with  any;  and  so  little  reliance  can  be 
yoh.  XII.  25 
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placed  on  them,  as  to  punctuality,  thai  )'ou  may  depend 
they  caa  neirer  be  sold  bat  at  a  loss.  This  I  have  expert* 
encfed.  Somebody  or  other  wiU  make  a  good  bargain  out 
of  you,  and  the  best  you  ean  make  is  to  sell  before  the 
expenses  eat  up  tlie  whole.  This  wiU  be  l»uying  expecir 
ence,  and  |>erbaps  it  may  prove  a  cheap  purchase. 

I  am  sony  that  you  are  aboui^  to  quit  your  offiee,  and 
particularly  sorry  for  the  want  of  liealth  which  leads  you  to 
that  determination.  I  bad  hopes  tl)at  your  endeavors  would 
have  brought  things  into  order*  I  shall  expect  to  hear  from 
you  soon  better  tidings. 
Yours,  Sec. 

EGBERT  MQRBIS. 


TO  THE  GOVERNOB  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  14lh,  1782. 

Sir, 

lUr  Merrill  in  a  letter  of  the  aeventh  instaiit  informs  rae, 
that  your  Excellency  requested  him  to  delay  the  publica- 
tion of  reeeipts  Aw  your  State.  I  are  convinced,  Sir,  that 
you  had  good  reasons  for  this  request,  and  wish  it  were  in 
my  power  still  further  to  gratify  your  wishes*  But  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  insisting  on  the  publication  for  the 
following  reasons — 1st,  To  obviate  the  charge  of  partiality, 
if  made  in  one  Stale  and  not  in  others.  2J]y,  To  show  the 
deficiency  of  means  granted  for  cariying  on  tlie  war.  3dly, 
Thereby  to  exonerate  those  who  are  immediately  respon* 
sible.  Andr  4thly,  to  direct  the  public  to  the  real  cause  c^ 
our  calamities. 

Your  Excellency  weU  knows  that  it  is  common  for  re- 
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presentatives  to  aim  at  popularity,  by  lessening  or  procras- 
tinating the  taxes  of  their  constiluents.     It  is  proper,  there« 
fore,  ^htft  ¥be  {leople  rskoukl  leoow  the  situation  to  which 
such  conduct  reduces  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  JAJMXS    liOTSLL   OF    BfASSACHUSSTTS. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  16lh  1782. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  this  day  your  letter  of  the  sixth  instant. 
I  find  the  publications  of  "  wo  receipts"  are  by  no  means 
very  pleasing*  Men  are  less  ashamed  to  do  wrong,  than 
vexed  to  be  told  of  it.  Mr  Merrill  of  Connecticut  delayed 
his  publication  in  consequence  of  a  request  from  the  Gov- 
ernor. This  he  informed  me  of  by  letter,  and  I  enclose  you 
a  copy  of  my  answer.  It  contains  some  of  the  reasons  why 
I  insist  on  such  publications,  and  I  send  them  to  you  be- 
cause I  think  I  t'Mt  at  this  distance  perceive,  that  some  men 
will  desire  to  know  those  reasons  from  you. 

I  know  it  will  be  alleged  ttrttx  from  such  publications  the 
enemy  will  derive  information,  but  I  am  convinced  they 
will  gain  all  the  knowledge  of  that  sort,  which  they  want, 
widiont  ^dor  mewwfmpets }  for  the  collection  of  taxes  is  a 
matter  of  too  great  notoriety  to  be  concealed,  and  tlierefore 
1  have  long  considered  such  arguments  as  mere  excuses  to 
keep  the  people  in  ignorance,  and  deceive  them  uniiler  pre<*> 
text  of  deceiving  their  enemies. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 
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TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

Office  of  Fin«ne«y  June  Slst,  17BS. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  that  several  of  our  ofBcers  have  left  be- 
hind tliem  in  New  York  considerable  sums  of  money  unpaid, 
which  had  been  advanced  to  them  while  they  were  prisoners. 
The  humanity  of  those,  wlio  have  made  such  advances,  as 
well  as  the  principles  of  justice,  requires  that  they  should 
be  repaid.  But  there  is  another  reason  which  has  cons'd- 
erable  weight  on  my  mind.  Th3  establishment  of  a  credit 
among  our  enemies  by  the  punctual  payment  of  such  debts 
will  induce  them  again  to  make  advances,  should  the  chance 
of  war  place  any  of  our  unfortunate  officers  in  a  situation  to 
render  it  necessary.  I  am  therefore  to  request  of  your 
Excellency  (should  you  agree  with  me  in  opinion)  that  you 
would  take  measures  to  cause  tiie  amount  of  those  debts 
to  be  particularly  ascertained,  in  order  that  I  may  devise 
some  means  of  discharging  them  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the 
treasury  will  permit. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   GOVERNOR  OF   RHODE-ISLAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  Jnne  26th,  1782. 

Sir, 
Finding  that  your  State  has  made  advances  of  pay  to 
their  troops,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  your  Excellency, 
that  Congress  included  in  ^  their  estimates,  amounting  to 
eight  millions,  the  sums  necessary  for  paying  the  army  ;  of 
consequence  there  can  be  no  use  in  making  such  payments 
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by  the  several  States.  L  must  also  observe,  Sir,  that  par* 
tial  pnyioents  or  supplies  of  any  kind  have  been  found  by 
experience  to  give  general  dissatisfaction,  and  therefore  the 
determination  to  discontinue  them  has  been  long  since 
adopted. 

Tlie  variety  of  accounts  also  is  dangerous  and  expensive, 
and  therefore  to  be  avoided.  I  might  add  other,  reasons 
why  isuch  payments  by  the  States  cannot  be  admitted 
in  abatement  of  their  respective  quotas.  The  same  rea- 
sons also  operate  against  the  admission  of  charges  for 
supplies  of  any  kind,  or  certificates  thereof  as  deductions 
from  those  quotas.  I  have  written  to  Mr  OIney  on  the 
subject,  the  23d  instant ;  and  am  now  to  pray  your  Excel- 
lency's attention  and  assistance  to  prevent  such  irregularities 
in  future.  The  more  our  operations  are  simplified,  the 
better  will  they  be  understood,  and  the  more  satisfactorily 
will  they  be  conducted.  Congress  have  asked-  for  men 
and  money.  Those  granted,  they  will  ask  for  nothing 
more,  and  I  persuade  myself,  that  if  consistently  with  the 
confederatipn,  they  could  confine  their  requisitions  to  money 
alone,  the  people  at  large  would  derive  relief  from  it,  the 
Legislature  would  act  with  greater  ease,  and  our  resources 
be  applied,  wijtb  greater  vigor. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &^. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   OEOROE   WASHINGTON. 

t 

Office  of  Finance,  Jnne  29th,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  received  your  favors  of  the  8th  and  16th   instant, 
the  former  enclosing  alterations  proposed  in  the  present 
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mode  of  issues,  aiid  the  latter  a  copy  of  your  circular 
letter  to  the  States  of  the  4th  of  May*  I  pray  yoo 
to  accept  my  thanks  for  these  communicatioas.  I  consent 
to  tlie  alterations  mentioneri,  and  shall  t>e  very  hapfiy  that 
harmony  be  restored  ;  for  I  do  assure  you  that  let  the 
cause  of  disputes  be  what  h  may,  I  am  extremely  sorry  to 
find  that  any  exist. 

I  find  that  you  have  misunderstood  that  part  of  my 
letter  wjiich  relates  to  the  complaints  of  the  officers.  My 
design  Tvas  not  to  oppose  any  arrangement  which  might 
contribute  to  their  convenience.  I  only  meant  to  sliow 
that  their  convenience  having  been  consulted  in  the  first 
instafice,  the  mode  had  excited  uneasiness,  and  that  the 
endeavor  to  i^move  that  uneasiness  having  exicited  com- 
plaint and  remonstrance,  the  direct  compliance  with 
the  reasoning  adopted  by  them  wouki  produce  greater 
hardship,  'than  that  wliich  was  complained  of.  Heocd 
follows  the  inference  which  was  on  my  miod,  that  a  spirit 
of  accommodation. alone  could  place  all  parties  at  ibeir 
c^se,  and  I  supposed  that  the  interest  of  the  contractors  on 
one  hand,  and  the  convenience  of  the  army  on  the  other, 
would  produce  that  accommodating  disposition  in  botfa. 
I  am  happy  to  find  that  matters  are  now  m  a  Irain  towards 
tbat  desirable  end,  and  much  lament  that  it  has  not  sooner 
arrived. 

[  shall  close  what  I  have  to  say  on  this  subject,  by 
assuring  you  most  confidentially,  that  I  will  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power  do  justice,  and  bring  relief  to  both  officers 
and  soldiers,  but  as  ibcse  tilings  can  only  be  efTected  by 
exact  method  and  economy,  so  I  must  pursue  that  method 
and  economy,  as  the  only  means  by  which  the  desired 
end  can  be  obtained. 
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WUh  respect  to  the  civil  list,  I  shall  say  hut  one  or  two 
words*  I  know  well  the  coDnaxkxiy  which  ties  together 
all  the  publr&  servants,  and  I  lament  every  comparison, 
which  implies. a  distincLioD  hetweea  them.  The  civillist 
coosista  chiefly  of  persons  whose  salacies  will  not  do  more 
than  find  theai  food  and  clothing.  Many  of  them  com- 
plain, that  with  great  parsimony  they  cannot  obtain  even 
those  necessaries.  The  difference  then  between  them 
and  tlie  army,  supposing  the  latter  to  get  but  four  months* 
pay  out,  of  twelve,  is  that  both  would  be  alike  subsisted, 
afid  the  army  would  have  an  arrearage  of  eight  montlis' 
pay  to  receive  at  a  future  period,  but  the  civil  list  would 
have  to  receive  nothing. 

I  am,  my  Dear  Sir,  Sec. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  let,  1788. 
Sir,. 

I  have  deferred  until  this  moment  my  answer  to  your 
letters  of  the  4th,  9th,  and  30th,  of  March,  in  expectation 
that  I  should  have  heard  from  you  by  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette.  A  ves^l  now  about  to  depart  induces  me  to 
address  you.  I  encfose  an  Act  of  Congress,  by  which  you 
are  empowered  to  adjust  the  public  accounts  with  the 
Court  of  France.  I  wish  this  may  be  done,  and  the 
amount  transmitted  hither,  that  arrangements  rnay  be  taken 
for  aseertaiatag  the  times  and  the  modes  of  payment. 
You  will  at  the  same  time  observe,  that  it  is  determined 
to  appoint  a  commissioner  for  liquidating  and  finally  ad- 
justing the  accounts  of  the  public  servants  of  Congress  in 
Europe. 
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The  Minister  here,  in  a  letter  to  mc  of  the  25th  of 
May  last,  gives  the  following  stale  of  moneys  granted  by 
Fr&nce,  viz. 

'^Tbese  advances  have  been  made  at  the  following  pe- 
riods, and  are  payable  with  interest,  according  to  the  obli- 
gations aiKl  acknowledgements  of  Dr  Franklin. 
"In    1778,  3,000,000 

1779,  1,000,000 

1780,  4,000,000 
1781,.                                                         10,000,000 


Total  18,000,000 
"From  this  sum  must  be  deducted  the 
gratuitous  subsidy  of  last  year,  6,000,000 

Remains  12,000,000 
"To  this  roust  be  added, 
Ist.  The  produce  of  the  loan  in  Holland,  10,000,000 

2dly.  The  loan  made  by  his  Majesty  for    - 
the  current  year,  6,000,000 

"Capital  of  the  debt  due  to  his  Maj- 
esty by  the  United  States,  28,000,000" 

I  think  it  right  to  send  you  this  statement,  on  which  I 
will  make  a  few  observations.  I  could  have  wished  that 
the  whole  of  the  moneys;^  which  the  Court  have  furnished 
us  had  been  wliat  the  greater  part  is,  a  loan.  I  know 
that  the  United  States  will  find  no  difficulty  in  making 
payment,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  give  you  an  assur- 
ance, which  is  not  meant  for  the  Court,. that  I  will  en- 
deavor to  provide  eve^  now  the  means  of  f-epayment,  by 
getting  laws  passed,  lo  take  effect  at  a  future  period,  or 
otherwise,  as  shall  be  most  convenient  and  agreeable  to  all 
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parties,  after  the  amount  is  ascertained  and  the  times  of 
paynlieot  fixed.  I  wish  it  had  all  been  a  loan,  because  I 
do  not  think  the  weight  of 'the  debt  would  be  so  great  as 
th^  weight  of  an  obligation  is  generally  found  to  be,  and 
the  latter  is  of  all  others  what  I  would  least  wish  to  labor 
under,  either  in  a  public  or  private  capacity. .  A  still  further 
reason  with  me  is,  that  there  is  less  pain  in  soliciting  the 
aid  of  a  loan,  when  there  is  no  expectation  that  it  is  to 
be  a  gift. 

Prompted  by  3uch  reasons,  I  could  be  well  content,  thit 
the  advances  made  previously  to  the  year  1778,  were  by 
some  means  or  other  brought  into  this  account.  By  Mr 
Grand's  accounts  is  appears,  that  Messrs  Franklin,  Deane 
and  Lee,  on  the  l^st  of  January,  1777,  paid  him  five  hun- 
dred thousand  livres  ;  on  the  28th  of  April,  other  five  hun- 
dred thousand  livres;  on  the  4th  of  June,  one  million  of 
tivres;  on  the  Sd  of  July,  five  hundred  thousand  livres; 
and  on  the  10th  of  October«  other  five  hundred  thousand 
livres ;  amounting  in  ihe  whole  to  three  millions  of  livres. 
I  suppose,  that  these  sums  were  received  of  private  per- 
sons in  like  manner  with  those  supplies,  which  were  ob- 
tained through  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  aiid  if  so  they  will 
be  payable  in  like  manner  with  those  supplies. 

1  have  in  a  former  letter  estimated  the  yearly  interest  on 
Loan  Office  certrfipates,  payable  in  France  at  two  million 
livres,  consequently  taking  in  the  months  intervening  be- 
tween September  and  Marcii,  the  total  amount  from  Sep- 
tember the  lOlh,  1777,  to  March  the  1st,  1782,  may  be 
stated  at  nine  million  livres ;  which  is  just  one  half  of  the 
supplies  granted  for  (he  years  1778,  1779,  1780,  and 
1781. 

A  resolution  now  before  Congress  will,  I   believe,  direct 
VOL.  xif.  26 
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that  no  tndre  bills  he  drawn  for  (his  instant ;  but  Mr  Grand 
io  bis  letter  of  the  4th  of  March,  tells  me  be  has  paid  six 
roillion  two  hundred  and  thirtynine  thousand  one  hundred 
and  eightysix  iivr^s,  thirteen  sous,  foiir  deniers,  in  sixteeo 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen  bills,  from  the  11th  of 
February,  1779,  to  the  28th  of  January,  1782.  His  ac- 
counts are  now  translating,  and  when  that  is  completed,  I 
shall  transmit  them  to  the  treasury,  and  I  hope  soon  to 
have  the  accounts  of  the  several  loan  officers  in  such  a 
train  of  settlement,  that  all  these  matters  may-  fimriiy  be 
wound  up. 

Shonld  the  Court  grant  six  million  livres  more  for  the 
service  of  the  current  year,  making  twelve  miUion  Irvres  in 
the  wlioie,  which  to  tell  you  the  truth,  1  do  expect,  then 
the  sum  total  in  five  years  will  be  forty  million  livres,  or 
eight  million  annually.  And  when  the  occasion  of  this 
grant  is  considered,  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  and  the 
derangement  of  our  finances,  naturaity  to  be  expected  In 
so  great  a  revolution,  I  cannot  think  this,  sum  is  by  any 
means  very  extraordinary.  I  believe  with  you  most  per- 
fectly in  the  good  dispositions  of  the  Court,  but  I  must  re- 
quest you  to  urge  those  dispositions  into  effect.  ^  I  consider 
the  six  millions  mentioned  to  me  by  the  Minister  here,  and 
afterwards  in  your  letters,  as  being  at  my  disposal.  The 
taxes  come  in  so  slowly,  that  1  have  been  compelled  and 
must  continue  to  draw  bills,  but  I  shall  avoid  it  as  much  as 
possible.  In  my  letters  of  the  23d  and  29th  of  May,  of 
which  I  enclose  copies,  are  contained  my  sentiments  as  to 
M.  de  Beaumarchais'  demand,  indeed,  if  the  sums  paid 
to  him  and  others  for  expenditures  previous  to  the  year 
1778,  and  the  amount  of  the  interest  money,  of  which  the 
principal  was  also  expended  at  that  time,  be  deducted,  the 
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remainiiig  sum  will  be  considerably  less  than  thirty  mil- 
lions. 

I  must  entreat  of  you,  Sir,  that  all  the  stores  may  be 
forwarded  from  Brest  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  shall  hope 
that  the  Court  will  take  measures  to  afford  you  the  neces- 
sary transports,  so  that  they  may  come  under  proper  con- 
voy. As  to  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  it 
is  true,  that  some  of  it  has  arrived  here  from  neutral  ports, 
but  it  is  equally  true  that  money  was  necessary  to  purchase 
it,  and  that  money  is  quite  as  scarce  as  any  olher  article. 
If,  however,  all  the  cargo  of  that  ship  was  like  some  which 
I  procured,  the  taking  of  her  has  been  no  great  loss,  for 
the  clothing  was  too .  small  to  go  on  men's  backs.  The 
goods  from  Holland  we  still  most  anxiously  expect.  Would 
to  God  tliat  they  never  had  been  purchUsed.  Mr  Gillon, 
however,  is  at  length  arrived,  and  I  hope  we  shall  have 
those  matters,  in  which  he 'was  concerned,  brought  to 
some  kind  of  settlement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &lc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  J^ly  2d,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  June, 

and  am  very  happy  to  find  that  you  have  determined  to 

accept  the  office  I  had  the  pleasure  of  offering  to  you.*     I 

enclose  the  commission,  instructions,  he.  together  with  a 

bond  for  performance  of  the  duties,  which  I  must  request 

*  Receiver  of  the  Continental  taxes  for  the  State  of  New  York. 
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you  to  fill  up  and  execute,  with  some  sufficient  surety,  ami 
transmit. 

The  complaint  you  make  of  the  system  of  ta3cauon  in 
New  York,  might,  I  believe,  very  justly  be  extended  ;  for 
though  it  may  be  more  defective  in  some  ihm  in  others,  it 
is,  I  fear,  very  far  from  perfect  in  any.  1  had .  already 
heard,  that  no  part  of  the  taxes  were  appropriated  to  Con- 
tinental purposes,  but  I  expect  that  the  Legislature  will, 
when  they  meet,  make  such  appropriation,  ^s  well  as  lay 
new,  and  1  hope  productive  taxes,  for  the. purposes  of  pay- 
ing what  may  remain  of  their  quota. 

(t  gives  me  a  singular  pleasure  to  find,  that  you  have 
yourself  pointed  out  one  of  tiie  principal  objects  of  your 
appointment.  You  will  find  that  it  is  specified  in  the  enclo- 
sure of  the  1 5th  'of  April.  I  do  not  conceive  that  any  in- 
terview will  be  necessary,  though  1  shall  always  be  bappy 
to  see  you,  when  your  leisute  and  convenience  will  admit. 
In  the  meantime,  1  must  request  you  to  exert  your  talents 
in  forwarding  with  your  Legislature  the  views  of  Congress. 
Your  former  situation  in  the  army,  the  present  situation  of 
that  very  army,  your  connexions  in  the  Slate,  your  perfect 
knowledge  of  men  and  measures,  and  the  abilities  which 
Heaven  has  blest  you  with,  will  give  you  a  fine  opportunity 
to  forward  the  public  service,  by  convincing  all  who  have 
claims  on  the  justice  of  Congress,  that  those  claims  exist 
only  by  that  hard  necessUy,  which  arises  from  the  negli- 
gence of  the  Stales.  When  to  (his  you  shall  superadd  the" 
conviction,  that  what  remains  of  the  war,  being  only  a  war 
of  finance,  solid  arrangements  of  finance  must  necessarily 
terminate  favorably,  not  only  to  our  hopes  but  even  to  our 
wishes,  then,  Sir,  the  government  will  be  disposed  to  lay, 
and  the  people  to  bear  these,  burdens,  which  are  neces* 
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sary,  and  iben  the  utility  of  your  office  and  of  the  officer 

^ill  be  as  manifest  to  others  as  at  present  to  me. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &;c« 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    M.    JOLIE    DE    FLEURT. 

Office  of  FiaazLM,  July  5tb,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  hav^  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  in  February  last.  It  gives  me  very  particular  plea- 
sure to  6nd  that  my  operations  are  approved  by  a  gentle- 
man whose  talents  and  situation  conspire  together  in  giving 
the  means  and  the  power  of  forming  a  proper  judgment. 
I  receive,  Sir,  with  so  much  greater  satisfaction  your  pro- 
mise*to  concur  in  promoting  the  success  of  my  nieasures, 
as  I  persuade  tnyself  that  a  true  Frenchman  must  deeply 
interest  himself  in  the  present  American  Revolution. 

The  indissoluble  bands  which  unite  our  sovereigns,  liave 
connected  the  succjess  of  that  revolution  with  the  glory  of 
the  King,  and  the  interests  of  his  subjects.  Being  therefore 
alike  prompted  by  that  animated  zeal  and  attachment  to 
your  prince  which  forms  a  beautiful  trait  in  the  French 
character,  and  by  your  own  benevolence,  you  cannot  but 
pursue  the  road  which  leads  to  the  establishment  of  our 
independence.  It  is  by  these  motives,  Sir,  that  you  are 
assured  of  my  confidence.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  lay 
before  you  my  arrangements,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  com- 
pleted, in  order  that  you  may  possess  the  views  of  my  ad- 
ministration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  esteem  and  respect, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO  MR   OBAN,D. 

« 

Ofllce  of  Finance,  3tly  5tli,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  several  favors  of  the  2d  of  February 
and  4th  of  March  last,  together  with  the  accounts  accom- 
panying the  latter.  I  am  sorry  to  find  the  funds  we  have 
in  Europe  are  so  deeply  atiticipated.  This  circumstance 
introduces  a  degree  of  hesitancy  and  doubtfulness  into  my 
measures,  which  is  alike  disagreeable  and  pernicious.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  all  the  old  accounts  will  soon  be 
wound  up  and  finally  closed ;  and  then  in  future  I  shall 
possess  a  full  view  of  what  is  in  my  power.  With  respect 
to  any  arrangements  with  the  Court  of  Spain,  I  incline  to 
think  that  they  will  be  necessary,  for  I  persifade  myself 
that  money  negotiations  through  Havana  might  be  per- 
formed to  equal,  if  not  greater  advantage,  by  private  chan- 
nels. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  &Ca 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MARYLAND. 

Office  of  FinwMje,  July  9th,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  not  been  until  this  moment  favored  with  your  let- 
ter  in  Counoil  of  the  5th.  I  pray  that  you  will  accept  and 
present  to  the  Council  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  atten- 
tion to  the  public  service.  Your  offer  to  pay  for  the  trans- 
portation of  clothing  to  the  southern  army,  gives  me  an 
additional  reason  to  believe  that  a  sense  of  the  public  dis- 
tresses will  always  operate  a  desire  to  relieve  them.     To 
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go  into  detail  of  those  distresses,  is  at  all  tiroes  dangerous, 
and  indeed  it  would  be  impracticahie,  for  they  are  so  mi- 
meroos  that  all  my  time  would  be  insufficient  for  tt^  pur- 
pose. The  puUications  made  bj  the  receivers  in  the 
several  States,  wiH  however  carry  a  conviction  of  thoni,  to 
every  man  of  sense  and  reflection. 

It  is  my  constant  endeavor  to  administer  the  little  aid 
which  is  afforded  to  the  best  advantage;  and  I  am  in 
hooriy  apprehensions  from  the  <dilatQriness  which  has  been 
shown  by  almost  all  the  Slates,  in  granting  the  supplies 
reqaned  by  Comgress.  No  proposition  can  be  clearer 
thsfn  this,  that  the  sahration  of  our  country  must  depend 
upon  such  grants ;  and  it  will  be  a  matter  of  wonder  for 
future  genierations,  how  a  people  who  once  showed  such 
enthusiakic  ardor,  should  at  the  moment  when  it  <is  within 
their  grasp,  put  everything  to  the  hazard,  by  omitting  to 
make  the  little  iexe4*tidn  that  remains.  Yet  such  is  the 
fact. 

I  shall  rely  on  receiving  considerable  supplies  of  money 
from  Maryland  in  the  course  of  the  present  month ;  and 
shall,  in  conseqiienoe,  mate  engagenieots  for  transporting 
the  clothing  and  stores  to  the  southern  army,  and  for  other 
services  equally  pressing  and  essential.  That  you  will  be 
obliged  to  sell  the  property  of  the  State,  at  less  than  you 
suppose  it  to  be  worth,  I  had  long  foreseen,  and  am 
thoroughly  convinced  of.  That  is  one  among  tlie  very 
many  objections  against  raising  specific  taxes ;  but  you  may 
depend  that  the  longer  they  ai^  kept  on  handy  the  greater 
will  be  the  loss.  The  people  must  be  undeceived,  and  the 
sales  of  such  property  will  have  a  tendency  to  produce  that 
effect.  They  wiU  ai  length,  I  hope«  open  their  eyes,  and 
be  convinced  of  a  truth  which  all  history  and  experience 
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bear  witness  to,  namely,  that  the  true  art  of  governing  is 
to  simplify  the  operations  of  government. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  before  1  close  this  letter,  to  press  upon 
your  consideration  the  state  of  public  affairs.  Every  ope- 
ration 'is,  at  present,  supported  by  credit,  and  that  credit 
has  long  hung  but  by  a  thread.  Unless  the  States  give 
speedy  and  effectual  aid,  that  thread  must  break.  It  would 
long  since  have  broken,  and  scenes  of  military  pillage,  waste, 
murmuring,  extravagaqpe  and  confusion  would  again  have 
been  opened,  if  I  had  not  for  some  time  declined  all  expen- 
diture, except  what  was  necessary  merely  to  feed  the  army. 
If,  under  such  circumstances,  the  enemy  has  made  offensive 
operations,  you  may  easily  guess  the  oonaequences.  Your 
State  will;  I  hope,  contribute  amply  to  provide  against 
them.  Should  anything  happen,  the  fault  will  not  lie  at 
the  door  of  Congress  or  of  tlieir  servants. 
With  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  inc.  - 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   JAMES    liOVELL   OF    MASSACHUSETTS.- 

Office  of  Finance,  J11I7  KHh,  1782. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  favors  of  the  24th  and  27th  of 
June.  The  conduct  of  the  States  is  very  alarming,  and 
has  given,  me  much  serious  apprehension.  A  want  of 
knowledge  or  of  zeal  among  those  who  eoippbse  the  seve- 
raVjLegislatures,  produces  misfortunes  which  their  constitu- 
ents must  feel,  although  they  do  not  themselves  appear  to 
be  aware  of  them.  Had  permanent  funds  been  establish- 
ed on  which  to  borrow  money,'  in  all  human  probability 
our  credit  would  have  been  sutb,  as  that  a  considerable 
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part  of  every  gear's  expendrture  might  have  been  obtamed 
in  thai  way.  The  advantages  of  such  a  measure  are  self 
evident;  If  we  suppose  the  states  at  war  possessed  of 
equal  force  and  resources,  the  one  of  ihem  enjoying  credit, 
which  (be  other  wants,  the  efforts  wonid  be  so  unequal, 
that  the  nation  in  credit  migin  compel  her  antagonist  to  ask 
peace  in  a  very'  short  -period. 

In  America  we  have  disdained  to  profit' by  experience, 
and  therefore  are  reduced  to  the  sad  necessity  of  bearing 
the  whole  burden  of  the  war  at  the  present  moment,  when 
least  able  to  bear  it.  Still,  however,  I  had  hoped,  by  mak- 
ing anticipations  on  the  taxes,  to  lay  a  foundation  for  more 
extensive  credit ;  and  at  length  to  recover  that  useful  con- 
fidence, which  has  been  too  carelessly  squandered  away. 
Btit  in  fixing  the  first  stone  of  this  useful  edifice,  I  am  dis- 
appointed by  finding  that  after  taxes  are  laid,  and  in 
the  moment  when  I  expect  to  feel  the  benefits,  the  col- 
lection is  postponed  unto  a  future  day.  I  shall  not 
dwe]l  longer  on  this  disagreeable  topic.  1  deeply  feel 
and  sincerely  lament  the  consequences,  which  you  may 
rely  on  it  arc  far  more  pernicious  even  in  the  article 
of  expense  than  any  person  is  aware  of;  besides  other 
things  which  are  (if  equal,  and  may  perhaps,  be  of 
greater  importance. 

I  find  by  examining  the  stims  \  have  drawn  on  you 
for,  that  >ou  can  find  no  great  diflSculty  in  making  the 
payments  by  sales  of  the  bills.  I  would  advise  you,  im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  this,  in  employ  a  good  broker 
to  sell  all  the  bills  you'have,  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  between 
you,  leaving  it  Ofnioiial  in  the  p«rly,  to  pay  either  specie, 
bank  notes,  or  my  notes,  and  give  from  a  week  to  a  fort- 
night ci*edit  to  good  hands.  The  price  will,  f  suppose,  be 
vol.  XII.  27 
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high  if  sold  in  this  tnaQner,  and  you  witt  doubtieos  ohtm  a 
preference  in  the  sales  over  others.  When  you.  open  ibis 
business  it  nuist  be  transacted,  speedily  by  letting  your  hro* 
ker  make  the «ales,  and  take  the, pronoisory  notes iro^ike 
parlies.  The  effects  of  this  plan  tvill  be -as  folioiia  ;  peo- 
ple knowing  that  the  notes  are  at  a  discount^  will  readily, 
I  suppose,  make  purchases  on  sticb  conditiom  ^  and  if  they 
doy  you  will  thereby  raise  them  to  par,  and  conYmaod  a 
considerable  sqm  in  ^ecie,  for  I  know  there  are  very  few 
now  in  your  country,  and  there/ore  when  they  come^  to  be 
bought  up  and  looked  for,  their  value  will  rise  ;  and  I  pre- 
sume that  taxation  will  then  come  in  to  lud  their  farther  cir- 
culation. 

1  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect,  &ic* 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    GOVBWI^IOB    OF    MAR7JUAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  3uij  ja9th,  1782. 

Sir,  • 
I  haV'e  now  before  ^ne  your  two  fiivorai  of  tlie  i.Sdi 
instant.  Ygu  will  find,  my  ansivers  as  w.Q)i  in  a .  IbrrBer 
leti#r,  as  in  tljie  eiwlo^^  cir^kr.  Fqi*  wlut^  Demiqf  I 
must  only  declare  to  you  my  regi*et  at  finding  your  pros- 
pects so  g](/omy.  The  idea  that  taxes  qannot  be  raised 
because  of  the  want^pf  specie,  is  very  general,  indeed  it  is 
almost  universal,  and  yet  nothing  can  be  more  iU-fouoded. 
If  the  people  be  put  in  the  necessity  of  procurj^ig  specie, 
they  will  procure  it.  They  can  if  they  wiJL  Tobacco 
may  not  sell  at  one  moment,  grain  at  another,  or  catile  at 
a, third  ^  but  there  are  some  ^articles  such  as.  Jiorscifs  9^'h\^^^ 
V¥ill>ell  at  all  times.     The  mischief  is,  thaf  when  a*  pur- 


eba^c  offers,  tlie  party  iiot  .beiog  midor  «  necessity  of 
stiling^  insists  oa  a  higher,  price  thai)  tlietotbev  eon  afibrd 
to  vgive.  Thus  -the  commerce  ia.turni^d  away  to  another 
qtiarter,  Nothjegbut  the  necessity  of  getting  money  will 
bring  men  in  generalto  lower  their  prices.  .When  this  is 
done  purciia«ers  mii,  offer  in  abundance,  and  thus  it^  will 
be  found,  tbsl  the  tax  instead  of  lessening  will  increase 
the  quaatiiy  of  specie.  But  so  long  as  the  want  of  it  can 
be  pleaded  successfully  agamst  iaxefl,  so  long  that  waut  will 
contioueu  .  And  then  ^U  that  remains  to  consider  is^ 
whetlier  the  ^tmy  can.  be  a^aintained  by  i^uch  a  plf  a.  The 
Statesi  Sif,^i]|ust  give  money,  or  the  army  must  disbai^d* 
J  have  the  honor  to  bo,  &oc. 

^    ROBERT  iMORRiS. 


TO   TH»   PaSSWfVT    09   C0I7QRSSS. 

<  * 

Office  of  Pittance,  July  99th,  1788. 

Sir, 

The  refereiioe  which  Confess  were  pleased  Iq  make  of 
a  remoostraniQe  and  petition  from  Blair  Mo  Ctenaghan 
and  others^  has  induced. me  tq  pre^y.  their  .indulgence  while 
1  go  someiwhlLt  at  ilargej  into  the  j»ubjeot  of  that  renaon- 
strance. 

The  proprie.(y  and  utility  of  .^blic  loans  have  been  sui)- 
jects  of  mucj)  controversy*  Those,  wlip  find  themselves 
.saddled  with  thQ  del)ts  of  la  pre<>eding  generation,,  nat- 
erslly  exclaim  against  loans;  and  it  tngst  be  confessed, 
that  m^en  such  dehta  a.re  ac^unuilated  by  negligence^  folly 
or  profusipni}  tiie  cocnpkunt  is  well.iounded.  But,  it  would 
bQ  /sqiiaUy  so  aga«)st  (axes^  wbeh  wasted  .in  the  ^ame  w^y. 
The  difference: is»4hat,  the  vveigbt  of  tunes  ^oing  »Qore,sea- 
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sfble,  the  waste  occasions  greaicer  ckunpr^  dnd  is  dierefore 
more  speedily  remedied  But  ii  will  appear,  that  tbe 
eventual  evils,  which  posierity  must  sostaifi  from  heavy 
taxes  are  greater  than  from  loans.  Hence  may.  be  oe* 
duced  this  conclusion,  thai  in  governments  liable  to  a 
vicious  admintstratton,  it  would  bebetter  to  raise  tlie  cur- 
rent expense  by  taxes ;  but  where  aiThonest  and .  wise 
appropriation  of  money  prevails,'  it  ishighly.  advantageous 
to  take  the  benefit  of  loans.  Taxation  to  a  certam  point, 
is  not  only  prosier  but  useful,  .becaoKe  by  sikiujlating  the 
industry  o(  individuals,  it  increases  the  weattbof  the  com- 
munity. But  when  taxes  go  so  far  aa  to  entrench  on  the 
subsistence  x>t  the  people,  they  have  bedome  burdensome 
and^  oppressive.  The  expenditure  of  money  ought  in 
such  case  to  be,  if  possible^  avoided ;  if  unavoidable,  it 
will  be  most  wis&  to  have  recourse  lo  loans. 

Loans  n^ay  be  of  twb  kinds,  ^ther  doinesric  or  foreign. 
Tbe  relative,  ad  vantages  and  4tsad  vantages  of  each,  as  well 
as  those  which  are  common  to  both,  will  deserve  attention. 
Reasonings  of  this*  kind,  as  they  depand  on  rules  of  arith- 
metic, are  best  understood  by  nunserieal  positions.  For 
the  purposes  of  elucidation,  therefore,  it  may  be  supposed 
that  the  annual  tax  of  any  particular  husbaodman  were 
fifteen  pounds,  so  that  (the  whole  being  regularly  consumed 
in  payment  of  taxes)  he  would  be  no  richer  t^t  tbe  end  of 
the  war,  tlian  he  was  dt  the  begitming.  It  is  at  the  same 
time  notorious,  that  the  profits  made  by  husbandmen,  on 
funds  which  they  borrowed  were  very,  considerable.  In 
many  instanees  their  pt^amations,  as  well  as  the  cattle-  and 
family  utensils,  have  been  pui*ehased  on  credit,  and  the 
bonds  given  for  both  Intve  shprtly  been  paid  by  sates  of 
produce.  It  is,^  therefore,  no  exaggeration  to  state  the 
profits  at  twelve  per  cent.    The  enormous  usury,  which 
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peofde  m  trade  bave  been  iaducfed  to  payy  and  wliieh  will 
prcseotty  be  noticed,  diemoastrates  ibat  tiie  profits  made 
by  the  other  professions^  are  equal  to  those  of  the  bus- 
band-man. 

The  iostaDce,  therefore,  taken,  from  that  Which  ia 
the  most  ntimerous. class  of  qitissens,  will  form  no  im- 
proper standard  for  the  whole.     Let  it  then  be  farther 
supposed  in   the  ease  already  stated,  that  the  party 
should  annually,  borrow  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  at  six 
per  cent,  to  pay  pari  of  the  tax  of  fifteen  pounds.     On 
this  ,8um  then  he  wookl  make  a  profit  of  twentyfour 
iriiiUtngiB,  and  have  to'pay  an  interest  of  twelve  shil- 
lings.    The  enclosed  caleulation  will  show,  that  in  ten 
yecrs  he  woiild  be  indebted  one  hundred  pounds,   bat 
his  aiiditional  imprpvements  wcnild  be  worth  near  one 
hundred  and  fifty >  ahd  his  net  revenue  be  incrbased 
near  twelve,  after  deducting  the  interest  of  his  debt. 
Whereas  if  lie  had  not  borrowed,  his  revenue,  as  has 
been    already   observed,    would   have    continued  the 
same.     This  mode  of  reasoning  might  be  pursued  far- 
ttier,  but  what  has  been  said  is  sufficient  to  show,  that 
he  would  have  made  a  considerable  advantage  from 
the  yearly  Ioan«     If  it  be  sup^sed,  that  every  person 
in  the  comnyumty -made  such  a  loan,  a  similar  advan- 
tage would  arise  to  the  community.     And  lastly,  if  it 
be  supposed,  that  the  govern mcnt  were  to  make  a  loan 
and  ask  so  much  less  in  taxes^  the  same  advantage 
would  be  depivedr    -ilence,  also,  may  be  deduced  this 
position^  that  in  a  soqiety  where  the  average  profits  of 
stock  are  double  the  interest  at  wh4ch   money   can   be 
obtained,  every  public  loan  for  necessary  expenditures, 
provides  a  fund  in  the  aggregate  of  national  wealth 
equal  to  the  discbarge  of  its  own  interest. 
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We»»  it  possible  that  >.  society,  should  exist,  ia 
xi^bieh  e?/ery  member  would jof  his.owji  aecord  iadiis«> 
triously  pursue  the  increase  of  imtionsl  properly, 
without  waste  or  extravagance,  the  public  wealth 
would  be  impaired  by  erery  speMstes  of  ImbvIioo*  But 
there  nevei^  \VaS|  and  UAleas-  hunkao .  nature  ahoiiM 
ehaiige,  there  never  will  h6  such  a  society.  In  an j 
given  number  of  met^^  tliero  t^ways  will  he^soote  jwhe 
are  idle,  aad  some  who  arei  exiravagatit.  In  ey^y 
society  also  there  mast^be  some  taaes,  hecaQse  tke  ach 
eessity  of  suppoKiog  go^ernqbeoii  aod  dieftndiog  the 
State  always  exists. '  Ta  c(p  these  oA  Ihe  ^eskpest 
terms  is  wise^  and.  when  it  is-  cOoaidered  .H^w  B»ioh 
QSpOn  are  disposed  to  indoltoea.and  proAnion  it  will 
appeary  that  evea  ifthiiMe  demaodt  did:  not  require  the 
whole  of  what  could  be  raised^  dtili  it  WokiM  be  :wise 
to  carry  taxatioii  to>a  eertqjoi  anuHHAt^  and  exprnd  what 
should  remain  aftetf  providing  fo#  the  suppotrt  .of  gov- 
ernment and  the  4iatiaaial  defenee,  in  works  of  pubUc 
utilityy  sdcb  aK  tb»- opening  of  roads  and  navigaii0B. 
For  tAXC»  operate  tfrx>  w^ys  towards  the  increase  of 
national  wealtb.  .Flrat»  4hcy  stimlilate  roduBtry  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  payflneot.  Secondlyi'  they  encour- 
age leconomy^  so  far  ais  to  aivoid  the  puffohaae  of  unne- 
cessary things^  and  keep  money  io*  pjaadineas  for  the 
tax  gatherers*  Ksperk»Me  stowa^  that  thosaeKortioas 
^f  ioidustry  and  economy  grow  by  degrees. into  habit. 
But  in  ovder  that  taxation  may  have  these f$oatf  efieclSy 
ihe  sum  which  every  mati  is  bo  pay  and  tbe*  poriodr  of 
payntent^  sbopuld  be.  eertain  and  unavoidable. 
'  .This  digresaioii  opei^s  iha  ti^ay  to  a.  jcojknpa^id^ 
betweeo  foreign  and  domfisjUc  •  Joaqst     If  tbe-  toan  be 
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d«mes(ic,  money  tmisl  vbe  4ivier(ed  fhnn   those  chw^ 
nels  in  which  it  would  otherwise  Ivave  flowed ;  and, 
therefore,  either  the  pubUe  must  gire  betiier  terms 
tifeaii  iBdividuala,  or  there  must  be  money  encfugh  to 
soipfdy*  the  wants  of  both.     In  the  latter  ease,  if  the 
public  did  notbeiTOwv  the  quantity  of  money  would 
exceed  the  demand,  ai>d  the  interest  wou^Id  be  lowered  ; 
borrowing  by  the  ptrblio,  therefore,  would  keep  up  the 
raAe  of  interest ;  which  brings  the  latter  casie  within' the 
reason  of  the  former;  '  If  the  pablic  out  bid   individn- 
ak,^ those   iodiv^duats   »re  deprived  of  the  means  of 
extending  their  industry  ;  so  that  no  case  of  a  domestic 
loan  can  well  be  supposed  where  some  piublie  loss  will 
not  arise  to   couoterb^lafice    the  public  gain,  except 
where  the  creditor  spares  from  his  consumption  to  lend 
to  the  government,  which  operates  a  national  economy. 
It  is^  however,  an  advantage  peculiar  to  domestic  loans, 
tfaajt  they  give  stability  to  ^vernmeitt,  by  combining 
together  the  interests  of  the  nM^ied   men  for  its  sup- 
port ;  atxd,  consequently,  in  this  country  a  domestic 
debt    wouid  greatly  contribute  to  that  union,  which 
seems  not  to  have   been   sufficiently  attended   to    or 
provided  for  i^n  forming  the  national   compact.     Do- 
mestie  loans  are  aMo  useful,^rom  the  farther  consider- 
astibn,  that  as  taxesfall  heavy  on  the  lower  orders  of 
the  eonamiKnity,  tbe  relief  obtained  for  them   by  such 
loans  more  than  ooonterbalan.oes  the  loss  sustaitied  by 
ihc&e  who  uioiikl  have  borrowed  money  to  extend  their 
commerce  or  tillage.     Neither  is  it  a  refinement  to 
observe,  that  since  a  plenty  of  nrtoney  and  consequent 
ease  of  obtaining  it,  induee  men  to  engage  hi   specula- 
tions, which  are  t)ften  unprofitable,  the  check  which 
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these  reeeive  iaiA>t  injurious,  while  the  relief  obtained 
by  th^  poor  is  highly  beoefkJal. 

By  making  foreign  loansy  the  eMimunity,  as  such, 
receive  the  same  extensive  benefits,  .Which  one  indi- 
vidual does  in  borrowing  of  another.  This  country 
was  always  ki  the  practiee  of  making  such  loans.  The 
merchants  in  Surope  trusted  those  in  A«ierica.  The 
American  merchants  trusted  the  country  8tore*keepers, 
and  they  the  people  at  large.  This  advance  of  credit 
may  be  stated  at  not  less  than  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. And  the  want  of  thai  credit  now  is  one  princi- 
pal reason  of  those  usurious  contracts  mentioned  above. 
These 'have  been  cheeked  by.  the  institution,  of  the 
bank)  but  the  funds  of  that  corporation  not  permitting 
those  extensive  advances,  which  4he  views  of  different 
people  require,  th<s  price  givien  for  particular  accom- 
modations of  money  continues  to  he  enormous ;  and 
that  again  shows,  thai  to  make  domestic  loans  would 
be  difficult,  if  not  im practicable.  The  merchants  not 
having  now  that  extensive  credit  in  Europe,  which 
they  formerly  had,  the  obtaining  such  credit  by  •gov- 
ernment becomes  in  soD)e  sort  necessary. 

But  there  remains  an  objection  with  many  against 
foreign  loans,  which  (though  it  arises  from  a  superfi- 
•  i;ial  view  of  the  subject)  has  no  little  influence.  This 
is,  that,  the  interest  will  form  a  belatice  of  trade  against 
us,  and  drain  the  country  of  specie;  which  is  only  say- 
ing in  pthisr  words,  that  it  w«oold  be  more  convenient 
to  receive  money  as  a. present,  than  as  a  loan ;  for  the 
advantages  derived  by  the  loan  exist,  notwithstandtng 
the  payment  of  interest.  To  show  this  more  clearly, 
a  ease,  may    \f^  ftated,  whioh  in   this  city  is  Tery 


ftrailiiti^i  Ail  KUnd  m  the  0daware  overflowed  at 
Mf^  Wattif  Ms  for  a  givcin  sum,  suppose  a  thothsand 
pcftitAs^  befen  banked  in,  drained;  and  made  to  pro- 
Aifci,  by  ihe  hay  sold  from  it  at  PhiladeJjihia,  a  coti- 
^idef^ble  l!um  s^nntrsilly ;  for  instance,  two  hutdrad 
poutids.  If  the  owner  of  sach  an  Island  had  borrowed 
in  Philadielpbia  the  thoasand  pounds  to  improve  it, 
and  giv^h  six  per  cent  interest,  he  wonld  have  gained 
a  net  i^vehufe  ofonre  hundred  and  forty  pounds.  This 
c^rtalhly  Wouid  not  be  a  balance  of  trade  against  bid 
Ishtnd,  nor  the  draining  it  of  specie.  He  would  gain 
ebtosidenibly,  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia  also  Would 
gain,  by  bringing  to  market  an  increased  quantity  of  a 
n^eefesary  article. 

In  Mt^  kha!nner  itibhey  lent  by  the  city  of  Amsterdam  to 
d<^ar  tbe  forests  of  America  woitld  be  beneficial  to  both. 
'Draining  marches  and  bringing  forests  under  bulture,  islre 
b^nefiti^l  to  the  whole  human  race,  but  most  to  the  pro- 
prietdh  But  at  any  ^iote,  in  a  country  and  in  a  situation 
fike  ittstSf  to  lighten  the  weight  of  present  burdens  most  be 
good  po&Cf  by  loan^.  Foi*  as  the  governments  acqurre 
mote  sttfbility,  and  the  people  mote  wealth,  the  former  will 
be  ^bte  to  raise,  and  the  latter  to  pay,  ranch  greater  sums 
tbta  Can  at  present  be  expected. 

'What  has  been  said  on  the  general  nature  and  benefit  of 
public  loans,  as  Well  as  tbeir  particular  utility  to  this  coun- 
try, contains  more  of  detail  than  is  necessary  for  the  United 
Stateis  in  Congress,  thotrgh  perhaps  not  enough  for  many 
6[  thd^e  tb  whdsb  considerhtidb  this  subject  must  be  sub- 
mitted, it  may  seem  ^upet-fluous  to  add,  that  credit  is 
neeeSrittry  to  the  obtaining  of  loans.  &Ut  among  the  maiiy 
extraordmary  conceptions  Which  hav^rbeen  produced  dur- 
roL.  XII.  28 
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iog  the  present  revolution,  it  is  neither  the  least  .pferalf^t 
nor  the  least  {pernicious,  that  foreigners  will  trust  us  with 
millions,  while  our  own  cil^eus  will  not.  trust  us  with  a 
shilling.  Such  on  opinion  must  be  unfounded, -and  will 
appjear  to  be  false  at  the  first  glance;  yet  men  are, ^ on 
some  occasions,  so  willing  to  deceive  tbemsehws^  that  the 
most  flattering  expeqtations  will  be  fprroed  from  the  ac- 
k;iowIedgement  of  American  independence  by  the  States- 
General.  .  But  surely  no  reasonable  hope  can  be  raised  on 
that  circumstance,  unless  something  mqre  be  done  by  our- 
selves.'' The  loans  made  to  us  hitherto^  have  either  been 
by  the  Court  of  FraQce,  or  on  th^ir  credit.  The  goremr 
ment  of  the  United  Netherlands  are  so  far  from,  being  able 
to  lend,  that  they  must  borrow  for  themselves.  The  most, 
therefore,  that  can.  be  9sked  from  them,  is  tp  becomerse- 
curity  for  America  to  their  own  subjects;  hut  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  they  will  do  this,  until  they  are,  assured  and 
convinced  that  we  will  punctually  pay.  This  foUows  ne- 
cessarily from  the  nature  of  thek  government,  and  must  he 
clearly  seen,  by  the  several  States  as  well  as  by  Congress, 
if  they  only  consider  what  conduct  they  would  pursue; on  a 
similar  occasion.  .  Certainly  Congress  would  not  put  them- 
selves in  a  situation,  which .  might  obHge  them  to  call  on 
the  several  States  for  money  to  pay  the. debts  of  a/oreign 
power.  Since  tl^en  no  aid  is  to  be  looked  for  from  the 
Dutch  governnxent,. without  giving  them  sufficient  evidence 
of  a  disposition  and  ability  to  pay  both  principal  and  in- 
terest of  what  we  borrow ;  and  since  the  same  evidenee 
which  would  convince  the  ^vernment  must  convince  the 
individuals  that  compose  H,  asking  the  aid  of  government 
must  either  be  unnecessary  or  inefiectual.  Ine^ctual  be- 
fore the  measqres '  are  taken  to  establish  our  credit,  and 
unnecessary  afterwards. 
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Wie  are,  therefore,  brought  back  to  the  necessity  of 
establishing  public  credit ;  and  this  must  be  clone  at  home 
before' it  can  be  extended  abroad.  The  only  question 
which  can  'Remain,  is  with  respect  to  the  means.  And 
here  it  must  1)6  remembered,  that  a  free  government  whose 
natural  o&pring  is  public  credit,  cannot  have  sustained  a 
loss  of  that  credit,  unless  from  particular  causes,  and  there- 
fore those  causes  must  be  investigated  and  removed,  before 
the  effects  will  cease.  When  the  continental  money  was 
issiled,  a  greater  confidence  was  shovVn  by  America  than 
any  other  people  ever  exhibited.  The  general  promise  of 
a  body  not  formed  into,  nbr  claiming  to  be  a  government, 
was  accepted  as  current  coin ;  and  it  was  not.  until  long 
after  an  excess  of  quantity  bad  forced  on  depreciation,  that 
the  validity  of  these  promises  was  questioned.  Even  then 
the  public  credit  still  existed  in  a  degree,  nor  was  it  finally 
lost  until  Marcli,  1780,  when  an  idea  v^as  entertained  that 
government  had  committed  injustice.  It  is  useless  to  enter 
into  the  reasons  for  and  againstnhe  resolutions  of  that  pe- 
riod.  '  They  were  adopted,  and  are  now  to  be  considered 
only  in  relation  t6  their  effects.  These  will  not  be  altered 
by  saying  that  the  resolution^  were  misunderstood,  for  in 
those  things  which  depend  on  public  opinion,  it  is  no  mat- 
ter, (so  far  as  cdrisequences  are  concerned,)  how  that  opin- 
ion is  influenced.  Under  present  circumstances,  therefore, 
it  may  be  considered  as  an  incontrovertible  proposition, 
that  all  paper  money  ought '  to  be  absorbed  by  taxation,  or 
otherwise,  and  destroyed  before  we  can  expect  our  public 
credit  to  be  fully  reestablished ;  for  so  long  as  there  be 
any  in  existence,  the  holder  will  view  it  as  a  monument  of 
national  perfidy. 

But  this  alone  would  be  taking  only  a  small  step  in  the 
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importaol  business  of  establisiiiDg  natioQal  credit.  There 
are  a  great  mapy  iadividu^lsi  iq  tbe  United  Stat^s^  whQ 
tru3t.9d.  the  public  ia  the  hour  of  distress,  and  who  arci  iov- 
pov^rishi^d,  and  evQn  ruined  by  the  confidence  they  re- 
posed* There  are  others,  whose  property  has  been 
wrested  from  them  by  force  to  support  the  war^  9pd  to 
vvbonEi  eerlificates  have  b^ep  given  in  lieu  of  it,  wjucb  are 
entirely  useless.  I  need  no  inspiration  to  show  that  jus- 
tice establishes  a  nation. .  Neitber  are  tbq  prinqif^es  of 
religion  necessary  to  evince  that  political  ipjuj^tice  will  re- 
ceive political  chastisement.  Religious  men,  will  cheij$h 
these  Qiasdcns  in  jproportipn  to  tbe  additional,  fprqe  tbey  de- 
rive fropo  divine  revelation.  But  our  own  experience  will 
sjbow,  that  from  a  defect  of  justice  tlu^  nation  is  not  estab- 
lisbedf  and  that  her  want  of  honesty  is  severelj;  punished 
by  her  want  of  credit.  To  this  want  of  credit  nui5$  be  at- 
tributed the  weight  of  taxation  for  tb^  sMppor^t  c>f  tbe  'wi«> 
and  tbe  coatinuanee  of  that  weigbjt  by  the  continuance  of 
the  war. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  the  greatest  propriety,,  your  p^ti; 
tipn^rs  already  rpeiuioneid,  h^ve  stated  in  their  Mejpdonal, 
that,  both  ppliipy  and  justice  require  a  solid  provision  for 
iifndin^  the  piiblic  debts*  It  is,  with  pleasure,  Sir,  that  I 
see  ihift ,  wmeiTOuSi  meritorious,  and  oppressed  bQ.^y  ctf 
meji,  who  are  crecjjiors  of  tbe  publi.e,  begLaning.  to  exert 
thfiOVjelves  for  ^he  qbtaipic^g  pf  justice.  I  hope  they  may 
succ.eed,  not  only  because  I  wisli  wo])  to  sq  righteous  a 
pursuitft  but  h^c^iuse  ih^ir  success  will  be  th^,  great  grom^d 
work  of  a  credit,  that  will  carry  us  safely  through  t^ie 
present  just,  important,  aod  necessary  war ;  wbicb  will 
combine  us  closely  together  on  the  conclusion  of  a  peace, 
which  will  always  give  to  the  supf^me  representative  of 
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Ame^c$^^  m^i^Qi  aotiQg  for  tjijie  gen^r^I  d^encq  on 
SMdd^ri  em^gppMUjes,  am}  wbj^  will  of  cous^queaoe  jutq* 
cMre.  thfi  UiNfOf  t^efl^  g^ea^  pbjepib^i  for  wbicib  w«  cQot«94i 

^uclf^y  §ky  are  tbie  cogf;nl.  pjpiBc^l^j  by  which  we  are 
calle4.  ta  provide  solid  fuuda  ipr-  tl|e  paUona)  debt.  Already 
Coqgf^^  havjS  ad<3|>ted  a  |4aa  I^  Uiquidatiog  aU  past  hc* 
couQts,  i^ul  if  the  States  8ba;ll  make  ttie  neieessarj  grants 
of  revenue,  wh^  remain?  iviH  b^  a  simple  executive  ope** 
r^jdooi  which  will  prea^ntly-  b9  explained*.  P^it  however 
pf^W^rfixl  tke  r<Hi9Qm^  in  f<|voi^  0^  such  grants,  over  and 
above;  tho$|^  prioipipW^.  of  nipifal  justice,  which  npne,  bow- 
evec  e^fialtfld,  can  part  bmn  widi  ia(ipu|4ty,  «tiU  there  are 
m^Oii  «ho,  influenced  by  penurious  selfisbness,  wiU  com- 
plaii^  of  thi?  ^pen^^j  and  who  will  assert  the  irqpossibility 
of  su^ttuning  it.  On  this  opcasjop  tba  sensation  widii 
respect  tQ  bpirrewing.  are  reversed.  All  would  be  content 
to.  reji^ve  them^lv^a  by  Ip^n  from  the  weight  of,  ta3(,e^, 
hut  many  are  unifiUiffg,  to  take  upr as  they  ou|gbl^  tb^  weight 
of  di^bt.  Yen  this  m^m  he  dpne .  before  die  other  imi 
happen  y  and  U  ia  npt  so  gi;eat  bujc  that  we  should;  fivtd  im- 
Of^dia^  relief  by  assiwij^g  it,  evi^n.if  it  were,  a  fore^gu 
idiU  (  sif  if  U  w^i:e  a  fQt^eig^,  d^hty.  bec^^^se  I  shaU 
atif9n;i{^t.  to  shpisK,  Grsitj  that  being  ^  domestic  debt^  to  fuiMl 
ij(  wilt  post  the.  coon^unity  nothing,  and  seoondly,  tha^t  it 
will  produce,  op  the  contrary^  a  conajderable  advantiige*. 

And  a»  to  the.  first  point,  qne  pbsepvation  will.  su4ioia« 
The  e^peoditure  has^  bee^  naa^^,  and  a  part  of  the  com^ 
n^^y  have  ^^ustained  it.  If  the  4eht  were  toi  h^.  pjeiid  by 
a.sing^^  e^'t  qf  taction,  it  could  cidy  create^  a  traasieipof 
proppr^  from  oa^  individual .  to  apqther^  and  the  aggr^ate 
wealth  pf  the  whpk  comnvi|:|ity  would  he  precisely  the 
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same.  But  since  nothiAg  more  iis  attempted  than  merely 
to  fund  tha  debt,  by  providing  for  the  interest  at  six  per 
cent,  the  iqueisfion  of  ability  is  resolved  to  the  single  pbint, 
whether  it  is  easier  for  a  part  cf  the  peoph  to  pay  one 
hundred  dollars,  than  for  the  whole  people  to  pay  six  dol- 
lars. It  is  equlilly  clear,  though  not  equally  evident,  that 
axonsiderable  advantage  would  be  produced  by  funding 
our  debts,  over  and  above  what  has  been  already  men- 
tioned as  the  consequence  of  national  credit. 

The  advantage  is  threefold.  First,  many  persons  by 
being  creditors  of  the  public  are  deprived  of  those  funds, 
which  are  necessary  to  the  full  exercise  of  their  skill  and 
industry.  Consequently  the  community  are  deprived  of 
the  benefits,  which  would  result  from  that  exercise, 
whereas  if  these  debts,  which  are  in  a  nmnner  dead, 
we>e  brought  back  to  existence,  monied  men  would  pur- 
chase them  up,  though  perhaps  at  a  considerable  discount, 
and  thereby  restore  to  the  put)lic  many  useful  members, 
who  are-*  now  entirely  lost,  and  extend  the  operations  of 
many  more  to  considerable  advantage.  For  although  not 
one  additional  shilling  would  be  by  this  means  brought  in, 
yet  by  distributing  property  into  tbos&  hands,  which  could 
render  it  most  jproductive,  the  revenues  would  be  increased, 
while  the  original  stock  continued  the  same.  Secondly, 
many  foreigners  who  make  speeulaflohs^  to  this  country, 
would,  instead  of  ordering  back  remittances,  direct  much 
of  the  proceed^  of  their  cargoes  to  be  invested  in  our 
public  funds,  which,  according  to  principles  already  estab- 
lished,* would  produce  a  clear  advantage,  with  the  addition, 
from  peculiar  circumstances,  that  it  would  supply  the  want 
of  credit  to  the  mercantile  part  of  sodety.  The  last  but 
not  least  advantage  is,  that  in  restonng  ease,  harmony,  and 
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cooficieac?,  not  only  the  government  (being  more. respect- 
able) would  be  more  respected,  and  consequently  better 
obe]^,\biit  the  mutual  dealings  among  men  on  private 
credit  would  be  facilitated.  The  horrors  wbiqh  agitate 
peopb'a  miodsi.from  an  apprehension  of  depreciating  paper 
would  be  done  away.  The  secret  hoards  would  be  un- 
locked.>  In  the  sanie  moment  the  necessity  of  money^ 
would  be  lessened,  and  the  quaqtity  increased.  By  these 
means  the  collection;  of  taxes  would  foe  facilitated,  and 
thus  instead  of  being  obliged  to  give  valuable  produce  for 
usek«s  roineralsy.tbat- produce  would  purchase  the  things 
we  stand  in  need  of,  and  we  i^uld  obtain  a  sufficient  cir* 
cubbing  medium,  by  giving  the  people  what  they  have 
always  a  right  to  demand,  solid,  assurance  in  the  integrity 
of  their  rglisrs. 

-  The  .next  ccmsideration,  whieb  offers  is  the  amount  of 
public  debt,  and  every  gpod  American  must  lament  that 
confusion  in  public  affiiirsj  which  renders  an  accurate  state 
of  it  untfttainabler  But  it  must  continue  to  be  so  until  ac* 
counts  at  home'  and  abroad  be  fully  adjusted.  The  en* 
closed  is  an  estimate,  furnished  by  the  Contrpljer  of  the 
Treasury. ;  from  which  it  appears,  that  th^e  is  already  an 
acknowledged  debt  bearing  int^est,  k>  the  amount  of  more 
than  twdve'oiillions  of  dollars.  '  On  a  part  of  this  also 
there  is  a  large  arrearage  of  interest,,  and  there  is  a  very 
con^erable  debt  unsettled,  the  evidence  of  which  exists 
in  various  certificates,  given  for  property  app^yied  to  the 
public  service.  This  service, [including  pay  due  to  the 
aimy  previous  to  the  preset  year,  cannot  be  estimated  at 
less  than  betwecfp.  seven  and^  ^gfat  millions.  Our  debt  to 
liis  Most  Christian  M^esly,  is  above  five  millions.  The 
nciarest  guess,  therjefore,  which  cao  b6  made  at  the  sum 


334  lic>JA^¥  iloklilfs. 

Mri,  Is  from  t#etityflve  16  t^iMysdveii  MriHibii^  ^  dttUnn ; 
mrd  if  to  ^  W^  Udd  wbdl  il  lii&y  be  ivecei^teiy  to  bbrtid^ 
for  Hid  y^r  1T83»  Ite  linlOtttit  Hfill  b^  ^tb  MtdMi^  tj^  tfe^ 
time  proper  r«i^t)f66s  4it6  oMftkiedj  toiialdMMjr  Hbofe 
ririny  fiffiHtons.  OT  ebilrhse  the  hiteir^^  Ivill  hb  b^x^^m^ 
oigbtlsen  iMfltdrM  lh<niiiflriill  dnd  tko  mWdVis  ttf  ddkrs. 

foii  bere^  prerWoos  to  tb6  ooHEMide^ttfon  of  ^ropor  rev- 
eiyoeis  for  thut  iinicimii,  !t  hifiiy  tiot  be  amisff  to  i^kii  ii  fe# 
gofierttl  db^n^tiMis ;  thift  firdt  of  #hiell  i»,  tbttt  ft  WdM  U 
iajutimis'to  tb^  UMced  Sttflbs  €d  ^^te  nicM^ey  in  IcMns^ 
wHhout  providkig  bieiSbrebAtid  Ybe  MceSMry  ftitids.  F^  if 
th05i>  trtio  are  n^^  90  d^^itjr  erigagM  to  ifoppoK  Mlr^  #01 
not  %mm  silMfb  futidis  t^  pHteuPb  ifmnadiate  iieK^f^  cMimMy 
ihDse  ¥rho  tome  idm  tfiem  tMH  not  ^  it  to  p^y  a  t6m^ 
debt.  Remote  objects,  dependent  on  abstract  feaaotilag, 
bevnr  infliaende  ibe  mM  ftfce  {maadRite  >a(MMibiffty .  k  is, 
tbifefom, fbe ptwineo of  WisAoQi  toiilfiect coi<¥irtrd6 proper 
oiijectadiataeittibiH^^^Miis  An^^lhily  moti^  lo  anstion 
funong  }tbe  m^an  of  ttlaaltilHi.  (SbocSd  we  he  dble  to  ^ 
tnoney  Ifromtthe  Dotcb,  tiritbout  flm  prot^tidifi^  fiftais,  #hieh 
IB  more  than  doubrffil;  dnd  aboald  the  s^vctal  Smei, 
tiegleet  ^kfterwairdii'  Makieg  prcnritiieti  t^  perfeim  iImb  eri- 
gagenioifii  «^  Cotigmis,  vtlsMt  m  more  thidi  |»r6beble,  ibe 
tmdit  of  the  United  Staxea  irbroad  HfwM  be  hirined 
fimver.  Very  <Mrioda  diMAisMonn  idid  migbt  be  ttiM 
iinoog  fetnign  powers,  and  <iut  ^i^!«£tK»rs  itligbt  bflW  ye* 
eburnd  to  «rmft,  we  might  diafabM^nUriy  he  eomfpeRed  id 
dik  what  dtahenest^  #»'  ted  Mk  tMMlotte. 

9e«eiif4fy^  Ae  idea^  wbMt  mmy  etiterfiao,  ^df  !Mli^ehMi|t 
toaam  ibroiij  to  piy  the  im^eat  df  <AM9eaiie  drtflsi  lis  pMg- 
MM  widv  it^  t>wii  destroeitoD.  If  "ttie  titme^  WM 16  grUM 
ii«remM  auflMMt  oidy  to  pif  Om  imetem  ^  pmst/t 
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debts,  we  migbfi  perbapsi  obtain  aew  credit  upon  a  geoenil 
ojpUiioa  of  oar  justice,  thqugh  that  is  far  from  certain. 
But  when  wa  otnit  paying  by  taxes  the  interest  of  debts 
Already  contrapted,  and  ask  to  borrow  for  the  purpose, 
roaktug  tlie  same  pixmrises  to  obtain  the  new  loans,  which 
had  already  been  made  to  obtain  the  old,  we  shall  surely 
be  disappoimed.  .  . 
,  Thirdly,  it  will  be  necessary,  not  only  that  reve- 
noes  be  granted,  but  that  those  revenues  be  amply  aaf- 
ficient  for  the  purpose,  because  (as  will  presently  ap- 
pear) a  deficiency, would  be  highly  pernicious,  while 
«n  excess  would  be  not  only  unprejudicial,  but  very 
advantageous.  To  perceive  this  with  oil  necessary 
clearness,  it  must  be  remembei^ed  that  the  revenues 
asked  for  on  this  occasion  must  be  appropriated  to  the 
purposes  for  which  tliey  are  asked^  and  in  like  man- 
ner the  sums  required  for  current  expenditures  must 
be  apprbpriated  to  the  current  service.  If  then  the 
former  be  de&cient  the  latter  cannot  be  brought  in  to 
supply  the  deficiencies,  and  of  course  the  public  credit 
would  be  impaired  ;  but  should  there  be  an  excess  of 
revenue  it  could  be  applied  in  payment  of  a  part  of 
the  debt  immediately,  and  in  such  case,  if  the  credits 
should  have  depreciated  they  would  be  raised,  to  par, 
the  ofier  of  payment  would  induce  creditors  to  lower 
Che  int^est.  Thus  in  either  case,  the  means  of  mak- 
ing new  loans  on  good  terms  would  be  extended,  and 
the  necessity  of  asking  more  revenues  obviated. 

Lastly,  the  revenues  ou|;ht  to  be  of  such  a  nature, 

as  naturally  and  necessarily  to  increase,  for  creditors 

will  huve  a  greater  confidence  when  they  have  a  clear 

prospect  of  being  repaid,  and.  the  people  will  always 
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be  desiFOini  to  see  a  like  prospect  of  relief  from  the 
taxes.  Besides  which,  it  will  be  necessary  to  tneor 
some  considerable  expense .  after  the  war,,  in  niakir^ 
aecessqry  establishments  for  a  permanent  naval  force, 
and  it  will  always  be" least  objectionable  to  borrow  for 
that  purpose  on  funds  already  established.     . 

The  requisition  of  a  five  pqr  cent  impt^t,  made  on 
the  3d  of  February,  1781,  hasL  not  yet  been  complied 
with  by  the  Stale  of  Rhode  Island  ;  but  as  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that 4heir  eompiianee  is  not  Air  oflf, 
this  revenue  may  be:  considered  as  being  already 
panted.  It  will,,howevei?,  be  very  inadequate  to  the 
purposes  intended.  If  goods  be  imported  nod  prizes 
introduced  to  the  amoiunt  of  twelve  millions  annually, 
the  five  per  cent  would  be  six  hundred  thousa4id,  from 
whi'ch  at  least  one  sixth  must  be  deducted^  as  well 
for-  the  cost  of  collection  a^  for  the  various  defal- 
cations which  will  necessarily  happen,  and  which 
it  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate.  It  is  not  safe,  there- 
fore, to  estimate  this  revenue  at  more  than  half  a 
million  of  dollars,  for,  though  it  may  produce  movty 
yet  probably  it  will  not  produce  so  n^oeh;  It  'was  in 
consequence  of  this,  that  on  the  37th  day  of  fast  Feb- 
ruary, I  took  the  liberty  to  submit  the  propriety  of 
asking  the  Staites  for  a  land  tax  of  one  dollar  for  every 
hundred  4icres  of  land,  a  poll  taxvof  one  dollar  on  ail 
YreemoQ  and  all  male  slaves  bet we^i  sixt^oafid  sixty, 
(excepting  such  as  are  in  the  federal  army,  a«id  sucfh 
as  are  by  wounds  or  otherwise  rendered  unfit  for  ser- 
Tice)  and  an  excise  of  one  eighth  of  a  dollar'  per  gal- 
loo,  on  all  distilled  spirituoos  liquors.  >  £a(Sh  of  these 
may  be  estimated   at  half  a  million,  and  should  ibe 
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product  be  equjil  to  ttie  estifnation,  the  sum  tota]  6f 
revenues  for  fundliiig  the  public-debt^,  would  be  equal 
to  tiva  miliioins.  What  hasbeeri'  iho  fete  of  these  pro* 
positions  I  know  tiot^  but  I  wi)l  beg  leave,  od  this 
occasiony  not  only  to  renew  them,  but  also  to  stato 
some  reason^^  in  their  £iV0r,  ami  answer  some  objec- 
tions Against  them. 

And  fif9t,  as  to  a  land  tax*^  The  advanttiges  of  it 
stre,  that  it  caH  be  reduced  to  a  certainty  as  to  the 
amau4it  and  time.  That  no  e-xtraordinary  means  are 
necessary  to  aseertarn  it,  and  that  land  t^ing  the  ulti-^ 
mate  object  xsif  human  avarice,  and  that  species  of  per^ 
mament  <  property,  which  peculiarly  belongs  to  a 
country  as  neitlier  to  be  removed  or  concealed,  it 
stands  foremost  6»r  the  object  of ^  taxation,  and  ought 
most  particularly   to  be  burdened    with  those  debts, 

whieb^have  been  incurred  by  defending  the  freedom 

• 

of  its  inhabitants*  But  besides  these  general  reasons, 
there  are  s^mo  which  are  id  a  manner  peculiar  to  this 
couQtry.  The  land  of  America  may,  as  to  the  propri- 
et(M*8  be  divided  iato  f^vo  kinds;  that  which  belongs  to 
the  great  landholders,  and  that  which  is  own^d  and  oc* 
Gupiedby  the  industrious  cultivators^  This  latter  class 
of  citizens,  is^  generally  speaking,  the  most  numerous 
and  most  valuable  part  of  a  oommunity.  The  artisan 
may,  under  any  government,  minister  to  the  luxuries 
of  th^  rioh,  and  the  rich  may,  under  any  government, 
obtain  the  luituries  they- covets  But  the  freehu^rband* 
maa  isithe  natural  guardian  of  his' country's  freedom. 
A  kad  fax  will  probably,  at  the  -first  menlioa,  siartle 
this  order  of  men ;  but  it  can  only  bd  froni  the '  want 
of  ilofleQliofiY  or  the  driasiion  most.be  kiept  up'  by  tlm 
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trtifiee  of  othero.     To  him  who  cultivates  from  one  to 
five  hundred  acresi  a  dollar  per  hundred  is  a   trifling 
abject,  bat  to  him  who  owna  a  hundred  thousaad  it  is 
important.     Yet  a  large  proportion  of  America  is  the 
property    of  great  landholders^   they    monopolise   it 
without  cultivation  \  they  are^  for  the  most  part^  at  no 
expense  either  of  money  or  personal  service  to  defend 
H,  and  keeping  the  price  higher  by  monopoly  than 
otherwise  it  would  be,  they  impede  the  settlement  and 
culture  of  the  country.     A  land  tax,  therefore,  would 
have  the  salutary  operation  of  an  agrarian  law  without 
the  iniquity.      It  would  relieve  the  indigentvand  ag«> 
grahdize  the  State  by  bringing  property  into  the  hands 
of  those  who  would   use  it  for  the  benefit  of  society. 
The  objections,  against  such  a  tax,  are  twofold }  first, 
that  it  is  unequal,  and  secondly,  that  it  is  high.    To 
obviate  the  inequality^  some  have  proposed  an<estimate 
of  the  value   of  different  kinds  of  lands.     But  this 
would  be  improper  ;  because,  first,  it  would  be  attended 
with  great  delay,  expense,  and  inconvedience.     Sec- 
ondly, it  would  be  uncertain,  and  therefore  improper, 
particularly   when  .  considered'  as   a  fund   for  public 
debts.     Thirdly,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe,  that 
any  estimate  would   be  just,  and   even   if  it  were,  it 
must  be  annualljr  varied,. or  else  come  within  the  force 
of  the  objection  as  strongly  as  ever;  the  former  would 
cost  more  than  the  tsgc,  and  the  latter  would  not  afford 
the  remedy  asked  for.     Lastly,  subh  vaiuations  would 
operate  as  a  tax  upon  industry,  and  ptt>mole  that  land 
monopoly,  which  every  wise  government  will  study 
to  repress.  ^  But  further,  the  true  remedy  for  any  ine* 
quality    will   be  obtained  in  the  apportioaiag  other 
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taxes,  of  which  there  will  always  be  enough  to  equal** 
ize  this ;  besides,  the  tax  being  peroianeot  and  fixed, 
it  is  considered  in  the  price  of  land  on  every  transfer 
of  propel  ty,  and  that  produces  9  degree  of  equality, 
which  no  valuation  could  possibly  arrive  at. 

In  a  word,  if  exact  numerical  proportion  be  sought 
aAer  in  taxes,  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  search. 
Not  only  might  a  poll  tax  be  objected  to,  as  too  heavy 
on  the  poor  ai)d  too  light  on. the  rich,  but  when  that 
objection  was  obviated  the  physical  diflerences  in  the 
human  frame  would  alone  be  as  endless  a  source  of 
contention, .  as  the  different  qualities  of  land;  The 
second  objection,  that  the  tax  is  too  high,  is  equally 
futile  with  the  former.  Land  which  is  so  little  worth, 
that  the  owner  will  not  pay  annually  one  penny  per 
acre  for  the  defence  of  it,  ought  to  belong  to  the 
society  by  whom  the  expense  of  defending  it  is  de- 
frayed. But  the  truth  is,  that  this  objection  arises 
from  and  is  enforced  by  those  men  who  can  very  well 
bear  the  expense,  but  who  wish  to  shift  it  from  them* 
selves  to  others.  I  shall  close  this  subject  by  adding, 
that  as  such  a  tax  would,  besides  the  benefits  to  be  der 
rived  from  the  object  of  it,  have  the  farther  advantage 
of  encoui^ging  settlements  and  population,  this  would 
redound  not  only  to  the  national  good,  but  even  to 
the  particular  good  of  the  landholders  themselves. 

With  respect  to  the  jioll  tax,  there  are  many  objec- 
tions against  it,  but  in  some  of  the  States  a  more  con* 
siderable  poll  ta^  already  exists  without  inconvenience. 
The  objections  are  principally  drawn  from  Europe,  by 
men  who  do,  not  consider  that  a  difference  of  circum« 
slanees  makes  a  material  difference  in  the  nature  of 


230  BomiacT  Mosaia 

palitical  operations.  In  some  partft  of  Etinope^^  whore 
nine  tefiths  of  the  people  are  exhausted  by  continual 
kiboVy  to  procure  bad  clotbing  and  worse  ibod»  this 
tax  would  be  extremely  oppressive^  but  in  Aniericfti 
where  three  days>  of  labor  prx>d<i€e  sustenance  for.  a 
week,  it  is  not  onreaaonable  to  ask  two  days  out  of  a 
year  as  a  contribution  to  the  payment  of . public  debts. 
Such  a  tax  will^  on  the  rich,  be  next  to  nothing;  on 
the  middling  ranks  it  will  bd  of  yery.Uttle  cons&* 
quence  ;  and  it  cannot  a£fect  the<  poor,- because  such- of 
ihens  as  are  unable  to  labor  will  fall  within  the  except 
tion  pi'opo^d.  in  fact-the^iloation  of  America  dififeiis 
so  widely  from  that  of  Europe  as  to  the  matter  now 
under  consideration ,  that  hardly  any  maxim  ^hich  8>p« 
pli^s  to  one  will  be  alike  applicable  to  the  otheit, 
L»abor  is  in  such  demand  among  U9»  (hat  the  tax  wilt 
fall  on  the  consumer.  An  able  bodiod.man  who  de* 
Biand^  one.  hundred  dollars  to  go  into  militcory  serv.ice 
for  three  years^  cannot  be  Oppressed  by  Iho  annual 
payment  of  one  dollar  while  not  in  that  service^ ,  This 
tax,,  also,  will  have  tbe  good  effect,  of  placing  beA>Fe 
the  eyes  of  Congress  thje  numbers  of  men  in  tbe 
several  States;  an  informatioa  always  important,  to 
government. 

.  The  excise  proposed  is  liable  |o  no  oUier  objection  than 
what  may  be  made  af;aiost  tbe  mode  of  collection,  but  it  19 
conceived  tliat  tliis  may  be  such  s(s  can  produce  oo  ill  con- 
sequences.  Excise  laws  crxist  ai^d  l«ive  long .  existed  in 
tl^  several  States*  Of  all  taxes^  tliose  fn  tbO'  oopsump* 
tiun  of  artidea  ore  most  agreeable,  bacausu  being  mingled 
vuhh  the  price,  tbey  are  less  sensible.,  to  the  people  ^  and 
witlimit  eoteting  into  a  disCussidn  will)  wbifih  speculative 
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men  bate  amused  tbeineeli'es,  on  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  this  species  of  taxation^  it.  maybe  boidlj 
iaffirmed,  that  no  inconvenience  can  arise  from  laying  a 
heavy  tax  on  the  use  of  ardent  sprrhs*  .These  have  always 
been  equally  prejudicinl  to  the  constitutions  arid  morals  of 
the  people.  The  tax  will  be  a  means  of  compelling  vice 
to  sup|K)rt  the  cause  of  virtue,  and  like  the  poll  tax,  will 
draw'  from  the  idle  and  dissolute,  that  contribution  to  the 
public  service  which  they  will  not  otherwise  make. 

Having  said  thus  much  on  tlie  propriety  of  these  taxes, 
1  shall  pray  leave-  to  assure  you  of  my  ready  acquiescence 
in  die  choice  of  any  others,  which  may  be  more  agreeable 
40-  the  United  States  in  Congress,  praying  them  uevertlie* 
less  to  consider^  that  as  the  situation  of  the  respective 
States  is  widely  different,  it  will  be  wise  to*adopt  a  variety 
of  taxes,  because  by  that  means  the  consent  of  all  will  be 
more  readily  obtained,  than  if  sucii  are  chosen  as  will  fail 
heavy  only  on  particular  States. 

The  next  object  is  the  collection,  which,  for  the  most 
obvious  reasons  ought  to  be  by  authority  derived  from  the 
United  States.  The  collection  of  a  land  tax,  as  has  been 
aboi'e  observed,  will  be  very  sunpl«.  That  of  the  poll  may 
be  equally  so,  because  certificates  of  the  payment  may  an- 
nually be  rssued  to  the  collectors;  and  they  be  bound  to 
return  the  certificates  or  the  money,  and  empowered  to 
compel*  a  payment  by  every  man  not  possessed  of  a  cer- 
tificate. If  in  addition  Co  this,  those  who  travel  from  one 
State  to  another  be  obliged  to  lake  out  and  pay  for  a  new 
certifioatd  in  each  State,  that  would  operate  a  useful  reg- 
ulation of  police ;  and  a  slight  distinction  between  those 
and  the  coiniuon  certificates  would  still  preserve  their 
utHky  in  numbering  the  people. 
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It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  mode  of  ooUeeting 
these  branches  of  rerenue,  because  in  reason,  a  determi- 
nation on  the  propriety  of  the  taxes  should  precede  it.  I 
will  only  take  the  liberty  to  drop  one  idea  whh  respeet  to 
the  impost  already  required^  It  is  conceived  that  lants 
sliould  be  so  formed,'  as  to  leave  liule  of  nothing  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  those' by  wlioin  they  are  executed;'  that  reve- 
nue Iaw9,  in  particular,  should  be  guarded  in  this  respect 
from  odium ;  being,  as  they  are,  sufficiently  odious  in 
themselves ;  and  therefore  it  would  have  been  well  to 
have  stipulated  the  precise  sum  payable  on  di&rent  spe* 
cies  of  commodities.  The  objection  is,  that  the  list  to  be 
accurate  must  be  numerous.  But  as  this  aeeuracy  is  ne* 
cessaiy,  the  description  oogirt  to  be  very  short  and  general, 
so  as  to  comprise  many  commodities  under  one  head  ;  and 
the  duty  ought  to  be  fixed  according  to  their  average 
value.  The  objection  against  tins  regulation,  isi  that  the 
tax  on  fine  commodities  would  be  trivial,  and  on  coarse 
commodities  great.  This  indeed  13  true,  but  it  is. desirable 
for  two  reasons.  First,  that  coarse  and  bulky  cbmmodi- 
ties  could  not  be  smuggled  to  evade  the  heavy  duty  ;  and 
that  fine  commodities  would  not  be  smuggled  to  evade  the 
light  duty.  Secon<Uy,  that'  coarse  commodhieS)  generally 
speaking,  minister  to  the  demands  of  necessity  or  conve- 
nience, and  fine  commodities  to  \bose  of  luxury.  The 
heavy  duty  on  the  former  would  operate  an  encotirage- 
ment  to  produce  them  -sit  home,  and  by  that  means  a. stop- 
page of  our  commerce  in  time  of  war  would-be  most  felt 
by  the  wealthy,  who  have  always  the  most  abundant  means 
of  procuring  relief. 

I  shall  npw.  Sir,  take  the  liberty  to  suppose,  that  the 
revenues  I  have  mentioned,  or  some  others,  to  the  amount 
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of  at  loQBt  tV¥o  mUlioDfl  net  anoual  produce,  were  asked  for 
and, obtained,  as  a  pledge  to  the  public  creditors,  to  coa* 
lioiie  until  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debts  contracted 
or  to  be  contractedi  shall  be  finally  paid.  Tliis  supposi- 
tion is  iuade,  that  i  may  have  an  opportunity,  thus  early,  to 
e}(|>i^^s  tny  ^ntiinenta  on  the  mode  of  appioprlaiion.  It 
would  be  9i»  foiliow.9 ;  any  one  of  the  revenues  being  esti- 
mated, a  loan  should  be  opened  on  the  credit  of  it,  by 
subscfiption  to  a  certain  amount,  and.  public  debts  of  a  par- 
ticular description,  or  specie,  be  received  in  payment  of 
the  i»ibscriptk>ns.  This  funded  debt  should  be  ti'ansfera- 
ble  under  partioulair  forms,  calculated  for  tlie  preventioti  of 
fraudulent,  anid  facilitating  of  iionest  negotiations.  In  like 
mwaner  on  each  of  these  revenues  should  subscriptions  be 
opened,  proceeding  by  degrees  so  as  to  prevent  any  sud- 
den revolutiocMS  in  moo^  matters,  such  revolutions  being 
always  more  or  less  injurious. 

I  slioald  furcber  piopose,  that  the  surplus  of  each  of 
tbea^  revenues,  (and  care  should  be  taken  that  there  would 
be  a  surplus,)  should  be  carried  to  a  sinking  fund ;  on 
the  credit  of  which,  and  of  the  general  promises  of  govern- 
ment, Mw  loaos.^ould  be  opened  when  necessary.  The 
interest  should  be  paid  half  yearly,  jvbich  would  be  coove- 
niept  to  the  creditors  and  to  the  government,  as  well  as 
useful  to  tlie  pc^ople  at  lai:ge ;  because  by  this  means,  if 
ibur  different  loans  were  opened  at  different  umes,  the  in- 
terest wcHiId  be  payable  eight  times  in  the  year ;  and  thus 
the  money  wouid  be  paid. out  cf  the  treasury  as  fast  as  it 
came  in ;  which  would  require  four  oflkers  to  manage  the 
business,  keep  them  in  more  constant  and  regular  employ- 
ment, dispense  .the  interest  so  as  to  command  the  confi- 
dence and  facilitate  the  views  of  the.  ^editors,  and  return 
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speedily, the  wealth  obtained  by  taxes  into  the  cocnmon 
stock. 

I  know  it  will  be  objected,  that  such  a  mode  of  adminis- 
tration would  enable  speculators  to  perform  their  opera- 
tions. A  general  answer  to  this  would  be,  that  any  other 
mode  would  be  more  favorable  to  them.  But  further,  I 
conceive,  first,  that  it  is  much  beneath  the  dignity  of  gov- 
ernment to  intermeddle  in  such  consideratk>n.  Secondly, 
that  speculators  always  do  least  mischief  where  they  are 
left  most  at  liberty.  Thirdly,  that  it  is  not  in  human  pru- 
dence to  counteract  their  operations  by  laws ;  whereas, 
wiien  left  alone,  they  invariably  counteract  each  other; 
and  fourthly,  that  even  if  it  were  possible  to  prevent  specu- 
lation, it  is  precisely  the  thing  which  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
vented ;  because  he  who  wants  money  to  commence,  pur- 
sue, or  extend  his  business^  is  more  benefited  by  selling 
stock  of  any  kind,  even  at  a  considerable  discount,  than  he 
could  be  by  the  rise  of  it  at  a  future  period ;  every  man 
being  able  to  judge  better  of  his  own  business  and  situatkm 
than  the  government  can  for  him. 

So  much  would  not  perhaps  have  been  said  on  the  head 
of  this  objection,  if  it  did  not  naturally  lead  to  a  position, 
which  has  hitherto  been  ruinous,  and  might  prove  fatal. 
There  are  many  meii,  and  some  of  them  honest  men, 
whose  zeal  against  speculation  leads  thera  to  be  sometimes 
unmindful  not  only  of  sound  policy,  but  even  of  moral 
justice.  It  IS  not  uncommon  to  hear^  thtt  those  who  have 
bought  the  puUic  debts  for  small  sums,  ought  only  to  be 
paid  their  purchase  money.  The  reasons  given  are,  that 
they  have  taken  advantage  of  the  distressed  creditor,  and 
shown  a  diffidence  in  the  public  faith.  As  to  the  first,  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  in  giving  the  creditor  monw 
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for  his  debt,  they  \me  at  least  afforded  hitn  some  relief, 
which  he  could  not  obtain  elsewhere,  and  if  they  are  de- 
prived of  the  expected  benefit,  they  will  never  afford  such 
relief  again.  As  to  the  second,  those  who  buy  up  the 
public  debts,  show  at  least  as  much  confidence  in  the 
public  faith  as  those  who  sell  tbem.  But  allowing,  for 
argument  sake,  that  they  have  exhibited  the  diffidence 
complained  of,  it  would  certainly  be  wisQr  to  remove  than 
to  justify  it*  The  one  mode  tends  to  create,  establish,  and 
secure  public  credit,  and  the  other  to  sap,  overturn,  and 
destroy  it.  Policy  is,  therefore,  on  this,  as  I  believe  it  to 
be  on  every  other  occasion,  upon  the  same  side  of  the 
question  with  honesty.  Honesty  tells  us,  that  the  duty  of 
the  public  to  pay,  is  like  the  same  duty  in  an  individual. 
Having  benefited  by  the  advances,  they  are  bound  to  re- 
place them  to  the  party,  or  to  his  representatives.  The 
deU  is  a  species  of.  property,  and  whether  disposed  of  for 
the  whole  nominal  value,  or  the  half,  for  something,  or  for 
nothing,  is  totally  immaterial.  This  right  of  receiving  and 
the  duty  of  paying  must  always  continue  the  same.  In  a 
word,  that  government  which  can,  through  the  intervention 
of  its  Courts,  compel  payment  of  private  debts,  and  per- 
formance of  private  contracts,  on  principles  of  distributive 
justice,  but  refuses  to  be  g6ided  by  those  principles  as  to 
their  own  contracts,  merely  because  they  are  not  amen- 
able [to  human  laws,  shows  a  flagitious  contempt  of  moral 
obligations,  which  must  necessarily  weaken,  as  it  ought  to 
do,  their  authority,  over  the  people. 

Before  I  conclude  this  long  letter,  it  would  be  unpardon- 
able not  to  mention  a  fund,  which  ha$  long  since  been  sug- 
gested, and  dwells  still  on  the  minds  of  many.  You 
doubtless,  Sir,  anticipate  my  naming,  of  what  are  called 
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th6  back  lands.  The  questten  as  to  the  property  of  those 
lands,  I  confess  myself  titterly  infcompetent  to  decide;  and 
shall  not  for  that  reason  presume  to  enter  on  it.  Bnt  it 
i^  my  duty  to  mention,  that  the  offer  of  a  pledge,  the  right 
of  which  is  contested,  would  have  ill  consequences,  and 
could  have  no  good  ones.  It  could  not  strengthen  our 
credit,  because  ho  one  would  rely  on  such  a  pledge,  and 
the  recurrence  to  it  would  give  unfavorable  impressions  of 
our  political  sagacity.  But  admitting  that  the  right  of 
Congress  is  clear,  we  must  remember  also,  that  it  is  dis- 
puted by  some  considerable  members  of  the  confederacy. 
Dissentions  might  arise  from  hasty  decisions  on  this  sub- 
ject. And  a  government  torn  by  intestine  comnriotion^,  is 
not  likely  to  acquire  or  maintain  creidit  at  hocne  or  abroad. 

i  am  not,  however,  the  less  clear  in  my  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  alike  useful  to  the  whole  nation,  and  to  those 
very  cofistitu^nt  parts  of  it,  that  the  entire  d}$positioi!i  of 
those  lands  sliould  be  in  Congress.  Without  entering, 
therefore,  into  the  litigated  points,  T  am  induced  to  believe, 
and  for  that  reason  to  suggest,  the  proposmg  this  matter 
to  the  States  as  an  amidable  arrangement.  I  hope  to  be 
pardoned  when  I  add,  that  considering  .the  situation  of 
Sooth  Carolina  and  Georgia,  it  might  be  proper  to  a»k 
their  consent  to  mjitters  of  the  clearest  right.  But  that 
supposing  the  right  to  be  doubtful,  urging  decision  in  tlie 
present  moment,  naight  have  a  harsh  and  ungenerous  ap- 
pearance. 

But  if  we  suppose  this  nrvatter  to  be  arranged  eiriier  in 
the  one  mode  or  in  the  other,  so  tliat  the  right  of  Congress 
be  rendered  indisputable  (foi'  that  is  a  previous  point  of  in- 
dispensable necessity)  the  remaining  question  will  be,  as  to 
the  appropriation  of  that  fund.     And  I  confessitdoes  not 
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appear  to  me,  that  the  benefits  resulting  from  it  are  such 
as  many  are  led.  to  believe.  When  the  imagination  is 
heated  in  pursuit  of  an  object,  it  is  generally  overrated. 
If  these  lands  were  now  in  the  hands  of  Congress,  and 
they  were  willing  to  mortgage  them  to  their  present  cred* 
itors/  unless  this 'were  ^accompanied  with  a  due  provision  for 
the  interest,  it  would  bring  no  relief.  If  these  lands  were 
to  be  SG^d  for  the  public  debts,  they  would  go  off  for 
almost  nothing.  Those  who  want  money  could  not  aflbrd 
to  buy  land.  Tlieir  certificates  would  be  bought  up  for  a 
tride.  Very  few  monied  men  would  become  possessed  of 
(hem,  because  very  little  money  would  be  invested  in  so 
remote  a  speculation!  The  small  number  of  purchasers 
would  easily  and  readily  combine ;  of  consequence  they 
would  acquire  the  lands  for  almost  nothing,  and  effectually 
defeM  the  intentions  of  government ;  leaving  it  still  under 
the  necessity  of  making  further  provision,  after  having 
needlessly  squandered  an  immaise  property. 

This  reasoning  is  not  new.  It  has  been  advanced  on 
similar  occasions  before,  and  the  experience,  which  all 
America  has  had  of  the  sales  of  confiscated  estates  and  the 
like,  will  now  show  that  it  was  well  founded.  The  back 
lands  then  will  not  answer  .our  purpose,  without  the  neces- 
sary revenues.  But  those  revenues  will  alone  produce 
the  desired  effect.  The  back  lands  may  afterwards  be 
formed  into  a  fund,  for  opening  new  loans  in  Europe  on  a 
low  intereet,  redeemable  within  a  future  period,  (for  in- 
stance twenty  years)  with  a  rigiit  reserved  to  the  creditors 
of  taking  portions  of  those  lands  on  the  non-payment  of 
their  debts,  ot  the  expiration  of  the  time.  Two  modes 
would  offi^r  for  the  liquidation  of  those  debts.  First,  to 
vendm*  payment  during  the  term  to  those  who  would  not 
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consent  to  alter  the  nature  of  the  debt;  wbicli,  if  otir  credit 
be  well  established,  would  place  it  on  the  general .  footing 
of  national  faith*  And  secondly,  to  sell  portions  of  the 
land  (during  the  term)  sufficient  to  discharge  the  mortgage. 
I  persuade,  myself,  that  th^  consent  of  the  reluctant  might 
be  obtained,  and  that  this  fond  might  helreafter  be  con- 
verted to  useful  purposes.  But  I  bope  that  in  a  moment 
when  the  joint  effort  of  all  is  indispensable,  no  causes  of 
altercation  may  be  mingled  unnecessarily  in  aquesttoqof 
such  infinite  magnitude  as  the  restoration  of  puUic  credit. 
Let  me  add,  Sir,  that  unless  the  money  of  foreigners  be 
brought  in  for  the  purpose,  sales  of  public  lands  would 
only  absorb  that  surplus  wealth,  which  might  have  been 
exhaled  by  taxes ;  so  that  ia  fact  no  new  resource  is  pro- 
duced. And  that  while,  as  at  present, .  the  deo^and  for 
money  is  so  great  as  to  raise  interest  to  five  per  cent  per 
month,  public  lands  must  sell  extremely  low,  were  the  title 
ever  so  clear.  What  then  can  be  expected,  When  the 
validity  of  that  title  is  one  object  of  the  wzir  ? 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &:c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    Oi^    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  30th,  178S. 
Sir^ 

1  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  inspection  of 
Congress,  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  year  1783, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  eleven  millions.  L  should  be 
strictly  justified  in  praying  a  requisition  of  the  United 
States  for  that  sum,  but  I  conceive  that  the  demaods  made 
should  be  the  lowest  which  our  circumstances  will  possibly 
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admit  of.  lam  persuaded,  that  if  the  United  States  in 
Coogress  ivill  adopt  those  means  of  economy,  which  are  in 
their  power,  we  may  save  two  millions  ;  and,  therefore,  on 
a .  presumption  that  those  means  will  be  adopted,  I  shall 
ask  only  nine  millions.  Congress  will  observe,  that  the 
estimates  of  the  Marine  Department  amount  to  two  millions 
and  a  half;  whereas  there  was  no  estimate  made  for  that 
service  in  the  last  year,  aiiy  more  than  for  the  Civil  List. 
There  oan  be  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  have  changed  their 
mode  of  warfare,  and  will  make,  their  principal  exertions  in 
the  naval  line.  It  becomes  us,  therefore,  to  make  like 
exertk)ns,  and  that  for  the  plainest  reasons. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  efforts  to  obtain  a  large 
army  have  for  many  years  proved  utterly  fruitless.  The 
only  effect  of  those  efforts,  has  been  to  enhance  the  price 
of  such  men  as  were  obtained,  and  thereby  to  disable  the 
States,  who  exerted  themselves  to  raise  recruits,  ^  from 
pouring  supplies  into  the  public  Treasury.  Thus  we  have 
not  only  been  unable  to  get  more  men,  but  also  to  pay  and 
support  those  which  we  had  gotten.  Admitting,  however, 
that  the  required  number  were  obtained  and  properly  sup- 
ported as  an  army,  these  things  are  clear ;  6rst,  that 
Without  naval  aid  we  could  not  make  an  impression  on  the 
enemy's  posts.  Secoodly,-  that  they  would  be  able  to 
iiarass  and  distress  ub  in  every  quarter,  by  predatory  in- 
cursions. Thirdly,  that  they  would  prevent  us  from  re- 
ceiving those  supplies,  which  are  necessary  alike  to  the 
operations  and  existence  of  an  army.  And,. fourthly,  that 
their,  inroads  on  our  commerce  would  produce  such  dis- 
tress to  the  country,  as  to  make  our  revenues  utterly  un- 
productive, and  finally  bring  our  afiairs  to  destruction. 
Ad  army,  therefore,  without  a  navy  would  be  burden- 
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some)  without  being  able  to  gii^  essential  aid,  jsuppoeaig 
the  enemy  to  have  changed  their  system  of  ean^iog  oa 
die  war.  But  if  we  had  a  navy,  we  should  he  able,  first, 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  making  predatory  incursions. 
Secondly,  we  should^  at  least,  keep  the  diips  tliey  have  on 
our  coast  together,  which  would  >  prevent  them  from  injur* 
ing  our  commerce,  or  obstructing  our  supplies.  Thirdly, 
if  they  kept  in  this  country  an  equal  or  superior  ibrce,  we 
^ould  by  that  means  have  made  a  powerful  diversion  m 
favor  of  our  allies,  and  contributed  to  give  them  a^  naval 
superiority  elsewhere.  Fourthly,  if  our  enemy  dtd  not 
keep  an  equal  or  superior  force  in  this  couutry,  we  shooki 
be  able  by  cruising  to  protect  our  commerce,  annoy  theirs, 
and  cut  off  the  supplies  directed  to  tbek  posts,  so  as  to 
distress  their  finances  and  relieve  our  own.  Fifthly,  by 
economising  our  funds,  aad  eonstructing  six  ships  anooally, 
we  should  advance  so  rapidly  to^  maritime  importance,  that 
our  enemy  would  be  convinced,  not  ooly  of  the  imposst^ 
bility  of  subduing  us,  but  also  of  the  oertaioty  that  bis 
forces  in  this  country  must  eventually  be  bttt,  vithout 
being  tible  to  produce  any  possible  advantage.  And, 
sixthly,  we  sfaoold,  in  ^  mode,  recover  the  full  posses*- 
sion  of  oiir  country,  without  the  expense  of  blood  er 
treasure,  which  must  attend,  any  other  mode  of  opera* 
tions;  aaid  while  we  are  pursuing  tiiose  steps,  which  lead 
to  the  possessi(Hi  of  our  natural  strength  and  defence. 

I  trust.  Sir,  that  the  influence  of  these  consideratipBS, 
will  not  only  lead  the  oottDciis  of  America  to  adopt  the 
measures  neoessnry  for  estaibiishing  a  navy,  but  that  by 
eoonoroising  as  mudi  as  possible,  we  may  be  able  (from 
the  sufns.ix)W  to  be  asked  for)  to  do  more  in  that  line  than 
is  contained  in  the  estimate  ;   but  as  this  must  depend  on 
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cirourastances,  which  we  cannot  command,  so  it  is  not 
prudent  or.  ftctper  to  ^rehf  on  at*..  Ha^ng.Bh*eatiy  stated 
the  lowest  necessary  sum  at  nine  millions,  I  proceed, 
Sir,  to  propose  that  four  millions  be  borrowed,  which  will 
reduce  the  quotas  to  five  millions.  1  make  this  propo- 
sition^  under  the  idea,  ttat  the  plans  contained  in  my  letier 
of  yesterday's  date  be  adopted.  The  quotas  then  being 
five  millions,  the  sum  total  of  what  wi)l  be  taken  from  the 
people  will  amount  to  onJy  seven -millions;  and  of  that,  Tull 
twelve  hundred. thousand  will  be  paid  back  as  the  interest 
of  our  domestic  debt,  so  as  not  to  be,  in  fact,  any  burden 
on  the  whole  people,  tliough  a  necessary  relief  to  a  con- 
siderable part  of  them.  On  this  plain  statement  I  sliall 
make  no  cotnment.  I  shall  only  pray,  that  a&  much  ex- 
pedition may  atiend  the  deliberations  on  these  objects  as 
the  importance  of  them  will  permit,  so  that  the  States  may 
be. in  a  .situation  4n  make  speedy  decifiona.  And  this  is 
the  moi-e  necessafy,  as  the  negotm(k>ns  for  a  lo*m  must  be* 
opened  in  Europe  early  next  winter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be»  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRJS.'' 

*  August  1st.  This  day  many  people  expected  that  my  engage- 
ments to  supply  the  Paymaster  General  with  money  to  discharge 
the  notes,  which,  under  that  engagement  he  had  issued  to  the 
officers  of  the  army  on  acoouiit  of  their  pay,  wQu]d  be  broken,  an^, 
oonsef^oently,  that  my  public  credit  would  be  lost^  and  a  train  of 
evils,  easy  to  be  conceived,  ensue  to  the  United  States.  But  hav- 
ing, warranted  Mr  Fierce,  the  Paymaster  General,  to  give  his  notes 
in  Februarj  last  to  all  the  officers  <>f  our  army,  vis.  to  afl  subalterns 
for  the  amouixt  of  thi^  pionthf '  pay,  that  is,  for  January,  February, 
and  March,  1782, 1  have  for  some  time  past  been  providing  for  the 
performance  of  this  engagement,  and  to  accomplish  it,  have  been 
distressed  in  a  variety  of  channels.  When  this  engagement  was 
taken,  it  was  at  the  pressing  instance  of  the  Conupan^^r  if)  Chi^f, 
VOL.    XII.  31 
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TO  THt  «OT£RVOJR   OV  41H0INB.  M&AfllV    -^      - 

-•         -I  .  .'.«    •  .  ;^ 

Office  of  Finance,  August  2d,  1783. 

,  *       ■  '■  .'•■.. 

I  presume  you  have  been  before  this  informed,  that 

all  the  States  except  Rhode  Island,  have  acceded  to  the 

impost   law.      A    committee  of  Congress  lately  ap- 

pointed  on  this  subject,  did  me  the  honor  to   request 

my  attendance,  with  that  of  your  Delegates,  to  hear 

the  objections  from  them,  and  know  from  me'  the  cir- 

cumstances  attending  the  requisition.     After  a  long 

conversation  the  committee  were  about  to  confer  on  a 

report,  which,  at  my  request  they  were  pleased  to  sus- 

pend,  that  I  might  have  the  last  opportunity   of  pray- 

ing  your  attention  to  the  subject.     Arid  I  was  induced 

and  to  enable  the  olfi«ieni  to  elotite  tfaettieeliree,  whieh  they  ceiuld 
not  have  donei  witkoat  thai  seasonable  aid.  At  Uie  time.ilua  en* 
gagement  was  made,  I  had  a  right  to  exp^ect  that  fouf  millions  of 
dollars  would  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States ',  as, 
agreeable  to  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  tW6  tniHibUS'  wtete  to  be 
paid' on  the  lAday  of  Apvil^  and*  two  millions  on  the  Ist  day  of  July. 
Instead  of  receiving  those  sams,  I  have  not  to  this  hoar  received 
fifty  thousand  dbllars  on  liccoaht  therebf,  and  have,  therefore,-  been 
compelled  to  raise  this  m6hey  by  selling  bilk  of  estchang^  on 
Pi'ance.  tTpoh  sieriding  fdr  Mrfibrce's  return  of  the  ftotes  t  isBuerf, 
1  fihd  they  am6utft  to  one  huiidired  antf  forty  thons&Ad  two  hundred 
sjid  siztysiz  doHars ;  of  which  Mr  dands  iB  possessed  of  thiit^niite 
thoasand,  which  he  has  deliveted  up  on  my  paying  part  of  the 
amount  tiov^,  and  part  to  be  paid  a  short  time  hence,  which  leavei 
t6  be  provided  for  about  eightyfite  thousand  nine  hundred*  and 
fortysiz  doHlii's;  and  as^is'debtf  #il!  be  pfunetoally  pah],  it  leaves 
only  an  ^nprovitJed  balail^tif  of  fifteen  thonsand  three  hufrdred  and 
twenty  dollars,  which  I  think  will  be  re&dy  before  payment  is  de- 
manded ;  so  that  the  hope's  and  expectations  of  the  maliiilotiB  and 
dUafl%cted  will  In  tiiis  instance  be  dlisappointe^.    l/!Hary, 


d^i^vee^M^  4i^Ussiom(9  winch  caffupt  axist  be4wQ?» 
4be  UaipA  aqH  »j^  iodividual  St^e  w,Ukout  indjucif^g 

IbjiijtAia  r.e^(Mei4rge4'^>^»t  pass^^g  tho  ijnpo»t  ai:^ 
pot  conolusivei  a^^om^  liave  ihoughtthfiin  to  be. 

Mr-  Howell  v^^  49  kiii^d  an  to  promke^  -tli^^t  h^ 
woald  atf^td  hia  ^bjeetiooa  ;in  wriliog..  TbU  bo.haa 
done,  and  ac^py  of  them  Ja  enalo^aed*     Th?y  are, 

1st-  Th<it  th^e  iAQipost  wx^mM  /fJraw  a  dispr^pprtiodaf^ 
aiipply.  frpoi  either  pw;cbiMit  or  eoimimer. 

2dly«  That  Rb^de,  Inland  impor>ts.  aqd  eooamxxaa 
j9(ioi;e  of  iSoiceigo  ^rtldea  ip  pr^^pfirtion^  than  >ai;iy  oih^ 

fttajlp.    ."••-.  ^  •  ." 

'3dly*  That  Iroqfi  h^r  /nar4itii»e  aUui^ioo  ahe  is  ex<* 

poa^d  ^. great  l«s4!9s. , , 

4ih)y^  I%$t  th^  ^x^lyai^a  imk0A\  o£  xh^  m^Q^ 
abbiild.he  carried  to  flfccouni  of. the  State. . 

5thly.  Th^^  the  impost  will  raiae  priceat  and  ih^p^ 
fore  manufan^lMrea  .bvptighft  4rpin  t))^  ;P<i|gh^Qri9g .  Stat/aa 
wi^4raw..a>  rtiv^oAia  Xf-Qcpi  Qhofle  Jalasd. 

6tbly.  That  dutieji  ii«p«faed.  >by  tthe  Doiighbori^g 
Sta^iBay  (SffanpeA  j^liode  Maod  Iq  sqhsj§t  hy  fpr.eigp 
a?  Uf  tea. 

7thly,  Ti^  iMoy  mw  wiH  bt.itfinp^yed  if^  the^Qai** 
4fXtioiu  ..-..;.;.. 

Sthjy.  .Xhat^t  <wpul4  .he  i^raded  ^y  a«iMg»lw«5  %nA 

9ih^^  Xh^t  th.^  efWe<jtioi>  m9^y  b^  obje9ti9aable.    . 

.7a.  eao)v<>f  ihfw  I  wi^lreply  40  their  oM^r^ 
^    Ut'  Tc^td^termi^e  ,v^hjather  tbc^  i«i|}oiit.will  na.^of 
portioitahly  or  not,  we  must  consider  in  what  -  i^p^ot 
lh0ippH>Pi^^l«n  ^Mp  bie  ^kM^  Mfit.be.  a  proppfttiioQ 


244  ROBSRT  MORRIS. 

betn^e^fl  tlRTo  t)f  the  States,  that*  will  be  eoh^id^red 
und«r  the  second  head;  if  it'  he  a'  proportiort  among 
the  {>eople  of  the  same  State,  it  h  only  feciirring'  to 
the  qtiestfdn,  whether  taxes  on  consuAiptton  are  useful ; 
for  so  long  as  no  man' pa}^  the  tax,  hitt  he  Who  chooses 
to  purchase  the  article,  the  dispropdrtion,  if  any,  is  of 
bis  own  creating^  The  nec'eisity  of  a  revenue  to  a 
certain  amount  must  be  admitted,  h  !t  th^n  wise  to 
raise  a  paVt  of  it  from  the  eonsumpit(m  of  foreign  aMi* 
des?  I  Say  the  cotisurhption,  because  the  tax'un- 
doubtedly  falls  on  the  consumer  and  not  oti  the 
impotter.  Ifthisbehot  a  wise  tax,  what  shtill  we 
subt^titule?  Articles  of  pi'iniary  'and*  imihediate  netJeS- 
sity  are'  made  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  Both 
food  and  raiment  can  be  had  without  crossing  the  At- 
lantic in  search  of  them.  Every  mtufi,  therefere,  is  at 
liberty  to  use  foreign «ftrtiel6s  or  "ndi.  If  \re  does  use 
them  the  tax  is  valiintary,  ismd*  therefore  cannot  be 
considered  as  disproportionate,  any  more  than  for  one 
nian  to  wear  silk  While  atiother  wears  wool.     - 

2dly.  That  Rhode  Island*  consumes  tnere  fcrretgn 
cohimwirties  in  prbportidfi  than  "ahy  other  Stati  in  the 
Vnion,  canilot  be  adiiaUtteid.  Rh^de  Island  certainly 
makes  many  commodities,  but  the  more  southern 
States  are  >n  the  habit  of  iinpftfrting  et«rything. 

3dly.  That  Rhode  Island  is,  from  .its  situation*,  liable 
to  the  utifiappjr  accidents  of  war  is  trae^  but  this  in- 
cidental evil,  arising  irom  an  advantagitous  pbsltion, 
cannot  be  adduced  a^  a  plea  for  exeAipti^n  froth  public 
burdens.^  New  York  has  suflfered,  at'  least  hs  much 
and  as  long.-        '^  •  ...:•' 

4thly.   That   the  exclusive  benefits  of  an  impost 
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shouM  beDarritd  to  ttie'Sfate  wl)«iter'<rt  is'tdllcH^ted^^is 
a  position  tit>J4]sC-  in  itself,  aad  ^''hich  would  forever 
prevent  aoy-  dtitie6 ;  w1)6talle>re  il  would  cut.  off  not 
only  one  of  the  most  productive,  but  one  of  the  m6st 
useful  branches  of  r^retiue.  Rhode  Island,  Pennsyl- 
yAnia.a#i!d  soi3^  Other  States  carry  on  the>  commexte 
of  their  nefghlxirs  as  well  as  their  own,  from  w^hieh 
they  deriire  gredt  Tiehes. '  The  duties  are  always,  (like 
thn  risks  ahd  the  oiepoils^S)  p^fd  by' the  consumer  ;  for 
unless  this  be  so,  no  tolerable  reaison^ean  be  assigned, 
why  foreign  eommodities  should  be  dearer  in  w&rthiin 
in  p^ace.  '  If  ^on  a  constd^rabte  dut^r:  were  laid  by 
the  ebmrnereEfal  Stato,  it  would  fftll  on  its  uo^oikiioer- 
cial  neighbor.  'That  neigbbory  therefore,  would  im^ 
ihediately  lako'  meaiMt^^  to  oiirry- on  its  own  coov- 
tnorce,'aAd  p'l^!bit  th^  bring!  dg  of  artides  from  the 
comtnereial  State.  Those  moasores  would'  produoe  a 
repetft  of  the  doty.  I  takta  no  itotree  here  of  the  alterw 
cattons'^ieh  wooKI  arise;  it  issoSoicnt  tosho^,  tbi|t 
the  prhrate'Vi^w  of  revenner  for.  the  State  wouid  be 
defeated. 

Stilly;  and  #lhly.  These  ohj<fMon»  do  not  apfjcter  to 
ihe  to  apply, 'be^aU!^.  in  the  first  pluee;  I  can  hdi*dly 
sufipost  the  neighboring  St^^ies  wrll^ter  fBiiifc  of  lay- 
ing duties  on  th^  prodoed,'fbr  if  arYy  of  lh«<m  shouKl, 
her  Citizens  wmtld  be  the  suff^ers.'  'Secondly,  if  ifae 
artiele  of  p>r0dbij6^be  left  nhtJOfitvol led  by'  the  g<overii- 
hioht  evtt^  indiyklual  will  be  a  chetsk  c)n  the  ari^iy 
ofhls  neighbors^  ^nd  -if  by  this'  means  a  piece  of 
American  goods  can  he  vended  cheaper  itr  Rhode  Isl- 
ahd>t1mn  a  piieee*  of  foreign  goodi^^  Ihe  cochiumer  in 
Rhode'  Istan^  will  hy  the  puriftheiser  ofit  save  m^oney  to 
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ibipfta^lG  waA  jthcir«£Nr0  ta  ike  .<(pii4itrf»  AM  i^  <t)|c 
dii>t|^  Jp  cflUeoied •only  Of^foreigntgnod^  ki^  mill  Dot  pa^ 
ib«  d^ty,  jttnd  of  eouts^  ibe  4^y  oa^hU  Sift(«  ^wU)  k^ 

7Mf,  Tbe  soieeniK  obgoeti^n:  NiriH..  apply  ,mai^ 
jdfongly  to  <9hn<ist  any  oth^  JMiidiof  lUii^  ibeCAMAo  tiw 
jtDifcy  i)©«oHecited  by  a  very  amril  ftMBiber^^f  meOf.  . 

Sthly.  The  eij^Ub  ob^eibtion  I  ^^rvifH  iMilt^^ity  becMH^ 
Ibrmiog  my  Qptniioo  of  ib#t  S4i9M»  fv^m  wii^t  JiOOiM^etve 
iD^beibe  oharaeiep  of  dhei  ne^tleiQan  -whp  sMi^es  the 
objeotitMi,.;!  <Qaii«K»t  believe  it  ^  ^  'VAlid. .  $«i^ggUng 
vfttis  bxin^fly  v^tMsji^tfi^MhbQc^iJi^  H  was  tha^ya4- 
ingoi  laviw,  ^hi«h  were  nai  ix¥tdeby  prj^fi^r  AHi^horUy, 
4»id  therefore  fli>4  toblig^it«ry^  Jwtipolhing^^tirn  b^mpi^ 
JdafamouA  than  to  dofrwid  wr.  tow-A  ^goye^Dfai^pt  of  «o 
poor  a  piU^neet;  and  I  truat?  thatrijfMaoy  iodiyidtial 
fwene  iinalineAta'do>ao^ih9  Vifoait}  be  df^t^etctnA  \ky.  ijie 
•fiest  pfcsoo  wbo^saw  Jbii%  ai»4;:ivDuld  bo  a#-  miMOb  -  e^ 
iposed  to  4he  re^eolinkfiiat  land  oomlkempt  rOf  Ms  MiQW 
oitiK^oa  «s 'aft  ;io£»niier  wwld  |HHro<bei»  in  t^  tim^ 
alluded  to.   . 

d^ly^.  The  .la^t.  oty^oo^  o^ght  .mt  iiQ  bo  jn^de, 
becftuae  iliero  isi^wreaaoo  ^  AMpposey  ..4hat  Co^reaa 
-would  ^m^  o»oan9  ^o.oppifef^.  4hok.  ifoUow -^iti^icii^* 
JBMjbH  isoooof,4>i^rgroat0at  o]Mi8for(.o,noab  Ahai  inyeniHro 
^l(io  ijffMWi  flflpm  4^iiO;4biiig>;itp  onotib^  th,9t.M  ^ory 
4»a9Unirla^»  The  p^riiomoot  <^f  £nglw4  «iNro4  w)ftbiog 
#boiH:tho:eoQaeqaeoce9  ^l  hw^m^^nie.  S^'fk%  betQ^o^ 
^they  wore.nQt^fibctod  (by^heui.  Tl\ia  ia  «Uviaya  the 
4a^e  umloir  awb  oimK»jpris$4i?oo^»  «nd  ^aii»a  op^',of  the 
moat  powerful  ftrg^mon4«  in  fe^or  of  f«»o  ^o voriMoo^ta* 
,Buit  JiovK  aaoit^bo  aappp^,  iha^rH  .TMil^lPkor  'of  Goo- 
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gress  who  is  liable  to  be  recalled  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing would  join  in  measures  ^hich  are  oppressive  to 
the;  jieopkfy  mmI  whidiki<h«  miMitxiiecessarily  himself  feel 
the  weight  of,  without  deriving  any  advantage  from 
them:  Ftiy  ft  ii  not  hercr  as  in  England,  that  there  is 
a  King  to* buy  votes  for  fcad  . purposes.  If  the'  mem*^- 
bers  of  Ctthgresis  b^  seducred,  it  ihvst  be  "by  the*  Con- 
gress, which  Is  abstird.  If  indeed  the  Congress  wtere- 
either  ah  heredilary  body,  self-exisletit,  or  if  they  were 
self-elected,  there  might  be  room  {<st  aj[)preh«nsidn,  but 
as  they  are,  there  can  be  none*  * 

Now,  Sir,  the  stiate  of  things  is  shortlj*  this.  The 
United  States  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  people  of 
America;  '*rhey  h«ive  called  for  revenues  to  pay  their 
d6bts  in  a  ccrurse  ^f  years,  being  the  6nly  means  of 
reviving  crettit  and  lightening  bnrdensv  All  the' 
States  consent  but  Rht^de  Island ,  tb  wlio^e  citizens^  a 
very  considerable  part  6f  thii?  debt  is'  dcie.  Of  conse^ 
quence  Ih^  whote  is  suspended.  The' reasons  assigned 
are  parety  local,  and  I  verily  beltere  are  foundetf 
on-  mistaken  principles;  The  revenue,  however,  \f 
granted  is  insufficient.  More  mtist  be  demanded  ;  and 
consequently,  as  all  taires  are  unpleasant  some  Stat6 
will  be  found  to  oppose  any  #hfch  can  be  devised,  on 
quite  as  good'  ground  as  (he  pre^nt  opposition*  What 
then  is  the  consequence  f     . 

f  am,  Sir,  &c-. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


,  ( 
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/     -  .     ,    '        .  -  .       •  .. 

.70    SIR  GUT    CAKLlCTON. 

I  cb  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  yoiu;  JBxcellejicy 
letters  from  tbp  masters,  of  two  flag  strips,  w^icb  have  ar- 
riv^d  in  this  port  with  Ani^ricao  prisoners*.  I  )2ave  sent, 
the^  in  by  Mr  Jobo  Greene,  oqe  of  tbe  persons  tb^t  canie 
in  the  Symnnetiy)  wlio  wjU.bring  su^b  prdet^.as  your  Exr 
,  oeljency  ,inay  tbiuk  proper  to  tf^u^mit  to  those  gentj^roen. 
I  have  further  to  nientioD,  Sjr,  that  I  jnt^Qd.deliveripg^tp 
one  of  tbeco  syKh  British  iqariue.-.prisooeT'S^as.piay  be  in 
this  plape  or  it^  v^ioinity,  ^when  they. depart,  provided  tb^r 
rc^cejpt  shall  be  deemed  a  proper  evidence  of  U)b  delivery^ 
Qpi  a  setilement.of  U)e  9cco4itxt  bereaft^r.  ,0a,  this  poiot 
I  shall  he  happy  to  learn  youj*  scniimepts.  Xi  migtu.b^ve 
been  more  proper  to.  have  /addressed  myself  to  Admiral 
Uigbyt  especially  as  Mr  Gri^oue  cairri.es  Uie  du^iUcaies  of 
a  former  letter  to  him.  BAit.as  the  Kipg^s  servants  in 
J^nj^ncl.have  placed.the  na^s^rs  of  these  flags  under  your 
EacceJlenoy's  directions,  I  was  led  to  conclude,  that  if  the 
qpDcurreope  of  tl)e;  Admiral  should,  be  ^lecessaryj.  you 
would  take  the  trouble  of  obtaiqiog,  it. 

I  b^ve  the  honor,  to  be,  with  perfect  respec^  tsLQr 

RQBEI^T^IOUBIS. 


TO    ilAifiXAMDER    HAMILTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  August  28th,  1762. 

Sir, 
1  have  duly  received  your  several  favors  of  the  22d  and 
27th  of  July,  and  10th  and  13th  of  August.     My  not  an* 
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sweriiig  th^m  is  owing  to  causes  wfaicb  you  will  easily  con- 
ceive ;  for  you  will  easily  conceive  the  multiplicity  of 
objects  to  wbicb  1  must  turn  my  attention.  1  am  very 
sorry  to  learn  that  you  can  no  tenger  continue  b  the  office 
of  Receiver.  It  would  have  given  me  great  pleasure  that 
you  should  have  done  so,  because!  am  sure  that  you 
would  have  rendered  very  signal  services  to  the  public 
cause.  This  you  will  now  do  in  another  line,  more  import- 
ant as  it  is  more  extensive ;  and  the  justness  of  your  sen- 
timents 00  public  affairs,  induce  my  warm  wish  thai  you 
may  find  a  place  in  Congress  so  agreeable,  that  you  may 
be  induced  to  comioue  in  it.  * 

I  am  sorry  to  learn,  that  any  letter  of  mine  should 
have  given  offence  ;  but  I  conclude  that  this  efiect  must 
follow  from  many  partsof  my  writitigs  and  conduct;  be- 
cause the  steady  pursuit  of  what  appears  to  be  die  true 
line  of  duty  will  necessarily  cross  the  various  oblique  views 
of  interest  and  opinion.  To  oflbnd  is  sometimes  a  fiiult, 
always  a  misfortune.  The  letter  in  question  is,  I  suppose, 
under  the  date  of  the  11th  of  December,  of  which  I 
enclose  you  a  copy.  Let  me  at  the  same  time  assure 
you,  that  in  all  your  excellent  letter  of  the  ,12th  instant,  I 
most  esteem  the  clause  now  ia  question,  because  it  con- 
tains that  use6jl  information  which  is  least  common.  I 
will  make  no  apologies  for  the  letter,  to  any  one,  because 
apologies  are  rarely  useful,  aad  where  the  intention  has 
been  good,^  tbey  are  to  candid  minds  unnecessary.  Pos- 
sessed of  the  facts  you  can  guard  against  nusrepresentation, 
and  I  have  found  that  to  be  die  most  hostile  weapon,  which 
either  my  personal  or  political  enemies  have  been  able  to 
wield  against  me. 

I  have  not  even  yet  seen  the  resolutions  of  your  Legis- 
VOL.  XII.  32 
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lature,  relative  to  en  extensioD  of  the  powers  of  Congress. 
I  bad  9upposied  the  same  reason  for  tfaem  that  you  have 
expressed.  Indeed  power  is  generally  such  a  darling 
object  with  weak  minds,  that  they  must  feel  extreihe  re- 
luctance to  bid  it  farewell ;  neither  do  I  believe  that  any- 
thing will  induce  a  general  consent  to  part  with  it,  but  a 
perfect  sense  of  absolute  necessity.  This  may  arise  from 
two  sources,  the  one  of  reason  the  other  of  feeling;  the 
former  more  safe  and  more  uncertain,  the  latter  always 
secure  and  often  dangerous.  It  is,  my  Dear  Sir,  in  cir- 
cumstances like  these,  that  a  patriotic  mind  seeking  the 
great  good  of  the  whole  on  enlightened  principles,  can  best 
be  distinguished  from^  those  vulgar  souls,  whose  narrow 
optics  can  see  but  the  little  circle  of  selfish  concerns.  Un- 
happily such  souls  are  but  too  common,  and  but  too  often 
fill  the  seats  of  digqity  and  authority.  A  firm,  wise, 
manly,  system  of  federal  government,  is  what  I  once 
wished,  what  I  now  hope,  what  I  dare  not  expect,  but' 
what  I  will  not  despair  of. 

Your  description  of  the  mode  of  collecting  taxes,  con- 
tains an  epitome  of  the  follies,  which  prevail  from  one  end 
of  the  continent  to  the  other.  There  is  no  end  to  the 
absurdity  of  human  nature  ;  mankind  seem  to  delight  in 
contrast  and  paradox,  for  surely  nothing  else  could  sanc- 
tify (during  a  contest  on  the  precise  point  of  being  taxed 
by  our  own  consent)  the  arbitrary  police,  which  on  this  sub- 
ject, almost  universally  prevails.  God  grant  you  success 
in  your  views  to  amend  it.  Your  ideas  on  the  subject 
are  perfectly  correspondent  to  my  own.  As  to  your  doubt 
on  the  mode  of  collecting  it,  I  would  wish  to  obviate  it  by 
the  observation,  ihnt  the  further  off  we  can  remove  tbe 
appointment  of  collectors  from  popniar  influence,  the  more 
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efiectu^l  will  be  their  operations;  and  the  more  they 
conform  to  the  views  of  Congress,  the  more  effectually  will 
they  enable  that  body  to  provide  for  general  defence.  In 
political  life,  the  creature  will  generally  pay  some  defer- 
ence to  the  creator.  The  having  a  double  set  of  officers 
is  indeed  an  evil^  but  a  good  thing  is  not  always  to  be  re- 
jected because  of  that  necessary  portion  of  evil,  which  in 
the  course  of  things  must  be  attached  to  it.  Neither  is 
this  a  necessary  evil,  for  with  a  proper  federal  government, 
anny,  navy,  and  revenue,  the  civil  administration  might 
well  be  provided  for,  by  a  stamp  act,  roads  (ly  turnpikes, 
and  navigation  by  toHs. 

The  account  you  give  of  the  State  is  by  no  means  flat- 
tering ;  and  the  more  true  it  appears,  the  more  concern  it 
gives  me.  The  loan  I  hope  will  be  completed,  and  I  wish 
\be  whole  amount  of  the  tax  may  be  collected.  The  forage 
plan  I  have  disagreed  to,  and  enclose  for  your  information, 
the  copy  of  my  letter  on  that  subject  to  the  Quarter  Mas- 
ter .General.  I  believe  your  State  is  exhausted,  but  per- 
haps even  you  consider  it  as  being  more  so  than  it  is. 
The  certificates,  which  now  .form  a  useless  load,  will  (if 
the  United  States  adopt,  and  the  several  States  agree, 
to  a  plan  now  before  Congress)  become  valuable  pro- 
perty. This  will  afford  great  relief.  The  scarcity  of 
money  also  may  be  immediately  relieved,  if  the  love  of 
popular  favor  would  so  far  give  way  to  the  love  of  public 
good,  as  to  enforce  plentiful  taxation.  The  necessity  of 
having  money,  will  always  produce  money.  The  desire 
of  having  it  produces,  you  see,  so  much  as  is  necessary  to 
gratify  the  desire  of  enjoying  foreign  luxuries.  Turn  the 
stream,  which  now  flows  in  the  channels  of  commerce,  to 
those  of  revenue,  and  the  business  is  completed.     Unfor- 
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tunately  for.  us^  this  is  an  operatbn  which  requires  forti- 
tade,  perseveraace,  virtue,  and  which  cannol  be  effected 
by  the  weak  or  wicked  minds,  who  have  only  partial,  pr^ 
vate,  or  interested  views. 

When  1  consider  the  exertions,  which  the  country 
has  already  made,  under  striking  disadvantages,  ai^d  with 
astonishing  prodigality  of  national  wealth,  by  pernicious 
modes  of  apj^ying  it,  1  persiiade  myself  that  regular 
consistent  efibrts  would  produce  much  more  than  you 
suppose. 

For  your  accurate,  clear,  and  comprehensive  descripuon 
of  general  and  particular  characters,  sentiments,  and  opin- 
ions, accept  my  sncere  thanks  and  warm  approbatbn. 
They  do  equal  justice  to  your  talents^  both  for  observation 
and  description* 

Mr  Duer^s  attention  to  the  business  of  his  contract,  is 
very  pleasing  to  me,  and  honorable  to  himself.  I  am  very 
sorry  that  he  should  lose  by  it,  but  to  avoid  this  as  much 
as  possible,  1  am  determined  to  support  him  hy  liberal  ad- 
vances so  soon  as  it  shall  be  in  my  power  to  do  it. 
I  pray  you  to  believe  me  to  be  yours,  hLc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   GJBOROE   WASHINGTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  Augoat  29th,  1782. 

Sir, 
I  have  now  to  address  you  on  a  subject,  which  cannot 
be  more  painful  to  you  than  it  is  to  me.  I  am  determined 
to  act  justly,  and  therefore  when  I  find  that  1  shall  be  un- 
able to  pay  the  contractors,  I  will  give  theqn  due  notice  in 
season.     This  period  is  fast  approaching,  and  unless  the 
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States  make  infinitely  greater  exertions  than  they  have 
hitherto  done,  it  must  soon  arrive.  To  comprise  this  mat- 
ter in  a  short  compass,  your  army  is  fed  at  a  dollar  for 
nine  rations,  or  three  dollars  and  a  third  per  month  to  feed 
a  soldier*  Twentyfour  thousand  rations  per  day  would 
tbereibre  ao^ount  to  eighty  thousand  dollars  monthly, 
which  is  more  than  bad  beep  paid  by  all  the  States  on 
the  1st  instant.  The  object  of  this  letter.  Sir,  is  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  consider  how  your  army  is  to  be  sub- 
sisted or  kept  tc^ether,  if  I  am  obliged  to  dissolve  the 
contracts.  I  pray  that  Heaven  may  direct  your  mind  to 
some  mode  by  which  ^we  may  be  yet  saved.  I  have  done 
all  that  I  could,  and  given  repeated  warnings  of  the  conse- 
quences, but  it  is  like  preaching  to  the  dead.  Every  ex- 
ertion I  am  capable  of  shall  be ,  continued  while  there  is 
the  least  glinTmering  of  hope. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 

*  August  29th.  Mr  Duane,  Arthur  Lee,  Abraham  Clark,  and 
Samuel  Osgood,  a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  came  this  morning  and 
proceeded  in  their  business.  They  desired  me  to  make  out  an  ac- 
count of  aU  the  moneys  that  haye  come  into  my  hands,  and  those 
which  I  have  paid.  They  asked  the  reasons  for  employing  Mr 
Swanwick,  and  proceeded  in  other  parts  of  t£eir  inquiry  until  the 
hour  for  going  to  Congress  airived.  They  inquired  into  the  reasons 
for  appointing  Receivers  of  Continental  taxes  in  each  State,  and  Mr 
Clark  expressed  doubts  of  my  authority  to  make  those  appointments. 
I  therefore  produced  the  Acts  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  November, 
1781,  which  satisfied  him  on  that  point.  I  infbrmed  the  Committee, 
that  my  reasons  for  making  new  appointments,  in  preference  to  tm- 
ployiag  the  Loan  officers,  were  first,  the  iioan  officers  have  not  set- 
tlctd  their'accounts  with  the  United  States,  and  some  of  them  have 
long  accounts  depending ;  secondly,  although  some  of  them  may  be 
fit,  all  are  not ;  thirdly,  had  the  money  paid  by  the  States,  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  year,  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Loan 
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TO    GEORG]^   WASHINGTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  August  SOth,  1782, 

Sir, 
My  leuer  of  the  29thy  which  is  eoclosed,  I  have  written 
for  two  reasons ;  one  that  you  may  be  informed  and  I  may 
stand  justified  in  every  respect,  should  the  event  take 
place  ;  the  other,  which  is  the  principal  one,  that  you  may 
found  a  warm  application  on  it  to  the  States.  You  will,  I 
hope,  keep  this  entirely  to  yourself.  Ypu  will  see,  that  I 
have  not  intrusted  a  view  of  it  to  my  Secretary,  or  to  any 
of  the  clerks.  The  effect  of  your  application  must  depend 
on  raising  a  very  general  alarm. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &C.  , 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 

officers,  the  people  entitled  to  the  inteiest  on  tioan  Office  certifi- 
cates,  isBued  by  these  gentlemen,  would  have  been  very  clamorous 
for  payment.  They  would  not  have  entered  into,  or  admitted  the 
distinction  of  moneys  granted  for  revenue  or  for  current  expenses  of 
the  year.    Diary, 

*  September  3<{.  This  day  1  requested  a  Committee  of  Congress  fbr 
a  conference.  Mr  Rutledge,  Mr  Osgood,  and  Mr  Madison,  were 
appointed,  and  I  proposed  to  them  to  present  the  seventy fotur  gin 
ship,  America,  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty ;  who  has  lately  lost 
Le  Magnifique,  a  seventyfour  gun  ship,  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  The 
Committee  were  unanimously  of  opinion  with  me,  that  this  unfortu- 
nate incident  afforded  Congress  an  opportunity  of  showing  a  mark 
of  the  sincerity  of  their  attachment  to  their  ally,  by  enabling  his 
Minister  to  continue  the  force  of  his  fleet  at  a  time  when  it  could 
not  otherwise  be  done. '  Besides  the  propriety  which  there  is  in 
showing  this  mark  of  attachment  and  gratitude  to  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  I  have  several  other  strong  and  pointed  reasons,  which  in* 
duced  me  to  propose  and  always  to  support  this  measure.  The  want 
of  money  in  our  treasury  to  fit,  equip,  and  man  this  ship,  is  amongst 
the  number.     Diofry. 
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TO    THE    PB£SXDBVT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance^  September  9th,  1782. 

Sir, 

1  did  myself  the  honor  to  propose,  in  my  letter  of  the 
30th  of  July  last,  the  borrowing  .of  four  millions  of  dollars 
for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year.  It  always  gives  me 
pain  to  repeat  any  application  to  Congress,  because  it  is 
my  duty  to  suppose  they  pay  every  proper  attention  to 
those  things,  which  are  submitted  to  their  consideration. 
But  I  must  take  the  liberty,  on  this  occasion  to  observe, 
that  the  many  engagements  I  have  been  compelled  to 
make  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  public  service  to 
the  present  moment,  will  all  fall  due  between  this  and  the 
first  of  next  year. 

My  prospects  of  relief  from  the  revenues  of  America 
are  slender  indeed.  As  a  safe  opportunity  for  Europe 
will  offer  in  a  few  days,  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  con- 
sider that  the  moments  are  precious.  They  will  consider, 
that  I  cannot  act  in  this  business  without  their  authority, 
and  that  it  will  cake  some  days  to  prepare  the  necessary 
despatches,  even  after  that  authority  is  given;  I  hope, 
Sir,  that  I  shall  not  be  understood  as  desiring  to  precipi- 
tate any  acts  or  resolutions.  We  are  fast. approaching  to 
the  winter.  If  everything  could  be  ready  by  the  15th  of 
this  month,  we  could  not  reckon  on  the  arrival  of  des- 
patches at  Paris  before  the  beginning  of  November.  A 
month  is  but  a  short  period  to  transact  this  important  busi- 
ness^ and  this  would  not  leave  another  month  for  the 
winter's  passage  back. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8z;c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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Offic*  of  Finance,  September  9th,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  dates  of  the  enclosed  letters  will  show  jroQ  my  ex- 
treme reluctance  to  wound  your  mind  with  the  anxieties 
which  distress  my  own.  At  the  time  they  were  written, 
I  was  sore  pressed  on  every  quarter ;  but  a  gleam  of  hope 
broke  in  upon  me,  and  induced  me  to  bear  up  stiii  longer 
against  the  torrent  of  demands,  which  was  rushing  upon 
me.  These  would  long  since  have  overwhelmed  me,  bad 
I  bieen  supported  only  by  the  revenues  drawn  from  the 
States. 

At  length,  however,  my  other  resodrces,  which  are 
nearly  exhausted,  have  become  useless  by  the  total  stag- 
nation of  trade,  owing  to  the  expectations  of  peace.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  other  dependence  left-but  the  taxes,  and, 
ur?8ss  these  become  immediately  productive  of  funds  suffi- 
cient to  feed  our  troops,  I  need  not  describe  the  conse- 
quences. Ah*eady  I  am  in  arrears,  in  spite  of  my  effiirts. 
I  am  determined,  however,  to  continue  those  efforts  to  the 
last  moment,  but  at  present,  I  really  know  not  which  way 
to  turn  myself. 

With  the  most  sincere  esteem,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MESSjaS    WlbLINK   &   CO.,   AMSTKB]>AM. 

Office  of  Finaaice,  SeptexAber  Sl4th,  1782. 

Gentlemen, 
Presuming,  ifrom  the   letters  of  yourself  and   of  Mr 
Adams,  that  the  loan  opened  on  account  of  the  United 
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States  of  Americfa  tinder  your  auspices  is'  fflfedf,  I  do 
myself  the  honor  to  enclose  you  sundry  acts*  of  Congress; 
by  which  you  will  see  that  the^  amount  is  subject  to  niy 
disposal;  Whatever  measures  I  may  take^  yod  win  froM 
time  tc  time  receive  due  notice  of^  unless  the  rotscanribge 
of  letters' by  the  accidents  to  which  tfoey  ar^  at  present 
subjected  should  prevent. 

I  have  now  in  view  a  money  negotiation,'  which  may  of 
may  not  take  place  according  to  ctrcumstancies,  btit  vAi&i 
will  probably  be  accomplished,  to  the  amount  of  from  one 
to  two  miflions  of  florins.  If  it  should  be  efl%«cted,  M^sfsnf 
Le  Couteuk  &  Co.  bankers  at  Paris,  will  'haVe '  occasion  td 
draw  on  you.  I  am  now,  therefore,  to  desire  tAat  the  bills 
drawn  by  that  house  to  whatever  amount,  be  punctoally 
honored  and  paid  on  account  of  the  United  Stktes.i  It  is 
in  a  reliance  on  this  that  I  shall  take  my  meastures,  and 
a  failure  of  payment  would  be  attended  with  the  worst 
consequences. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect;  &^; 

ROBERT  MORHIS. 


TO    MESSRS    LE    COUTEULX   &   CO.,    PARIS. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  24th,  1782. 

G^tlemen, 
Enclosed  you  have  letters  of  this  date  to  the  bouse  of 
Messrs  Le  Coiiteulx,  at  Cadiz,  and  to  Wilhelm  and 
Jan  WiHink,  Nicholas  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  De  la 
Land  and  Fynj^,  at  Amsterdam.  These  two  letters,  which 
!  am  to  request  that  you  will  forward,  are  left  open  for  your 
perusal,  and  will  explain  to  you  the  object  which  I  now 
have  in  view. 

VOL.  XII.  33 
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T}^e  United  States  having  moneys  io  HoUaDd,  which  are 
very  necessary  for  tbe  p^ublic  service  here,  I  h^ve  deemed 
U  best  to  brmg  them  through  the  Havana,  for  the  foHowing 
seasons..  First,  bills  of  exchange  cannot  be  negotiated  here 
to.tl)^  necessary  amount,  and  are  even  then  negotiated  at 
the  rate  of  tUrteen  per  cent  /lisQauot.  Setoondlyt  a?  it  is, 
therefore,  necessary  to  import  money,  tbe  risk  is  less  from 
tbe  Havana  :tba0  from  Europe.  Thirdly,  it  might  net  be 
agreeable  to  the  prejudices  of  many  to  draw  from  Europe 
their  circulating  qoui ;  and,  fourthly,  1  expect  tliat  a  con- 
siderable gain  will  be  made  pn  the  negotiations. .  Thus, 
for  instance)  to  take  it  in  its  greatest  exteitf,  I  am  irJormed 
that  bills  on  Cadiz,  at  thirty  days'  sight,. sell  ct  the  Havana 
for  an  advance  of  eight  per  cent ;  and  that  bills  on  Paris 
S^ll  at  Cadiz,  for  an  advance  of  nine^per  cent ;  and  there 
is  also  an  advance  on  bills  drawn  from  Paris  on  Amster- 
dam ;  to  which  may  be  added,  that  a  considerable  time  is 
also  gained  in  these  Various  negotiations  ;  and,  therefore,  if 
any  benefit  can  be  derived  to  the  United  States  from  that 
circumstance^  you  will  govern  yourself  accordingly.  In 
thiS|  as  well  as  in  every  other  circumstance  relating  to  tbe 
business,  I  have  on  you^  Gentlemen,  the  most  perfect 
reliance. 

I  think  it  will  be  best  for  you  to  know  immediately  of 
tbe  gentlemen  in  Amsterdam,  whether  they  will,  answer 
your  drafts  to  the  amount ;  because,  if  they  should  raise 
any  obstacles  in  the  way,  those  n^ay  be  removed  in  season 
from  this  country,  provided  an  eoily  notice  be  transmitted  ; 
for  1  expect  you  will  receive  this  letter  by  the  time  Mr 
reaches  the  Havana,  if  not  before :  and  I  do  not 
suppose  tliat  his  bills  can  reach  Cadiz  in  less  liian  two 
months ;  and,  of  course,  at  one  usance  only  (and  they 
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shall,  if  that  can  be  9one  without  loss,  be  drawn  at  two 
usances)  they  will'  not  be  payable  until  three  months,  and 
then  if  time  is  necessary,  you  will  direct  the  house  in 
Cadiz  (o  draw  at  two  usances  more,  which  will  bring  the 
business  to  between  five  and  six  months  from  your  receipt 
of  tny  letters.    At  any  rate,  it  will  not  do,  that  Mr  's 

bills  be  protested ;  I  must  rely  on  you  to  prevent  an  acci- 
dent, which-  would  be  attended  with  such  fatal  conse- 
quences, and  shall  take  measures  to  put  you  in  a  capacity 
to  answer  them  seasonably. 

With  perfect  respect,  &c. 

.  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

P.  S.  Tou  will  observe,  that  there  is  in  the  foregoing 
letter,  a  blank  for  the  name  of  the  person  wlio  is  to  be  em- 
ploj'ed  ill  this  busiriess;  The  reason  is,  that  the  gentle- 
man I  spoke  to  on  the  subject,  is  prevented  by  the  circum- 
stances  of  his  family  from  going  to  Havana.  I  shall  write 
to  you  further  on  the  subject  when  I  shall  have  taken  oilier 
arrangements.  R.  M» 


TO   B.  VBAFXZ.INy   JOHN   ADAMS,   AND  JTOBN  JAT.,, 

Office  of  Fintoce,  September  25th,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  perusa}. 

Acts  of  Cotigress  of  the  27th  of  November  and  3d  of 

December,  17S1,  and    the   14th   and  dd   instant.     In 

consequence  I  have  to  request,  that  all  the  bills  hilh- 

* 

erio  drawn  by  authority  of  Congress  be  pa/d  and  the 
accounts  of  those  transactions  closed.  After  this  is 
done^  and  t  hope  and  believe  that  whV&  I  am  writing 


1 


tbiff  letter  it  m^y  bav^  been  alren^y  accpmplisbfd^  7091 
infill  bfs  freied  (rom  the  torment  aad  perple^^ity  of  afc- 
tendioyg  to  xnogxey  matters* 

I  am  persuaded  that  this -con9ideratiQn  will  be  highly 
pleasing  to  yoM^  as  suoh  things  must  necessarily  inter- 
fere with  your  more  imporUnt  attention.  I  have  Ic^g 
sio^ce  requested  the  Secretary  of  Foreign,  Afiairs  to 
desire  you  would  appoint  an  agent  or  attoroey  here, 
to  receive  and  remit  your  salary,  which  will  be  paid 
quarterly  ;  in  the  meantime  it  is  paid  to  him  for  your 
use.  As  to  any  contingent  expenses  which  may  arise^ 
I  shaHyeadlly  leakeihe  necessary  advances  upon  Mr 
Livingston's  application.  These  arrangements  will,  I 
ii0pe,  be  both  useful  and  agreeable  to  you. 
I  amy  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  &c 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  JOHK   ADAMS. 
.  Office  of  Finance,  Septombcr  27th,  1788. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
sueeess  xd  y^Mr  patriotic  tobors  i*  Holland.  The 
general  tribute  paid  to  y'our  abilities  on  this  occasion, 
will  so  well  dispense  with  the  addition  of  my  feeble 
yoicO;  that  I  shall  spare  your  delicacy  the  j)^in  of  ez- 
pr^ssiif^  my  ^entimi^ntii. 

-The  enclosed  resolutiops  and  copieS:  of  lett(Eirs  will 
convey  to  you  ^p  fully  the  views,  of  Qoa^ss,  and  ex- 
jplain  so  ^learl^  my  conceptions  on  the  sul]|ject^  that 
very  little  iieed  be  added.  If  the  applipation  to  France 
should  fail  o^tr^ccess^  which  I  qannot  peroiit  myself  to 
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believ?,  you  \^ill  tfcw  tiave  a  pew  ixppoittvinitf  of 
dKiwing  tb»  loflueoco  jr/Ou  liave  «equwed  over  the 
minds  4>f  jooen  in  the  cpuotry'  where  yt>u  r e»idei  and 
^  4dK6riu]g'  it  IB  the  naonep  laofit  beneficial  to  our 
ooayiiry.  » 

Before  J  condude  this  letter ,  I  tnuet  congrftUilate 
your  KxeellcAey  ou  Uie  9iioo^s$  of  the  loaa  you  Ihlto 
»Ii;eady^  opened  y  whUh  I  eohsider  ja  being  .by  this  time 
«empl0lieid. 

WjQth  perfect  rei(ieet»  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

:        ROBERT  MORRIS. 


r    TO  ificefidis  &£  coa^rjffuLiL  ik.  oo. 

Office  of  finance,  September  SfTth,  1782. 

GeatlemeD) 

I  wriite  to  Br  Franktin  «ndcv  this  date  to  place  in 
your  iunids  five  hundred  tiiousand  dollars,  as  soon  as 
he  possflily  can«  '  I  bof^e  it  may  be  effected  speedily. 
My  objecl  in  auJcing  Ihis  deposit  is,  that  you  may 
remit  to  the  amount  of  that  sum  to  the  Havana,  pro^ 
yided  biUa  on  that  pla^  can  be  purchased  at  a  discount 
of  twenty  five  per  cent;  by  which  I  mean,  that  seven- 
tyfive  dollars  in  Europe  should  purchase  one  hundred 
dollars  in  Havana,.  If  tbe  negotiations  cannot  be 
effected  upon  those  terms,  you  will  retain  the  money 
in  yoi!ir  hands  subject  to  my  after  direction.  I  sup- 
pose Uiiai  thoser  or  better  terms,  ^ao  bp  obtained  for  the 
followUig  xe«^iis. 

Tk^  persoe  whp  has  money  in  the  Havana^  by 
j^lipj^  WH?  wijl  immedi^iltely  possess  himself  of  the 
4i9ipu9t  Scf  wbifth  tbey  «re  aojld.  j  gn4  thf  n^foi'e,  ^llp^- 
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ing  time  for  the  bills  to  ^  over  arid  ^  be  presented, 
with  the  thirty  days  of' payment,  and  the  farther  time, 
which  would  be  necessary  to  remit  that  money  from 
the  Havana  to  Cadiz,  and  he  would  gain  from  eight  to 
tvvelve  months'  time,  which  is  itself  inrfportant ;  but  in 
addition  to  this,  there  is  the  duty  of  nine  per  cent  on 
exporting  cash  from  the  Havana ;  a  freight,  which  is  I 
suppose  considerable  ;  a  risk  which  is  very  great,  and 
perhaps  a  farther  duty  on  the  arrival  at  Cadis.  To 
which  may  be  added,  the  advance  on  biils  drawn  at 
Cadiz  on  the  different  parts  of  Europe. 

If  you  can  accomplish  the  negotiation  on  the  terms 
I  have  mentioned,  you  will  then  remit  the  bills  to  a 
good  house  in  the  Havana,  to  receive  the  money  and 
hold  it  subject  to  my  order;  and  you  will,  if  you  can, 
fix  the  terms  on  which  that  House  are  to  do  the  busi- 
ness. Whether  anything  of  this  sort  takes  place  or 
not,  I  am  to  request  that  ycMi  will  give  me  every  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  whieb  you  can  a(iquire. 

t  am,  Geotkmen,  your  mo0t  obedient  and  humble 
servant, 

ROB£RT  MORRIS. 


.TO  B.    VRAKKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  S7th,  178S. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  AcU  of 
Congress  of  the  I4lh  and  23d  instant,  together  with 
the  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  30lh  of  July,  covering 
the  estimates  for  the  year  1783.  These  estimates  are 
not  yet  finally  decided  on.    By  the  Act  of  the  14th 
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you  are,  as  you  por-eeiv^,  injitrtteted  to.  communicate 
the  resolution  for  borrowing  four  millions  of  dollars, 
to  his  Most  Christian/ Mftjesty  ;  and  first,  to  assure  bis 
Majesty  of  the  high  sense,  yrhich  the  Uni4ed  States  in 
Coflgress  assefnbled*  entertain  of  his  friendship  and 
generous  exertions.  Seeoodly^  their  reliance  on  a 
continuance  of  thefli ;  ^nd  thirdly,  the  necessity  of  ap« 
ply.iilg  to  his  Majtoty  on  the  present  ocoasion. 

From  this,.aod  even  more  particularly  from  the  Act 
of  the  2&d,  you  will  see,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  Con*- 
gr^s  to  obtain  this  money  from  or  by  means  of  the 
JLingi  After  the  decisive  expressions  contained  in 
tho^e  resolutions,  of  th6  sense  of  our  Sovereign,  I  am 
SMre  that  it  is. unnecessary  f(>r  me  to  attempt'  anything 
like  argument  to  induce  your  exertions.  I  shall, 
X\»n^[fme<,  rather  confine  myself  to  giving  information^ 
The. gratoful  sense  of  the  King's  exertions,  which  has 
so  warmly  inipressed  your  bosom, .  operates  with  us- 
■  dijninisbe4  force  upofn  Confess  ;  and  what  is  of  more 
importance,  in  a  country  .like,  oqjrs,  has*  the  strongest 
Lnfiuence  upon  the  whole  whig  interest  of  America. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  King's>  Minister  here 
hasi  given  his  Courts  regulfff  information  on  this  and 
every  other  st*bject  of  equal  importance,  and«  therefore, 
any  general  assiiranees  on.  your  part  wUl  be  compli- 
joentary,  and  in  aofxie  degree  superBaous.  But  there 
is  a  kind,  of  knoindedge  not  easily  attainable  by  for- 
eigners  in  i^ny  country,  particularly  on  «uch  a  matter 
as  the.  pr^Kut.  It  is  hot  amiss,  therefore,  that  I  should 
convey  it  to  you,  and  your  good  sense  will  apply  it  in 
the  mosjtn  proper  manner.  You  (of  all  men  in  the 
world)  are  not  now  to  learn,  that  the  sour  English 
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pnejudiets  qprnfti  everythteg  Fnsitoh^  h«d  tttkeA  d<eep 
root  in  t&e  nrfiids  of  Americai  It  edtikl  not  biPtO'been 
egtpected  ttrat  this  sheold  be  oUttoralMt'  itf  ir  moment. 
But  by  d«gre«8  alnmt  every  trace  of  it'  ha^  bcfen 
efikeedi.  The  conduct  of  Briteiw  bM^  weaned  on  fnHH 
our  attachmeits^  and  those  very  attichnfietitii  h«vo*bedii 
tesnalerrtd^  in  a  gveat  meaeare,  to  France. 

Whatever  re«faiflp»  of  monaiiehieai  dtspottltidnr  etisli 
are  diapoeing  thefnaelvoa^  fist  to  a  eeoneidon  i;H«h>  the 
French  monarchy;  lor  the  British  adherents  begin  to 
feel  the  pnogs  of  a  deep  despahf,  whieh'  mest'  ^nerafU 
a  dieep:  aversioo^  fFhe  British  army  bere^  felfe  the 
■otional  lioi:^btinesB>inoreased  by  Ibe  0on<t^mp1riivbreh> 
as  Engitsbmeii,  &ey  eeuid  not  bet  feel  for  fhbse'  who 
hod  combined  against  the  freedeiki  of  theit  ewn 
eountvy.  Every  parti  ef  their  edndncS/  ^ereA>re, 
toivardst  the  tories,  wUle^  they  flaHeiectf  tbetxusdves 
with  viielory  abowedi  bow  nraeh  t^ey  despised'  (heit 
American  fricmlsL  New  thai  a  reverse' of  feqrt^ne  has 
baenght  oni  a  Ih&lk  coiaeidemtien>  they  find  a*  teHkl  sep^ 
araiion  frotn  this  country  tmavovdable.  They  oHist 
fesi!  for  theifiite^  q6  tftew'  country;  tftey  nrast^  there- 
fore, hfltte^.  but  lbey<  nmst  respect  uSf  too ;  white  their 
own  adiiecents  are  both  dete^Md  and^espisedl  Since 
Genoral  C&mleton's  arrival,  op  rather-  since  the  efaaci^ 
of  Ministers,  theiBriliish  have  sbfvwn  ^aO  their'  inten- 
sion is^  if  possible,  toeonciliatethereters  of  America; 
and:  by  the  influence  af  a  eomimon  language  and  simi<* 
larlaw^,  with  the  force  ofi  ancient  habits^  atvd<.  AMitiiftl 
friendbhipstnat  yet  forgotSeo,  notf  only  tor  renew  agsin 
the  commercial  intercourse,  bort  to  snbstitute  e  new 
federal  connexion  to  their  ancient  sovereignty  and 
dominion. 


>  '^hw  a8M|rlMiiiB>~^ftiiei«fi>re^  which  '43angre8»  hai^e 
dtretttdr  poiii  toi  f)iak»>  must  aioi^fae  •eonsUertd'  iti  the 
mwoiifer  of^  ibote  i4ir;com)piiiiitiiit8»  whiefc  are'  the.  O0ib^ 
men  eoriettoy  eecmali  ehttnge'^f.a.'Cmirt.  It  is  mtk 
«siii»mntfr4|n)ff^rt»dt  beetfoteit  i9<fiMBDded  iatrath,  aid 
jcilpro  inp()ttant' still  -beaaasel  it  is  djoteUid  by  the  afiee- 
tioa^. of  ft. peofde*  If  <I  -taaf  *  loentuDe  -  «n  opInioD  istiil 
furthfH'^^k  ia^prineipaUy  important  be^ai;ise  o£  the  evife- 
mt  atouaitioniof  ithiags.  The  sudiien  chango  of  BriCatB 
irdm  yeligiaaftceilind.wan  to  kindness  and  conmiiatidn 
«ii^  have  dfeots  ;'i«^>ithoae  effeeis,  whoiher .  they  be 
eonlanifa^oraffeetipn,'  wtU  diitpeni  iess^. . perhaps,  -m 
thibmithaii*  «if)MiQ  oth^n. '  It  oaanoi-'be^deiii bled:  that 
ttiey^llrmg  all  the  ebangesiupon^  their  ususil.- theme 
of  €hiUio:amhitidtft.«  ■-  They  will  aaturally  insinuate  the 
ideaV'that  Eniiioe'WJll.m^Mt;us:wheQ  we  have.sec7fid 
hiBr.piv|Mi8es;:4ndiit'w:i>utd  4»  very  :«liaDger  if  they 
did  iio4»t&iid4(ome:«oair«rts;aDKMDig:that  class « of^  pcHi|ike 
whjOi  w«Hild  sacri&se^  to  present  ease*  every  fotare  aesfr- 
sadeimjbioii. !  What  -I  'Jawre  said  jwill>..l  am  eorifidaiit, 
.ppt  yiMr  midd  into  (hetr^aofreflex^ioes^  which .aris^ 
oqUoI '«ar  siUiaiifOD^  atid  yioa  wiU^d|*aw  the.  psoplr 
ecmdusidns  axid  make- a  proper  ^fqireeiatioti  of  lifaeai.v 
•  -IDongceiB  h»*e'  directed  yde  further ,  io^exf^ress  to.dae 
King* their  reliance  nnio  .t2oiitiiiiiiitiooj«£  his  fitiendahip.  and 
iiWrtio|isv  >  i  *  faave^-  iia  donbt  1 1  hat  a  full  beM^  .of  thiS'  re- 
'liaaee  sirill.. bet  easily  lindblcBlBd^^  Inde^,  1- a^pr(^b^9 
Aa^we  shall.beieoiisidered  as  felyiag  too  mMeli  o^FrsMice, 
or*. in  otber  words^  doing -teo  little  for  .pitrs^lves.  There 
inn;be:.no<8ort'or:,<)(}|iht4  tbata  gobdm^ment -may  be 
:raiaed.da»'  the  nisutil  jiesitionf  that  the  Aiatiod  whicb.  will 
-net  beep. iltpdf,  idtesin^  oMiit  .tbe.aid  oCatbers^.  aiQtd 
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BbouUert-iO'difttdbeei  bfiifre^ecali.iiiK^o.UoQciiltffr  -  bi 
«boKt,  if  tbo *a|)|tliQaitQa  Jb*  tebfatd  <» .  w^tM^  ooibing.flNi 
fae  Msier  tiuin.f^^ssigQ^verji  foiad.  nmaoM  wbjp^ii-k  iosm 
But  jroo  iiaire  voiy^jiMt^  mioaokedJcirMBt^  jnoni  letttnb 
tintt  it  ia  ppssibkio-get the  bettevki  :tifufnMt» ond  togtt 
Aoihing  ehfu  So  h'^tnigbt  be.heresJ  Trupt.  si^oby  ooi»> 
Mia  ill  nakaifp:  pfdpttr  dbttuctioii^^.,iiid  IfUB  wi9ilfitt  fn 
iakiiig'  iteierfniitaiioMi  iKiMrdiiig.  •lo^'th(»Q  .iiitliiietion& 
Xitfam^T' years  benoe^wbiat  tana  and  babil  imfiie' settled 
Jiiid  compleiitd  tbe  Ittoal  eodstiMbQ  «f  Ameaicfi,  CicB- 
•gres^tfuiU  oat  tbinborreljiig  oann^ioriiaff  thntthftJBotag, 
la^ivhbaei  ftdtice*  tbqr  appealed  «!  fko  oofl|MneBcain9iH.bf 
tbeiri£>pl|Maiuoa«  BqI>4m9i»  iaapeiidii .  io  tbe  -  progressiof 
ibingSy  aricricis  betwewi  lbo{iixior.'Of*.cMib«si«Bin'  abd-die 
iautboriqrof!  hws^ifiieo  rnbebakill'aiidimandganieQl  aie 
fM^siarjT.lo  tUaae.'wiN)  avi  dluuiged^ilb.a(bii}Bca|ariqg(tbe 
Mt(m^  oradMiibitA^ :  1  Jnve  abtady -taken  tictasik>»  au'o^ 
-serve^  iihat  ibe  present  kneeneqt ' « .  teiidered  *  jiafticutarijr 
4iMaati%  tbe  iaMmi  of  tbe»  ^taeBniy  ;  nnti  I  .waqld  imUI 
fctre,  (if  I  daree^  even,  id ^idea  io'8e|HniBiie .  GnngraiSB/  froqi 
tfa^eeirbey!  repneaenly)  tbaa  now/Hbovetall  odieriiieieaf'Goii- 
gipeaeitilst  Yeiyen'tl^/eseiitioqs'of  tbeir'sHy.  Tiiitt'sen- 
intient  weufii -open  to  bia  Majesty's  Mbistars  maayrdlec- 
itinnsi  tbe  least  of  wbtak>baa«it^  iiiatorial  conne^uon  witb.  ibe 
-tmeresis  of  bii  kingddiDi  But  nii  :arguaiieia  of  bo<  btife 
Wetgbt,'i|}'tliat  wbieb'appliee  itself  directly  to  tbe  bosons  of 
m  young  and  geoenNis  prince,  i«bo  would  be  greedy 
'Vesunded  to  see  tbai  teniplev  4)edicatbdntQ  bnmaniiy,  wbieh 
be  bes  taken -so  muob  pains  to  reari  Ml'ationeeioio  rains,' 
'by  a  remission  of  tbe  kut  caies,  <whiob.  are  ueeessaiy.liMr 
giting  solidity  to  tba  athict^nDe.    i  ^  tbbik  1  tiii^t  ^  add,  tbat 
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ther6.  ara4MH»r  eciniaioin'.bnfivhich  a  gedd  iteartis  tin  best 

Tlte  third  toyuc  cid  Orl^h^Congniss  Jitire  dkreeteNl  yte 
t«i  kI w»ll  u|ao»,,  lis  iJte  decesskj?  ^of  liieir .prrMOt .  nrp)]K6tM»»; 
and  4t' is  this  which  falls  most  particularly  witbki  ni}' 4l«(- 
fmrttfienk}  (aif>ld6u\i^mkiim  erery  sietilii»etit  6n  ili&^her 
ct^tev  k89l)eea'nibM  farcibly  Jneolostod  by  (be  MinisMr 
^ Foroigii lAffairis.  I  might  wiriteiv^iinieSjcm  oalri|ieceas»- 
ti«8»  aod  itolr  comiey  io  yioii  ^sa  aecurate  «n*idtetiaB  by  ihe 
rriaiioii  ofa  siogleiaci^Mwbicbfy0»»  may  see  in -tfaerpublte 
ttewsfM^epfw  Jt«i  that  4h9  lequi^ticms/if  last  Oet)6ber  for 
tigiit' mtibornSf  liari  .pi*oditced'Qti^  liie  ist'dayortlii»fia<in(li 
^ymm  Jtlimlred  tonj  'tireiKyfive>>lhoii$and  doUarsi  Yoti 
are^so  pcriieieily  a  >inliaat«r  of  everylbiit^  which. nehies  to 
ciicitlaiiba^  tliat  I  nbfd  not  aiite  ar>ythiag:o(  otir  enpsfisaa. 
¥ou  kriow.  ^aia  wltet  ^iiffire  iouf  ^eao wroe?  beyoM  taaaiion, 
and  therefore  ]^.ll({v^.amry<iTi|Keri^l  forTfomiiiigan.  ae^ 
enraleidaa  al  our  diatfressas.  Tlia>6rQa)biQsa!of.  the  m»m 
wiiich^iite  basnrpaidMwift  doubitesrastQitish' you  ^i.anf!;  it  is 
onJy  hy  conversation  or  a  long  history  that  you  cotiif^-sae 
why  il'JiarbcM^ao  ffksitiery  Tde/ftaojAfe are ruadoabtedly 
aUe  4o  {lay^  but  .tfaay.  havi^  eaatlf,  ^persasided  thcnneiifies 
iniiB['aioonvietian.of.ilieir.jowo'ifiabi|ity  (  and.iin  a.  gpwacB- 
4]i6iuirlik&,6iiirf  tba^bclibfiikrfiatat'thetbbgk  .:: 

LTii^pnoda of-hyiiigiBiHiJeii^ing  tmasiara  vieioiis> iq  the 
^estneine ;  ibe  fobhsi  >oan  biB  datnoMfxItedi;  ^bdt  wnuU  it 
.notilM-aL  new  tiiaBg*ubder.ltie  am^  tfaat<p«ople  sboakt  obey 
tba'.viacetof  Teatob?  .fizparieaiee.<Dftha'eVil  is  ahrtayaa 
/pUBKniiBBry  lo.<  ameiKkiieot,  and  is  firtqueady  wiahhs  «o 
^dfiftrifeiib..  Maay  wbosca  the  iiig)}ifoadf^.andr.ap|>povejt, 
cosftimip  toifdlibw  die  waoogiioad,  baoaose  it  leads  lo'  pop- 
uhdiiyu     The  kMas!«fi  popobrityri^  our-eBdeaital  disease. 


and  can  only  be  obecked  byachange  of  seaaovs.  When 
the  people  have  had  dear  experience  of  the  consequancas 
of  noc  beiag  lazed^th^  will  probably  work  the  praper 
-a«y«idniept,  boi  oar  necessities  ii»  tbe  iMmm  are  noi  the 
lasB  severe.  •  •  •  k 

To  (ell  America  m  sacb  a  eiiuaik>»^  that 'she  should  re* 
femn  ber  iaterior  admiiiistratibn,  wbeld  be  v«ry'  good  ad* 
viee^'initso  nagiact  aibrdiag  Iver  aidf,  and  tbfcreby  to  ksa 
the  capital  ohjeotf  ol>th«>war  ivootd  •  be: very  ^d  bondaat 
Tbeneoeasity  oi  the  pies^nt  aiypliea«bii>  for-  money  arisat 
iipom  tte '  ildeeBsHy  nf  'draariag  ky  j  degfetk  tbo  <b«i;id«'ef 
•auttMrity  together^  astaUi^ng  tbe<  ppwer  of  government 
ever  a  ^people  •iiafiaiient  of  control,  <  and*  eonBrmiiig  ;tfaa 
•iadaial  4ioiiin  of  iba  «^vi^rBl  Statist  by  ^orreotkig^  dafeots 
ki'tha  gmierai  eoc|9iiitutfOA«  tB  a  ^wtstd:  if  arises,  ^^om  iba 
rMdrasiiy  of  doitig that  infinite  variety' of*  tbings,  which  aie 
'fo>  be  dcmein  ahdkifaiic  •gbvernmant>,'pfoaed  in.  aaeii  deli- 
amte  circilmaiBnoes^  tliat  ^the  ptnpte  nnisc^  ba  •  wooed  aad 
won  to  do  tliair  duty  ta  tbaassdvasy  and  •  pursue  their  own 
'iaiefeats.      •.?•.-. 

'  Tbis  applioatiah  alfo*  becomea  ilva  more  neeessary^io 
iosdar  CD  obviate. the  efforts  of  that  British  faotkxi,  wbfeb4be 
•eaeMf  are  ndwiattempthigitd^exoitettmDiig  ua.^  Uiiharto 
indeed  they  have  beSn  unaeecei^Aily uakas  periiapa  wiAa 
vbry  fiaw  man,  wlie  are  i|oder  tlla  infiuanceof  disappointed 
laoabiim,  btit  nlucfa  tsaaafwiil  be  pacpiirad  wbea  thew  plans 
eve  Woogfat  <to  graatai*  matucky.  =  The  saVage  inroads  on 
lour^froiitiera  hav«  -  kept  up  tbe;  general  horrct  of  Britain. 
/Tbe^great.oapttiries  made>t>n  our .oeaats:  bare  /  alao  ratb^ 
■  enraged  than iotbatwise,  though  aueb-  oaptorailiavaf  ahrays 
-  tbe  ttirofoM  op^atkni  of 'makhig  people  arid)  for  *peace  as 
.  wail  ds  loV'  «ebeoge«     Bbtr  wfaeii  ibe  eneniy  sbali  quit  bar 
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coasts,  (and  they  have-ahreadf  slapped  the  inroads  of  their 
sairage  allies,)  if  the  people  are  urged  at  once  to  pay 
heavy  and  unusual  taxes,  it  may  draw  forth  «nd  give 
iiir&ig(it  ta.<M^giiiQdei»|[5,  whieti  the  boldi^st  etidissaries  w<|uld 
ool  )«t .  pr(980nt  hazard  the  ua^  of. 

.  1  b«v0  ali^y  obse^ml,  that  Congresa.wish  to  obUitD 
ihiar  money  eitller  from  or  Jby  meiMBs  of  the  King.  The 
•oiost^^aulious  prudeace  will,  justify  i»s  in .  confiding;  to  the 
wisdom  of  l)ia,])lioi«fters  ihe.porKaU  of  qmt  situcoioa*  Bu^ 
it^mi^t  not  be  irery  vivi«e  loejsplain  to  otbers^  those  reftsdds 
Im? 'tbe  appktaiioB,.  ifliieb  lie  so  deep  m  the  nature,  of 
iihiogs,  «8  «isily  •  to,  lOtcapi^ .  sup^rj&oial  obtecvef s.  J  sbaU 
«&cl^8».fti,o«ip>!  of  this  leder  toMr  Adoiqs,  and  you  ivW 
jbBid;a^^oa|iy^f5vi)9t.I  sny  to  bim 'On  tbe  siibj«etw^  I  b<^ 
4be  CmHfWJi  tdkie  suob  fK^efitures  as, Co^  fender  a^  effom 
'On  his.pliil  jurnieoesaary.  $  but  you  and  be .  mui^  decide  on 
ipbat  is  hi»iJ»  your  ootmivy^. 

•  1  inii9l>tmible.^voii^  still  fuirtbei;  oo  this/  sobjecty  witb.tbe 
!in«Bii0aof  i«liot :you:mU  indeed  ooUbct  ^roro  a  cursory 
«eadiog  a(  the  4«8oItttiQjiSy  4bat:Coagre$8thavJ^  tfae.  strongest 
^asoQjior .  tbeir  fffoftedore,  .wJbien  they  direct  yoiir  utmost 
•eedetvQss*  A0!  effect  idiis  ioan,.  ootivitbalaoding  the  ioformiir 
tion  oentemed  fo  youe  lelMso  If  tbe  war  is  to  be  carried 
on,  tbis'flid  ia.iikdispefisAhley  and  when  49btained,  will  eiia.- 
Ue  us  to,  act  rptOwerfuUy.  Je  rtbe^  piroacmtion  of  it»  .  If  a 
f»eece»l8kes  places  a  m  stiU  necesfiMy«)and:  as  it  is  the  last 
request  nbicbtwe  sbAll  tben  have  ^oiasiqo.iO  makei  1  oi^ 

not  think  it  will  be  refused*     In  a  word^Sir».we  BmA  have 

•  -        -  . 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  lienor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


070  *]l0BBIVrMOHM&* 

Office  of  Finance,  September  j^th,  1732. 

Sir*  • 

Bjr  rtny  \etwt  of  (bis  dam  yoci-wMI  fte-  kihtmtd  fX  Hm 
imentions  of  Congress,  to  pi'Ovkid  fnt  tk  pridcrpnl  p»rt  of 
ilie  expemitHirM  of  the  y«ar  1789^  by.  Kmmi.  I  etpect 
that  you  will  be  able  lo  obtain  the  four  ilittlfons*of  dollm^ft, 
eitlier  from  the  Corner,  &t  bf,  theit  'MBtMimce.  t  vrisli  ibr 
«A  irnfli^nt^  dte|yisitio»  of «  p»rt  in  4ie  folloti^Dg  mttim^r. 
Tiiaiilie  Court  of  Sftaiti  skouM  give  orders  for 'the  rtfip'' 
IneAt  of  a  millim  of  ilolhtrs  at  tb^,HavwMy  free  of  dutMtfy 
end  be  oenvofvd  by  cms  or  more  «bipe  of  the  Kne  »^  m 
Amerkfan  port  ^  the  nieoey  to  be  paid  to  them  dorw^  ibe 
yeav,  ki  Europe;  (  wish  this  iMrder  rtiey  be  eo  (fjfipefdiieii^ 
M  fiiat  Capiaifi  Bavfiey,  in  tiie  WMbkigfoi^  %  ulrliony  Ms 
tetter  goes^  may  tarry  it  oet  lo  die  Hevaita^ami  rcfeetve 
the  money,  which  will  by  thei -meane' eirrifb  licre  edne 
thne  during  the  winter^  aii4of  cburBeiKill»  I  .estpeioffGeme 
$ftfe)y  as  well  iH  seeeoaaUy^  I  wMi'thet  a  faelf  mitfiiMi  of 
doliaTe  may  be  paid  to  Aleairs  Le  Coeiettitt  <&  Gcs  aa 
ifom  as  poasible,  to  enable  ilieiii  loieaeeeete  thy  ordere  aa 
to  particolar  negoiiitidna,  which  I  coin(«ktb>  thenw  'VHie^ 
ever  elae  of  the  moway  is  obiained'  ie  Franoe^  wiil^  of 
ee»ra»e  be  paid'  to  Mr  Grand,  ani^aec  Hep  my  oedet^  If 
any  part  of  the- money  *  be  tiegmiated  tn^  Holland,  k  will  be» 
laupfvese,  prefper  to  Jeawe  it  in' die  iiaodaof-ttioie>  wlio 
wj^>liatei  the  loatH  Mifc|ecywmy  fortber  diipbakieiii 
lawi,  SKrv&e. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO  B,  w^A^^]um•. 

Offie«  (if  fiance,  September  SOth,  1782. 

9Mp(ied»itiffQffi|6^H9.you  ob^rv^,  tii^  ip^iglil  ^t^  im^ 
ta|9Q9  b»t  I  Hpp»  ifefry  are  »ow- Pn  Uv*  way»  for  if  tb«y 
nr^  10  lie  in  .  Fi!«vi<?Q  |t  ai  hi^svy  ei((>ense  of  $V9ras^»<»^* 
wiHt«  w^.  ^iff^ni  f()r 'tjb^  WAOU.  ^  wtil  beeven^vorsQ  4l4li 
tf  ili^y  wfire.liikQn.  Y^  «(|llfflpcj  by  the  lei^ra^,  wbi^^b.a^r^ 
to  go  wub  Ibis,  i)m  Mjt  BfMfchiy.kf.probJibiteid.rfAiTi  m^kinit 
wy  m^r^  fW!c])ikm^  m .  ai»:otin(  pf ;  rlie.  U<ou#4  Si^^t s. .  I 
owife^SyUva  (  impf^ove  o(  xb^9fd  \}p  Um  \n%fi^:$  ior  tbe 
pMilcbiise  oi  imn^e^sary^  Oiii^9  beciiu^e  ib^y  ar«  cbeafH 
ap|^%rs  to  bii  jii.very  groat.  #x4r9vagaf)jee.  W>  wan^  tb^ 
gHMIf(y  aa  inui^b  a^  aiiytl)y^.f»|$e,  aIkI  |he  world  n)\i$(  form 
II  afr^nge  id^o  p(Qwr.<naii«^o^m,  if  wbiili^  we  are  bi^ggirtg 
10  borrow,  we  i^vf?  <ifii^  i$ag(»p'M»#$.bf  islptbiog  to  i;ot  at 
Qr<|$tM  pn^i.  pujTQbaa^  fMiei^.  to  b<9  abj^j^  from  HoU/nnft 
I  bav^  s«^ki /iPilbins )0»  tbi9,$iilb}^  to  AlA.JJiafolay,  bec»«Vie 
Ibe  tbingJitving  tlqfen , doiie,  ^QoqJd.ooi  be :undone»yHl 
be«eaM9e  v^  |qiHl«id  MB8ol«iioii9  of  .Congr^$8  on  U)e  ^utiyQ^ly 
fKMll  prevQolf  any  ippr^  auob  o|»eraiiQn«v 

Wbai  l^bavo  now  ^aM,  bow«v«i?,  wjll.  I  bope  Wad  you 
>o.  u/gt:  0^1  bim  tbe  ne^ea^ity  of  m^kiog  inMedi^to  abifi- 
Qiieats  of.  all  aftvre^  in  EiiMPOpe.  A  «ajercba()t  iloea  .noi  9U»- 
Min  fiuiotel  loaabf  bis  goods  by  tl^r  d«««iHioOi  b«^  tbis 
public  do*  Tbe  service  of  %\m  year  iquh  bf^  ^ccompliab^d 
witbiq  ibe  j^r,  by  [^mb  iv^eaoa  as  tbe  year  affords.  The 
detention  ofcoifr  gpoids  baa  ofaMgi^  im  iipptvchaaci oicllhbig 
^m^  Qtb^i  arti(fl^>9(.  a  gr^at  ex()en«s,  wbile  4Ue6e  sYfary 
thiosi  ^^^^^  ¥^  ^bou^  St  difiereot  pbicea  ia  Europe^    I 
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am  sure  that  any  demaitd  made  for  money  oo  our  part, 
must  appear  extraordihai^y,  t^liile  we  show  so  great  negli- 
geaoei  of  the^.pjropei^y  wa  p999e^**:.  >The  funds,  thepefore, 
which  were  obtained  for  the  year  1781,  are  tiot  only 
i^endeped  useteB9  durlc^g  thie^^yenr  f  781^;  bdt-to  ftir  petiit- 
«knis,  as  t!h&ft  the  drsporifc^on  of 'tll<nr%itt  tiaUifaily  M^ 
ence  a  drminution  df  the  grants  inade  for  Ihe^ear  17S2.' 

You  t«i^tioh  In  yo6r$  t>f' the  95th^^f  iuf«&,  'thtlt  fo^ 
would  send  enclosed  the  aciddimtof'  the  i^ejilatii^  of  tbe 
Lafayette's  cai*go,  if  it  cdufd  »be  eopiedin  season.  As  ft 
itfd  not  arrive  I'shidll' exptftc^i't 'by  the' n^t'oppdrtbnky. 
•  I  have  received  Mi"  Ortthd'd  neeolfMS^'  #bich --ai'^  m 
settled  in  the^hianner  L  wish  ;'  aiird  in  .c6nsdqufenee  I  have 
wirittidn  Id  hitm  by  Ibid  oppoHttflity  to  iaiter  tbem.  I-  hlKi^^ 
desired 'him  to  give  ywi-accoum  credit  foir  ^very  t#re 
reedi?ed'  pre^^ious  tothe-obrmnt  'year,-Miibtudiog  tbefeih 
th3.k»m  of  ten  mfHk>ns  df  lii^pei^  4ii«  Hc^Add,  ilmgh't  paft 
ef  it  nrvfty  not  baVe  be^  l^lMVed  t!t!tii'fh$^  y^ttf.  '  I  baVe 
desired  bim  to-^M^t  yotir  aocotmt  for  every  expeaditere 
RiMde  by  your  oi*d^iS  ^bfeliVtriU  ihdiid)^  ^R 'your  adeepl- 
ai^es  of'bilbj'^.  and  of  cout^e"  M.  de  '  Bc^autniHrchltid' 
bills,  if  they  «hfttl  bare  be^n  pirid*.  Fibally,  i  bare  desked 
him  to  carry  the  bahittce  iivf  ^ui'  aeootlht  to  fnine',4Ai  wbieh 
bo'is  to  credit  all  moneys  reeeived  for- the  current  .year ; 
for  insianee,  tbe  A%  fnHlioits  (and  the  otber^slx  if  tiiey  ate 
ebtattied)  tdg#tber  wMi  ^uch -ttioiie;f  s^^s  iMiif  a&int  to^ 
•htfnd8)  frofn  the  loan  opened  fer  the  United  St^t«s,  by 
*fossrs  WttBnfcy  Siii|>*ie(rBt,  feC6»  ■  •  - 
-:  t  did  expect^o'hflrve  bad  some  kind  of  isdjviitmeht  made 
by  ifb»9  tme  Df  Captain '  GiHoii's  afiih* ;  .but  Gongress  re- 
ferred-much  of  it '{6*  it  commtttiQe,  wiAi  whom  itlms  long 
^lepl>;-  bot'  I  hsve^^itifoi^fffed'  Mr  GiUori)  ttot  I  ttMf^  beve  a 
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setdement,  and  at  present  I  wait  a  little  for  this  determi- 
nation  of  Congress. 

You  QQeoU^  to  nae»  ttiat  the  interest  on  the  ten  millions, 
Dutch  loan,  is  payable  at  Paris  qnnually  on  the  5tb  of 
Novsember,  at  four  per  cent.-  f  roust  request  you  to  send 
Hie  the  particular  details  oti  this  subject,  s»eh  as  Who  it 
is. payable  to,  and  by  whom,  tlmt  1  may  make  po{ier 
arrangements^  for  «  j)(incttta)  performance,  so  as  npt  .to 
incur  ennecessary  expense.  -  I  presume  that  the  first  yefar's 
iDterestmay  be  discharged  beibre  this,  reaches  you  ;  but 
at  any  rate  I  enclose  a  letter  to  Mr  Grand,  to  prevent  any 
ill  consequences,  which  might  arise  /rom  a  deficielicy  of 
payment. 

\  informed  you,^^iri  mine  of  the  1st' of  July,  that  Con* 
gress^had  resolved  to  appoint  a  Cotiifnissioner  to  settle  the 
pubMc  accounts  lA  Europe.  This  is  not  done,^  but  they 
have  reconsidered  and  committed  the  resolution.  -Where 
the  thing  will  end,  I  do  not  know.  I  tUnk,  however^  that 
eventuaUy  4hey  must  send  over  some  pe;^n  for  the  pur- 
piose. 

The  appearances  of  peace  have  been  materially  dissjsr- 
viceabie  to  us  here,-  and  general  cautions  on  the  subject 
from  Europe,  and  the^  most  pointed  applications  from  the 
pu1)Iic  officers,  wit)  not  prevent  that  lethargy,  which  thet  very 
name  of  peace  extends  through  jail  the  Staces.  I*  hope 
measores  will  be  taken  by  oirr  pu()lic  Minfsters  .in  Europe, 
to  prevent  the  people  from  falling  ipto  the  snares  which' the 

m 

enemy  has  laid,  ,  Undue  security  in  opinion,  is  generally 
very  hurtful  in  ef&ct,  and  I  dread  the  consequences  of  it 
here,  if  the  war  is  to  be  carried  on,  which  i^  not  im- 
probable. 

I  am,  Sir,  Stc.  ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  lofFuumee,  October  lit,  1788. 
Sir, 

III  my  letter  of  tbe  27th  of ,  September  last  I  es^pressed 
iny  wish,  'Hbat  the  Court  of  Spain  should  give  orders  for  the 
shipment  of  a  million  of  dolkrs  at  the  Havana,  free  of 
duties,  and  to  be  convoyed  by  one  or  mor^  ships  of  the  line 
to  an  American  port,  &e.  Upon  further  reflection,  I  am  \nr 
duced  to  believe  that  the  Court  of  Spain  will  not  go  into 
the  whole  of  this  arrangement;  for  although  they  may>  and 
probably  will,  agree  jto  so  much  of  it  as  will  procure  them 
an  equivalent  in  France  for  the  one  million  dollars,  to  be 
shipped  from  the  Havana,  yet  there  are  reasons  to  doubt 
whether  they  will  cqnvoy  the  Washington  hither-  I  wish, 
therefore^  (should  you  meet  with  dilSpulties  in  that  quarr 
ter)  lo;ap|)ly  to  the  Court  for  such  convoy..  I  wish  it  may 
consist  of  a  ship  of  the  line,  because  none  but  frigates  will 
cruise  on  this  coast,  during  the  win.ter,  and  therefore  a  ship 
of  the  line  will  afiord  more  protection  than  two  or  three 
irigatQs.  However,  this  will  depend  entirely  on  the  con- 
veniemce  or  inconvenience  which  may  attedd  the  business. 
1  shall  communicate  both  this  letter  and  tliat  of  the  27(h, 
to  the  Chevalier  de  4a  Luzerne,  on  whose  representations  1 
rely  much,  as  well  for  procuring  the  aid  asked  .fo^,  a?  for 
accomplishing  the  necessary  arrangements  after  it  is  pro- 
cured.     .    , 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


*N 
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TO   M.    DE    LA   IiU2ERNE. 

*  '  /■ 

Office  of  Finance,  October  2dy  1782. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  Excellency's  pe- 
rusal, the  copies  of  letters  from  this  office  to  Dr  Franklin, 
of  the  27tb  of  last  month  and  the  1st  instant.  I  knn  to 
entreat,  Sir,  that  you  will  represent  to  your  Court  the  ne- 
cessity of  the*  application,^  which  Congress  have  directed 
their  Minister  to  make  for  four  millions  of  dollars.  The 
resolutions  ^n  the  subject  have,  Tfiuppose,  been  communi- 
cated to  'ybu  by  the  Secretary  of*  Foreign  Affairs.  I 
have,  also,  to  request  that  you  will  facilitate  the  arrange- 
ments proposed  in  my  letters  already  mentioned,  the  ad- 
vantages of  which  ar^  so  well  kpown^  to  you  that  I  shall 
not  -dwell  on  them. 

With  real  esteem  and  respect,  &tc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 


Office  of  Finance^  October  5th,  1783. 
Sir^  .  ' 

I  have  now  before  me  your  letters  of  the  14th  and  21st 
of  last  month.  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  you  *are  less  san- 
guine in  your  pecuniary  expectations  than  the  Grovernor 
appears  to  be ;  for  T  have  always  found  that  the  worst 
forebodings  on  this  subject  are  the  ti'uest. 

l  am  not  surprised  to  find  that  the  contractors  apply  with 
their  paper,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  receivers,  and  col- 
lectors. This  I  expected,  because  much  of  that  paper  k 
not  fit  Ipr  other  purposes.     Some  of  it,  however,  which  is 
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payable  to  the  bearer,  is  calculated  for  circulation,  ^ich 
you  observe,  is  not  so  general  tfs  otherwise  it  might  have 
been,  by  reasoo  of  the  largenasa  of  the  sums  tn^the  notes. 
Mr  Duer's  letters  contain  the  same-  sentiment.  . 

In  issuing  this  paper,  one  principal  view  was  to  fiicilitate 
the  paynpient  of  taxes,  by  obviatiog  the  too^eaeral^  thou^ 
tthjust,  complaint  of  the  want  of  a  circuiating  mediam^  In 
substituting  paper^  for  specie,  *tbe  first  -obstacle  to  be  en* 
countered,  was  the  difference  wbi^  has  arisen  from  the  late 
profusion  of  it.  Had  i^  considerable  quantity  been  thrown 
into  the  hands  of  that  dass  of  people,  whose  ideas  on.  iiie 
subjcfbt  of  money  are  more  the  offipring  of  habit  than  of 
reason,  it  must  have  depreciated.  That  this  apprahension 
was  just,  is  clear  from  this  fact,  4hat  the  piaper  I  first 
issued,  and  the  bank  paper  wfaich  came  out  «fter  it,  dijd 
depreciate .  from  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent  in  the  Eastern 
States,  ~  notwitbstandnig  all  the  preoautiona  which  were 
used.  If  I  bad  not  taken  immediate  rnieasures  to  create  a 
demand  for  it  on  the  spot,  and  to  stop  issues  to  that 
quarter,  its  credit  would  have  been  totally  lost  for  a  time, 
and  not  easily  restored.  Besides  that  the  quantities, 
which  were  pouring  in  from  thence  would  have  done  mis- 
chief here.  Confidence  is  a  plant  of  slow  growth,  and 
our  political  situation  is  not  too  fiivoraUe  to  Jt.  I  am, 
therefore,  v^ry  uowiHttig  to  hantrd  the  germ  of  a  credit, 
^hich  will  ki  its  greater  maturity  become  very  aseftii.  if 
my  notes  cireukite  only . among  meroantilie  people,  I  do  not 
regret  it,  but  rather  wish  that  the  circulation  may  bo  ibr 
the  present  confined  to&em  and  to  the  wealthier  members 
of  the  profeasionfi^ 

It  is  nothing  but  the  greater  convenience,  Which  will 
induce*  people  to  prefer  ^ny  kind  of  paper  to  the  precious 
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jiMCtls,-  and  this  convenience  is  principally  fek  in  iaqge 
sums.  -Wfaeneirer  the  shop*keepers  in  general  discover 
tkM  my  paper  will  answer  as  a  remittance  ta  the  principal 
ports,  and  wtH  be  readily  exchanged  by  the  receivers,  they 
will  as  readily  exchange  it  for  other  people.  When  the 
people  in  general,  find  that  the  shop-keepers  *  receive  it 
freely,  they  will  begin  to  look^after  it,  and  not  before.  For 
you  must  know,  whatever  fine  plausible  speeches  may  be 
made  on  this  subject,  the  farmers  will  not  give  full  credit 
to  money  mere^  becaiiso  it  miA  pay  taxes,  for  that  is  an 
object  they  are  not  very  violently  devoted  to ;  but  that 
money  diat  goes  freely  at  the  store  and  the  tavern,  will  be 
sought  after  as  greedily  as  those  things  which  the  store 
and  the  tavern  contain*  '  ' 

StiU,  liowever,  your  objection  remains  good,  that  the 
trafficing  in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  commtmity 
engage,  do  not  f^uire  sums  so  large  as  twenty  dollars. 
This  V  shall  readily  acknowledge ;  but  you  will  observe, 
that  there  is  infinitely  less:  danger  that  notes,  which  go  only 
through  the  hands  pf  intelligent  people  will  be  counterfeited, 
than  smell  ones  that  come  to  the  possession  of  illiterate 
men.  When  pubKc  credit  »  firmly  established,  the  littlo 
shocks  it  receives  from^  the  eounterfeiters  of  paper  money, 
do  not  lead  to  material  consequeuces  ;  but  in  the  present 
ticklidi  state  of  things,  there  is*  just  ground  of  apprefaen- 
sion.  Besides  this,  tbeVaiue  of  paper  will  depend  much 
upon  the  interchanges  of  it  for  specie ;  and  these  will  not 
take  place  when  there  is  a  circulation  of  small  paper. 
Lastly,  I  have  to  observe,  that  until  more  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  the  revenues  require,  I  dare  not  issue*  any 
very  considerable  amount  of  this  paper,'  lest  1  should  be 
riin  opon  (or  more  than  I  could  answer ;  and  as  the  circu- 
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ktion  of  what  1  dare  is^ue,  by  increasing  the  general  masSy 

enables  people  (as  far  as  it  ^oes)  more  easily  to  get  hold  of 

other  money,  it  consequently  produces,  in  its  degree,  that 

object  of  facilitating  taxatbn^  which  I  bad  in  view.>' 

I  am,  Sir,  8cc.' 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 


TO   B.    FRANKUN. 

'  .        •  ■>■■■•  '      • 

Offiee  of  Finaaoe,  Oetob«r  Ttli,  178S. 
Sir, 

Captain,  Barney  baying  been  detained  until  this  day,  and 
it.  being  probable  tbi^t  he  will  not  (arrive  in  Europe  so  early 
as  I  expected,  I  am  very  doubtful  whether  it  would,  be 
proper  to  sendbin^to  the  Havana,. but  think  it  would  be 
better  be  should  return  immediately  hither,  because  it  is 
likely  that .  tbe  negotiation  I  proposed  will  consume  more 
time  than  he  can  spare.  His  ship  is  small,  but  she  sails 
remarkably  well,  and  will,  therefore,  give  us  a  good  chance 
of  being  wisll  informed  of  the  situation  of  our  af&irs. 

If  there  is  likely  to  be  any  delay  or  difficulty  in  the 
Havana  plaa,  it  will  be  Jbest  that  you  endeavor  to  obtain 
the  shipment  of  a  considerable  sum  in  Europe  on  board 
some  of  the  Ring's  frigate^.  At  any  rate,  we  must  have 
money,  and  I  think  you  may  venture  fifty  thousand  crowns 
by  this  vessel.  You  will  see  that  Captain  Barney  is  put 
under  your  dij:ections,  and  is  to  wait  your  Instructions ;  but 
]  must  lat  tbe  $ame  time  inform  you^  that  Congress  bave 
directed  jbis  ship  tp  be ,  purchased  and  sent  to  France, 
among  other  things,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a^  better 
communication  with  their  servants,  and  more  frequent  and 
accurate  intelligence  i|'Oj[n  Europe.      You  will  see,  there- 
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fere,  the  propriety  of  despatching.her  as  speedily  as  Pos- 
sible, and  I  think  we  may,  probably,  fall  upon  ways  and 
means  to  a^rd  you  frequent  opportunities  of  writing  with 
a  great  dbance  of  security.  _    • 

I  an>.  Sir,  &;c.. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  OfiOROE    WA80INOTOH. 

^         .  .  ■  ' 

I  OffioeofFinanee,October  15th,  1782. 

.  Sir, 

I  have  rel^eived  your  letters  of  the  2dy  3d,  and  7th 
instant^.  There  is  no  man  in'  America,  more  heartily 
disposed  than  I  am  to  remove  from  the  army  and  from 
ail  others  who  have  clainis  on  the  public,  every  just 
ground  of  complaint.  But  with  the  means  in  my 
power,  how  is  it  possible?  I  have  been  obliged  to 
submit  to  cancelling  one  contract  and  forming  another, 
at  one  third  advance  on  the  fornler  price,  for  the  want 
of  a  mere  trifle,  compared  with  what  We  had  a  right 
to  expect..  I  am  in  advance  on  credit' ti>  an  amount, 
which  you  can  scarcely  form  ao  idea  of,  -  although  I 
have  declined  every  expenditure  not  indispensable. 

'  That  part  of  the  late  arrival  of  clothing,  which  is 
unfit  for  soldier's  use,  is  now  selling  to  pay  debts  con- 
tracted by  the  clothing  department  during  my  admin- 
istration. *  Among  these  debts  are  twelve  thousand 
dollars  for  tieedle  work  done  by  people  in  extreme 
indigence.  The  clothing  which  arrived  fit  for  the 
offieers'  wear,  was  inadequate  to  the  purpose  of  cloth- 
ing tkem  all.-  The  division*  must  have  created  con- 
fusion and  raised  disputes.     If  this  had  not  been  the 
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case,  still  it  would  have  \»m  liable  to.  tha  ineettvea- 
ietteies  attendkiig  partial  payments,  and  we  should  have 
been  justly  Teproaehed*  for  having  lM*oke&  repeated 
promises,  that  no  such  pay  meats  should  take  place. 
Congress  have  done  all  in  their  power  le  procure, 
money  for  the  arpsy.  My  own  efforts  I  shall  not 
dwell  upon.  If  mpney  is  obtained,  that  will  produce 
satisfaction  ;  I  am  sure  that  nothing  else  wilL 

My  credit  has  already  been  on  the  brink  of  ruin. 
If  that  goes,  all  is  gone ;  but  if  it  can  be  preserved, 
there  will,  in  the  last  necessity,  be  sonie  chance  of 
making  advances  on  credit  to  the,  army„  as  well,  as  (6 
others.  Thus,  Sir,  you  will  see  that  I  look  forward 
as  far  as  my  distressed  situation  will  admit;  b^t  aft^ 
all^  if  the  States  camiot.  be  prevailed  on  to  «iake 
greater  exertions,,  it  is  difficult  to  see  where  the  thing 
IS  to  terQainate« 

I  have  this,  day  camiaiBsiooed  Major  Turner  as  Ma- 
rine. Camoussary  of  prijooers,  and  I  trust  he.  will  soon 
be  in  capacity  Iq  prevent,  your  Excellency  firom  having 
any  further  tsouble  on  that  aubjeot. 

I  am.  Sir,,  with  sincere  respecst  and  esteem,  &C. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THS  GOVHRNOR  OF  NOBT^  GAUOUNA. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  7th,  1788. 

Sir, 
Since  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  ^  dOih  of  Aith 
gust  last,  I  have  received  teopies:  of  a  correspondenee 
between  yourself  and  Coloitel  Carrington  on  the  sub- 
ject of  specific  supplies.     The  disposition   which'  you 
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bav<e  eixpre3sed,  (in  your  letter  to  me,  and  wbidb  in- 
deed I»*eatheS' through  your  whote  correajpondeaee)  to 
promote  those  plans  of  regularity  and  economy^  which 
Congress  have  adopted^  command  my  sincere  ac** 
knowledgements. 

I  perceive  that  there  is  a  difference  of  oproion  be- 
tween the  ofiSicers  of  the  continent  and  your  State  on 
the  receiving  specific  supplies,  which  I  attribute  prin- 
cipally to  some  misunderstanding  of  the  matter.  The 
specific  suppliest  called  for  by  Congress  in  their  several 
resolutions  on  that  subject  are  undoubtedly  receivaUe, 
and  ought  above  eight^n  months  ago  to  have  been 
received,  on  the  requisitions  which  were  made  at  the 
rat^  for  that  purpose  mentioned.  jSqch  as  it  may 
now  stMt  any  State  to  deliver  on  those  requisitions, 
ought  in  like  manner  to  be  carried  to  account.  But  it 
is  very  •clear,  that  they  cannot  be  received  on  account 
of  the  subsequent  money  requisitions.  The  several 
quotas  of  the  eight  millions  asked  for  last  year,  to  sup- 
ply the  eurrent  expenditures  of  the  year  1783,  must 
be  paid  in  cash,  or  what  is  equivalent  to  it,  in  my 
notes  or  hank  notes.  I  cannot  consent  to  receive  any- 
thing else.  It  is  by  this  means  alone,-  that  economy 
can  be  established,  order  restored,  and  confusion,  that 
parent  of  fraud,  too  apt  to  introduce  itself  into  public 
accounts,  banished  and  destroyed. 

I  incline  to  think,  that  as  Congress'have  determined 
to  have  all  accounts  settled  and  Jiquidated  to  the  end 
of  the  year  1781,  your  State  would  rather  choose  to 
attend  only  to  the  money  requisition,  and  leave  the 
further  delivery  of  specifics  to  a  liquidation  of  the  old 
VOL.  XII.  36 
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accounts ;  but  if  not,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the 
specifics  will  be  received,  and  in  such  case  I  will  give 
the  gentleman  whom  I  shall  appoint  as  Receiver  of 
taxes  in  your  State,  instructions  how  to  dispose  of 
them ;  but  I  must  again  repeat,  Sir,  that  I  will  not 
accept  one  particle  of  them  in  abatement  of  the  State 
quota  for  the  year  1782. 

Before  I  close  this  letter  I  must  take  the  liberty  to 
mention  a  matter,  which  suggests  itself  from  one  "of 
your  letters  to  Colonel  Carrington.  You  tell  him  that 
you  will  continue  the  prohibitiou  against  sending  cer^ 
tain  things  out  of  the  State,  in  order  that  he  may  pur- 
chase for  the  United  States  on  better  terms.  Now, 
Sir,  while  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  require  justice  for  the 
United  States  it  is  equally  my  duty  to  take  care  that 
equal  justice  be  done  to  tho  several  States,  individually 
considered,  as  well  as  to  the  individuals  which  com- 
pose them.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request  that  all  such 
restrictions  be  taken  off.  They  sour  people's  minds, 
destroy  the  spirit  of  industry,  impair  by  a  rapid  as 
well  as  a  certain  progress,  the  public  wealth  of  the 
State,,  producing  a  dearth  of  the  things  embargoed, 
eventually  enhance  the  prices  far  more  than  they  could 
have  been  increased  by  any  other  mode.  Whereas 
perfect  freedom  makes  the  people  easy^  happy,  rich, 
and  able  to  pay  taxes,  and  the  taxes. when  paid  can  be 
expended  amid  a  plenty  of  products,  and  consequently 
be  expended  to  advantage.  I  say  a  plenty  of  products 
because  I  know,  that  liberty  to  dispose  of  them  to  the 
greatest'  advantage  will  encourage  men^  to  raise  them 
and  produce  a  plenty.  Your  Excellency  will,  I  hope, 
excuse  reflections  which  arise  from  an  ardent  desire  to 
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promote  the  general  welfai*e  and  happiness  of  all]  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MAJOR    GENERAL   GREENE. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  17th,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  l$t  of  September,  for 
v?hich  1  pray  you  to  accept  my  acknowledgements..  Amid 
the  many  distresses  and  cares,  which  await  every  step  of 
my  administration,  it  is  a  great  relief  and  consolation  to 
have  met  with  the  support  of  those  who  command  (and 
what  is  more,  who  worthily  command)  the  armies  of  the 
United  States.  I  have  felt,  my  Dear  Sir,  your  efforts  to 
support  my  measures,  and  I  know  that  they  have  been 
useful.  I  wish  it  were  in  my  potver  to  give  to  you  and 
to  your  brave  army  that  full  relief,  which  their  conduct, 

r 

their  sufferings,  and  above  all,  their  patience,  have  merited. 
I  had  intended  to  supply  their  subsistence,  and  the  little 
contracts  in  Virginia,  from  the  quota  of  that  State,  as  the 
money  there  collected  would  have  been  nearest  the  spot 
where  it  was  to  be  applied.  But  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
deficient  ihat  State  has  been.  The  consequence  is,  that  I 
must  endeavor  to  supply  the  deficiency  from  other  sources, 
which  I  am  now  doing ;  but  in  the  precarious  state 
of  things  at  present,  there  is  no  reliance  to  be  placed  on 
any  measure.  I  suppose,  however,  that  the  evacuation 
of  Carolina  will  enable  you  to  move  northward,  with  a 
considerable  part  of. your  army;  these  will,  I  hope,  meet 
the  relief  intended.    I  shall  direct  a  statement  of  the  whole 
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to  be  made  out  by  the  Pay  Master  General,  and  do  wbat- 
erer  may  lay  in  my  power ;  but  as  to  py,  my  inviolable 
determination  is,  that  the  whole  army  shall  equally  share 
whatever  is  disposed  of  in  that  way. 

The  disposition  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  pay 
in  specie,  is  far  from  being  peculiar  to  that  State.  At- 
tempts of  the  same  kind  have  been  made  by  others ;  and 
they  have  invariably  been  opposed  and  shall  be.  There 
is  however  a  distinction  to  be  taken.  You  recollect  that 
CSongress  called  for.  large  quotas  of  specie.  I  am  per- 
fectly persuaded,  that  no  State  has  ftiliy  obeyed  that  call,  hut 
many,  and  indeed  almost  all,  aver  that  they  have  overpaid. 
The  last  requisitions  have  been  for  money ;  and  if  I  had 
not  by  the  publications  prevented  such  assertions,  it  would 
not  be  surprising,  that  they  should  be  repeated,  even  as 
to  the  money  quotas.  Now  if  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina are  desirous  of  paying  in  specie,  on  the  requisitions  of 
specie,  I  shall  not  have  the  least  objection;  but  on  the 
requtsitions  for  the  service  of  the  current  year,  I  will  re- 
ceive money  alone.  I  make  this  distinction  in  suth  chear 
and  peremptory  terms,  to  avoid  all  further  cavils  on  the 
subject.  I  see  that  it  has  already  been  drawn  into  some 
length,  and  must,  therefore,  be  finally  terminated.  Be- 
sides, under  the  present  appearances  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  that  specie  in  North  Carolina  will  be  almost 
as  useless  as  if  they  were  in  Otaheite.  A  copy  of  my 
letter  to  Governor  Martin  on  this  subject  shall  be  enclosed 
to  you. 

You  have  in  several  of  your  letters,  made  very  just 
observations  on  the  business  of  my  department,  and  such 
as  convince  me  you  have  turned  your  attention  to  it.  I 
have  therefore  .  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  ta  you  a  copy 
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of  a  letter  to  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  a  mint,  of  one  on 
the  establishing  public  credit  by  funding  our  debts ;  and 
of  a  third,  on  the  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year. 

As  there  is  a  report,  that  the  enemy  got  several  letters 
intended  for  you,  it  is  possible  that  some  or  other  of 
those,  may  be  among  the  number. 

I  pray  you  to  believe  me,  with  very  sincere  esteem, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Head  Quarters,  October  18th,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  take  (he  liberty  to  enclose  to  your  care,  a  letter  for 
the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  on  the  subject  of  expense, 
which  at  bis  request  I  have  incurred,  for  the  purpose  of 
forwarding  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  at 
New  York,  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil. 

If  our  circumstances  would  admit,  I  should  be  very  glad 
that  this  expense  should  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States ; 
it  is  infinitely  short  of  the  debt,  which  gratitude  imposes 
on  us.  I  submit  therefore  to  your  judgment,  whether  to 
deliver  the  enclosed,  or  to  send  forward  the  money  from 
your  own  funds,  agreeably  to  the  monthly  estimate  sent  to 
the  Minister. 

The  chain  of  expresses  was  instituted  about  the  middle 

of  August,  and  will  probably  be  continued  till  the  sailing 

of  thie  French  fleet  from  Boston. 

I  am  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHrNGTON, 
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CIRCULAR   TO   THE    GOVERNORS   OF   THE    STATES. 

Office  of  FSnatiQe,  October  31gt,  178S.  - 
Sir, 

I  have  on  maDy  occasions  warned  the  States  of  the 
consequences  which  must  follow  from  delays  in  supplying 
the  treasury.  The  expense  which  attends  such  delays, 
has  frequently  been  mentioned,  and  jnstances  daily  occur 
to  show,  how  much  the  public  burdens  are  increased  by 
the  want  of  a  timely  provision.  To  cite  them  all  would 
be  endless ;  but  there  is  one  of  no  inconsiderable  magpi- 
tude,  which  I  think  it  proper  to  state  for  your  consideration. 
I  had  contracted  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  the 
supply  of  rations  to  the  main  army,  at  ten  pence  Pennsyl- 
vania currency,  and  to  the  garrison  at  West  Point  for  nine 
pence  half  penny,  and  had  agreed  to  pay,  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  each  month  for  the  issues  of  the.  preceding 
month.  ' 

These  beneficial  contracts  have  been  dissolved  by  my 
inability  to  make  punctual  payments,  which  rendered  the 
contractors  incapable  of  performing  their  engagements. 
After  many  efforts  on  my  part  to  supply  the  want  of  cash, 
and  on  their  part  to  substitute  private  credit  and  promises 
in  the  place  of  ready  money,  they  found  it  impracticable 
to  proceed  forther  on  the  moderate  terms  stated  in  the 
contract,  ^me  of  them  told  me  so,  and  asked  (what  any 
persons  in  their  situation  would  have  asked)  the  promise 
x>f  indemnification  for  any  damages  they  might  sustain. 
And  a  promise  to  pay  at  the  end  of  each  month,  one  half 
the  amount  of  issues  for  the  preceding  month  in  coin,  and 
three  times  the  remaining  half  in  bills  or  notes  receivable 
in  taxes.    They  offered  if  1  would  agree  to  these  proposi- 
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tioDS}  to  goon  and  supply  the  army;  but  declared,  that 
if  I  would  not,  they  could  no  longer  perform  their  engage* 
moots. 

From  this  moment  I  was  obliged  to  consider  the  con- 
tract as  dissolved ;  because  the  dissolution  of  it  appeared 
ioevitable.  I  had  already  by  entering  into  the  contract, 
proroisdd  on  the  part  of  the  public,  a  payment  of  the  whole 
money  due  for '  the  monthly  issues.  A  new  promise  of 
the  half  would  have  given  no  additional  security}  and 
therefore  I  considered  that  stipulation  as  a  request,  that  I 
should  on  my  private  and  personal  honor,  assure  them 
the  public  funds  would  enable  me  to  make  such  payments. 
But  of  this  I  had  no  good  prospect.  The  greater  part  of 
what  little  came  iq  from  taxes,  was  the  same  kind  of  paper 
with  that  which  they  asked  for,  being  what  I  had  long 
before  issued  for  other  services.  If  indeed  I  could  have 
trusted  the  assurances  made  to  me,  I  might  have  given  the 
assurances  required  by  them.  But  experience  had  taught 
me  camion,  and  the  event  has  shown,  that  if  I  had  made 
the  promise,  I  should  now  have  been  chargeable  with  false- 
hood. 

I  think  the  contractors  were  prudent  in  requiring  a  pro- 
mise of  indemoificaUon  ;  their  situation  made  it  necessary ; 
but  it  was  a  promise  which  I  could  not  make,  for  although 
I  had  reason  to  confide  in  their  integrity  and  would  have 
done  it  in  my  private  capacity,  yet  as  a  public  officer,  I 
could  not.  For  there  would  have  been  no  longer  cer- 
tainty of  the  extent  to  which  their  expenditures  might  have 
been  carried,  after  it  should  have  become  a  matter  of.  in- 
difierence  to  their  private  interest  what  prices  should  be 
given  for  supplies. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  found  myself  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
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niakii^  a  new  agreement  for  subsistence  of  tbe  army  and 
garrison,  or  of  leaving  tbeoi  to  subsist  themsekes  by  mili- 
tary collection.     The  latter  was  to  be  avoided,  if  possible, 
for  it  would  have  been  the.  most  expensive  mode  of  obtain- 
ing supplies,  not  to  mention  oiher  circumstances.    The 
former,  therefore,  was  to  be  adopted,  and  I  accordingly 
gave  instructions  to  Mr  Cornell,  the  ii>3pector  of  the  con- 
tracts, to  consult  with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  take 
the  necessary  arrangements.     It  could  not  be  expected, 
that  a  coQjxact  dictated  by  necessity,  could  be  made  on 
economical  terms,  and  the  inability  to  perform  old  engage- 
ments would  necessarily  influence  the  rate  of  new  ones. 
Besides  this,  it  was  indispensably  necessary  to  obtain  a 
longer  credit,  because  otherwise  the  burden  would  have 
been  shifted,  not  removed ;  and  the  evil  miist  have  re- 
turned with  equal  speed  and  greater  magnitude*     Under 
such  unfavorable  circumstances,  it  was  necessary  to  pay 
for  a  credit  in  order  to  obtain  it,     A  new  contract  is  made, 
and  the  rations  issued  now,  are  to  be  paid  for  three  months 
henee,  at  the  rate  pf  thirteen  pence,  Pennsylvania  currency, 
for  a  ration ;  which  is  an  advance  of  about  one  third  upon 
the  former  price.     The  public  therefore  will  pay  for  this 
advance  of  moneys,  equal  to  feeding  tbe  army  at  the  rate 
of  thirtylhree  and  one  third  per  cent  for  three  montlis ;  or, 
to  make  the  matter  more  simple,  they  must  pay  for  feeding 
them  three  months,  as  much  as  would  have  fed  them  fotir 
months.     Besides  this,  the  public  credit  sustains  material 
injury,  and  damages  will  be  expected  by  the  former  con- 
tractors; 

If,  Sir,  It  should  be  supposed  that  this  is  tbe  only  in- 
stance of  loss  sustained  from  the  low  state  of  the  treasury, 
it  is  a  great  mistake.    The  attempt  to  establish  economi- 
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cal  ^steins  is  vain,  unless  we  can  support  ihem-  by  punc*. 
tuality.     Coogr^ss  have  placed  me  Jn  a  ^tuaiioo  wliere  I 
am  expbled  in  the  first  instance  to  claims  and  demands,, 
buc  these  must  come  home  to  the  several  Ijegislatures,  and 
eventuaiiy  to  their  constituents.     My  situation,  therefore, 
makes  k  a  duty  to  expostuhite  freely  on  the  circumstances 
of  my  department.    I  am  not  to  learn  diat  free  represen- 
tations will  sometimes  give  ofiencc,  and  1  know  that  those 
will  be  always  most  offended,  who  are  most  in  fault ;  but  I 
meke  no  apologies  for  .what.  I  have  to  say>     It  is  necessary 
that  the  truth  should  be  known  to  the  people  ;  to  our  ene- 
mies it  is  known  already,. and  has  b^n  for  a  long  time/ 
Tiiey  hold  up  to  contempt  and  dei^tsion  the  contrast  be- 
tween resolutions  to  carry  on  the  war  at  every  expense, 
and  receipts,  of  nothing  in  some  States,  and  very  little  in  ali 
of  them  put  together.     Tliose  who  court  public  favor  at 
the  expense  of  public  good,  are  very  apt  to  inveigh  against. 
taxes,  and  to  flatty  die  indolent  and  av&ricious  widrthe 
idea  that  war  can  be  carried  on  without  labor  or  money. 
Bubit  is  time  for  the  people  to  distinguish  between  their 
flatterers  and  their  friends*     Sooner  ov  later  the  current 
expense  must  be  paid,  and  that  payment  must  Goi»e  from 
the  purses  d  individuals;     If  it  were  made  in  seesoti,  it 
would  be  lighter  by  one  half  than  it  is.     Congress  ha^ 
called   for  a  certain  sum,  and  tltat  sum  paid  punctually 
would  have,  answered   the  purpose^  but  tliey  cannot,  be 
responsible  for  the  consequences  of  del^y.     The  expense 
will   necessarily  in   siich  case  exceed  their,  calculations, 
and  of  course  further  sums  must  be  required. 

There  are  certain  argumentsi  Sir,  which  ought  not  to  be 
used  if  it  is  possible  to  avtiid  them  ;    but  which  ^^ery  one 
invested  with  public  authority  should  ^ggest  tohi^  own 
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mind)  for  the  government  of  bi»  omi  eonAutU  Hew  kttg 
\$  9  nation,  who  fffiH  db  nollnng  for  iiself,  to  rely  en  tl)o  aid 
of  oihers  ?  In  a  war  wnged  by  one  country  to  ob^n  rtve* 
nne  from  anotlicr,  whatis'  to  be  expected  in  ease  of  cmh 
quest  P  How  long  wit)  one  part  of  a  coramunity  bear  the 
btifd«iis  of  the  whole?  How  long  wiH  an  army  ffndergo 
want,  m  the  midst  of  plenty  i  How  long  will  tliey  endure 
miser}' without  eciih plaint,  injustioe  without  reprcnachy  aod 
wrotigs  WftbOiiri^edress?  Theae  are  questions  wbioh  can«> 
not  be  aplved  by  arkhnreiical  oalculationu  The  moral 
causes  that  may  proorastinate  or.  precipitate  ereitts,  ara 
hidden  from  mortal  view.  But  i(  is  within  the  bounds  of 
human  knowledge  to  determine  that  all  earthly  things  bare 
some  limits,  which  it  is  imprudent  to  -es^^eed ;  others; 
^bioh  it  is  dangeroos  to  exceed^  and  some,  wfaicfa  can- 
never  4>e  exceeded.  It  is  possible,  that  we  are  n^rar  the 
close  of  tlii9  war,  and  perhaps  we  are  only  in  the  middle  of 
in  B^it'ifthe  w«r  slioidd  cohttnue,  we  baire;  to' blame  our- 
seltee;'  for  were  those*  resources  oalled  imo  aeifon,  which 
we  really  possess,  tbo  fereign  e^eiDiies  would  soon  loseaH 
hoppv  d^nd  abandon  theh*  enterpriee.  The  grealef  \tijnryi 
therefona,'  which  we  sustain,  is  not  fromt.  for^ign^  but  frosfi 
domestk^  enemi^ ;  fmm  tbbse  who  impede  tliie  oeoessary 
exertions.  I  have  rntantioAedoneamdiig  m^y  instances, 
to  show  the  conseqnences  of  withholding  the  public  veve* 
tme,  mid  I  fate  the  liberty  (t)  observe,  that  it  would  be 
more  mank  to  dedarb  at  once,  for  ttniliitihed .  submission  to 
British  tyranny,  than  to  make  speeioius  declarationd  againsi 
h,  and  yet  take  the  riii^ct  road  to  bringit  aboof,  by  oppoa- 
ing  the  measitpes  foroirr  defence*-  That  open  deciaraiion 
w*ll  doubtless  be  ifestrained'  by  thtt  fear  of  general  reseirt- 
inent;  but  the  otfcer  oowduet  Is  so- much  the  more  dan- 


gerousy  as  it  19  ciiJoMlatidd  tp^losa  people's  ^y^es,  wi^ile  they 
approRcb  ^  preoipi^e)  tbat'tli^y  m^y  b<t  tbio^wD  dovfB 
whh  grater  eaae^oiiiil,  n^ore  abspjutd  certcioty* 

I  ti;u3i.tbat  your  Excellency,  and  every  other  friend  to 
our  ccMnotry,  will  urge  forward  th^t  «p^edy .  ,aDid  eSectual 
fxilledion  pf  tai^s^.  wbtpb  cm  sio^e  give  vigor  andsiabili^ 
to  all  our  «aea9tires';  and  I  risk  Qd(hiiig  when  I  assert,  tbajt 
tiia  public  service  shall  be  performed,  (if  ^be  proper  reve- 
nues be  obtained,)  at  less  (ban  half  of;  wimt  wovild  other'* 
wiae  Jbe  expeoded.         ■ 

.  Lain,  Sitf  With  per(ec|; -reject,  &c» 

ROBIJST  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   OpVEI^NOR  OF  .RHODE  ISJLAND. 

...  '         '  -.      .  • 

Office  of  Finance,  October  l^'th,  1782. 
S»r» 

My  circiilarletter  of'tlie  23d  instant,  contains  iheesti* 

inciter  and  'requisitions  for  tbe  service  pf  the  year  4783*     I 

must  take  the  liberty  lo  snake  a  fexv  observatbns  on  them, 

which  appty  particularly  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Islavid. 

In  the  ktcers  to  Coi^ress  of  tlie  29rh  and  SOrii  of  Juty 

last,  eopiesof  which  were  iransnattted  in  my  circular  letter 

of  ills  12tfa  of  September,  I  itave  so  fiofiy  espressod  iny 

senthnemts-on  the  subfeut  of  credit  and  leans,  that  I  shall 

not  repeat  them*     Your  Exoelleney  will  percmve^  that  in 

the  Ael  of  tlie  16th  instant,  aitlioagh- the  estimates  amrourit 

to  six  miiliotis,  yet  only  two  are  requii«d,  and  that  fuHher 

requishions  are  sii8|)ended  until'  the  resdt  of  measures  fat 

obtaming  lo808>stiallbetknowQ.     It  is- unnecessary  to tneiH 

tion,  that  Congress  have  directed  an  attenipt  to  borrow  fo«i^ 

miliions. 
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The  propriety  of  this  step  will  be  self  evident,  when  the 
fcte  of  their  requisitions  for  the  present  ^ear  is  considered. 
The  sums  brought  in  from  the  several  States  being  regu* 
hrly  published  in  the  gazettes,  will  spare  me  the  pain  of 
repeating  them.  I  say  the  pain,  because  every  such  repe- 
tition will  have,  in  some  degree,  the  air  of  reproach.  It 
must  be  remembered,  that  the  durMion  of  the  war  does 
not  depend  upon  Congress.  This  is  an  invaded  country ; 
hivaded  for  the  purpose  of  conquest.  And  between  oppo* 
sition  and  submission  there  is  no  middle  lifie.  The  idea 
of  submission  is,  and  ever  ought  to  be,  rejected  with  dis- 
dain. Opposition,  therefore,  becomes  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity ;  and  that  opposition  involves,  expense. 

There  is  then  a  certain  degree  of  expense  that  canuot 
be  avoided.     And  this  roust  be  provided  for.    The  esti- 
mates, being  formed  under  the  idea  of  money   in  hand 
to  pay    for    services    required,    they  are  stated    as  low 
as  possible.     It  appears,  therdbre^  that  the  six  millions 
mentioned  in  the  e^inutes  nnist  be  had.     It  appears  from 
the  experiments  already  made,  that  the  people  are  either 
unwilling,  or    unable  to  pay   tiie  whole  io  taxes;    and 
whether  want  of  power  or  indimdon  be  the  true  cause,  is 
immaterial  to  the  present  inquiry,  for  the  fact  is  clear. 
Now  there  are  but  four  modes  of  obtaining  the  suppUes. 
Either  they  mast  be  given  to  us,  or  leut  to  us,  or  raised  by 
taxest  or  taken  by. force.     As- to  the  first,. we  can  place  no 
^H^peodenee  on  it ;  and.  as  to  the  last,  it  is  neither  the  most 
eonstituiiotial,.  the  most  economical,  nor  the  most  pleasing 
way.     Necessity  may  jtistify  it,  bui4t  will  be  very  difficult 
to  justify  the  necessity.     Thersupptics^  therefore,  must  be 
obtained  by  loans  or  taxes  ;   so.  that  if  they  cannot  be  ob« 
tained  by  loans,  taxation  :s  the  only  resource ;    and  in  that 
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ca6i3,  there  is  no  medium  between  l^al  taxation  and  mili- 
tary collection^  For  if  we  will  not  .sobmit  to  Great  Britain, 
'we  mustcarry  on  the  war ;  and  if  we  carry  on  the  war, 
we' must  obtain  the  means  i  and  if  we  cannot  get  the  means 
abroad,  we  rmist  provide  them  at  home ;  and  if  we  do  not 
provide  them  by  law,  they  must  be  taken  by  force. 

The  inattention  of  the  States  tO'  the  requisitions  of  the 
United  States,  leaves  Congress  no  choice  between  loans  and 
military  collections.     Wliether  they  can  obtain  loans  must 
depend  tipbn  other  people.    They  cannot  obtain  loans  with- 
out  credit,  and  they  cannot  have  qredk  williout  funds ;  and 
they  cannot  get  funds  without  the  eoncurrence  of  the 
States.    They  must  ask  that  eoncurrence  liefdre  they 
can  obtain  it,  and  they  must  determine  on  the  funds 
before  they  can  ask.     The  making  yearly  requisitioDS 
of  quotas  to  pay  the  interest  of  public  debts  will  not 
do.     It  is  in  itself  a  flitile  measure ;  but  if  it  were  the 
best  thing  in  the  world,  yet  if  those  who  are  to  lend 
do*  not  think  so,  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter.     Now 
the  fact  is,  that  nobody  will  lend  upon  the  prshnise  of 
such  requisitions.     And  truly   the  compliances  made 
with  those  for  carrying  on  the  war,  give  very  little 
encouragement.     It  foUowa  then,  that  Congress  must 
ask  for  particular  funds.     They  have  asked  for  one, 
and  it  is  not  complied- with  by  two  States  out  of  thir- 
teen.    Shall  Congress  then  adhere  to  the  demand  ;  or 
shall  they  ehangov  their  application?     If  they -should 
change  it,  could  they  expect  that  there  would  not  then 
be  one  or  two  opposing  States  ?     To  answer  the  ques- 
tion let  it  he  inquired,  what  objects  of  taxation  can  be 
devi^d,  to  which  exceptions  cannot  be  made  ?   Surely 
there  are  none. 


Let  it  be  inquired  nexli  wbetjier  ttere  is  aoy  otgect 
80  tmexceptiooable  asi  that  which  they  hav9^x«<l  upoa? 
The  answer  i9,/no.  It  follows  then,  that  in  chaogiog 
tte  api^icetioa,  there  would  be  less  pro3pect  of  ^iiecess 
than  at  preae&t.  Congress  then  must  adhere  to  iheir 
requisitions  ;  and  if  that  fund  be  not  granted,  we  can* 
aoit  expeel  ibana.  But  it  is  demonstrated  by  enperi* 
eiice>  that -we  ^anpot  get  aulBcient  taxea.  We  eer<- 
tainly  eannot  get  rid  of  the  war,  and  thei^efore  the 
people  must  have  tbeir  property  taken  by  forcel  The 
neeessity  will  jnatify  this.  Bu4  as  I  aaid  before,  who 
will  j^sttfy«ihe  dkeceadty  ?  j&irely  the  auAfaora  c^  it 
9boQild  ^tfaink  of  that  in  fleasem. 

.  Willit  he  a  suffieient  justification,  to  any  fckdt  4he 
dMmnd 'W^Congpess  is  uno9n$iiiuiiomid9  If. a  tiling  be 
neither  W4ieing  nor  forbidden  J t  must  he  adoKisaibk. 
Seieh  a  requifiitaon  ia  AOiwifaece  fbrlricUen,  and  there- 
fore it  is  adnafissible  if  it  be  not  wrong.  Now  Jt.  cant- 
not  be  wifoiig  tO'do  thai  which  lone  ia  obliged  to  .  do, 
be  the  tet  what  it  ipay*  And  Gonigress  mtt  obliged  .to 
siiAke  sueh.jreqjutsitiooB.  But  fuiAher  it  must  ^o  «d^ 
nitiedi  that- they  are  not  contrary  to  the  moral  lavr. 
Suppoatngp  then^  far  argament'a  6a:ke,  that  the  tcbiog 
asJfted.for,  w<Hild  if  granled  be  contrai^}'*  la  the>  o^in- 
federaAion,  Ifao,  the  grant  would  altier  the  cK>nfede- 
ration.  .B^  the  grant  ia  not. lo  tafce.eflecA  without 
general  consent.  The  t^^ederdtion  waa  farmed  by 
general. consent,  and  by  general  consent  it  nbiy  be  al- 
tered. The  requisition,  therel^re^  if  compliied  with, 
will  by  that  vary  complianoe  becnme  oonatttutia^taU 

But  it  may  perhapaibe  suggestedi  that  the  Ave  por 
cent  impost  will  not  be  sufficient  for  llm  object  la 
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Tiew.  This  must  be  aeknowled^ed,  bot  wl^  iofinv 
ence  is  to  be  drawn  from  thence?  Not  that  Congress 
should  Qsk  £ar>tnore.  Under  the  circiitmstiinces  in 
which  they  are  placed,  it  is  daffieolt  to  asceattsim  what 
line  dfcdndiict  Is  td  be  pursued.  If  they  ask  further 
revenues  it  may  be  said,  that  there  is  weakness  in 
framing  new'  demands  before  old  ones  are  complied 
vdlh.  Every  fund  will  meet  with  some  opposition^ 
and  «yery  opposUioq  .encou^agq^  new  opponents.  The 
evil  presses  hard.  Public  credit  is  at  the  last  gasp,  or 
ratter  It  is  twtpined.  l^ot  only  aye  wfe  to  expect  a 
fiM^midable  ftliGimor  ftott)  the  abosed  and  ih^red  cn^d*^ 
itiors)  biifi  thefie  rs  t^My.  yery  httle  hope  of  obtaining 
foreign  loatts.  For  how  c^ii  it  be  e^cpected^  Mhat  a 
RepubHe  withdtit  fuiids  should*  persu^ade  foreign^cftsi  to 
lend  them  iviotiey,  while  its  own  cilizens,  who  hav^. 
alneaJy  leni  theirsr^  ^n  neither  dbtain  the  interest, 
tt0t  kny  solid  secunty,  eKhdr  for  interest  ef  prin- 
dpal.  ' 

Th(s>,  Str^  is  M  object'  of  great  magnitude',  md  one^ 
v^hkh  direaly  <ir  itfdif^ctfy  concetfi%  every  inhabitarrrt^ 
tile  United  States'^.  The  critFcal  dlfumion  we  stand  rvr,  has^ 
rendered  it  necessary  fof!  Congresi^'  lo  demartrd  ir  decided 
answer.  No'tfme  is  to  be  lost,  for  if  the  rei^^enu^^.  cafiffoc 
be  obtanned,  the  public  creditors  must  be  told  so  in  pl>aiA 
wttiis.  The  efforts  to  b^vrtw  fwther  sums?  mmi  cea^  <rf 
eounse,  ^fti  tH<iti  the  whole  weigN  of  tbe  war  muM  fatr  on 
rtfe  peopte^  in  cne  mode  or- Acotfcer.  It  is  a  very  serious 
question,  whether  theKttte  applause,  wUch  individuals  may 
gain  by^  spedious  declamations  and  pubiiescfons  strould  over 
batonee  ev^y  consideraiion  of  mitional  safety.  This  seriows 
tttid  importBdi  qui^stido/  your  Lpgklatut^  is  now,  By  tli^ 


n 
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rep^eseiittliTfis  of  all  Ameriot,  most  solemitiy  otlled  oo  to 
decide. 

I  ami  Sir^  with  perfect  respect,  your  Excalleiicy's  inost 
obedieot  and  bumble  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS^. 


70   p.    FIUNUIN* 

Offiee  of  Finance.  October  27tfa,  Il132. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  encloses  the  eopy  of  apaper 
transmitted,  to  me  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia.  The 
clothing  there  mentioned  is  a  part  of  those  suppliea  for 
the  Stflfte  of  Virginia,  which  the  Court  of  France  hsve 
charged  to  the  United  States.  You  will  recollect  the 
discussions  on  the  subject.  It  is  with  a  very  sin- 
cere desire  to  remove  every  disagreeable  trace  of  them, 
tliat  I  have  agreed  to  a  proposition  made  .me  by  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  in  his  letter  dated  in  CouoiOil 
Chamber  on  the  23d  of  September  l«3t,  of  which  .the 
following  is  an  extract.  ^'The  regulations  you  have 
entered  into  for  clothing  the  cotUinen^l  army  will 
render  useless  to  the  State  a  quantity  of  necessarijss 
now  in  France,  furnished  by  his  i/iosi  Christian  Ma- 
jesty; as  the  terms  we  have  thein  on,  which  I  have 
before  transmitted  to  you,  are  such  as  will  make  the 
payment  easy  to  the  sUnited  States,  we  shall  be  obliged 
to  you  to  take  them  off  our  haods,  and  take  the  debt  so 
far  as  they  go  on  the  States.  You  will  have  a  copy 
of  the  invoice  enclosed,  by  which  you  will  see,  that 
they  will  be  useful  and  necessary  for  tt^e  army,. which 
will,  I  hope,  induce  you   to  oblige  the  State./'    The 


etr^lo^ed WfeiV^d  fo;  is  flmf  dbeiH'^e  triehfibned.  t^rafake 
no  doijbt,  (Kai  the  CeuH  w1I1-cIi608<b  to  coiislder  tb« 
whole  of  th^se  sUppTilss  as  advanced  6n  thie  ct^if  of 
Ihe  Ufiilicd  StkteS.  And  ther^fofe  there  is^o.mtiehl 
Ihe  less  Gf):^*edtit5n  Id 'taking  la  jfmrt  of  the  goods.  Aaf 
(br  the  rc^ttiairtdefr,'  I  think  it  better  for '  Cdngres(s  id 
adjust  the  matter  with  Virginia  than  to  plagoe  the 
King*^Milft!sC«rd  with  alt^rgatWs 'about  it.  '  '  ^ 
I  am,  Sir^  your  ihbst  obedient  and  huimble  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    GOVERNOR    OF    CUBA. 


1 


Philadelphia,  November  ^th,  1782. 

•• '   Sir»    '  •     '*  '  •    ^  '  •   ■  •   .  ' 

I  (jj»jmys0lf  ihe  honoir  to  present  to  you  Mr  ixAm 
Brown  of  th«$  cityy  whikn  I  .have  charged  on  the  part 
of  thp  Uiiiled  Sstates  mhh  tbe  oegotiniiQn^  of  itiite.si 
yotrporty  to  the  amount, of  two  hundrc^d  •  thousand 
dcUars.  Tbe$^  biUn  will  be  dvawa  on  Messrs  J.  h,  ft 
Ia.  2:4^:  Qotil^lx  Ji  Co.  at  Cadhs.  I  h»te  alraadjr 
ikkim  the  peoperiiiieasMcres  for^placi^g  in  their  ihaiids 
tiie  iteeessary  fitods^  I  presume  that  the  aotbafK*  state 
of.  thiogs  ivill  rebder  it  ftsooDvenient  (either  to  ydur 
Gxeelleaey  Qn> the- part  of  the  Kingy  or  to-  the  nken- 
bhants)  t0:pbir^iitae  biHs,  as  it'will  be  l(»\the  United 
States  to  sftU  Ihem.  'Tbe  risk  which  attends  sending 
4>f  DMney  to  '  Eorope,  will  probably  have  raised  *  the 
eMhange  ad  considerably  ,;as  to^corapiensatie  the  riskof 
blinging^  it  bitbec.  •  Thia^  h  oonfeasy  is  the  priiieipal 
reasoA  wilh>nse;f«ar  adopting' this  measure. 

I<  shall  higfaly>  ealeeiii  any  favorable  atssistaoee^  whMi 
VOL.  XII.  38 
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your  J))cceUeQftj\  mfr)r..^;ple9f^>tq  nfl^d^  Mr  Bf0WA 
QO  th|a  oec^^uoA^;  acMl  Ir  persuade  Qiyseif  that  tte  inti^ 
matt;  C0Bpe«ion  of  iQjLer99t9.  betw^ffip^  hia  Q^Mlo^ic^  Miar 
jif Hty . .  a^jd  my  SoveceigQ  duidi^g  the  ,^:4Mitimi4»ee  cif 
bqstilttiea  againat  tbe.ca9iqBion.e(i^i9j^.tv^l  be  a  strong 
i^du(|e«>^0lr  wUb  y/OUutio  prwuotp  the 'A^rvi^^  of  the 
U.BJted  Slates.^  ..   /    »•  ..-,-- 

With  aeDtiinenU.of  tjptQ  .nio4^tp«rf«ct...^lejam^  4ro» 
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Office  of  Finance,  December  bib.,  1782. 

On  the  2Slh  of  May  last,  the  United  States  in  Congress 
resMved,  that  a  Gomtntssi^ndi^  W  i^ppiMtiteH'  to  liquidate 
md  finally  settle  tb^  aooohnts  dP  all.  the  setvants  t)f  die 
Unltbd  States,!  ttho  have  been  i»irudt«d  yffah  the  est^efndU 
lure  of  f)nb1}C' moneys  in  SUir6p6^  On  the'  29th  df  Mj 
hist  It  ivas  reaoh'ed,  that  the  resdhtridA'or  tht>  28th  tif  lilay 
bo  rneonsidered,  and  oh  rhotion  it^  whs  'ord^rad^  tiislt  the 
^id  jfesdlutibn  be  commjtted^  Oa  tfoei'l^b or  N^einber 
last^  oti  the  repdn  of  a'  commincie  ko  wboM^  npon  «  nscwi*- 
8idera(tiion<  the  t esalutioni  of.  the  SSoh  t>f  May  last  was  refer*- 
nedv  it  i^as  resolved  't&at  aoonftmissionaci'be'appoimted  by 
Ootigt^ss  wiifo  fu)!  fiower  aad  aliibofky  tD?  Uqittdate  and 
finally  to  settle  the)  accouhts  of'  all  the  servitnts^  of  tlf^ 
United  States  ia  Earope^nand  to  OQinitienGe  aod  prosto*- 
tcutb  sucb  siiitSf  causes'  and'  actbhs  aa  'inoy  be  oeoesaary 
for  that  purpose,  or  for  tbe  rbcoveiy  ofatiy  |rfoperty  of  the 
snid  United  States,  in  thehandsrof -any:  persons  peraona 
whatsoev'er.     That  the vsaid  oonamiaailmer bisiaiutHoriaed  to 
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Appoint  oM  <0r  tnare  elerks,  ivitb  sifohdhmanoe>as>he  may 
think  f«G«8iQinableV  and  Ihat  ^be'  said  cdmivn^iiMi^r  and 
derics  resf^eeti^ely  take  ati  oath,  iyefore  9oni6  rpitrsdn  duli;^ 
autiiorised  <o  adniiiiister  an  oatb,  faithfuHy  to  exooute  ihc 
iru^'Teposed  in  tb<^  respectively.  Ootbe  same  day  yon 
were  eieet^dlbe  comtiitssioner,  anlt  it  was  resolved,  ihac 
Congress  would  hereafter  make  adequate  provision  fibr  xke 
aaidipomtniteioiMSfr,  aceoreBBg  tothe  nature  and  eicteat  of 
•the  aervioes  wbiehbe  abali  perform.  And  oo  4he'  SOthof 
November <)a»t' it 'waaresohred,  'that  the  St^Dperintendent  of 
Fifianeia  be  dirdoled  to  ktstruct  fte  oeinmissionet  for^settMng 
tbe  iKibito  aecoonts  in  Europe,  to  lake  proper  measures  for 
-adjtistmg,  u4thout  delay,  the  iiccouDt^of  M«  deiBeatrmaiv 
cbafia,  or  itoderique  Hoctaies  &siOo.  and'io  repoit^stioh 
acitlemetit^o  Gohgresa;  that  order  fifay'^e  ta)cen  Air  the 
fMymeitt  of  tlie  bidanee,  if  any^AalUbe  justly  due  frandibat, 
in  ttto  meaQtimey  no  ^ber  renpiiitaiTces-ier  payments  isie 
made  to  Mi  de  Beainntirehda 'or  Roderique  Horiafesb 
Co.  i^  vhtueoi^eny  fernier  rescdation  of  Congress^  .  : 
Endosed  h»tfeih,you  will  find  a^oomaai^sbn  aHlHdrisiig 
-fbU'  to  aet'  in  ihib  business;  and  i  sbf^l  viiovr-eadpavor  to 
ifffvt  yott  aUcbiexphinaitiona  and  direottona'B$-i]iayi)e noeee- 
^ry  ifor  it|ie  -tfoeAinplisbment  tf  'k,  eonaiscinitiy  -Pfhit  tiias 
"mars  and  ^tentioiia  of  :the  United  States  i»  Cn^nMS^ 
Yx>u  iwfU  Jiodoubtediy  imoark,  that  no  sum  is' ifised  ujion 
4a«  Cbe  oocnpensation  for  dibdtity;  cbetieaeon  of  whiebis 
/afipqrent,  itet  iia«il  iihe.OQnif)ileiia»iof  it,  neither  the  nature 
nor  lextent-'Can?  ibe '  perfaetiy  kacrwn.  This  •  mighty  perhaps, 
titfve  induoedia 'rfioiitbl)r  or  annual  ::stipeiad,  to  ^r»y  otlier 
•oomimsaioner,  but  as  your  otfaer^duties  may,  and  probably 
w9l,  occupy  a  part  of  yoiir  ^ttme  and  attention,  wJoiich  nvost 
unvevth^lees  be  <iiidetevmjiHiie,  so  it  ifolknrs,  ahat  •  ma  points 
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Godd  be  pffopGrlrassufned,  by  wbieli  the  r«asoQAble  extent 
of  such' a  8tif>eod  coiikt.  be  known.  I  l)ave,  re«90ii)  to  be* 
lisve,  that  it  isio  tbe-inientionof.Congreag  to  tnato  a  gene*- 
roiis  allowance  for  Che  perroraiance  of  tbis  service  ;  add  I 
ant  persuaded,  that  by  attentioiii  as.<)id««iiy  aod  the  fpiiliful 
exertion  of  your  talents  and  abilittest  you  vfiM  mevit'ibeir 
regard. 

*  Tile  af^nmieot  of  your  clerks,  as  well  i^  tbeadcer- 

taiding  tbeir  oamber  and  revfard,  are  left  to  your  discretion. 

You  wiU  on  tbis  occasion  consult  itbe  pritt^ple^  of  4rue 

ecooMMny,  whioh  dictate  tbe  emptying  as  ma^y  .persons  as 

are  capable  of  performing  the serrice  and  no  more;  the 

4fdcing  care  that  those  employed  are  capable  of  performing 

-tbe  boaitieBs  committed 'to  tbeui}  and  the,  obtaining  such  a 

niitnbtr  of  such  p^raonst  on  the  cbfiiapest  t^ranSf  for  wUcb 

.tbey'caa  be  procured. ^    But  the  wor$(  eotNiomy  in  the 

world.  i8,/to  ciikpby  improper  men*    That  you  may  be 

inablad  to  forma  judgment  of.  liio  lalenta  necessary  to  a 

clerk,  yea  .wtU  observe  that  Congress  in  tbeir. jopdinance  of 

;lilie  llthkof  September^  1781, 'lor,  regulatiae  ihe  treasury 

and  adjusting  ibe  public  aecotiocsf  ofdained  and  declared 

-tbat'the  tderks^  the  number  of  whom  should  be  regukrted 

•by  the  Supertbtendent  of  Finance,  sboukl  be  -appointed  by 

4h8;  Controller.    •  That  it .  should  'be  ibmt .  duty  lo  examioe 

.ail.aeeoilnts  wbicdi  should  be  «ommilted  to*  them-  by  the 

cootrbUer,   to  epcrect  all -errcdrs^  and  to.  tioteiia  writiag 

what  may  appear  exoeptkniable^  either  aaio  ifae  propnety 

of  the  charges  or. the  validity  o(  tbe  i«^oiiefaers»  and  traosmiit 

the  iiocounlB  tvkh  their^  remerko  to  the '.auditor.^    And  that 

the*  party  for  Jiimself^  and  ^e  clerk  on  behalf  of  the  public 

should  be  lieardthsfore  .the^  auditor.     Ftopi  t-he  nature  of 

the  commission  tntruated  lo  yott*  \i  foHows  :iba(  you  must 


OIPLOMAfTfC  CORRfiSFONDKNCE.  301 

both  ceinmit^the  voeountto  the  derk  annd  afterwards  audit 
It,  as  well  as  fioaliy  determine  od  and  adjust  it  |  wbicli  last 
is  done  kere  by  tbeeontpolter,  except  in  cases  where  the 
appoiiMnient  of  a. commissioner  has  been  necessary,  with 
authorities  similar  to  yours«  It  is  to  be  appreliended,  that 
tlie- accounts,  will,  in  immy  instances,  be  exhibited  to  you 
informally;  and  as- it  is  not  dniy  usefot  in  the  first  sealing 
of  complicated  accounts^  to  adhere  to  settled  forms,  but  ab- 
solutely neoessary  to  the  clear  and  easy  understanding  of 
them  aft^r  tbey  are  settled,  so  it  wiir  frequently  b^ome 
necessffiy  to  have  tlie  accounts  restated,  and  all  the  vouch- 
ers of  them  numbered  by  your  clerks*  And  although  all 
yout'own  careand  attention  Willolways  be  requisiieto  detect 
and  discover  errors  and  frauds^  yet  so  much  will  depend  on 
tlie  aocuracy:  and  abilities  of  the  clerks  in  these  investiga- 
tions»  that  I  ciy[iiiot  too  surongly  recommend  to  your  utten- 
tkm  the  bboicoW  able  accountants  for  tlial  purposev 

With  respect  to  the  accounts  of  M.  do  Beaumarchais, 
much  has  beeo-said,  and  therefore^  I  might  dispense,  per- 
haps, witb  saying'  aily thing;  but  as  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  wlidtever-may  have^  been  .the  charactei*  of  the 
persona  conceived,  either  far  ability  or  integrity,  the  business 
wbieh  kias  passed  ^through  ibeir  hands*  has  not  -been  well 
done,  {'•must  desire  't^ot  these  accounts  undergo  your 
surictest  scrutiny.  ¥00  will'  probably  find  some  other  large 
accounts  which  mem  a  like  attetiiion.  in. every  such  case, 
the  obeervations  made  here  will  be  equally  applicable. 
Tou  are  too  well  acquainted  ^ith  me^t^mite  business,  not 
to  kift>w  whal,  how,'  and  when  commissions  are  ciiargeable 
-on  a  trak)saetion.-  I  believe  that  knowledge  and  informa- 
tion on  this  subject  wrH  be  found  vei^  necessary.  They 
will  i)e  mdispensable  should  it  be  attempted  to  charge  seve- 
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xvX  'commmops  >Qa  tb^  name  thing,  whethef  it  be  done 
lopenly,  «s  ^m^kf  ^  opvieiiilyi  as  bfokerage«  factQrag&  and 
tbp  like,  or  atill  mora^oovertly,  roriiaerease  ^  wginaJifNrica. 
Hence,  tbei>eforf»,  it  will  be  feund-oecessary  to  ocgmihst 
»w<dl  ibe  origiofil  prices ;  .eod  it  is  Dmch  tO:be  fennentedkitbtt 
.samples  of  the  ;«jrtifiles  ofiMOt  ibe  i&ird  before  you^  beeftuiB 
.iBanyiiavebeen  received  of  a  quality ooi  oidy  base  but 
jdespicaUe^ 

.  Itkm^  |^a»}ble  at  lUs  tdtfltanee  of  tioie  aihI  place,  «> 
eftcei'tain  by  vsiiom  sacb  articles  firere  t>ur«riiasM|  and  irr* 
deed  many  of  tiiose  wbiob  have  beeo  sbipp^d  hftve^naver 
erciv^S  Modj^r.  suct>  ciivtiiRsteDQ^s  it  .bftcomea  your  duty, 
to  xeqM ire, proof  of  the  quality  lof  aucb  articles  as  appear 
efalirs^d-  to  the  United  Sla^,  and  the  idea  witt  jmtursUy 
saggest  itself  <ihat  ibe  olwriscter  of  the  party  aoMkii^  the 
obaige  will  influenee  the  /neoeaaity  t>f  su^fa  proof,  as  the 
validity  ^tii^  {uroof  itself  >wiU  beinfluenoed  by  the  cbarac- 
ler  of  tbe  iwitpessjEiar 

Had  theiSB  tna^sactioiis  >been  merely  ooofiaed  to  i the  pur- 
chase and  delivery  of.  goads,  tb^  might,  pm'bips,  easily 
Jiavie  bsee  in«resiigat«4)  but  they  estem)  ftbeoaselvcs  lo 
nwiy  ^tlftsr  tJiiegs>a<Aoii^  which  is  ti)e  tfaosportatoNi,  aod 
ie:(pen«es  inoident  to  Jt«  Uoidfer  this  iieadf^two  objects  pre- 
a^  tbemaejves  immediately  io  view.  First,  wibelber  doe 
Qsre  was  )talMA  in  tbe  mode  <ef  tcaosp^riatian  adopted  ;  .aad 
seooadly^  whether  the  eapense  iies  b«ao  redaooaUe  or  ck- 
orbiiMt.  With  respect  to  the  latter,  it. will  cArtainly.be 
yoor  dAiity  lo.aoriieet.improper  or  extprbitanteharges*  But 
.ia  the  foriner  case,  your  conduct  ;must  be  di«ectedi  by  dr- 
iQumstancesin  jiieir  nature  so  varioiwi  ae  to  admit  of  no  pee- 
scribed  tuk,  and  therefone.I  cso  oaly  recprnmeind  k  to  you 
to  eoQ9^\  die  intefyeats  Qtf  ..the  Uoiod  Slates  as  fer  as  the 


principlAa  of  joBtiee^'WJU  permit;  I  kisnir  it  w  ufm^eessary 
to  tell'  y«>Ut  th^t  the  d&llv:ery  of  gpods  purchssed  ftnd  tftif|5^ 
ported ^bouid  be' sh0W%K  before  the  cbMge^  at^  admitted  $ 
but  I  must  desire  tb&t  the  evidence  on'  this  sabject  may  bei 
so  elesiriaod.fihhi'ns.  to  etstblaus  to-  call  the  receiveo  of 
tbem/to  occount.  Case»  wili  dou  bleeds  oeeor  of  loss  \Sf' 
tfae  aocidente  of  the  9ea  and.  by  eneoHes;  these  also  should 
b9  clearly  prcMred,  and  the  causes^  as  much  as  possible,  in^ 
T«sdgated»      * 

Your  eonifDissionwi^  entitle  ydu  to- aid  atidpi^tecffen  m 
tile  exeoutioH'  of  tbe  duties  oomtsrtted  to  yoii;  and  you 
will  make  the  necessary  applications  on  tlie  Subjeet  to  the 
proper  peisons,  wlieoever  etucimnstances^  sbtfll  reqnire.     A 
prifiic^ry  object  will  be  to  discover  what  sums  hnifie  at  any 
tianetor  times  been  .paid  to  the  usei  of  the  United  State!}; 
These  can,  I  suppose,  be  discovered^  aifkd  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  whoni  they  have  been  ptHd,  although  iit  is  possi* 
Ue  that  in  (»lrtaii»  ea;^^  the  persons  by  tw^bom  they  hove 
been  paid  will,  not  be  known  to  yoil*    The  first'  atttimim 
you  form  will  be  a  general  one,  under  the  title  of  loims  and 
subsidies' obtained  rtt  Europe  on  account  c^  the  United 
Sta«e&i    The  debt  of  tIris'Qttoadt  you  ttiay  leave'  in  blank, 
but  the  credit  side  wiU' consist  of  the  $ums  pirid  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  persons  to  whom  they  wer6 
paid.    JSvery  {^ooom-  ci^  tbe^  perso^i^  iviHy  of  course, 
be*  debited  in  pairtie^dwracdoumis^  for  the  respectrve  sums 
so  credited.     These  sums  then  they  are  to  account  fof, 
arid  vitiere'tboy  kit^- paid  ovBi^  to  others,  &ach  payments 
ar^'ag^in.to'be  aecoomed  fer,* until  tbey  are  traoed  to  a 
final. eppropriaiion^  wliich  will^  be <)f  artieles  purchased  for, 
or  secf^i^e^rrendered  tb  tHe  Unit€4  States. 

In  the  GOBi^se  of  tftfS'invc8ti§arionv'  hc^mfi^yit/  nmy  h/kf*- 
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pen,  (bat  in. some  case  of  payoimt  by  one  4a  dnoihcr,  tiw 
ve^iver  shall  not  aoootmt  properljr^  on  which  the  qo^atlon 
will  arise,  bow  faK.tbe  payment,  is  fo  operate  a  discbarge  to 
tbe  party  by  whom'  it  was^  made.  -Thi»  question '  admits  of 
so  many  moditicationsi,  aoeordiitg  to  tlie.  varieties  of  possi- 
ble circumstances,. that  no  provision  -  ckn  be  made,  wbieb 
will  be  applicabie  to  all.  I  batpe  therefore  tl)eU|^U  it  best 
to  endose  for  your  perusal,  the  iostructionis  on  this  sobject 
to  Commissioners  appointed  for  settling  tbe  eld  aocoonts  of 
tbe  civil  departments^  .¥ou.  will  gorem  yourself  by  the 
spirit  of  these  iastruotiom,  nccordittg  -to  cktcumstaooes,  as 
they  arise..  I  have  already- obaeri!ed,iiiiit  the  final  appro* 
priationetf  iiXMieysffHisi  be.>  traced'  to^nioles  jmecbased, 
8fid  aerviees  rendered  $  .but.  aoch  a  general  di^iqeteon 
would  n(H.  be  sufficiently  cledr  'm  tlw  stating  of  acoounts ; 
you  will  pkoe  this  final  appneprlatiob,  tbepeCore,. under  one 
or  oi(ber  of  these  foUc^iving  general  iteade* 

Isu  Sahriei  qnd  Ewpmsesi  ofJPMm. MimstirSy  Com* 
mrnhnenf^andifgenis^  In  thir  aeeount  you  will  eliurge 
hll  money  a  advanoed  ta  any  jpublio  .aec^anta.of  the  United 
joules'  in  Europe  on  account  of  tbeh*  salaries  or  expenses. 
:  :3d*  Chihier  4r$neraps  JkpttrUnMk'  In.  this  aoeount 
yQU  will  .charge  ovei^  aKiele  of:elotbing,  wbieb.  may  baive 
b^eo  puRcbased*    •  ) 

.  ^3d«.  Comm^airy^  ASUtury^SiQf^^I)ep(u4n^  lo 
lbist'eQo<Ku;t  you  will  jobargeall  armst  Mnmiiniiion,  and  the 
like. 

<  4ib»  Qfmriter  Moften  GtneraPs  DqforimttU*  In  this 
eceount  .you.  will  charge- ieikia,  sbeettin  for  camp  kettles^ 
.and  bther  articles  preper<ly<  belonging:  to  that  department. 

5th.     Marine  Dvpmivmnt.*  \n  thii.  you  .will- eliasge  ail 
n^ooeys  expeeded.'.ia-  buiUio^  or  ibttjfng.  siiipe.Qf  war,  tand 
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fining  them  out,  with  the  incidental  charges;  also  all  naval 
stores  purchased  for  the  United  States,  and  the  like. 

6th.  Hospiial  Department.  In  this  you  will  charge 
all  instruments,  medicines,  Sz;c.  &c.  appertaining  to  thlit 
departftient. 

7th.  Merchandise  General.  In  this  you  will  charge 
such  articles  of  stores  as  do  not  fall  within  the  second, 
third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  heads,  if  any  such  there  be, 
and  also  any  articles  ^which  you  shall  be  doubtful  as  to  the 
accotmt  they  ought  to  be  carried  to. 

Bth.  Transpart  Service.  In  this  you  will  charge  the 
purchase,  freightment,  hire,  insurance,'and  the  like,  of  ships 
or  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  any  articles  to  Ame- 
rica. 

9th.  Contingent  Service.  In  this  you  will  charge  the 
expense  of  land  transportation,  expresses,  storages,  and 
other  like  articles ;  also  all  those  things,  which  do  not  fall 
properly  under  some  other  general  head. 

10th.  Prisoners  and  Americans  in  Europe.  In  this 
you  will  charge  all  moneys  paid  for  or  to  American  pris- 
oners or  other  Americans ;  taking  care  so  to  designate  and 
specify  these  charges  and  the  parties,  as  that  those  who 
are  able  nftay  be  called  on  for  repayment.  The  names 
and  uswil  places  of  abode  will  es  far  as  they  are  attainable, 
be  of  importance. 

llth.  Foreign  Officers.  In  this  you  will  charge  all 
sums  advanced  or  paid  to  foreign  officers  coming  to  or  re- 
turning from  America. 

12th.     Interest  of  Debts.     In  this  you  will  charge  all 
sums  paid  on  the  interest  bills  of  exchange,  issued  from 
the  several  Loan  Offices,  and  any  other  interest  moneys, 
which  may  have  been  paid. 
VOL.  XII.  39 
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T3th.  Bilb  of  Exchange.  In  this  you  will  charge  9SI 
sums  paid  on  billti  of  excl^aogey  drawn  by  order  of  Coo- 
gress. 

'li  is  not  impossible,  th^t  in  the  course  of  your  business, 
ycu  may  find  it  necessary  to  raise  some  other  such  general 
accounts,  and  if  so,  you  will  raise  tliem  accordin^y.  You 
will  take  care  to  attend  strictly  to  the  propriety  of  all 
charges  made,  and  to  the  validity  of  tlie  vouchers  by  which 
they  arc  supported.  You  will  examine  veny  particularly 
into  the  accounts  of  armed  vessels  fitted  out  iti  Europe  oa 
account  of  the  United  States,  especially  of  those  wherein 
any  individuals  shall  appear  to  have  been  interested.  And 
you  will  bring  those  persons  to  account,  into  whose  hands 
any  prizes,  or  moneys  for  the  sales  of  prizes,  may  have 
come,  so  that  justice  may  be  done  as>  well  to  the  public  as 
to  the  captors  concerned  therein. 

Whenever  you  finally  settle  an  account,  you  will  take 
care  to  be  possessed  of  the  several  vouchers,  which  to* 
gether  with  the  account  are  to  be  kept  in  your  Consular 
office,  until  further  orders ;  but  you  will  transmit  quadru- 
plicate copies  of  the  general  accounts  by  safe  conveyances 
as  soon  as  possible. 

*    I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  Ssc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGBESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  December  12th,  1782. 

Sir, 
On  the  7th  of  January  last,  Congress  were  pleased  to 
resolve^  that  it  be  an  instrucion  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Finance,  to  prepare  and  report-  to  Congress  a  table  of 
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rate?,  at  which  the  SiSdrent  species  of  foreign  coins,  noosi 
likely  to  circulate  within  tiie  United  State;,  shall  be  re- 
ceived at  the  treasu-ry  thereof^  in  consequence  of  tliis 
resolution,  I  took  the  liberty  to  recommend  die  establish- 
ment of  a  mint,  Which  was  agreed  to.  I  have  taken  many 
steps  to  carry  that  resolution  into  effect,  and  hoped  by  this 
time  to  have  laid  a  satisfactory  state  of  it  before  Congress. 
Delays,  ihd'  causes  of  which  need  not  be  enumerated, 
have  hitlierto  procrastinated  this  matter  beyond  my  expec- 
tations* But  there  are  many  reasons  why  an  immediate 
regulation  of  foreign  coins  should  now  be  made.  It  is  not 
the  least  among  them,  that  all  our  dollars  are  rapidly  going 
to  the  enemy  in  exchange,  for  light  gold,  which  must  even- 
tuatty  cause  a  considerable  loss  and  scarcity  of  silver, 
which  will  be  severely  felt.  I  take  the  liberty,  therefore, 
to  suggest  the  following  Act. 

Whereas,  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual 
Union,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  are  vested 
with  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  regulating 
the  alloy  and  value  of  coin^  strdck  off  by  their  own  au- 
thority, or  by  that  of  the  respective  States ;  and  whereas, 
the  several  requisitions  on  the  States  and  the  public  ac- 
counts of  those  United  States  are  made  and  kept  in  dollars ; 
and  wliereas,  if  is  of  importance,  that  until  money  be  coined 
by  authority  of  the  United  States,  some  fixed  proportion 
be  established  between  the  different  foreign  coins,  most 
likely  to  circulate;  be  it,  therefore  ordained,  by  ihe 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  it  is  ordained 
by  authority  of  the  same,  that  from  and  after  the  1st  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eightythree,  English  silver  coin  be  received 
at  the  rate  of  "One  dollar  and  sixteen  ninetieths  of  a  dollar 
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by  ih6  ounce ;  Dutch  silver  coin  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
and  fifteen  ninetieths  by  the  ounce ;  French  silver  coin  9t 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  fourteen  ninetieths  by  the  ounce; 
Portuguese  silver  coin  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  thirteen 
ninetieths  by  the  ounce;  English,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese 
gold  coin  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  dollars  and  sixtyeight  nine- 
tieths by  the  ounce. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  observe,  Sir,  that  this  estimate  of 
coins  is  founded  upon  the  quantity  of  alloy,  which  they 
respectively  contain.  The  weight  of  each  particular  piece 
current  among  us  is  so  indeterminate,  that  the  value  by 
tale  cannot  be  fixed  ;  but  whenever  the  lates  at  which  they 
go  as  bullion  are  known,  a  table  may  be  formed  in  each 
State  for  the  tale^  according  to  the  customary  weight  which 
prevails. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Head  Qaarten,  December  dOth.  1782. 

Sir, 
.  In  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  Congress,  I  some  time 
since  directed  an  inscription  with  sotne  devices  to  be  en- 
graven on  the  cannon  to  be  presented  to  the  Count  de 
Rochambeau,  and  enclosed  is  a  certificate  of  General 
Knox  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  work  and  its  price. 

In  answer  to  Mr  Billings's  application  to  me  for  his  pay, 
I  informed  him  I  would  write  you  on  the  subject,  and  did 
not  doubt  you  would  order  payment  to  be  n^de. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  Janaary  nth,  1783. 
Sir, 

On  the  9tli  instant,  frono  an  investigation  of  Mr  Grand's 
account  tiien  lately  received,  I  found  (bat  alter  making  due 
allowance  for  Loan  Office  bills,  &c.  wbicb  mi^ht  still 
come  upon  bim,  my  drafts  and  tbose  wbicb  I  bave  di- 
rected, would  exceed  by  sometbing  more  tban  six  millions 
(exclusive  of  the  interest  payable  by  bim .  in  November  on 
the  Dutch  loan)  any  funds  wbicb  be  could  be  possessed  of. 
It  appeared  also  by  indirect  information  so  late  as  in  the 
month  of  September,  that  the  loan  opened  by  Mr  Adams 
had  not  produced  above  three  millions,  so  that  unless  be 
had  met  with  further  success,  there  would  be  a  deBciency 
of  three  millions. 

Had  the  Court  granted  us  twelve  millions  in  the  first 
instance,  bad  Mr  Adams's  loan  produced  six  millions,  bad 
M.  de  Beaumarchais'  bills  been  provided  for  without  re- 
currence to  the  American  banker,  or,  finally,  bad  the 
heavy  deduction  made  by  tbose  bills  been  replaced,  this 
disagreeable  thing  would  not  have  happened.  Presuming 
that  the  loan  of  the  last  year  was  exclusively  at  my  dispo- 
sition, I  drew  during  the  year  to  the  amount  of  it,  and  I 
am  convinced  that  all  my  bills,  and  tbose  drawn  by  my 
authority,  will  have  been  paid.  Rely  on  it,  that  as  1  told 
you  in  a  former  letter,  1  have  acted  gnder  the  influence  of 
dire  necessity,  and  this  you  will  be  convinced  of  by  a  few 
out  of  many  circumstances. 

'Enclosed  you  have  a  general  statement  of  the  public 
accotmt  until  the  yes r  1781,  on  which  you  will  observe 
that  the  army  was  fed  principally,  though  scantily,  by  the 
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specific  supplies  called  for  at  different  previous  periodsi 
and  that  there  remained  in  tiic  treasury  near  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  being  part  of  the  money  which  Colonel 
Laurens  brought  with  him  from  France.  I  also  enclose  to 
you  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  to  Congress  oo  ilie  2]st  of 
October,  and  of  its  several  encbsures,  which  will  need  no 
commentary*;  or  if  it  did,  I*  would  only  add,  that  I  have 
been  obliged  to  sell  part  of  the  goods,  whi^i  trrived  here 
from  Holland^  in  order  to  raise  so  much  money  as  would 
save  my  sinking  credit  from  destruction.  I  would  goioto 
a  detail  of  the  various  measures  pursued  to  stirimlate  the 
exertions.of  the  States,  but  to  do  this  jvith  accuracy,  would 
be  to  give  a  tedious  history  of  my  whole  admiiustration. 
Whatever  expedient  could  suggest  itself,  which  might  liav e 
that  desirable  effect,  I  have  tried,  and  I  do  assure  you,  that 
when  I  look  back  at  the  scenes  I  have  passed  through, 
they  strike  my  own  mind  with  astonislunent.  As  soon  as 
I  can  get  the  accounts  made  up,  I  wiU  transmit  to  you  the 
total  of  our  expenditures ;  but  to  traasmit,  or  even  relate 
our  hazards  and  difficulties,  would  be  inipossible. 

Even  at  this  moment  I  am  making  further  exertions  to 
bring  our  unwieldy  system  into  form,  and  ward  ofF  impend- 
ing evils ;  but  what  the  success  may  be,  heaven  only 
knows.  Imagine  the  situation  of  a  man,  who  is  to  direct 
the  finances  of  a  country  almost  without  revenue,  (for  such 
you  will  perceive  this  to  be)  surrouoded.  by  creditors, 
whosd  distresses,  wbile  they  increase  their  clamors,  render 
it  more  difficult  to  appease  them ;  an  army  ready  to  dis- 
band or  mutiny  ;  a  government,  whose  sole  authority  con- 
sists in  the  power  of  framing  recommenda|ions»  Sureljr  it 
is  not  necessary  to  add  any  cobring  to  such  a  piece,  and 
yet  trutfak  would  justify  more  than  fancy  could  paiot.    The 
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settlement  of  accounts,  long  and  intricate  beyond  compre- 
hension, becomes  next  to  impossible,  from  the  want  of  that 
auiborily  which  is  on  the  verge  of  aoniliilation,  from  4hose 
confusions  wiiich  notliing  can  dissipate  exrcept  the  com- 
plete settlement  of  accounts,  and  an  honest  provision  for 
paymient. 

Upon  discovering  the  situation  of  our  afiairs  in  the  man<^ 
ner  already  mentioned,  I  laid  them  before  Congress.  You 
will  know  the  result.  The  Secretar)'  of  Foreign  Aflairs 
will,  doubtless,  transmit  their  Act ;  to  which  I  must  add  this 
further  communication,  that  t  expect  my  bills  will  amount 
to  a  million  whhin  a  month  from  this  date.  There  are- 
cases,  where  nothing  worse  can  be  apprehended  from  a 
measure  than  what  would  inevitably  happen  whhout  it,  and 
our  present  position  is  one  of  them.  An  immediate  corn- 
mand  of  money  is  alike  necessary  to  our  present  existence 
and  future  prospects.  In  Europe,  when  this  letter  arrives, 
you  will  know  decidedly  whether  we  are  to  expect  peace 
or  war.  We  must  prepare  for  the  latter.  By  so  doing 
we  may  forward  negotrations  for  peace,  and,  at  the  worst, 
will  only  have  incurred  some  additional  expense,  whereas 
by  neglecting  it,  we  risk  the  chance  of  being  taken  un- 
awares, and  paying  very  dearly  the  penalties  of  neglect. 

Bpt,  Sir,  notwithstanding  these  reasons  and  many  others 

will  justify  every  cotnisel  and  every  act  however  irregular 

inother  respects,^  I  would-  not  draw  one  more  bill,  and  I 

wbuki  boldly  hazard  every  consequence  of  the  omission,  if 

I  were  not  persuaded  that  they  would  be  paid.     On  this 

occnnon  your  sovereign  will  expect  your  most  vigorous 

exertions,  and  your  country  will,  I  trust,  be  indebted  to 

you  in  a  degree  for  her  political  existence. 

I  am.  Sir,  See. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   B.    FRANKLIN, 

Office  of  Financei  January  ISth,  1763. 
Dcnr  Sir, 

I  have  received,  in  addition  to  those'  already  acknowl- 
edged,  your  letters  of  the  12th  of  August,  26th  of  Septem- 
ber, and  14ih  of  .October.  I  should,  therefore,  regularlj 
have  received  two  copies  of  the  contract  entered  into  oo 
the  1  Gth  of  July,  between  you  and  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
but  I  suppose  it  has  been  omitted  through  mistake  in  boib 
the  letters  which  refer  to  h.^  I  lament  this  the  more, 
as  no  one  copy  of  it  has  yet  arrived,  and,  consequently, 
the  Congress  cannot  do  what  I  am  persuaded  they  would 
on  the  occasion.  But  although  from  this  circumstance 
they  do  not  make  professions,  yet,  as  f&r  as  I  know  (be 
sentiments  of  that  body,  they  are  penetrated  with  gratitude. 
And  you  hazard  nothing  in  making  to  the  King  the  fullest 
assurances  of  their  desire  to  repay  the  obligations  they 
have  received,  and  gratify  their  affection  for  his  person  and 
family  by  services  and  benefits.  You  will  oblige  me  much 
if  (together  whh  the  contract  in  question)  you  will  send  a 
statement  of  the  Fafmer-General's.  account,  and  of  the 
agreement  with  them- 

You  tell  me  that  the  losses  in  the  West  Indies  preyent 
you  from  obtaining  farther  aid.  It  is,  therefore,  to  us  a 
double  loss.  As  to  the  precaution  you  give  me  about  my 
banker,  you  will  find  that  before  the  receipt  of  Mr  Grand's 
accounts,  I  had  drawn  on  him  beyond  his  funds.  I  have 
this  day  entered  into  an  explanation  with  the  Minister  oo 
that  subject,  and  I  enclose  you  the  copy  of  my  letter,  as 

*  See  this  contract  in  the  Secret  Journal  qf  Congress^  Tol.  IIL 
p.  273. 
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also  of  anotlier  paper  delivered  to  him,  which  may  be 
worth  -your  attention.      In  my  turn,  I   rely   upon  your 
promise   of   exertion    to   pay    my   drafts.      If  one    bill ' 
shpuid  be  proteste(l,  I  could  no  longer  serve  the  United 
States. 

With  respect  to  the  apprehension  you  express  as  tondy 
billis,  I  do  not  perceive  the  matter  in  the  same  point  of 
light  with  you.  The  lists  of  my  bills  are  transmitted  to 
Mr  Grand  by  various  opportunities,  and  ihcy  will  cbeck^ 
any  which  might  be  forged  or  altered. 

{  shall  take  diie^  nctice  of  what  you  say  about  your  sal- 
ary, and  will  enclose^the  bills  to  you.  The  amount  wiH 
depend  on  the  course  of  exchange  during  the  war.  You 
will  be  a  gaine'r,  and  sffier  tlie  peace  you  may  perhaps 
lose  some  trifle,  but  not  much,  because  remittnnces  might 
then  be  made  in  specie,  should  the  exchange  be  extrava- 
gantly high.  You  will  readily  perceive,  that  although  the 
fluctuations  of  exchange  are  in  themselves  of  very  little 
consequence  10  the  individuals  who  may  be  connected 
with  governinent,  they  become  important  at  the  treasury, 
partly  from  the  ntimbers  of  payments  and  consequent 
amount,  but  more  so  because  they  would  introduce  a  de- 
gree of  intricacy  and  perplexity  in  the  public  accounts, 
which  arc  generally  either  the  efl^ect^  or  the  cause  of  fraud 
and  peculation..  Besides,  there  is  no  other  way  of  adjust- 
ing salaties,  than  by  a  payment  of  so  much  at  the  treas- 
ury, unless  by  rating  them  in  the  currency  of  every  differ- 
ent country  as  livres,  dollars,  guilders,  rubles,  &c.  The 
late  n)ode  of  rating  them  in  pounds  sterling,  required  a 
double  excliange.  For  instance,  the  number  of  livres  to 
be  given  in  payment  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  at 
Paris  on  any   given  day,  depends  on  the  then  rate  of  ex- 
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change  between  Paris  and  London,  and  the  value  of  those 

livres  here  depends  on  the  exchange  between  Paris  and 

Philadelphia. 

I  pray  you,  Sir,  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  tbe 

kind  interest  you  take  in  the  success  of  my  administration. 

The  only  return,  whiuh  I  can  make  to  your  goodness,  is 

by  assuring  you,  that  all  my  measures  shall  be  honestly 

directed  towards  the  good  of  that  cause,  which  you  have 

so  long,  so  faithfully,  and  so  honorably  served. 

1  am,  Sir,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 


TO   mi   ORANP. 

« 

ft 

Office  of  Finanee,  January  13th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  several  favors  of  the  13th  of  July, 
11th  and  1 9th  of  August,  and  14th  of  October.  Tlie 
contents  are  far  from  being  agreeable,  but  1  thank  you 
for  the  communication  of  them.  If  I  had  been  so  fully 
apprized  of  our  situation  as  I  now  am,  perhaps  I  might 
have  suffered  everything  to  be  ruined,  rather  than  hare 
risked  my  bills.  But  if  that  had  been  done,  more  men 
would  have  blamed  than  applauded  my  conduct.  I  have 
gone  into  a  full  explanation  with  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  and 
ahhough  he  cannot  as  Minister  approve  what  is  done,  he 
has  loo  much  sense  not  to  see  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  it. 

It  will  be  very  useful  both  to  you  and  me,  that  we  should 
know  exactly  the  state  of  our  affairs,  but  I  cannot  acquire 
that  knowledge  by  any  comparison  of  accounts  in  my  pos- 
session.    You  1  think  will  be  able  to  do  it,  and  for  your 
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assistance  I  seod  the  following  joformatioo.  There  have 
been  issued  from  the  several  Loan  Offices^  bills,  at  thirty 
daya'  sight,  for  eight  miUioris  four  hundred  and  thirtyone 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  livres ;  bills  at  sixty 
days' sight,  for  one  hundred  and  twentyfive  thousand  livres; 
and  bills  at  ninety  days'  sight,  for  one  million  three  hun- 
dred and  sixtyfour  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninetyone 
livres,  thirteen  sous,  and  four  deniers.  An  exdroinatiou 
of  your  books  will  show  at  once  how  much  of  these  sums 
remains  unpaid.  There  have  been  issued  bills  on  Mr 
Laurens  and  Mr  Adams  in  Holland,  for  five  hundred  and 
fortyseven  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixtyfour  guilders 
and  two  thirds ;  and  there  have  been  issued  on  Mr  Jay, 
for  four  hundred  and  fiftyeight  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twentysix  dollars.  A  proper  inquiry  will,  I  suppose,  obt^;n 
the  amount  of  payments  on  all  these  hilts,  and  then  you 
will  be  possessed  of  the  state  of  things  so  fully,  ibat  you 
can  a|iprize  me  of  facts  sufficient  for  my  information.      ^ 

From  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  collect 
on  the  subject,  my  bills  have  very  considerably  exceeded 
youf  funds,  but  I  trust  that  you  have  been  possessed  of  ad- 
ditional fuRds  for  the  acquittal  of  them- in  due  season.  I  do 
everything  that  I  can,  and  shaH  expect  that  you  will  exert 
yourself,  to  aid  Dr  Franklin.  On  those  exertions  I  place 
much  reliance  ;:  being  with  sincere  esteem,  Sir,  your  roost 
obedient.  Sec. 

ROBERT  MOFRIS. 
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TO   M.    D&    LA   LUZBRNJfi. 

Office  of  )*mance,  January  13th,  178S. 

Sir, 

In  the  close  of  our  conversalioii  on  the  Uih  instant, 
your  Ejccellenoy  did  me  the  honor  to  request  that  I  would 
recapitulate  to  you  in  writing,  the  reasons  why  toy  bills 
had  exceeded  the  funds  in  possession  of  Mr  Grand,  by 
about  three  rnilKoos  apd  a  half  of  livres.  I  undertake 
this  task  with  pleasure,  but  I  wili  premise,  that  ia  ibe 
course  of  this  letter  (seeking  clearness  more  than  pre- 
cision) I  will  not  trouble  you.  with  an  attentipp  to  fractional 
sums,  but  rather  to  round  numoers. 

You  will  remember,  Sir,  that  shortly  after  ypur  arrival 
iq  this  country,  the  Congress,  while  they  continued  their 
drafts  for  interest,  added  a  number  of  other  bills  on  Dr 
Franklin,  at  a  long  sight,-  which  they  directed  to  be  sold ; 
and  urged  by  tbeii*  necessities,  and  relying  on  the  success 
of  measures  then  just  undertaken)  they  drew  other  bilk  at 
a  lopg  sight  on  their  Ministers  in  Spain  and  Holland. 
Before  this  th^y  bad  drawn  bills  on  Dr  Franklin,  in  favor 
of  M*  de  Beaumarchais,  for  nearly  three  millions,  of  whbh 
two  millions  and  a  h&lf  were  payable  in  June,  1782.  Tbe 
amount  of  all  these  bills,  exclusive  of  those  to  M.  de  Beau- 
marchais, was  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  millions. 
Hotv  great  a  proportion  of  this  sum  had  been  paid,  and 
how  much  remained  due,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  de- 
termine with  precision,  because  I  had  not  received  tbe 
accounts,  but  the  best  estimate  in  my  power  was  made. 

Your  Excellency  will  also  remember,  that  from  the 
sketch  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  deliver  from  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  there  was  due  on  the  Dutch  loan  of 
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1781  about  four  millions,  or  three  and  a  half  after  de- 
ducting  tbe  supposed  expenses  of  that  loan.  I  considered 
this  balance  as  sufficient .  to  liquidate  what  I  estimated  to 
remain  due  of  the  several  bills  drawn  by  order  of  Congress 
as  above  mentioned,  excepting  the  two  millions  and  a  half 
payable  in  June  last.  I  perceivei  however,  from  Mr  Grand's 
accounts,  that  although  his  Majesty,  among  other  acts  of 
his  royal  generosity,  remitted  the  expenses  of  the  loan,  yet 
the  balance  actually  touched  by  the  banker,  amounted 
only  to  about  two  and  a  half  millions.  Thus  therei  was 
a  deficiency  of  a  million  in  what  1  bad  relied  upon  to 
acquit  former  engagements.  It  is  necessary  for  me  to 
mention  here,  that  I  had  allowed  also  for  a  supposed  de- 
duction on  account  of  the  Virginia  goods,  but  as  I  had  also 
supposied,  that  fewer  of  the  Congress  bills  remained  un- 
paid than  appeared  afterwards  to  have  been,  so  one  error 
eventually  corrected  the  other,  and  left  the  deficiency  still 
at  a  million.  It  is  .proper  <ilso  to  obsei've  further,  that 
although  the  loans  and  subsidies  of  1781,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  twenty  millions,  had  been  principally  em- 
ployed lin  the  purchase  of  clothing  and  military  stores,  yet 
the  continuance  of  those  things  in  Europe  by  various  de- 
lays and  miscliances  obliged  me  to  make  provision  for  the 
same  articles  here,  forming  thereby  a  heavy  deduction 
from  the  small  means  which  were  at  my  disposal. 

Having  said  thus  much  of  things  previous  to  the  year 
1782,  1  roust  now  take  the  liberty  to  remind  your  Excel- 
lency, that  I  had  requested  the  sum  of  twelve  millions  for 
that  year,  on  tbe  principle,  that  after  deducting  two  millions 
and  a  half  for  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  the  remaining  nine 
and  a  half  would  be  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  then  did 
expect  much  more  from  tbe  States  than  has  been  received. 
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^he  Coart,  however,  granted  only  six  millions,  but  I  bad 
€very  reason  to  suppose,  that  this  sum  would  be.  exclu- 
sively at  my  disposition  ;  and.  therefore  in  consequence  of 
your  Excellency's  assurances,  and  according  to  your  advice, 
I  drew  twelve  bills  of  half  a  millipu  each  on  Mr  Franklin, 
in  favor  of  Mr  Grand,  and  I  appropriated  this  money  to 
the  payment  of  what  bills  I  should  draw  on  him  ;  excepting 
a  part  which  I  desired  him  to  ship  during  the  last  summer, 
when  bills  were  not  saleable,  and  which  I  expected  here  in 
November,  or  December ;  but  as  it  did  not  arrive,  I  con- 
jectured as  the  event  has  shown,  that  no  shipment  was 
made,  and  extended  my  bills  accordingly.  As  to  M*  de 
Beaumarchais'  bills,  I  expected  that  some  *  arrangement 
might  have  been  taken  with  relation  to  them,  ^according  to 
oor  conversations.  For  although  you  dedafied  that  you 
bad  no  instructions  on  that  subject,  yet  you  saw  with  me 
that  our  funds  would  not  bear  such  a  deduction,  and  the 
line  of  conduct  which  you*  advised,  was  precisely  that 
which  I  pursued,  as  I  shall  presently  have  occasion  to 
mention. 

I  relied  then  on  the  loan  of  six  millions,  and  on 
three  millions  which  Mr  Adanis  had  obtained  in  Hol- 
land, so  long  ago  as  in  September  last  My  appropri- 
ation of  these  sums  was  as  follows.  Bill^  drawn  on 
Mr  Grand  in  178d  for  six  millions,  being  the  amount 
of  the  loan  made  by  his  Majesty ;  one  million,  negoti- 
ated through  the  Havana;  half  a  million  which  I  di- 
rected for  payment  of  interest  on  the  Dutch  loan  of 
17S1  ;  and  a  million  and  a  half  drawn  for  in  1783,  at 
the  time  I  had  the  honor  to  speak  to  your  Excellency, 
formed  the  amount  of  three  millions  in  Holland,  which 
by  the  Acts  of  Congress  were  exdu^ively  at  my  dis- 
position. 
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It  was  abt,  therefore,  until  the  investigatioa  of  Mr 
Gk*and's  accounts,  that  I  was  strudk  with  the  deficiency 
aboTe  mentioned,  and  which  arose  from  the  differenee 
of  one  million  due  on  the  former  transactions  mor^ 
than  I  had  calculated,  and  two  millions  and  a  half  to 
M«  de  Beanmarchais.  The  moneys  which  I  supposed 
to  be  at  my  sole  disposal  were,  I  found,  subject  to  Dr 
Franklin's  order,  and  therefore  Mr  Grand  instead  of 
six  millions  possessed  only  two  an^  a  half  towards 
answering  my  bills  drawn  in  1762.  I  had  written  to 
Dr  Franklin  in  the  manner  agreed  between  us  as  to 
M.  de  Beaumarchais.  But  the  money  was  paid  before 
the  letter  arrived.  I  should  not,  however,  do  that 
justice  to  Dr  Franklin  which  I  ought,  if  I  did  not 
observe,  that  I  think  he  was  perfectly  right  in  causing 
those  bills  to  be  paid.  You  will  consider,  Sir,  that 
they  had  been  drawn  in  1779,  and  negotiated  for  three 
years,  through  diiEf^rent  parts  of  Europe  and  America, 
on  the  public  faith  and  credit'  of  the  United  States.  It 
IS  a  very  moderate  calculation  to  suppose,  that  a  thou- 
sand different  people  wfere  interested  in  the  sum  of 
three  and  a  half  millions.  Protesting  the  bills,  there- 
fore, would  have  sent  them  back  again  from  one 
person  to  iEinother,  affixing  a  stigma  on  our  character 
wherever  they  went.  The  necessary  consequence 
would  have  been,  not  only  ^a  total  loss  of  credit  in 
Europe,  but  that  no  person  here  would  have  bought 
my  bills.  The  funds,  therefore,  which  I  could  com- 
mand would  have  been  useless,  and  the  difference 
between  not  having  money  and  not  being  able  to  use 
it  is  immaterial. 

Having  said  thus  much,  Sir,  on  the  reason  of  the 
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deficiency,  I  find  it  proper  to  add,  that  the  bills  drawn 
in  December  and  Novemberamount  to  two  millions  $ 
which  being  at  thirty  days'  sight  will  not  be  payable 
jintil  February  or  March  next.  One  million  negoti- 
ated through  the  Havana  on  Cadiz,  thence  to  Paris, 
&c.  will  not  finally  be  payable  until  March  and  April. 
And  one.  million  drawn  the  beginning  of  this  month  at 
one  hundred  days'  sight,  will  not  fall  due  until  some 
time  in  April  and  May*  On  the  other  hand,  any  far- 
ther Success  of  Mr  Adams's  toan  will  apply  for  the 
payment. 

I  (rust  from  the  whole  state  of  these*  things  your 
Excellency  will  see,  that  nothing  has  iiltroduced  any 
disorder  into  these  transactions^  but  the  appropriation 
without  my  authbrity  of  moneys  intended  to  be  at  oiy 
disposition,  and  -that  this  again  hfts  arisen  from  the 
utter  incapacity  of  Dr  Franklin  any  otherwise  to 
ao<{ait  the  demands  on  him,  arising  from  expenditures 
made  some  years  before  my  administration.  If  I 
might  venture,  therefore,  to  advise,  it  should^ be  that 
three  and  a  half  or  four  millions  were  paid  to  Mr 
Grand  as  an  addition  to  the  loan  of  1782,  and  then  the 
sum  which  the  Court  may  think  proper  to  advance  for 
1783,  being  clear  of  preceding  transactions,  I  will 
pledge  myself  that  no  act  of  mine  shall  exceed  -the 
limits  to  be  prescribed  by  your  Court.    * 

You  see,  Sir,  that  I  rely  on  aid  for  the  current  year  ; 
and  this  brings  me  to  the  resolution  of.  Congress, 
which  I  had  also  the  honor  to  communicate.  You 
observed  on  it  with  great  propriety,  as  a  Minister  of 
France,  that  you  advised  me  not  ^o  comply  with  it; 
and  as  a  Minister  of  the  United  States  I   might  reply. 
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that  I  should  certainly  obey  the  order  of  my  masters. 
At  the  bottom  I  beliete  we  are  both  agreed.  I  would 
not  put  my  name  to  a  bill  if  I  doubted  the  payment, 
and  you  must  be  convinced  that  it  is  necessary  to 
draw.  Not  to  mention  those  critical  circumstances  of 
the  army,  which  you  are  perfectly  apprized  of,  it  must 
be  remembered  how  important  an  effect  it  might  have 
on  the  negotiations  for  peace,  if  we  should  now  negleet 
to  prepare  for  war,  and  much  more  if  we  should  suffer 
any  serious  misfortune.  To  keep  the  army  together, 
in  good  humor  and  prepared  for  action,  is  a  duty 
which  we  owe  alike  to  ourselves,  to  our  allies,  and  to 
our  associates  in  the  war. 

I  shall  I  believe  draw  within  a  month  for  at  least  a 
million*  You  know.  Sir,  that  the  funds  given  by  the 
States  are  ineompetenti  and  I  am  sure  you  willflo  me 
the  justice  to  believe,  that  I  haye  done  all  in  my 
power  to  husband  our  means  and  to  increase  tbem. 
That  I  have  not  talents  equal  to  this  task  must  be 
lamented  and  forgiven.  It  is  not  my  fault  but  my 
misfortune.  The  share  of  abilities  which  I  possess,  be 
it  what  it  may,  has  been  faithfully  exerted.  If,  how- 
ever, I  have  incurred  censure  on  the  present  occasion, 
it  must  be  because  I  was  ignorant  of  what  I  could  not 
know,  and  did  not  perform  what  was  not  in  my  power. 
.  I  am,  Sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

VOL.     XII.  41 
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TO   JOHN  ADAMS. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  lOth,  1783. 
Sir, 

Although  I  have  not  y^t  been  honored  with  any 
letters  from  your  Excellency,  I  cannot  omit  the  occa- 
sion of  writing,  which  offers  itself  by  Mr  Jefferson. 
Having  already  congratulated  you  on  the  acknowl- 
edgement of  our  independence  by  the  States-General, 
and  on  the  rapid  success  of  your  labors  equally  splen- 
did and  useful,  I  hope  when  this  letter  shall  have 
reached  your  hands  I  may  have  the  additional  cause  cf 
congratulation,  that  the  loan  you  have  opened  in  Hol- 
land shall  have  been  completed.  This  is  a  circum- 
stance of  great  importance  to  our  country,  and  most 
particularly  so  to  the  department,  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  fill.  Whatever  may  be  the  success  of  it, 
whether,  general  or  partial,  I  pray  your  Excellency  to 
favor  me  by  every,  conveyance  with  every  minute 
detail,  which  can  tend  to  form  my  judgment  or  en- 
lighten my  mind. 

For  the  more  perfect  security  of  our  correspondence 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  the  counterpart  of  a 
cypher,  to  the  use  of  which  you  will  soon  beconte 
familiarised,  and  I  hope  you  will'  be  convinced,  that 
any  confidence  with  which  you  may  honor  mc  shall 
be  safely  reposed  and  usefully  employed  for  the  public 
benefit. 

I  i)ave  the  honor  to  be,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 
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TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF    PENNSTX.TANIA. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  20th,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  iiad  tliG  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  favor  of 
the  18th  of  last  evening*  In  answer,  it  beconies  my  duty 
to  convey  to  your  Excellency,  the  painful  information,  that 
those  affairs  of  Congress,  which  relate  to  the  public  reve- 
nue,  are  reduced  to  the  most  critical  situation.  They  are 
now  under  contemplation  of  that  honorable  body,  and  I 
shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  communicating  to  the 
several  States  the  result  of  their  deliberations. 

It  is  also  my  duty,  Sir,  on  this  occasion,  to  remind  your 
Excellency,  that  on  the  2d  dny  of  November,  1781,  the 
Congress  required  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  one  mil« 
lion  one  Inindred  and  twenty  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety  four  dollars,  as  the  quota  of  that  State,  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  year  1782.  This  sum  was  to  have  been 
paid  in  equal  quarterly  proportions,  commencing  on  the  1st 
day  of  April  last.  I  nm  extreniely  sorry  to  mention,  that 
during  the  whole  of  the  year,  1782,  there  has  been  re- 
ceived towards  the  payment  of  this  quota,  only  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty*- 
five  dollars  and  twenty  four  ninetieths,  being  less*  than  a 
tenth  of  the  sum  required^  It  is  of  little  avail,  Sir,  that 
the  army  who  are  the  immediate  sufferers,  or  the  people  of 
America  whose  national  existence  is  so  imminently  haz- 
arded, should  be  told,  that  a  law  has  been  enacted  for 
raising  the  sum  required.  Ij,aws  not  executed,  or  which 
from  their  nature  are  not  to  be  executed,  only  substitute 
deception  in  the  place  of  denial.  Congress  can  never  be- 
lieve, that  a  Stale  seriously  means  a  compliance  with  the 
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demands  made  on  it,  unless  the  laws  be  such,  that  responsi- 
ble officers  be  sufficiently  empowered  to  collect  the  taxes 
by  certfiin  specified  periods,  and  that  the  Continental  Re- 
ceiver of  taxes  be  empowered  after  such  periods  shall  have 
elapsed,  to  issue  executions  against  the  persons  and  estates 
of  those  officers  for  any  deficiency,^  which  may  remain  of 
the  sums  payable  by  them  respectively. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  QBOROE   WASHINOTOM. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  2l8t,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  6th  and 
8th  instants.  I  have  directed  the  Commissary  of  Marine 
Prisoners  to  appoint  a  proper  agent  at  Dobbs'  Ferry,  and  I 
hope  for  your  Excellency's  advice  to  him  on  that  occasion, 
which  he  will  be  desired  to  apply  for.  Without  wishing  to 
incur  the  blame  of  too  great  suspicion,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
suggest,  (as  an  additional  reason  Cor  caution,)  that  moneys 
intended  for  oonunercial  pursuits,  might  be  transmitted  un- 
der the  idea  of  relieving  prisoners^  Mr  Skinner  has  never 
yet  communicated  his  returns  or  accounts. 

It  was  with  very  great  pleasure,  Sir,  that  I  pM  the 
money  you  desired,  to  Mr  Adams,  and  I  beg  you  to  be- 
lieve, that  I  shall  at  all  times  be  happy  to  facilitate  your 
views;  At  present,  the  negotiotion  happens  by  good  luck 
to  minister  alike  to  your  convenience  and  mine.  I  asi 
very  sorry,  that  you  did  not  make  an  earlier  mention  to 
me  of  your  demands  for  secret  service.  I  would  have  an- 
^ipated  your  views,  had  it  not  escaped  my  attentiony  Cor 
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be  tbe  distresses  of  my  department  what'they  nfay,  this  is 
of  too  much  importance  ever  to  be  neglected.  I  think  it 
best  in  futnre^  that  a  solid  arrangement  should  be  takcny 
and  for  this  purpose  I  will  give  directions  to  the  Paymaster 
General  always  to  keep  some  money  in  the  hands  of  his 
deputy,  to  answer  your  drafts  for  contingencies  and  secret 
service.  I  have,  as  you  will  see,  taken  methods  to  put  the 
deputy  in  cash,  and  then  your  Excellency  will  be  relieved 
from  any  further  care  than  the  due  application.  I  am, 
however,  to  pray  lor  the  sake  of  regularity  in  accounts,  that 
your  Excellency  in  the  warrants  would  be  so  kiiid  a»  to 
specify  the  particular  service  wnen  on  the  contingent  ac* 
count,  and  draw  in  favor  of  one  of  jrour  family  on  account 
of  secret  services,  mentioning  that  it  is  for  secret  service. 
I  shall  direct  Mi^Swanwick  to  endorse  the  bills  on  you  in 
favor  of  Mr  Adams  to  the  Paymaster  General,  whose  dep* 
uty  will  receive  from  your  Excellency  the  amount* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THS  IPAX8IX>£KT   OV   COKORESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  Jannaiy  24th,  1783. 

Sir, 
As  nothing  btit  tbe  public  danger  would  have  induced 
me  to  accept  my  office,  so  I  was  determined  to  hold  it 
until  the  danger  was  past,  or  else  to  meet  my  ruin  in  the 
common  wreck.  Under  greater  ditficuhies  than  wer&  a^v 
prehended  by  the  most  timid,  and  with  less  support  than 
was  expected  by  the  least  sanguine,  the  generous  confi- 
dence of  the  public  has  accomplished  more  than  1  pre-* 
sumed  to  liope. 
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Congress  will  recollect,  that  I  expressly  stipulated  to 
take  no  part  in  past  transactions.  My  attention  to  the 
public  debts,  therefore,  arose  from  the  convictioni  tbat 
fundiug  them  on  solid  revenues  was  the  last  essential  work 
of  our  glorious  revolution.  The  accornplishment  of  this 
necessary  work  is  among  the  objects  nearest  my  heart,  and 
to  effect  it,  I  would  sacrifice  time,  properly,  and  domestic 
bliss. 

Many  late  circumstances  have  so  far  lessened  our  ap- 
prehensions from  the  common  enemy,  that  my  original 
motives  have  almost  ceased  to  operate.  But  other  cir- 
cumstances  have  postponed  the  Establishment  of  public 
credit  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  fear  it  will  never  be  made. 
To  increase  ou;*  debts,  while  Uie  prospect  of  paying  ihem 
diminishes,  does  not  consist  whh  my  ideD«  of  integrity.  I 
must,  therefore,  quit  a  situation .  which  becomes  utterly  in- 
supportable. But  lest  the  public  measures  might  be  de- 
ranged by  any  precipitation,  I  will  continue  to  serve  until 
the  end  of  May. .  If  effectual  measures  are  not  taken  by 
that  period,  to  make  perm;:nent  provision  for  the  public 
debts  of  every  kind.  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  appoint 
some  other  man  to  be  the  Superintendent  of  their  Fi- 
nances. I  should  be  unworthy  of  the  confidence  reposed 
in  me  by  my  fellow  citizens,  if  I  did  not  explichly  declare, 
that  I  will  never  be  the  minister  of  injustice. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

'  Office  of  Finance,  Febniary  26th,  1783. 

Sir, 

A  number  of  those  who  have  contracted  engagements 
tvith  me.  will,  I  know,,  place  a  personal  reliance  on  me  for 
the  fulfilment  of  them.  As  the  time  approaches  very  fast 
when  I  am  to  quit  this  office,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  make 
the  necessary  preparations.  Among  these,  I  must  place 
the  due  iind  seasonable  information,  which  as  an  honest 
man  [  must  convey  to  those  who  have  confided  in  me.  I 
am,  therefore,  to  pray  that  the  riijunction  of  secrecy,  con- 
tained in  the  order  of  the  24ih  of  January  last,  may  be 
taken  off.  At  the  same  time,  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest 
to  Congress,  that  the  early  appointment  of  my  successor, 
will  give  hiro  opi)ortunity  to  take  such  measures  as  may 
prevent  many  inconveniences  that  might  otherwise  happen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^  S^c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   CTEOROE    WASHINGTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  27th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a 

letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  which  was  written  on 

the  24th  of  last  month.      I  should  have  transmitted  it  to 

you  on  the  next  day,  but  contrary  to  my  expectations, 

Congress  enjoined  secrecy.     I  yesterday  wrote  a  letter,  of 

which* I  also  enclose  a  copy,  and  in  consequence  of  it  I 

am  this  instant  informed  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy  is 

taken  off.     I  seize,  therefore,  the  earliest  moment  to  give 

you  the  information. 
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I  do  assure  you,  Sir,  that  nothing  would  have  induced 
me  to  take  this  step,  but  a  painful  conviction  that  the  situ- 
ation of  those  to  whom  the  public  are  indebted  is  des* 
perate.  I  believe,  sincerely,  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
members  of  Congress  wish  to  do  justice;  but  I  as  sin-r 
cerely  believe  that  they  will  not  adopt  tiie  necessary  meas- 
ures, because  they  are  afraid  of  offending  their  States. 
From  my  soul  I  pity  the  army,  and  you,  my  Dear  Sir,  in 
particular,  who  must  see  and  feel  for  their  distresses,  with- 
out the  power  of  relieving  them. 

1  did  flatter  myself  that  I  should  have  been  able  to 
procure  for  tliem  that  justice  to  which  they  are  entitled ; 
and  in  the  meantime,  I  labored  to  make  the  situation  as 
tolerable  as  circumstances  would  permit.  For  the  assist- 
ance which  you  hi^ve  kindly  afforded  me,  I  pray  you  to 
accept  my  thanks,  and  to  be  assured  that  I  shall  ever 
retahi  on  that  account  the  most  grateful  emotions.  My 
thnr;ks  are  due  also  to  all  our  officers,  for  I  know  that  un- 
wearied pains  have  been  taken  to  give  them  disagreeable 
impressions,  and  I  sim,  therefore,  doubly  inde1)ted*for  the 
just  sentiments,  which  amid  so  many  misrepresentations 
they  have  constantly  entertained.  I  hope  my  successor 
will  be  more  fortunate  than  I  have  been,  and  that  our 
glorious  revolution  may  be .  crowned  with  those  acts  of 
justice,  without  which  the  greatest  human  glory  is  but  the 
shadow  of  a  shade. 

I  am,  Sir,  8ic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TQ   WILLiAH   OARMICHAEli,    IN   MADRID. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  4thy  178^. 

Sir, 

You  will,  probably  recollect  that  Mr  Jay  protested  4en 
bilk  of  exchange,  eatb  for  two  hundred  and  twentyfive 
Mexican  dollars, .  of  which  the  list  is  enclosed*  These 
bills,  with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  cent  damages,  amount 
to  two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  for  which  I  havci 
this  day  signed  a  3et  of  bills  on  you,  w4)ich,  to  avoid  the 
dangers  to  which  cominqnication  is  liable,  are  extended  to 
the  eighth  hi)).  This  draft  is  at  six  months'  sight,  and  I  am 
to  deare  that  you  will  honor  it,  and  take  your  reimbursement 
on  Mr  Grand.  The  length  of  'sight  may  probably  place 
it  at  a  considerable  discount  on  the  exchange  of  Madrid, 
and  it  is  probable,  also,- that  you  may  draw  on  Mr  Grand 
to  advantage ;  if  so,  1  conceive  it  would  be  best  ^o  have 
th^  bill  bought* 

Draw  oo  Mr  Gralnd  at  the  common  usance,. and  close 

tbe  transaction ;  which  I  hope  may  be  the  last  of  the  kind, 

which  the  American  government  will    be  concerned  in« 

Aa  additional  reasoo  for  suggesting  this  is,  that  should  this 

bill  go  through  hands  ignorant  of  the  whole  transaction,  it 

may  give  rise  to  conjectures,  that  the  former  practice  of 

drawing  is  about  to  be  revived.     I  should  have  drawn  on 

France  or  paid  in  cash,  but  as  the  party  is  at  Boston,  and 

the  rate  of  the  exchange  unfixed,  it  is  more  confprmable  to 

mercantile  usage  to  give  a  nqw  bill  for  the  principal  and 

damages. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

.   ROBERT  MORRIS. 

FOb.  ui.  42 
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TO   THE    P&S8IDENT   07   OOKOBXSS. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  8thy  1783. 
Sir, 

I  reeeived  yesterday  afternoon  a  report,  which  is^  to 
be  considered  on  Monday  the  lOth  instant,  and  wkh 
it  I  received  an  order  to  transmit  my  observations. 
The  shortness  of  the  time  obliges  me  to  ask  indiilgence 
for  deficiencies  or  inaccuracies.  I  have  always  be- 
lieved that  Congress  were  disposed  to  do  jmtice  to  the 
public  creditors,  and  I  shall  presume  that  the  potoer  o{ 
Congress  will  be  exerted  for  that  purpose. 
'  There  appear,  therefore,  two  principal  points  to  be 
considered. 

I.  What  justice  requires  ;  and, 

II.  What  Congress  have  power  to  do. 

To  the  first  I  ansi;^er.  Justice  requites  that  the  debi 
be  paid.  The  principles  of  justice  require  that  from 
a  government,  which  &  tourt  of  justice  exacts  from  an 
individual.  '  Goverinment  have  no  right  to  oblige  cred- 
itors to  commute  their  debts  for  anything  else.  -Any 
revenues,  therefore,  to  be  pledged  for  the  restoration 
of  public  credit  must  be  such,  that  money  may  be  bor- 
rowed on  them  to  pay  those  to  whom  it  is  due  y  any 
plan  which  foils  short  of  ^hat  object  will  not  do  justice. 
And  no  plan  will  embrace  that  object  unless  it  be  such 
that  under  it  individuals  would,  prefer  government 
security  to  any  other.  In  our  particular  situation  it 
appears  clear,  that  such  public  creditor  has  a  complete 
right  to  demand  his  whole  debt  from  Congress,  and  to 
name  the  terms  on  which  he  will  forego  it,  and  that 
Congress  have  a  similar  right  in  regard  to  the  States.  ' 
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la  order  to  determine  on  the  seeobd  queatioQi  vis. 
the  power  of  Congress,  we  must  resort  to  the  eonfed* 
erstioo.  By  the  eighth  article  it  will  a|q[)ear,  that 
Congress  have  a  right  to  determine  on  the  sum  to  he 
paid  by  the  States,  and  the  time  of  pB}m[ie6t ;  and  that 
this  sum  is  to  be  paid  by  the  States  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  value,  or  an  estimation  to  be  made  in 
the  mode  to  be  appointed  by  Congress.  It  is,  there- 
fore,  in  iht  power  of  Congress  to  call  for  payment  of 
the  whole  debt  by  any  day  ;  such  £or  instanoe  as  .the 
lat  of  Janiiary ;  and  to  have  a  valuation  made  some 
previous.day ;  such  for  instance  as  tb&  1st  of  Septem- 
ber. Tim  right  of  Congress  is  perfect,  and  the  duty  to 
paif  absolute.  It  appears  necessary  ihat  thiis  power  be 
exerted  in  the  most  decisive  form,  and  that  whatever 
general planot  AnajxcQ  may  he  adopted,  the  concur- 
rence of  each  State  in  aruch  plan  should  be  admitted  as 
an  alternative  for  not  paying  her  apportioned  quota  of 
the  whole  debt.    My  reasons  are  these. 

.1st.  It  will  not  be  believed,  that  Congress  have*  no 
power  to  do  justice  until  the  power  which  they  have 
is  exerted. 

iSdly.  The  public  creditors  have  a  right  to  expect 
that  exertion. 

3dly.  Until  it  be  made,  a  compliance  with  the  de-» 
mands  of  Congress  will  be  considered  by  the  States  as 
a  matter  of  favor  and  not  of  right. 

4thly.  Congress  having  a  right  to  the  whole  money, 
it  follows  that  they  have  the  exdtisive  right  to  name 
those  lireeise  terms  on  which  they  will  commute  it. 

Sthly.  Hence  it  follows  that  their  plan,  (be  it  what 
it  may)  must  be  adopted  by  the  Spates  in  all  its  parts, 
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because   none  of  them    can  have  a  ^right  to   hiake 
amendments* 

6thly.  The  objections  heretofore  raised  against  the 
impost  will  by  this  means  be  totally  done  away,  be« 
cause  each  State  may  at  its  option  either  comply  with 
the  general  pkn  or  pay  her  particular  share  of  the 
whole  debt. 

^7thly.  If  the  plan  proppsed  as  an  alternative  be 
adopted,  it  will  from  the  nature  of  the  ease  be  an  ex- 
press national  compact  between  the  United  States  and 
each  individual  State.  The  revenue  will  have  been 
purchased  by  Congress  and  they  will  have  a  perfect 
right  io  insist  on  their  bargain. 

Sthly.  The  plans  ef  Congress  will  by  this  means 
be  greatly  facilitated  in  the  States,  because  the  argu- 
ments will  apply  to  men's  feelings,  and  they  will  at 
once  perceive,  that  it  is  better  to  give  a  permanent 
revenue  of  six,  than  make  immediate  payment  of  a 
hundred.  Every  term  and  condition  in  the  plan  will 
then  be  fair,  because  if  the  revenues  be  such  as  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Legislature  will  fall  too  heavy  on 
their  constituents,  they  can  adopt  others,  borrow  on 
theit-  own  account,  and  pay  in  their  share  at  the  day 
named.  So  that  the  United  States  will  either  receive 
the  whole  money,  and  pay  all  their  debts,  or  they  will 
get  solid  revenues  to  fund  the  whole,  or  they  will  re- 
ceive a  part  and  have  such  revenues  for  the  remainder. 

It  also  appears  to  me  that  our  situation  requires  the 
utmost  despatch,  and  therefore  I  wish  much  that  the 
day3>  named  should  be  shorter  than  those  abov^  men- 
tioned. The  Act  of  the  I7th  of  iast  month  has  been 
duly  forwarded  to  the  several  States^  but  there  will  be 
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no  impropriety  in  taking  a  shorter  mode  of  valuation 
for  apportioning  the  debt,  and  leaving  the  Valuation  by 
the  Act  of  the  17th  to  apply  to  the  yearly  apportion- 
ments subsequent  to  the  last  year.  Various  modes  of 
making  a  speedy  valuation  might  be  suggested ;  such 
for  instance,  as  that  Congress  should  appoint  a  com- 
missioner for  each  State,  directing  them  to  meet  at 
this  place  on  tho  1st  of  June  and  determine,  that  the 
valuation  made  by  the  majority  of  those  who  do  meet 
shoold  be  conclusive.  If  such  a  line  of  conduct  as  this 
be  pursued^  those  suspicions  as  to  the  integrity  of 
Congress,  which  ill  designing  men  have  endeavored  to 
raise  must  immediately  cease.  And  if  justice  be  not 
done,  public  indignation  will  be  pointed  to  the  proper 
persons. 

With  respect  to  the  alternative  which  may  be  pro- 
posed, I  am  sorry  to  find  that  my  ideas  as  to  the  -ob- 
jects of  revenue  have  not  met  with  the  approbation  of 
Congress.  I  most  be  indulged  in  observing,  that  let 
the  revenues  be  what  they  may,  it  is  indispensable 
that  all  the  collectors  be  appointed  by  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  following  reasons. 

Isfe;  Experience  has  shown,  that  the  taxes  hereto- 
fore laid  in  the  States  have  not  been  collected. 

2dly.  It  is .  evident  from  a  consideration  of  their 
modes  of  taxation^  (which  they  are  all  very  obstinately, 
attached  to,)  that  they  never  will  be  punctually  col- 
lected. 

.  Sdly.  The  punctuality  in  the  payment  of  interest  is 
essential  to  public  credit. 

4thly.  As  Congress  forego  their  right  to  insist  on 
the  principal,  it  is  but  just  that  they  should  have  every 
possible  security  for  the  interest. 
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5thly.  As  the  people  are  in  either  case  to  pay  the 
supposed  tax  at  certain  periods^  it  must  be  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  what  particular  man  the  payment  is 
made. 

6thly.  The  objection  raised  in  favor  of  elected  tax 
gatherers,  viz.  that  they  coneider  the  circumstances  of 
the  people>  which  is  saying  in  otlier  words,  that  they 
are  guilty  of  favor  and  partiality,  is  the  strongest 
reason  why  the  collectors  should  be  appointed  .by,  and 
amenable  to,  Congress. 

7thly.  It  is  a  kind  of  absurdity  in  itself,  that  Con- 
gress should  have  a  right  to.  the  tax,  and  yet  no  right 
to  send  their  servants  to  receive  it 

I  .pray  leave  also  to  observe,  that  the  revenues  must 
be  co-existent  with  the  debt.  No  man  in  his  senses 
will  lend  on  any  other  terms.  If  the  revenue  be  only 
for  a  fixed  period. of  time,  no  more  can  be  borrowed  on 
it  than  the  price  of  an  annuity  for  such  a  time.  And 
it  has  already  been  observed,  that  money  must  be  hot' 
rowed  to  pay  the  public  creditors,  because  they  have  a 
just  right  to  their  nymey.  Another  observation  on  this 
subject  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  impress.  The  more 
clear,  certain,  permanent,.and  increasing  the  funds  are, 
the  lower  will  be  the  interest  at  which  money  can  be 
borrowed.  If  the  funds  be.  very  good,  money  may  be 
borrowed  at  four  per  cent,  perhaps  at  three  per  cent 
If  they  are  not  good  it  will  not  be  procured  for  less 
than  six,  seven,  or  eight  per  cent,  and  perhaps  not  at  alL 
Proper  reflections  on  this  subject  will  naturally  suggest 
themselves,  and  it  will  not  be  forgotten,  that  whether 
the  debt  be  less  or  greater,  and  whether  the  interest  be 
higher  or  lower  ihepeopk  mutt  ptug  oB. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORR£SPOKl>£NCE.  335 

With  respect ,to  the  impost  I  conceive  it  to  be  justly  ex* 
ceptionable,  because  that  an  estimation  ad  valorem  is  arbi- 
trary, and  the  law  ought  in  all  cases  to  be  clear  aod  explicit. 
The  impost  on  prizes  need  not,  I  should  suppose,  be  asked 
for,  because  Congress  may  take  measures  for  the  purpose 
themselves  whenever  the  occasion  requires.  I  conceive 
also,  that  a  tax  might  be  laid  on  exports  which,  without 
being  burdensome,  would  stilt  be  productive.  Enclosed  k 
a  list  of  rates,  which  I  take  the  liberty  to  submit.-  I  can- 
not go  into  a  written  detail  of  the^  reasons  for  them,  because 
my  time  will  not  pernbit. 

I  am  told  that  the  principal  objection  to  a  land  tax  is  the 
inequality.  To  obviate  this  objection  (although  I  cannot 
accede  to  the  force-  of  it)  perhaps  a  reduction  of  the  sum 
from. one  dollar  to  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  per  hundred  acres 
might  be  expedient ;  and  to  supply  the  deficiency,  a  tax  on 
bouses  (nigb(  be  adopted,  according  to  the  enclosed  rate, 
which  I  also  beg  leave  td  submit. 

I  must  take-  the  liberty  to  declare  my  most  serious  ap- 
prehensions from  the  existence  of  unsettled  accounts  among 
tb^  States.  Everytliing  which  tends  to  create  or  continue 
tbem  is  fraught  with  ruinous  consequences.  Keeping  ac- 
counts of  money$  paid  by  taxes  of  the  States,  and  liqui- 
dating those  accounts  by  after  settlements,  will,  I  fear, 
prove  the  source  of  much  dissension.  It  will  operate  as 
hereCoibre  in  preventing  the  States  from  paying  anything. 
I  wouM  pray  therefore  to  aubmit  to  Congress  the  following 
mode  of  terminating  all  present  accounts,  viz.  that  the  wholo 
sum  paid  or  expended  by  each  State,  for  the  public  ser- 
vice from  tbe  commencement  of  the  war,  should  be  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  particular  State,  and  each  draw  interest 
on  such  sum.    By  these  means  tbe  whole  account  would 
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be  equitably  settled  in:  the  first  instance.  The  States  which 
are  indebted  on  their  own  private  account,  would  be  able  to 
wipe  off  such  debts. by  an  assignment  of  national  stock. 
And  on  the  first  requisitions  made  by  Congress  for  current 
expenditures,  each  might  make  payment  either  in  part,,  or 
perhaps  in  the  whole,  by  a  discharge  of  bO  much  of  the 
debt.  Thus  a  degree  of  simplicity  would  be  introduced 
into  our  affairs^  and  we  might  avoid  the  horrors  of  intestine 
convulsions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ssc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


OEOROE  WASBIKOTON  TO  BOBEBT  MOBXiS. 

Head  Quarten,  March  8th,  1783. 

Sir, 

Very  painful  sensations  are  excited  in  my  mind  by  your 
letter  of  the  27th  of  February.  It  is  impossiblerfor  me  to 
express  to  you  the  regret  with  which  I  received  the  infor- 
mation it  contains.        ^ 

I  have  often  reflected  with  much  solicitude  upon  the  dis- 
agreeableness  of  your  situation,  and  the  negligence  of  the 
several  States  in  not  enabling  you  to  do  that  justice  to  the 
public  creditors,  which  their  demands  require.  I  wish  the 
step  you  have  taken  may  sound  the  claim  to  their  inmost 
souls,  and  rouse  them  to  a  just  sense  of  their  own  interest, 
honor  and  credit.  But  I  must  confess  to  you  that  I  have 
my  fears,  for  as  danger  becomes  further  removed  from 
them,  their  feelings  seem  to  be  more  callous  to  those  noble 
sentiments,  with  which  I  could  wish  to  see  them  inspired. 
Mutual  jealousies,  local  prejudices  and  misapprehensions, 
have  taken  such  deep  root  as  will  not  easily  be  removed. 
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Notwithstanding  the  einbarrassment^  which  you  have 
experienced,  I  was  iir  hopes  that  you  would  have  continued 
your  efibrts  to  the  close  of  the  war  at  least;  but  if  your 
resolutions  are  ab^lutely  fixed,  I  assure  you  I  consider  the 
event  as  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  that  could  have  fallen 
upon  the  States,  and  most  sincerely  deprecate  the  sad  con- 
sequences which  I  fear  will  follow.  The  army,  I  am  sure, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  entertain  the  highest  sense  of 
your  exertions,  will  lament  the  step  you  are  obliged  to  take 
as  a  most  unfortunate  circumstance  to  them. 

I  am,  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF  .  CONGRESS.* 

Office  of  Finance,  March  10th,  1783. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  order  of  Congress  of  the  18th 
of  last  month,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  an  estimate 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  to  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary,  1783,  which  has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Treasury.  This  amounts  to  thirtyfive  millions 
three  hundred  and  iwentyseven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixtynine  dollars  jiftythree  and  one  eighth  ninetieths^  ex- 
clusive of  what  l)e  calls  tlie  unliquidated  debt,  being  the 
moneys  due  to  the  several  States  and  to  individuals  in  the 
several  States.     I  beg, leave  also  to  mention  other  debts 

*  March,  l^ttk.  This  morning  amved  the  ship  Washington,  Cap- 
tain Bamej,  with  despatches  from  oar  Ministers  in  Paris,  and  with 
six  hundred  thomiand  Uvres  in  cash,  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  my  order  in  October  last ; — and  this  day  also  ap- 
peared a  virulent  attack  on  my  public  and  private  character,  signed 
LudMSf  in  the  Freeman's  Joumal,  replete  with  falsehoods.— Duiry, 
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wliicliliave  not  I)een  taken  into  the  Regi8tcr'3  contempla- 
tioni  namely,  tlie  old  coniineniQl  bUU  and  arrearage  of 
half  pay*  Congress  will  easily  see  tbat  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  their  servants  to  stale  the  public  debts  wiih.auy 
tolerable  precision. 

I  have  Uie  boDO^r  to  be^  &c. 

ROBERT  MPRmS. 


TO   HAJQll   GENEBAL   GREENE.. 

Office  of  Fmance,  March  14th»  1783. 
Sir, 

I  received  the  other  day  your  letter  of  the  2d  of  Fe!)- 
ruary  last,  and  am  very  much  obliged  both  by  the  pains 
you  have  taken,  and  the  sentiments  you  have  expressed  iu 
favor  of  a  department,  which  I  shall  shortly  be  obliged  to 
abandon.  You  will  before  this  reaches  you  have  seen  in 
the  newspupers  my  letters  of  resignation.  I  shall  not, 
therefore,  go  into  a  detail,  of  the  reasons  for  taking  that 
step,  which  was  as  painful  to  me  as  you  can  easily  con- 
ceive. But  I  had  no  alternative.  I  saw  clearly  that  while 
it  was  asserted  on  all  hands,  our  debts  ought  to  be  paid, 
no  efficient  measures  would  be  adopted  for  tbe  purpose ; 
no  good  plan  agreed  on.  I  C^lt  the  consequences  of  my 
resignation  oh  the  public  credit ;  1  felt  the  probable  de- 
rangement of  our  affairs;  I  felt  the  difficulties  my  succes- 
sor would  have  to  encounter,  but  still  1  felt  tbat  above  all 
t|)ings  it  wsiis  a^duty  tO;be  honest.,  Thisi  firsts  an^  hi^iest 
principle  has  been  obeyed;  I  do  not  hold  myself  answer* 
able  for  consequences.  Those  are  to  be  attributed  to  the 
opposers  of  just  measures,  let  their  rank  and  station  be 
what. they  may.    I  e^peci,ivtjpUioWq<Biy  for  my  cpi^jiucti 


because  this  is  what  I  knew  to  be  the  reward  for  uny  con- 
duct whatever  which  is  right.  To  slander  I  an)  indifiercnr, 
and  still  more  mdifferont  about  the  attempts  to  questioh  the 
sei^vices  I  have  render^,  hut  I  feel  most  sensibly  for  your 
situation,  and  for  that  of  every  other  officer. 

The  Congress  have  now,  and  have  long  since  had  uhder 
llieir  consideration,  a^  titre  provision  for  the  public  d^bts J 
when  they  will  coricluile  it,  and  what  it  will  be,  God  only 
knows,  ir  it  is  such  as  in  my  opinion  will  do  jusftice^  I 
shall  sfay  somewhat  longer  in  office  to  know  the  decisions 
of  the  States,  and  if  their  proceedings  arc  what  on  stich 
an  occasion  they  ought  to  be,  I  shall  spdfe  no  labor  and 
r^ret  no  lim^  in  completing  the  business,  so  that  my 
successor  may  receive  it  from  my  hands  as  clear  and  sitiv* 
pie,  as  it  was  confused  and  embarrassed  wbeti  it  was  under^ 
taken.  But  if  these  things  do  not  happen,  you  and  every 
other  good  finan  will,  I  lK>pe,  acquit  ifie  for  leaving  a  post^ 
in  which  I  am  totally  unsupported,  and  where  I  must  bd 
daily  the  ivitne^s  to  t^cencs  of  poignant  anguish,  and  deep 
injustice  without  the  possibility  of  administering  eitlior  relief 
or  paliiationi  While  1  do  continue  in  office,  rely  on  tvery 
support  in  my  power,  and  always,  whether  a  public  or  a 
private  man,  believe  in  my  esteem  and  affection. 
I  am,  very  resp^<)tfully,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


to  THE   PBfiSIDENT   01^   CORGRfiSS. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  itlh,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  liorior  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  of 
ilie  14th,  of  December  last  from  Dr  Franklin,  and  the 
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translation  of  a  letter  of  the  15tb  instant,  fron>  the  Chev- 
alier de  la  Luzerne.  These^  together  with  the  letter  of 
the  23d  of  December  from  Dr  Franklin,  of  which  I  have 
already  submitted  a  copy,  will  I  trast  claim  the  attention  of 
the  United  States. 

M.  de  la  Luzerne  did  me  the  honor  to  make  verbal 
communication  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes'  letters,  from 
which  as  well  as  from  those  of  Dr  Franklin  and  from 
other  circumstances,  I  consider  it .  as  certain  that  we  are 
to  expect  no  further  pecuniary  aid  from  Europe.  So  late 
as  on  the  9th  of  December  last,  the  loan  in  Holland  had 
not  amounted  to  eighteen  hundred  thousand  florins,  and 
after  the  deduction  of  the  charges  on  it,  there  were  not 
above  seventeen  hundred  thousand  at  my  disposal.  From 
the  month  of  June  to  the  9th  df  December  this  loan  had 
not  increased  half  a  million  of  florins,  so  that  the  most 
^anguine  expectation  will  not  carry  it  beyond  two  miltians 
out  of  the  five  for  which  it  was  opened. 

Congress  will  recollect,  that  on  the  14th  of.Septem- 
ber  Jast  they  ordered  a  loan  of  four  millions  of  dollars 
in  .Europe,  for  the  service  of  1783,  in  addition  to  this 
loan,  which  Mr  Adams  had  opened  in  Holland.  They 
will  also  recollect,  4hat  I  had'  anticipated  upon  those  re- 
sources about  three  and  a  half  millions  of  livres  during  the 
year  17^^^.  And. that  this  anticipation  was  over  and  above 
the  sum  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  florins,  which  we  then 
knew  fo  have  been  Jborrowed  in  Holland.  Allowing, 
therefore,  for  the.  supposed*  increase  of  half  a  million  of 
florins  or  a  million  of  livres,  there  will  still  remain  of  antici- 
pation  two  and  a  half  millions  of  livres;  so  that  of  the 
sum  lent  for  this  year  by  bis  JVlost  Christian  Majesty  there 
will  remain  but  three  millions  and^a  half  of  livres.    Ac- 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  34^ 

cording  to  the  common  coarse  of  exchange,  this  sum  cannot 
be  expected  to  yield  more  than  sixjhmidred  thousand  dollars. 
Six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  therefore,  with  what  the  States 
will  yield  in  taxes,  form  the  whole  of  our  expectations  for 
the  current  year.  From  this  is  to  be  deducted  one  month's 
pay  [already  promised  to  the  army,  amounting  by  estimate 
to  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

To  judge  of  our  prospects  for  what  remains.  Congress 
will  be  pleased  to  observe,. that  the  subsistence  of  our 
officers  is  nearly  (wisnty  thousand  dollars,  that  the  rations 
issued  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  are  about  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  that  the  rations  of  the  southern  army  will 
probably  amount  to  upwards  of  twelve  thousand  dollars. 
If  to  this  be  added  the  various  detached  corps,  it  will  be 
found,  that  the  articles  of  rations  and  subsistence,  exclu- 
sive of  the  prisoners,  will  form  an  amount  of  ab«ut  ninety 
thousand  dollars  a  month.  My  anticipations  on  the  taxes 
are  so  well  known,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention  them 
any  more  than  the  other  objects  of  forage,  &c.  which  are 
indispensabte.  I  have  gone  into  these  few  details  merely 
to  elucidate  one  position,  viz.  that  all  the  money  now  at 
our  eonmand^  and  which  we  may  expect  from  the  States  for 
thi^  two  months  to  come,,  toiU  not  do  more  than  satisfy  the 
various  engagementSy  which  wiU  by  that  time .  have  fallen 
due. 

It  is  of  importance  that  Congress  should  know  their  true 
situation,  and  ther.efore  I  could  wish,  that  a  committee 
were  appointed  to  confer  with  tbe  Minister  of  France* 
My  reason  for  that  wish  is»that  every  member  of  Congress 
may  have  the  same  conviction,  which  I  feel  of  one  import- 
ant fact.  Hiat  there  is  no  hope  of  any  Jurther  pecuniary 
aid  from  Europe*    The  condMCt  of  the  French  Court  on 
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the  subject  has  been  decisive.  Some  persons  bane  indeed 
flaAered  tbemselvesi  thsu  her  positive  declarations  tvere 
merely  cilciiiated  to  restrain;  cor  rasfbness  and  nKKterM 
our  excess,  but  these  ideas  can  no  longer  have  place  ia 
any  sound  and  discerning  mind*  Her  conduct  has  been 
consistent, with  iter  declarations,  and  i(  slie  had  ever  so 
much  inolination  to  ^assist  us  witb  money  it  is  not  in  her 
power. 

But  whatever  mny  be  tlie- ability  of  nations  or  iodivid- 
ualsi  we  can  have  no  right  to  hope,  much  less  to  expect 
tbe  aid  of  others,  while  we  show  so  much  imwflliugness  to 
help  ourj»e!ves«  "  it  can  no  longer  be  a  donbt  to  Congress, 
thai  ovr  j^lk  credit  is  gone.  It  was  very  easy  to  fore* 
seo  tiiat  this  would  be  the  case,  and  it  was  my  particular 
duty  to  predict  it.  This  has  been  dome  repeatedly.  I 
claim  no.  merit  from  the  prediction,  because  a  man  mtist 
be  naturally  or  wilfully  blind  who  could  not  see,  that  credit 
cannot  long  be  supported  toithout  funds. 

From  what  has  already  been  said,  Congress  will  cfearly 
perceive  the  necessity  of  further  resources.  What  means 
they  s1iall.»dopt,  it  is  in  fheir  wisdom  to  con$>id>er.  They 
caurtot  borrow^  and  the  States  wilt  nm  pay^  The  Mi^ 
has  happened  which  was  eo^ected.  I  canndt  presume  to 
adme.  Corvgress^  well  know  that  I  never  pi^eiended  to 
any  extraordinary  knowledge  of  finance,  and  that  my  de*- 
ficiencies  on  this  subject  were  a  pi*incipal  reason  for  declin- 
ing  the  office.  I  iiave  since  had  reason  to  be  stiH  more 
convinced  of  my  incompetency,  because  the  plans  wliifh  I 
did  suggest  have  not  met  wifh  appr^ation.  I  hoiiey  (here- 
fore,  that  some  abler  mind  will  point  out  the  means  fo  save 
our  country  from  rurin. 

I  do  assure  you.  Sir,  fbat  it  is  «&trenvri|y  pakfut  to  me 
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to  be  obliged  to  address.  Congress  on  this  subject.  I  wish 
nfipst  sincerely,  that  Icmild*  look  at  our  futuro  prospecfs 
with  the  same  indiiFerencet  that  others  hare  brot^eht  thein« 
selves  to  regard,  ibeoi*  Perhaps  I  am  not  stifilciently  san* 
guine*  It  is  common,  for  age  to  listen  more  to  the  voice 
of  experience  thou  youth,  is  incliiwd^  Tiie  voice  of  ex- 
perience foretold  thesQ  evils  long  since.  There  was  a 
lime  wbei):  we  might  have  obviated  Uiern,  but  I  fear  that 
preciousmomenC  is  passed. 

Before .  I  conclude,  this  letter,  I  must  observe  on  the 
misconstructions,  which  men,  totally  ignorant  of  our  afTairs, 

■ 

have  put  on  that  conduct,  which  severe  necessity  com* 
pelled  me  to  pursue.  Such  ineuj  affecting  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  things,  have  charged  the  destruction  of  pub- 
lic credit  to  me,  and  interpreted  the  terms  of  my  resigna- 
tion into  re(]e€tions  upon'  Congress.'  I  hope.  Sir,  that  so 
long  as  I  have  the  honor  to  serve  ike  United  States,  I  shall 
feel  a  prppjer  contempt  for  all  such  insinuationsi  I  shall 
confidently  repose  myself  on  the  candor  of  Congress.  It 
is  for  diein  to  judge  of  my  conduct  on  full  and  intimate 
knowledge.  Writers  for  a  newspaper  may,  indeed,  through 
the  medium  of  misrepreseiitaiion,  pervert  the  public  opin<^ 
ion,  but  tlie  official  conduct  of  your  servants  is  not  amena- 
ble to  thai  tribunal.  I  hope,  however,  to  be  excused  for 
observing,  that  on  the  day  in>  which  I  was  publicly  charged 
with  ruining  your  credit,  those  despatches  mrived  from 
Europe,,  which  tell  you  it  was  already  at  an  end.  The 
circumstances  which  I  alluded  to  in  my  letter  of  resigna- 
tion, were  not  yet  known  ia  Europe.  It  was  not  yet 
known  that  Rhode  Island  had  unanimously  refused  to  pass 
tiie  impost  law,  and  that  Virginia  had  repealed  it.  The 
very  delayst  which  the  measures  of  Congress  Iiad  met 
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with,  were  sufficient  to  sap  the  foundations  of  their  credit. 
And  we  now  know  that  they  have  bad  that  .effeet.  When 
those  circumstances,  therefore,  shall  be  known,  it  must  be 
overturned-  I  saw  this  clearly,  and  1  knew  that  until  some 
plain  and  rational  system  should  be  adopted  and  acceded 
to,  the  business  of  this  office  would  be  a  business  of  expe- 
dient and  chicane.  I  have  neither  the  talents  nor  the 
disposition  to  engage  in  such  business,  and,  therefore,  I 
prayed  to  be  dismissed.  I  beg  pardon,  S^ir,  for  this  slight 
digression,  f  shall  trespass  no  longer  on  your  patience, 
than  to  assure  you  of  the  veneration  and  respect,  with 
which  i  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE  R£0£iy£RS  OV .  CONTINENTAL  TAXES  IN  THE 

SEYERAI.  STATES.' 

•  Office  of  Finance,  April  7thy  1783. 

Sir, 
I  enclose  you  an  account  of  the  public  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures from  the  commencement  of  my  administration 
to  the  close  of  iasi  year.  While  in  compliance  with  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  duty  of  those  intrusted  with  expendi- 
tures of  j^ublic  money,  I  publish  these  accounts,  I  cannot 
but  blush  to  see  the  shameful  deficiency  of  the  States. 
You  will,  I  hope,  take  occasion  to  make  the  proper  re- 
marks, and,  indeed,  it  were  to  be  wished '  that  some  able 
writers  would  rouse  the  attention  of  your  Legislature  to 
our  situation.  .  Surely  the  pride  and  ^ood  sense  of  the 
people  will,  combine  in  stimulating  them  to  exert  them- 
selves, so  as  to  stand  on  their  own  feet,  and  not  owe  a 
support  to  the  precarious  bounty  of  foreign  powers. 

I  am,  Sir,  he.  ROBERT  MORRIS, 
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« 

CIRCULAB    TO  THE   GOVCBNORS   OF   THE    STATES, 

«  Office  of  Fmance,  April  7tb,  1783. 

.    Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  Excellency's 
perusal,  nnjd  the  consideration  of  your  L?gislaturey  a  state- 
ment of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  years  1781  and 
1782^  so  far  as  the  same  have  fallen  under  my  admini^tra- 
tioi^.  You  will  also  find  enclosed,  the  general  accounts  of 
receipts  from  the  States,  and  subsequent  payments  into 
the  treasury  for  the  last  year,  together  with  the  particular 
account  of  yoi^r  State  for  that  period.  I  shall  not  trouble 
your  Excellency  with  any  comments  on  ihese  accounts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &(c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  A  Committee  of  congress. 

O  See  of  Finance,  April  14lh,  1783. 

(jrentlemen,   -     .  -         * 

Since  the  conference  I  bad  the  honor  tb  bold  with  you 
on  the  9tfa  instant,  my  mind  has  be)?n  continually  occupied 
on  the  important  subject  to  which  it  relates.  IMy  feelings 
are  strongly  excited  by  what  I  wish  for  the  public,  and  by 
what  I  apprehend,  both  for  them  and  for  myself. 

The  two  points^  which  relate  to  my  department,  are  the 
settlement  of  accounts  and  advance  of  pay.  Wich  respect 
to  the  first,  it  is  cow  going  on  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
and  wilt  be  as  speedily  accomplished  as  can  reasonably  be 
expected.  The  arrangements  taken  on  that  subject  are  of 
such  a  nature,  that  I  conceive  the  disbanding  of  the  army 
need  not  be  delayed  until  the  settlement  is  completed,  be- 
voL.  XII.  44 
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cause  the  proper  officers  may  be  kept  together,  although 
the  men  be  dismissed.  The  anibunt  of  three  month's  pay, 
which  is  stated  by  the  General  to  be  inc^ensable,  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  estimate,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  From  what  I  have  already  stated  to  Congress,  it 
will  appear  that  the  reliance  for  a  great  part  of  this  sum, 
must  be  on  the  sales  of  public  property  and  the  tasies. 
Neither  of  these  sources  can  produce  much  immediately, 
and  fram  the  latter  there  IS  *but  little  hope  at  alH  unless 
something  can  he  done  to  stimulate  the  exertions  of  tbe 
States; 

The  receipts  being  regularly  published,  I  am  spared  the 
necessity  of  disagreeable  observations  on  that  topic.  To 
supply  so  large  a  sum  as  is  required  is  utterly .  impracti- 
cable, or,  indeed,  to  obtain  any  very  considerable  part. 
The  most,  therefore,  which  can  be  done,  is  to  risk  a  large 
paper  anticipation.  This  is  an  operation  of  great  delicacy, 
and  it  is  essential  to  the  success  of  it,  that  my  credit  should 
be  staked  for  the  redemption.  Do  not  imagine,.  Gentle- 
men, that  this  declaration  is  dictatetd  by  vanity;  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  mention  truth.  I  had  rather  it  had  fallen  from 
any  oth^  personi  and  I  bad  much  rather  it  did  not  exist. 
In  issuing  my  notes  to  the  required  amount,  it  would  be 
necessary  that  I  should  give  an  express  assurance  of  pay- 
ment, and  in  so  doing,  I  should  be  answerable  personally 
for  dbout  half  a  million,  when  I  leave  this  o^ce^  and  de- 
pend on  the  arrangements  of  thos^e  who  come  after  me  to 
save  ma  from  niin.  J  am  willing  to  risk  as  much  for  this 
country  as  any  nian  in  America,  but  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  I  should  put  myself  in  so  desperate  a  situation.  To 
render  the  arrangements,  which  that  advance  would  re- 
quire, effectual  in  an  official  point  of  view,  would  be  a  work 
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of  time,  and  the  period  of  my  official  existence  is  nearly 
arrived. 

Disbanding  the  army  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  them 
and  to  the  country,  is  doubly  desirable,  and  although  ex- 
tremely- difficult,  is  I  believe  practicable.  I  shall  be  very 
ready  at  all  times,  Gentlemen,  to  give  my^advice  and  as- 
sistance to  those  who  may  be  charged  with  that  delicate 
and  perilous  undertaking,  and  I  would  go  as  far  to  effect 
it  myself  as  any  reasonable  man  could  require.  But 
though  I  would  sacrifice  much  of  my  property,  yet  I.  can- 
not risk  my  reputation  as  a  man  of  integrity,  nor  expose 
myself  to  absolute  ruin. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  perfect  respect,  Szc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


•TO   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  AprillGth^  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  been,  duly  honored  with  the  receipt  of  your  favor 
of  the  15th  instant.  I  accepted  the  Marine  Agency,  sim- 
ply with  a  view  to  save  the  expense  of  the  department ; 
butA  whenever  a  Marine  ia  to  be  established  a  previous 
point  would  be  (in  my  opinion)  to  nominate  a  Minister  of 
Marine,  and  let  his  first  work  be  the  forming  of  those  plans 
and  systems,  which  when  adopted  by  Congress,  he  would 
have  to  execute.  For  my  own  part,  were  my  abilities 
equal  to  this  task,  my  leisure  would  not  permit  the  attempt. 

yjf  iih  respect  to  the  finances,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  lis  we 
cannot  increase  our  revenue,  we  must  do  all  we  can  to 
lessen  our  expenditures,  and  that,  therefore,  we  should 
take  off  every  expense  not  absolutely  necessary  as  soon  as 
possible. 
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'  Oir  the  subject  of  tbe  coin,  I  hope  soon  to  make  a  cdm- 

tnunication  to  CoDgress,  which,  if  approved  of  by  tbern, 

wilt  complete  the  business. 

1  aro,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRI& 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGBESS.. 

Office  -of  Ffaumce,  April  23d,  1783. 
Sir, 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1782,  Congress  were  pleased 
to  approve  of  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  and  to  direct  tlie 
Superintendent  of  Finance  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for 
conducting  it.  Thi$  matter  has  been  delayed  by  various 
circumstances  until  the  present  moment.  I  now  enclose 
specimens  of  a  coin,  with  a  view  that  ff  Congress  should 
think  proper  to  appoint  a  committee  on  tbe  subject,  I  may 
have  the  honor  of  conferring  with  them,  and  explaining  my 
ideas  of  the  plan  for  establishing  and  conducting  a  mint. 
Such*  plan  when  reported  by  a  committee,  will  more  prob- 
ably meet  the  ideas  of  Congress  than  any  which  I  might 
prepare*, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Skc.  ^ 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 

*  ^pril  ^th.  This  morning  when  I  received  the  hook  from  the 
office  of  the  Sjeciretaxy  of  Congress,  in  which  the  Acts  of  Congress 
that  respect  this  department  are  entered  every  day,  I  perceived  that 
tbe  committee-  who  had  conferred  with  i^e  respecting  my  continu- 
ance in  office  after  the  last  day  o^  next  month,  l^ad  not  reported  the 
whole  of  the  conversation  which  passed,  and  that  the  report  ad  en- 
tftred  on  the  Journals  of  Congress,  mistakes  the  sense  of  what 
passed  on  my  part.  J,  therefore,  wrote  a  n6te  to  Mr  Osgood,  is- 
fojrmiog  the  committee  that  they  bad  misconrtrued  my  Mntimeats. 
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TO   THE  PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS^ 

Office  of  Finance,  May  Ist^  1783. 

Sir, 

When  I  saw  the  journal  of  the  28th  of  last  month,  I  w&s 
surprised  to  find  that  the  report  of  the  honorable  com*- 
mittee  appointed  to  confer  with  me  relative  to  my  contin- 
uance  in  office,  did  not  contain  those  ideas,  which  I  had 
endeavored  to  convey.  I  immediately  wrote  a  note  to  the 
chairman  mentioning  "that  the  committee  had  misappre- 
hended the  conference  on  my  part.*'  When  the  conver- 
sation passed,  I  had  no  expectation  of  seeing  it  introduced 
into  the  report,  or  I  should  certainly  have  asked  permission 
to  deliver  my  sentiments  in  writing. 

I  am  placed.  Sir,  in  a  very  painful  situation  and  must 
therefore  entreat  your  indulgent  interpretation  of  what  I 
am  compelled  to  say.  t  had  the  honor  of  two  conferences 
with  the  committee,  and  in  the  mornings  after  those  con- 
ferences, respectively,  made  short  minutes  of  what  had 
passed.  'It  is  my  custom  to  make  such  minutes  with 
respect  to  most  of  my  transactions,  and  as  they  were  origi- 
nally intended  merely  to  aid  my  own  memory,  they  are 
not  very  minute  or  pdrticolar.  Those  to  which  I  now 
refer  are  Contained  in  the  following  words ; 

April  22rf,  1783.  "The*  honorable  Mr  Osgood,  Mr 
Bland,  Mr  Peters,  Mr  Madison,  and  Mr  Hamilton,  a  com- 

He  soon  called,  and  upon  my  repeating  some  material  parts  of  the 
conversation,  he  acknowledged  they  had  been  omitted.  I  requested 
him  to  call  the  committee  together  again,  but  he  said  they  had  made 
their  report,  and  are  dissolved,  but  he  would  immediately  return  to 
-Congre^  have  my  note  to  him  read,  and  move  to  have  the  report 
of  the  committee  expunged  from  the  Journals.    Diary, 
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mittee  of  Congress  appointed  to  confer  with  me  respecting 
my  continuance  in  office.  I  told  them  that  a  letter  from 
Mr  Grand;  gave  a  new  complexion  to  our  affairs  in  Europe, 
and  that  a  frigate  being  just  arrived  in  a  short  passage  from 
France  J  expect  further  advices,  which  I  nm  desirous  of 
seeing  before  I  enter  into,  this  conference.  L stated*  the 
difficuhy  of  fulfilling  engagements,  and  the  danger  of  taking 
any  new  ones." 

April  2Athj  1783.  "The  committee  of  Congress  called 
this  morning,  in  consequence  of  Mr  G.  Morris  having  told 
Mr  Osgood,  that  he  imagined  I  was  ready*  for  a  conference 
with  them.  I  told  the  committee  that  my  mind  had  been 
constsintly  occupied  on  the  subject,  from  the  time  they  first 
called  until  the  present  moment.  That  I  see  and  feel  the 
necessity  and  propriety  of  dismissing  the  army  among  their 
fellow  citizens,  satisfied  and  contented;  that  I  dread  the 
consequences  of  sending  them  into  civil  life,  with 'murmurs 
and  complaints  in  their  mouths ;  and  that  no  man  can  be 
better  disposed  than  I  am  to  satisfy  the  army,  or  more  de- 
sirous of  serving  our  country,  but  that  my  own  afiairs  call 
loudly  for  my  care  and  attention.  However^  having  already 
engaged  in  this  business,  and  willing  to  oblige  Congress  if 
th^y  think  my  assistance  essential,  I  will  consent  to  remain 
in  office  for  the  purpose  of  such  payment  to  the  army,  as 
may  be  agreed  on  as  necessary  to  disband  them  with  their 
own  consent,  8cc.  But  prayed  of  Congress  to  excuse  me 
from  even  this  service  if  they  can  accomplish  their  views 
in  stich  other  way  as  they  may  approve." 

These,  Sir,  are  exact  copies  of  my  minutes  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  although  they  ware  hastily  drawn,  yet  I  can  safely 
appeal  to  the  committee  to  declare^  whether  they  do  not 
contain  what  really  passed,  and  also  whether  I  did  not  (in 
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repljr  to  a  question  put  to  me  by  one  of  the  members)  say, 
that  I  expected,  if  Congress  should  ask  me  to  cootinue  in 
office,  they  would  confine  their  request  to  the  effecting  that 
particular  object  of  satisfying  the  army,  and  would  distin- 
guish it  from  anytUng,  which  might  be  construed  into  an 
approli^ation  of  their  p]an,*for  funding  the  public  debts. 

I  hope,  Sir,  that  Congress  will  excuse  me  for  picturing 
the  situation  I  was  id,  and  the  feelings  which  arose  out  of 
it.  By  the  Act  of  the  7th  of  February,  1781,  it  was  de- 
clared to  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Finance, 
^*  to  digest  and  report  'plans  for  improving  and  regulating 
the  finances."  Congress  well  know,  that  I  have  from  time 
to  time  attempted  the  performance  of  this  duty^  and  they 
know  also,  that  such  plans  have'  not  met  with  their  appro- 
bation. The  clear  inference  is,  what  1  have  already  de- 
clared  both  previously  and  sul^seqoently  to  my  appoint- 
meht;  that  my  abilities  are  unequal  to  the  task  I  am  called 
to  perform.  If,  therefore.  Congress  would  at  any  time 
have  {nade  a  new  appointment,  I  should  have  considered 
it  as  the  greatest  favor.  But  since  they  saw  fit  to  continue 
me  in  office,  I  prepared  the  best  plans  which  I  could  de- 
vise, and  finding  they  were  not  agreeable  to  the  ideas  of 
Congress,  I  waited  for  the  adoption  of  such  as  might  be 
suggested  from  some  other  quarter,  or  originated  among 
themselves.  I  patiently,  but  anxiously  waited  until  the 
24tb  of  January  last ;  but  then  a  clear  view  of  those  cir- 
cumstances, which  have  since  followed,  compelled  me  to 
request  they  would  appoint  some  other  man  to  be  the  Su- 
perintendeDt  of  their  Finanqe^,  if  effectual  measures  were 
not  taken  by  the  end  of  May,  to  make  permanent  provision 
for  the  public  debts  of  every  kind.  On  the  26th  of  Feb- 
raary,  finding  that  do  successor  was  yet  appointed,  and  that 
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the  plans  of  Congress  were  not  yet  completedi  I  requested 
leave  to^ive  diie  and  seasoMible  information  of  my  removal 
to  tho$e  who  had  confided  in  me.  By  this  means  I  became 
pledged  to  the  world,  not  to  continue  in  office  after  the  end 
of  May,  vunless  such  measures  as  I  conceived  to  be  cffec* 
tual,  sliould  be  taken  before  that  period,  to  provide.for  tlie 
public  debts.  On  the  7th  of  March,  I  received  the  report 
of  a  committee  on  the  finances,  with  orders  io  transmit  my 
observations.  These  are  contsiined  in  a  letter  of  the  8th. 
On  the  9tb  day  of  Aprili  (no  plan  being  yet  adopted)  a 
committee  called  on .  me  to  know,  whether  three  months' 
pay  could  be  advanced  to  the  army.  I  stated  to  them  the 
incapacity  of  the  public  treasury  to  complete  in  any  short 
period  the  one  month's  pay  already  promised,  as  also  the 
^reat  anticipations  made  on  the  public  revenue^  And  on 
the  14th,  in  a  letter  recapitulating  the  hazardous  situation 
of  things,  I  informed  them  tliat  1  believed  the  object  they 
bad  in  view  was  practicable  by  means  of  a  large  paper  an- 
ticipation. On  the  18th  the  plan  was  adopted  for  funding 
the  public  debts.  - 

It  was  under  these  circumstances,  Sir,  that  I  held,  the 
con(ereoce3  no w^  immediately  in  question.  It  was  my  most 
earnest  desire  to  be  dismissed  from  office,  and  I  stood 
pledged  for  it  to  the  public.  But  a  circumstance  of  pecu- 
liar nature,  which  ^liad  not  been  foreseen,  now  pre3ented 
itself.  That  army  to  whom  we  were  indebted  for  our 
national  existence  was  to  be  disbanded,  either  in  extreme 
misery,  or  with  some  litda  relief.  Every  principle  of  jus- 
tice  and  gratitude  called  loudly  to  administer  it ;  but  this 
could  not  be  done  without  entering  into  engagements  be- 
yond our  resources.  The  dictates  of  prudence  wouM, 
indeed,  have  determined  mo  to  adhere  inflexibly  to  the 
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resn!ution  expressed  in  my  letter  of 'the  24th  of  JanuBry. 
By  so  doing  I  hazarded  nothing.  And  as  far  as  my  own 
reputation  was  conc^rhed,  I  could  have  placed  it  in  secu- 
rity; For  1  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  if  solid  arrange- 
ments had  been  takpn  to  eidtab^ish  national  credit,  four 
times  the  required  snm  might  have  been  easily  obtained. 
No  evils,  therefore,  had  arisen,  which  I  had  not  predicted, 
and  none  which  it  was  possible  for  me  to  guard  against. 

But,  Sir,  my  conduct  was  not  in6uenced  either  by  per- 
sonal or  prudential  motives.  A  sense  of  the  situation  to 
wlrichr  Congress  were  reduced,  an  earnest  desire  to  support 
their  dignity  and  authority,  a  grateful  regard  to  our  fellow 
citizens  in  arms,  mingled  with  respect  for  their  sufferings 
and  virtues.  These  sentiments.  Sir,  decided  my  opinion. 
I  agreed  for  your  sakes  and  for  theirs  to  enter  into  n  laby- 
rinth, of  which  I  did  not  then,  nor  do  1  now  see  the  termi- 
nation. 

'  But  I  could  not  do  this,  except  under  conditions 
and  limitations.  The  conditions  were,  that  Congress 
should  ask  my  continuance,  and  pledge  themselves  for  my 
sup|jort ;  the  limitations,  that  the  objects  of  my  continu- 
ance should  be  accurately  expressed,  and  that  it  should  be 
confined  to  the  fulfilment  of  such  engagements  as  those 
objects  might  require.  These  terms  were  expressed  to 
the  committee,  and  I  am  sure  they  will  do  me  the  justice 
to  acknowledge  that  they  were  so.  Whether  they  were 
reasonable,  ahd  whether  they  have  been  complied  with, 
form  questiotis  of  some  importance.- 

ll  may  be  suggested,  that  asking  nrty  continuance  would 
derogate  from  the  dignity  of  Congress.     How  far  this  ob- 
servation is  founded,  will  appear  from  a  resolution  of  the 
2|st  of  December  last.     It  was  not  a  new-thiog  to  make 
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sucb  requesCSy  aor  was  the.  practice  obsolete,  yet  I  should 
not  have  desired  anything  more  partlcul^i'  on  this  sujbject 
tlian  has  been  ,  dooe  in  the  Act  of  tbe»  ^Sxh  of  April, 
akbough  far  shon  qf  what  other  persons^  have  received. 
But  surely  it  will  be  admitted,  that  I  had  a  right  to  expect 
Congress  would  pledge  themselves  for  my  support  when  I 
entered  into  such  deep  eogagejuients  for  theirs.  Whether 
the  limitation  of  my  continuance  in  the  manner s  just  men- 
tioned was  proper,  wi)},  appear^  from  considering  whether  it 
consisted  with  the  dignity  of  Congress,  to  procure  my  tacit 
approbation  of  their  system  for  funding  the  public  debts; 
a  system  widely  different  from  ideas,  which  I  had  ex* 
presjs^d  on  a  variety  of  occasions,  and.  in  tb^  most  pointed 
manner^  Surely,  Sir,  it  was  not  kind  to  place  me  in  a 
situation  where  1  must  appear  eitlicr  to  refuse  the  perform- 
ance of  an  important  public  service,  or  to  break  the  most 
solemn  engagements  and  contradict  the  most  express  decla- 
rations. I  niight  dwell  much  on  this^  question,  but  the  del- 
icacy of  Congress  will  render  it  unnecessary. 

The  second  question  is,  whether  the  terms  I  ofiered 
have^been  complied  with.  And  this  question  is  answered 
by  a  bare  inspection  of  the  Act,  Your-  Excellency,  will 
p&i'don  me  for  ipentioning,  that  (he  report  and  resolutioD 
considered  conjimctively,  ratberconvey  the  idea  of  a  per* 
mission  to  liqld  my  office  thaa  anything  else.  I  had  de- 
clared to  the  committee,  and  here  again  repeat,  that  a 
longer  cont'muance  would  be  extremely  disagreeable  to 
me,  and  that  nothing  but  the  particular  circumstances 
already  mentioned,  could  induce  my  consent.  I  must  add, 
that  under  the  resolution  in  its  present  for^n  I  cannot ^stay. 
I  sliall  detain  your  Excellency  no  longer  than  to  meatioD, 
that  I  am  sensible  some  other  man  may  still  suppose  that  I 
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tttn  only  desirons  of  obtaining  from  Congress  somfe  more 
^rticular  resoitHi6ns.  To  obviate  stich  disingenuous  ne*- 
marks,  it  is  my  bumble  request  that  no  further  question  be 
made  on  my  subject.  If,  Sir,  I  have  rendered  any  ser- 
vices, Qnd  if  those  services  have  merited  any  return,  I  shall 
ask  no  other  reward  than  a  comipliaoce  with  (bis  request. , 
I  have  the -honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


^O   TBE   PBE61DSNT   OF   CONGRESS* 

Office  of  Finance^  May  3d,  1^83. 
Sir, 

Upon  consideration  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  of  tlie  28th 
of  April*  and  2d  inMnt,  I  Irave  determined  to  comply 
ivith  their  views.  But  I  pray  it  may  be  understood,  that 
my  continuaiice^in  office  is  limited  to  the  particular  object 
of  fulfilling  my  present  engagennents,  and  those  which  the 
necessity  of  our  affairs  may  compel  me  to  form.  Let  me 
entreat  yot^r  Excellency  to  inform  Congress,  that  I  enter- 
tain a  proper  sense ^f  their  assurance  of  firm  support,  and 
that  in  a  reliance  on  it  I  shall  continue  my  sealou6  exer- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I.ba^e  the  honor  to  be.  Sic, . 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    M.    DE    LA.   LUZERNE. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  6Ui,  1783, 
Sir,  •  . 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellei^cy  the 

copy  pf  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  instant.    I  shall  in 

*  Requesting  Mr  MorriB*f  continuance  in  office. 
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consequence  there<2^  adtlress  sonrxe  special  despatches  to 
Dr  Franklin,  by  a  packet  boat,  which  I  will  communicate 
to  you^*  Excellency,  and  pray  you  to  write  t&  your  Court 
on  the  subject  of  then). 

In  the  meantime,  I  beg  leave,  to  mention  to  you.  Sir, 
that  if,  (as  I  am  informed,)  the  administration  of  your  army 
have  more  money  in  this  country  than  they  have  immediate 
occasion  for,  it  would  greatly  facilitate  my  operations  to  be 
possessed  of  it.  What  I  have  to  propose  on  the  subject  is, 
that  whatever  sum  may  be  paid  to  me  here,  should  be  de- 
ducted from  the  three  millions  mentioned  in  the  enclosed 
resolution,  and  be  repaid  from  the  amount  of  the  existing 
requisitions  on  the  States.  But  that  if  this  arrangement 
'  should  not  be  agreeable  to  the  Courts  then  that  it  be  paid 
in  France  or  here,  immediately  after  I  shall  have  been 
made  acquainted  with  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  and  in  such 
way  as  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  your  Court. 

I  present  this  matter  to  you,  Sir,  quite  naked  of  argu- 
ments, to  enforce  the  request.  I  am  sure,  that  you  will  do 
wli^atyou  conceive  to  be  right;  you  know  our  situation, 
aod  I  presume  that  you  are  acquainted  with  the  orders 
given  to  yoqr  administration. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  tbe^onor  to  be^  &lc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CIRCULAR  TO  THE    GOVJCRNORS   OV   THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  12th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  tlie  honor  to  enclose  to  youi'  Excellency, 
Acts  of  Congress  of  the  2Sth  of  April  and  2d  instant,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  my  letters  in  answer.     Permit  me  to 
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assure  you^  Sir,  that  nothing  would  have  induced  me  to 
continue  in  office,  but  a  view  of  the  public  distresses. 
These  distresses  are  much  greater  than  can  easily  be  con- 
ceived. I  am  not  ignpr;^it  that  attempts  are  made  to  in- 
fuse the  pernicious  idea  that  foreign  aid  is  easily  attainable, 
and  that  of  the  moneys  already  obtained  a  considerable 
part  remains  unappropriated.  If  such  attempts  were  inju^ 
rious  «nly  to  my  reputation,  I  should  be  entirely  silent ;  but 
they  are  calculated  to  prevent  exertions,  and  are  therefore 
injurious  to  the  public  service.  1  mOst  seriously  assure 
you,  that  I  do  not  elcpect  success  in  the  application  to 
France,  directed  by  the  Act  .of  the  2d  instant,  although 
my  earnest  endeavors  shall  not.  be  wanting. 

'  If,  however,  it  should  prove  successful,  we  shall  only  be 
enabled  to  draw  resource  from  it  at  a  future  period,  anxl 
the  aroouiit  is  to  be  replaced  from  the  produce  of  existing 
requisitions  on  the  States.  With  respect  to  the  moneys, 
which  have  already  been  obtained  abroad,  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  say  what  lights  those  gentlemen  may  have,  who 
speak  on  the  subject  in  a  decisive  tone,  but  I  candidly  ac- 
knowledge, that  I  have  never  yet  been  able'  to  obtain  a 
clear  staternent  of  them,  which  is  the  reason  why  no  ac- 
cQURt  of  those  moneys  have  yet  been  laid  before  the  pub- 
lic. Those  who  know  the  confusion  in  our  domestic  trans- 
actions, from  which  we  are  just  beginning  to  be  extricated, 
will  nbt  be  surprised  that  foreign  transactions  dependent  on 
them  should  also  be  deranged.  .  Neither  can  it  be  ex- 
pected that  in  the  midst  of  war  the  accounts  could  be  so 
soon  adjusted  and  transmitted  as  could  be  wished.  I  have 
written  to  obtain  them,  and  a  commissioner  is  employed  in 
adjusting  them.  From  the  best  statement  and  estimate 
which  I  have,  I  can  assure  you,  that  what  remains  at  my 
disposition  is  extremely  small. 
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Your  Excellency  is  doubtless  informed,  that  at  the  close 
of  last  year,  there  was  an  anticipation  on  the  public  credit 
to  the  amount  of  above  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
This  anticipation  amounts  to  a  greater  sum  nofv  than  it  did 
then,  and  a  very  considerable  addition  mtist  bei  made  at  the 
disbanding  of  the  army.  My  mere  assertion  might,  I  am 
sensible,  be  drawn  into  doubt,  but^  Sir,  there  is  evidence 
sufficient  to  convince  every  considerate  man.  Tlie  ex- 
penses of  1782  were  above  twenty  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars ;  those  of  17S3  are  greater,  by  a  month^s  pay  made 
to  tlie  army,  and  by  extending  the  contriact  for  rations. 
Near  five  months  of  this  year  are  already  expired.  One 
month's  pay  of  the  army  is  above  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  according  to  the  establishment,  and  al- 
though the  army  is  not  completed  to  its  establishment,  yet 
the  deficiency,  being  in  private  sentinels,  will  not  form  a 
great  deduction. 

The  conclusion  from  what  1  havo  stated  is  clear  and 
irresistible ;  there  is  no  reliance  but  on  the  energy  of  the 
States,  and  it  is  on  that  reliance  that  I  rest  for  the  afiairs  of 
my  department.  I  shall  not  add  anything  to  what  is  said 
in  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  as  inducements  for,  or  to 
stimulate  exertions,  because  I  cannot  suppose  that  the 
voice  or  the  word  of  an  individual  servant  wiUmeet  an  at- 
tention which  is  not  paid  to  the  representation  of  the  whole 
empire,  expressed  in  its  solemn  Acts,  and  on  the  raost 
urgent  occasion,  where  wisdom,  justice,  and  gratitude  com- 
bine to  enforce  the  requisition. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


DIFLOMAing  <:;ORR£SFO!IDENC£.  3&9 

TO    THOBftASl   BARCLAY,    AGENT   I'OR    SETTLING    THE 
PUBLIC-  ACCOUNTS    IN    EUBOFE. 

Office  of  Financji,  May  12th,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  from  you  many  letters,  wliicb  I  beg, 
)eav€  to  acknowledge. 

The  biUs  drawn  by  order  of  Congress  at  a  long  sight 
on  their  Ministers,  as  well  in  Spain  and  Holland  as  jn 
France,  have  tnvolvecl  the  affairs  of  my  Department  in 

» 

a  labyrinth  of  confusion,  from  which  I  cannot  eictricate 
them,  and  I  very  much  fear  that  many  of  these,  bills  will 
have>  been  twice  paid.  I  know  not  what  baa  been  done 
respecting  them,  and  only  know,  that,  ever  since  I  entered 
into  office  they  have  not  only  plagued  and  perplexed  me, 
but  they  have  invan*idbly  consumed  the  resources  on  which 
I  have  formed  a  reliance.  I  have  now  determined  to  refer 
them  all  to  Mr  Grand  for  payment,  but  according  to  such 
arrangements  as  you  shall  take^  You  will  be  pleased, 
therefore,  to  consult  with  Dr  Franklin,  Mr  Adams,  Mr 
Laurens,  and  Mr  Jay,  to  whoni  I  write  on  the  subject,  as 
you  will  sec  by  the  enclosed  letters. 

I  enclose  you.  arv  account  from  the  treasury  of  w<bat  bills 
have. been  drawn,  on  thase  gentlemen,;  and;  I  am  to  reijuest,. 
that,  you  will  obtain  as  soodi  as  possible  an.  account  of  the 
payments^  made^on  tiiem,.  as  alsaof  those  which  are  still, 
due,  and  take  mea&ares  to  bauxe  them  paid^  by  drail^.  foe 
the  purpose,  if  necessary,,  on  Mr  Grand,,  and  provide 
against  the  double  payments,  which  I  fear./  I  have,  already- 
ordered  funds  into  Mr  Grand's  hands.*  Some  1  expect 
from  you.  As<  the  credit  I  gave  you  has- not  been  used|, 
thfttaloDO  furnishes  a.part^,  vmd  I  expect  tbeipe  will  be  coo-'- 
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siderable  balances  from  the  sales  of  the  Alliance's  prizes,  of 
which  I  am  daily  expecting  your  !iccounts,  he.  You  wilt 
al$o,  I  suppose,  have  recovered  the  insurance  you  made,  to 
the  amount  of  forty  thousand  florins,  which  will  be  some- 
thing. Every  aid  which  you  can  bestow  is  necessary,  for 
I  fear  those  bills  vnW  plunge  him  into  great  difficulties,  and 
the  protest  of  any  public  bills,  particularly  any  which  I 
should  draw,  would  reduce  our  affairs  here  to  infinite 
distress. 

1  am  also  to  request  of  you,  that  you  will  cause  as  soon 
as  possible  alt  the  accounts  of  the  clothing,  arms,  and  other 
supplies  to  be  liquidated  and  transmitted,  so  that  they  may 
be  properly  adjusted  here ;  for  at  present,  that  business  is 
in  a  state  of  extreme  confusion. 

I  am,  Sir,  Sec. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance.  Maj  12th,  17821, 

Sir, 

The  bills  drawn  by  Congress  ih  their  necessities 
press  very  lieavily  upon  me,  and  one  of  the  greatest 
among  many  evils  attending  them  is  the  confusion  in 
which  they  have  inVolVed  the  affairs  of  my  Depart- 
ment.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn  how  many 
of  these  bills  have  been  ^aid  nor  how  many  remain 
due;  neither  am  I  without  my  fears,  that  some  of  them 
have  received  double  payment.   •* 

To  bring  at  length  some  little  degree  of  order  into 
this  chaos,  after  waiting  till  ndw  for  fuller  light  and  in- 
formation, I  write  on  the  subject  to  Mr  Adams  and 
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Mr  Jay,  ajnc]  send  Mr  Barclay,  to  whom  I  also  write, 
a  copy  bf  the  enclosed  accounts,  directing  him  to  con- 
sult with  youx:  Excellency,  and  with  them  to*  transmit 
me  an  account  of  the  bills  paid,  and  of  those  remaining 
due,  and  to  take  measures  for  preventing  double  pay- 
ments. The  enclosed  accounts  will  inform  3'ou,  thatx 
of  the  bills  drawn  for  interest  and  those,  for  carrying 
on  the  current  service,  which  have  gone  forward 
through  the  Loan  Offices,  amount,  the  first  to  one  mil- 
lion six  hundred  and  eightyfour  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  seventyeight  dollars;  equal  to  eight  millions 
four  hundred  and  twentyone  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ninety  livres;  and  the  second  to  two  hundred  and 
eightysix  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirtythree  and 
one  third  dollars;  equal  to  one  million  four  hundred 
and  thirtythree  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixtysix 
livres,  six  spus,  and  eight  denicrs. 

Let  mc  entreat  you.  Sir,  to  forward  these  views  as 
much  as  possible,  for  you  will,  I  am  sure,  be  sensible 
how  necessary  it  is  for  me  to  know  the  exact  state  of 
cur  pecuniary  affairs,  lest  on  the  one  hand  I  should 
risk  the  public  credit  by  an  excess  of  drafts,  or  on  the 
other  leave  their  moneys  unemployed,  while  they  ex- 
perience severe  distress  from  the  want. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  perfe<:t  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    A    COMMITTEE    OF    CONQBESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  15th,  1783. 

Gentlemen, 

In  consequence  of  the  cotrversation  which  passed 
between  us  this  morning,  I  shall  give  you  the  best 
information  in  my  power  as  to  the  state  of  my  Depart- 
ment and  the  resources  I  can  command. 

You  have  in  the  et^closed  paper,  an  accoont  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  from  the  commencement  of 
the  year  to  the  end  of  the  last  monjh ;  by  which  It 
appears,  that  there  is  an  advance  on  credit  to  the 
amount  of  near  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  exclusive 
of  what  niay  appear  in  Mr  Swahwick's  accounts  for 
the  month  of  A)>ril.  A  large  sum  is  also  due  on 
General  Greene's  drafts,  and  the  cctntractors  are  to  be 
paid  in  this  month  for  the  supplies  of  January  last. 
At  the  end  of  this  month,  therefore,  that  anticipation 
must  necessarily  be  much  increased,  as  will  appear 
from  the  slightest  reflection  after  what  is  to  be  said  of 
our  resources. 

These  are  either  An^eign  or  domestic.  As  to'  the 
first,  I  enclose  the  copy  of  the  last  letter  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Mr  Grand,  and  I  have  to  add  to  what  is 
contained  in  that  letter,  that  the  day  it  was  received, 
mv  drafts  on  him,  over  and  above  those  mentioned  in 
it,  amounted  to  three  millions  forty  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  «eventyeightlivres.  I  have  directed,  there- 
fore, Mr  Barclay  to  -pay  over  to  Mr  Grand  any 
moneys,  which,  may  be  in  his  possession,  and  I  have 
directed  Messrs  Willink  &  Co.  of  Amsterdam  to  .do 
the  same,  after  deducting  what  may  be   necessary   to 
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pay  the  interest,  of  their  loan  falling  due  the  1st  of 
June  next.  But  as  I  have  no  accounts  of  how  much  has 
bsen  borrowed  since  the  end  of  January,  and  as  all 
which  had  been  borrowed  before  was  disposed  of,  I 
cannot  determine  how  far  they  can  come  in  aid  of  Mr 
Gi^and,  Neither  can  I  tell  until  the  receipt  of  his  ac- 
counts what  aid  he  may  stand  in  need  of.  In  these 
circumstances  I  am  obliged  to  leave  about  eighteen 
hundred  thousand  livres  (which  remain  of  a  stim  placed 
m  the  hands  of  Messrs  he  Couteulx  for  answering 
drafts  intended  through  Havana,)  to  answer  any  defi* 
ciency  of  other  funds  to  pay  my  drafts  on  Mr  Grand. 
These  then,  Gentlemen,  are  all  the  foreign  resources, 
except  what  the  French  Court  may  advance  on  the 
late  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  you  will  see  by  the 
enclosed  translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of 
France,  what  little  hope  is  to  be  enteKained  from  that 
quarter. 

Our  domestic  resources  are  twofold.  First,  eertain 
goods  and  other  property,  such  as  horses,  wagons,  Sue. 
These  latter  will  produce  very  little,  and  the  former 
are,  by  the  peace,  very  much  reduced  in  value,  antl 
from  the  nature  of  the  goods  themselves  they  are 
ehitffly  unsaleable.  Very  little  reliance,  therefore,  can 
be  placed  on  this  first  dependence.  The  amount  I 
cannot  possibly  ascertain,  for  I  do  not  yet  know,  and 
cannot  until  the  opening  of  them  now  in  hand  shall 
be  completed/  the  kinds,  quality  and  situation. 
Some  are  damaged,  those  which  were  deemed  most  sale* 
able  have  been  tried  at  vendue,  and  went  under  the 
first  cost,  and  much  the  greater  part  will  certainly  not 
sell  at  a  fourth  of  their  value. 
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The  only  remaining  resource  is  in  the  taxes,  and 
what  they  may  amount  to,  it  is  impossible  to  tell. 
But  you  have  encloscft  an  account  of  uhat  ,they 
yielded  the  four  first  months  of  this  year,  and  you  will 
see  from  thence,  that  if  all  expense  had  ceased  on  the 
first  day  of  this  month,  the  anticipations  already  made 
would  not  have  been  absorbed  by  the  same  rate  of 
taxation  in  eight  months  moie. 

Now  then,  Gentlemen,  you  will  please  to  consider, 
that  if  your  army  is  kept  together  they  will  consume 
as  much  in  one  month  as  the  taxes  will  produce  in 
two,  and  probably  much  more ;  to  make  them  three 
months'  pay  will  require  I  suppose  at  least  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  every  day  they  continue  in 
the  field  lessens  the  practicability  of  sending  them 
home  satisfied.  The  anticipations  of  revenue  are 
threefold,  two  of  which  appear  as  to  their  efiects  in 
the  public  accounts,  and  one  very  considerable  one, 
though  it  produces  ^reat  relief,  is  not  seen.  It  con* 
sists  in  the  drawing  of  bills  on  me  for  the  public  ser- 
vice by  different  |)ersons  and  at  different  usances.  I 
imagine  that  these  amount  at  the  present  moment  to 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  other  anticipations 
consist  in  loans  from  the  bank  on  the  issuing  of  niy 
own  notes.  As  to  the  first  of  these  it  is  iimited 
in  its  nature  by  the  capital  of  the  bank,  which 
being  'small  will  not  admit  of  great  deductions,  and 
it  depends  much  upon  circumstances,  whether  the 
bunk  will  go  to  the  extent  which  they  may  go^  If  liiry 
find  the  revenues  increasing  and  the  expenses  dimin- 
ishing, they  will,  but  otherwise,  they  certainly  will  not. 
As  to  the  notes  I  issue,  and  which    form   the  greatest 
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part  of  my  antici|inlions,  these  have  also  a  certain 
limit,  to  exceed  which  would  be  fatal.  I  must  not  so  ex- 
'  tend  that  circulation,  as  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  pay  them 
when  presented,  for  that  would  totally  destroy  their  credit, 
arid,  of  course,  their  utility. 

If  anything  of  this  sort  should-  take  place  before  the 
army  are  disbanded,-you  will  see  at  once  that  they  could 
be  fed  no  longer,  and  must  of  course  disband  themselves. 
1  will  not  dwell  on.  the  consequences,  but  I  will  draw  one 
clear  conclusif*n,  which  you  have,  doubtless;  by  this  time 
anticipated,  vHz.  that  unless  they  are  disbanded  immedi- 
ately, tiie  means  of  paying  them,  even  with  paper,  will  be 
gone.  And  this  sentiment  I  have  not  delivered.to  you, 
but  to  a  former  comniittee,  as  well  as  to  many  individual 
members  of  Congress,^ 

But  when  I  speak  of  disbanding  the  army,  I  beg  to  be 
understood  as  meaning  to  reserve  a  sufficient  garrison  for 
West  Point  5  and  on  this  subject  I  pr«iy  to  be  inddged  in 
a  view  of  cur  political  and  military  situation  as  far  as  re- 
lates to  this  capital  object  of  my  department.  And  first, 
as  no  our  political  situation,  I  conceive  that  wb  are  at 
peace-  It  is  true,  that  the  definitive  treaty  is  not,  that  w^e 
know  of,  completed  ;  but  it  is  equally  true,  that  all  the 
other  belligerent  powers  have  been  disarming  for 
months  past,  and  [presume  they  arc  at  least  as  well 
acquainied  with  the  state  of  things  as  we  are.  To 
express  doubts  of  the  sinceiity  of  Britain  on  this  sub- 
ject is,  I  know,  a  fashionable,  but  in  my  opinion  a 
very-  foolish  language.  VVc  have  the  best  evidence  of 
their  sincerity,  which  the  nature  of  things  will  admit, 
for  we  know  they  are  unable  to  carry  on  the  war,  and 
we  see  and  feel,  that  tlv^y  arc  passing  every  act,  and 
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doing  everything  in  their  power  to  conciliate  bur 
affections.  Expressions  of  doubts  as  to  their  sincerity , 
if  intended  to  foster  enmity  against  them,  will  fail  of 
the  effect  and  produce  the  direct  contrary,  for  every- 
body will  soon  learn  to  consider  them  as  unjustly  sus* 
pected,  and  their  Ministers  will  take  care  to  inculcate 
and  enforce  the  sentiment. 

As  to  our  military  situation  some  of  the  troops  in 
the  southern  States  have  already  mutinied,  the  prin* 
cipal  part  of  them  are  ordered  away,  and  since  the 
Floridas  are  ceded  to  Spain  it  follows,  that  those 
troops  which  may  remain  in  the  southern  States  will 
have  to  operate  against  the  Spaniards  if  they  operate 
at  all.  So  that  every  man,  except  those  under  the 
General's  immediate  command  and  the  little  garrison 
of  Fort  Pitt,  are  in  fact  disbanded  to  ev«ry  purpose . 
but  that  uf  expense. 

Th»  prisoners  are  some  of  them  going,  and  the  rest 
gone  into  New  York,  so  that  in  a  few  day^  the  enemy 
will  be  able  to  do  everything  which  they  could  do  if 
the  greater  part  of  our  army  were  gone  home.  For 
they  could  not  take  West  Point  if  it  is  properly  gar* 
risoned,  and  they  could  ravage  the  country  in  spile  of 
our  army  when  theirs  shall  be  all  collected^ 

Our  situation,  therefore,  seems  to  be  this.  We  are 
keeping  up  an  army  at  a  great  expense,  and  very  mach 
against  their  inclinations  for  a  mere  punctilio,  and  by  that 
means  incapacitating  ourselves  from  performing  wlsat  they 
btegin  to  consider  as  a  kind  of  engagement  taken  (vith 
them.  I  shall  detain  you  no  longer  on  this  subject,  but 
must  repeat  one  observation,  which  is,  that  unless  the  far 
greater  part  of  our  expenses  be  Inunediately  curtailed,  tlie 
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object  Congress  had  in  view  by  their  resolutions  of  the  2d 
instant,  cannot  possibly  be  accomplished. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  iac, 

ROBEilT  MORRIS.* 


TO    MAJOR  GEN£RAL   GREENE. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  16th,  1783. 

S* 

Your  bills  on  me  fall  very  heavy,  ayd  I  am  in 
hourly  apprehensions  of  being  unable  to  pay  them. 
You  will  see,  therefore,  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
send  money  for  your  military  chest.  I  hope,  how*- 
€ver,  and  expect,  tliat  the  sales  of  'the  public  property 
will  provide  you  more  money  than  you  stand  in  need 

*May  iZA.  Mr  Gorham  and  Mr  Hamilton,  two.  members  of  a 
committee  of  Congress  for  conferring  with  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  myself,  relative  to  disbanding 
the  army,  met  this  morning.  I  opened  the  business,  and  stated 
yery  fully  the  necessity  of  disbanding  the  army,  in  order  to  get  clear 
of  an  expense,  which  oar  resourres  are  unequal  to,  and  which  can- 
not be  supported  many  months  at  any  rate,  but  which,  if  continued 
any  longer,  will  consume  the  only  means  now  left  for  making  a 
payment  to  the  army  when  disbanded.  The  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee seemed  perfbctly  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  disbanding  the 
army  on  principles  of  economy,  but  opposed  to>  it  on  principles  of 
policy,  in  which  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  joins  with  them. 
The  Secretary  at  War  said  little,  and  I  related  an  observation  which 
he  had  made  to  me  a  few  days  before  in  favor  of  disbanding  the 
army  directly,  viz. ;  that  th^y  would  not  continue  in  the  field  under 
their  present  enlistments,  if  the  war  were  to  break  ^out  again ;  but 
that  in  such  a  case  we  must  begin  entirely  anew.  The  conclusion 
of  the  conference  is,  that  I  am  to  state  the  reasons  resulting  from  the 
situation  of  our  finances,  which  induce  an  immediate  disbanding  of 
the  army,  ia  writing  to  the  commtttm.    IHary, 
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of.  I  know  not  what  orders  the  Secretary  at  War 
ma}^  give,  but  if  they  be  aj^reeablc  to  my  wishes,  they 
will  contain  an  absolute  dismission  of  all  the  troops  \n 
your  quarter,  for  I  can  see  no  use  i|p  keeping  them 
together. 

The  attacks  made  upon  you,  might  reconcile  me  to 
those  which  I  cKperience,  for  they  show  that  no  con- 
duct, however  just,  can  possibly  escape  censure.  It  is 
far  easier  to  be  faultless  than  blameless,  and  the  expe- 
rience I  have  had  in  this  way  leads  me  to  a  total  disre- 
gard of  all  things,  so  far  as  conduct  is  to  be  detcrniined. 
But  I  muft^at  the  same  time  acknowledge,  that  I  can- 
not help  feeling  indignation  whenever  they  are  made. 
They  are  for  the  most  part  mere'  ebullition  of  low 
malice,  and  if  rightly  understood  contain  the  most  .in- 
disputable acknowledgement  of  merit.  Let  this  rc; 
flection  console  you  for  what  you  have  already  expe- 
rienced and  what  may  3^et  be  behind. 

I  thank  you  for  th€  sentiments  you  express  in  my 
favor.  You  will  have  seen,  that  contrary  to  every 
private  igterest  and  sentiment  I  have  agreed  to  a 
longer  continuation  in  ofBce.  And  j^ou  may  rest 
assured,  that  nothing  but  a  view  of  the  public  necessi- 
ties should  have  induced  me  still  longer  to  bear  up 
under  the  burden.  Not  because  I  regard  tlie  calum- 
nies I  meet  with,  for  nhliough  they  excite  my  feelings 
they  slinll  not  influence  my  conduct,  bnt  because  I  da  not 
think  those  measures  are  pursued,  which  are  calculated 
for  the  happiness  of  this  country,  and  I  do  not  wiih  to 
participate  in  any  others. 

There  are  many  persons  in  the  Southern  States,  who 
think  the  measures  of  Congress  and  of  their  ser%*ant8  are 
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directed  to  ihe  partieuhir  good  of  Pemistylvania,  ami  mare 
ivha^iretend  to  think  so.  It  is  a  liule  history  of  human 
weakness  and  I  might  say  meanness,  the  manner  in  wtiich 
antipathies  have  been  imbibed  and  propagated  with  respect 
to  my  tiepartment.  One  sam()lc  wjll  show  the  lextnre  of 
the  whole  piece.  While  I  was  in  advance,  not  onl)*  my 
credit  bnt  every  shilling  of  my  own  money,  ai^d  nil  which 
I  coold  obtain  fron)  my  friends,  to  snpiinrt  the  iniportant 
expedition  against  Yorktown,  much  offence  was  taken  that 
1  did  not  minister  relief  to  the  officers  taken  prisoners  at 
Ciiarieston.  I  felc  their  distresses  as  sincerely  as  any  man 
could'do,  but  it  was  impossible  to  afford  relief. 

Before  I  close  the  letter,  I  miist  again  repeat  rny  solici- 
tude on  the  scorp  of  your  bills,,  which  are  coming  in  upon 
me  so  last,  that  the  means  of  paying  them  must,  I  fear,  be 
deficient.  Take  care,  therefore,  to  draw  as  little  and  at 
as  k>ng  sigist  as  possible. 

J  am,  Sir,  your  most  obediet.t,'  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  t.   PitANKLItl. 

Oi&ce  of  finance,  May  26th,  1783. 

Sir, 

1  have  now  before  me^  your  letters  of  the  14tb  and  23d 
of  December,  which  are  the  last  I  have  received.  En- 
closed you  have  a  letter  from  me  to  the  Minister  of  France, 
with  his  answer  of  the  i4th  of  March,  on  the  subject  of 
the  delay  which  happened  in  transmitting  his  despatches. 
Yoif  will  see  by  these,  that  Lieutenant  Barney  was  not  to 
blame. 

Your  bills  in  favor  of  M.  de  Lauzun  have  not  yet  ap- 
voL.  zii.  47 
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pearedy  or  they  should  have  been  duly  booored.  That 
gentleman  has  s'tnce  left  the  country,  and  therefore  it  is 
possible  that  the  bills  may  not  come.      . 

The  reflections  you  make,  as  well  on  the  nature  of  pub- 
lic credit,  as  on  the  inattention  of  the  several  States,  are 
just  and  unatiswerable ;  but  in  what  country  of  the  world 
shall  ^e  find  a  nation  willing  to  tax  tbenaselves.  The  laa- 
guage  of  panegyric  has  held  forth  the  English  as  such  a 
nation,  but  certainly  if  our  Legislatures  were  subject  to 
like  influence  with  theirs,  we  might  preserve  the  form^  but 
we  should  already  have -lost  the  substance  of  freedom. 
Time,  reason,  argument,  and  above  all,  that  kind  of  con- 
viction) which  arises  from  feeling,  ^  are  necessary  to  ^  the 
establishment  of  our  revenues,  and  the  consolidation  of  our 
union.  Botli  of  these  appear  to  me  essential  to  our  public 
happiness ;  but  our  ide^as,  as  you  well  know,  are  frequently 
the  result  rather  of  habit  than  reflection,  sa  that  oumbeis  ' 
who  might  think  justly  upon  these  subjects,  haVe  been  early 
estranged  from  the  modes  and  means  of  considering  them 
properly. 

I  am  in  the  hourly  wish  and  expectation  of  hearing  from 
you,  and  sincerely  hope  it  may  be  soon.  Believe  me,  I 
pray,  with  esteem  and  respect,  yours,  fe;. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FRAiNKLIN. 

•    Office'ofFiaance,  May  aeth,  1783.  * 

Sir, 
By  the  enclosed  Acts  of  the  28th  of  April  and  2d  of 
May,  with  the  copy  of  ray  letter  to  Congress  of  the  3d  of 
May,  you  will  perceive  that  I  ani  to  continue  somev^tiat 
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fenger  in,  the  Superintendence  of  our  Finances.  Be  as- 
suredy  Sir,  that  nothing  but  a  clear  view  of  our  distresses 
could  have  induced  my  consent.  I  must  at  the  same  tinte 
acknowledge,  that  the  distresses  we  experience,  arise  from 
our  own  misconduct.  If  the  resources  of  this  country 
were  drawn  ford),  they  would  be  amply  sufficient,  but  this 
is  not  the  case.  Congress  have  not  authority  equal  to  the 
object,  and  their  influence  is  greatly  lessened  by  their  evi- 
dent incapacity  to  do  justice. 

This  is  but  a  melancholy  introduction  to  the  request 
contained  in  the  Act  of  the  3d  instant.  But  I  shall  not  be 
guihy  of  falsehood,  nor  will  I  intentionally  deceive  you,  or 
put  you  in  the  necessity  of  deceiving  others.  My  official 
simation  compels  me  to  do  things,  which  I  would  certainly 
avoid  under  any  other  circumstances.  Nothing  should .  in* 
duce  me  in  my  private  charact<9r  to  make  such  applications 
for  money  as  I  am  obliged  to  in  my  public  cliaracter.  I 
know  and  feel  that  you  must  be  in  a  disagreeable  situation 
on  this  subject.  I  can  andcipate  the  answers  to  all  your  re- 
quests ;  and  I  know  you  may  be  asked  for  payment  when 
you  ask  for  loans.  Yet,  Sir,  I  must  desire  you  to  repeat 
your  appligations.  My  only  liope  arises  from  the  belief, 
that  as  the  King's  expenses  are  much  lessened,  he  may 
be  able  to  comply  with  his  gracious  intentions  towards 
America. 

And  the  only  inducement  I  can  offer  is  the  assurance 
that  the  taxes  already  called  for,  shall  be  appropriated  as 
fast  as  other  indispensable  services  will  admit,  to  the  replac- 
ing of  whot  the  Court  may  advance. 

Our  situation  is  shortly  this.  The  army  oxpect  a 
payment,  which  will  amount  to  about  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars.     I  am  already  above  half  a  million  dol- 
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lars  in  advance  of  oiir  reioureiea»  by  paper  anticipation*  I 
must  iocreaae  tiiis  anticipation  immediately  to  pay  moneys 
due  on  contrai;ts  for  feeding  our  army ;  and  1  must  make 
tl^m  the  expected  payment  by  notes  to  be  discliarged  at 
a  distant  day.  Now,  Sir,  if  these  notes  are  not  satisfied 
wben  tbey  become  due,  4be  Ittde  credit  which  remains  to 
this  country  must  faU,  and  the  little  authority  dependent  on 
it  must  fall  too.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is,  that  yon 
are  to  ask  aid  for  the  United  States.  If  it  can  be  obtained, 
I  shall  consider  the  obligation  as  being  in  some  degree  per- 
sonal to  myself,  and  I  shall  certainly  exert  myself  for  the 
repayment.  You  will  be  so  kind.  Sir,  as  to  ship  on  board 
the  Washington  eighteen  hundred  thousand  livres,  but  if 
the  ban  be  not  obtained,  I  must  entreat  you  will  give  me 
the  earliest  possible  information  of  the  refusal. 

I  shall  communicate  this  letter  to  the  Minister  of  his 
l^Iost  Cliristian  Majesty,  and  request  him  to  write  to  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  on  the  subject  of  it.  Believe  me,  I 
j^ray,  with  sincere  and  respectful  esteem,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  H.   DE   LA  L0SCni»:« 

Office  of  Finance,  May  27th,  1783. 
Sir,  • 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  fo^  your  Excellency's 
perusal,  the  copy  of  a  Icller  to  Dr-  Franklin.,  which  will  go 
by  the  Washington  packet,  on  Sunday  next.  I  am  ,to  re- 
quest, that  your  Excellency  will  write  on  ike  subject  of  It 
to  the  Cotjnt  de  Vergennes.  You  will  observe,  Sir,  that  I 
have  n^de  no  mention  v^rhatever  of  the  reasons,  which 
might  induce  France  to  grant  the  aid  requested.     Every 


DIPLOMATIC  OOBIi£«t)»D£NC£.  373 

tipioieiii,  which  can  apply  to  the  interests  of  your  Court, 
will  come  more  properly,  •  as  well  as  more  forcibly  from 
your  pen  than  from  mine.  I  shall  only  ask,  that  you  will 
give  your  own  sentiments  and  views  of  our  .circumstances 
and  situation.  These  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  the  most  pow* 
erful  reasons  in  support  of  the  present  ap[dication. 
I  am,  Sir^  with  perfect  respect,  &cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   GEORGE    WASHINOTOH. 

Office  of  FiniiLnce,  May  29th,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excel* 
lency's  letter  of  the  8ih  instant.  I  have  not  answered  it 
sooner,  because  untilnow  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to 
answer  it  satisfactorily. 

By  some  designing  men  my  resignation  of  office 
(grounded  on  a  clear  conviction,  that  unless  something 
was  done  to  support  public  credit,  very  pernicious  co'nse* 
quences  would  foHow)  was  misconstrued.  It  was  repre- 
sented as  a  factious  desire  to  riiise  civil  comraotionSit.  It 
vfks  said  that  the  army  were  to  be  employed  as  the  instru* 
ments  to  promote  flagitious  interested  views.  These  found 
admittance  to  minds,  which  should  forever  ha\'e  been  shut 
against  tlwm.  We  now  rest  on  tlie  event,  to  determine 
whether  a  sincere  regard  to  public  justice  and  public  in- 
terest, or  a  sinister  respect  to  my  own  private  emolument 
were  the  influential  motives  of  my  conduct.  I  am  a  very 
mistaken  man,  if  time  and  experience  shall  not  demon- 
strate, that  the  interests  of  the  army  and  of  the  public 
creditors  are  given  up.     But  I  mention  tliese  things  only 
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to  you  in  confidence,  for  it  shall  not  again  be  supposed 
that  I  am. the  leader  of  sedition.- 

Having  done  what  was  in  my  power  to  establish  those 
plans,  which  appeared  necessary  for  doing,  justice  to  all| 
and  affording  relief  to  our  army  in  particular,  I  have  ac- 
quitted what  was  the  first  nnd  greatest  duty.  When  it 
appeared  that  otlier  modes  were  to  be  pursued,  I  would 
gladly  have  departed  in  peace,  but  it  has  been  thought  that 
my  further  agency  was  necessary,  to  procure  for  the  army 
that  species  of  relief,  which  they  seemed  to  desire.  The 
factious  designing  man,  who  was  to  have  lighted  up  the 
flames  of  mutiny  and  sedition,  has  undertaken  a  most  ar- 
duous and  perilous  business  to  save  this  country  from  those 
convulsions,  which  her  negligence  bad  hazarded.  This 
becaipe  a  duty  when  the  first  duty  to  justice  was  per- 
formed, and  this  shall  b^  performed  also.  It  is  now  above 
a  month  since  the  committee  conferred  with  me  on  that 
subject,  and  I  then  told  them  that  no  payment  could  be 
made  Ic  the  army  but  by  means  of  a  paper  anticipation, 
and  unless  our  expenditures  were  immediately  and  consid- 
erably reduced,  even  that,  could  not  be  done.  Our  ex- 
penditures have  nevertheless  been  continued^  and  our 
revenue  lessens,  the  States  growing  more  and  more^  remiss 
in  their  collections.  The  consequence  is,  that  I  cannot 
make  payment  in  the  manner  first  intended.  The  notes 
issued  for  this  purpose  would  have  been  payable  at  two, 
four,  and  six  months  from  the  date,  but  at  present  they  will 
all  be  at  six  months,  and  even  that  will  soon  become  im- 
practicable, unless  our  expenses  be  immediately  curtailed. 

I  shall  cause  such  notes  to  he  issued  for  three  months' 
pay  to  the  army,  and  I  must  entreat,  Sir^  that  every  influ- 
ence be  used  with  the  States  to  absorb  them,  together  with 
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* 

my  other  engagements,  by  taxation.     Th&  present  collec* 

tions  are  most  shameful,  and  afford  but  a  sad  prospect  to 

all  those  who  are  dependent  upon  them. 

I  hope,  my  Dear  Sir,  that  the  state  of  public  affairs 
will  soon  permit  you  to  lay  down  the  cares  of  your  painful 
office.  I  should  in  two  days  have  been  liberated  from 
mine,  if  a  desire  to  free  you  from  your  embarrassments, 
and  procure  some  little,  relief  to  your  army,  had  not  in- 
duced a  continuance  of  them.  But  it  must  always  be 
renaefpbered,  that  this  continuance  is  distinct  from  any 
idea,^which  may  be  connected  with  the  plans  for  funding 
our  public  debts.  As  I  do  not  approve  of,  so  I  cannot  be 
responsible  for  th€|^.  Neither  will  I  involve  myself  in 
endless  details,  which  must  terminate  in  disappointment. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS,      i 


CIRCITLAR   TO   THB    GOVERNORS   OF* THE    STATES.^ 

Office  of  Finance,  June  5th,  1783. 

Sir, 
C!ongress  having  directed  a  very  considerable .  part  of 
the  army  to  be  sent ^  home  on  furlough,  I  am  pressed  ex- 
ceedingly to  make  a  payment  of  three  months'  wages,  and 
I  am  very  desirous  to  accomplish  k,  but  the  want  of 
money  compels  me  to  an  anticipation  on  the  taxes  by 
making  thtd  payment  in  notes.  To  render  this  mode  toI« 
erably  just  or  useful,  the  notes  must  be  punctually  dis- 
charged when  they  fall  due,  ^nd  my  dependence  must  be 
on  the  money  to-  be  received  of  the  several  States,  en  the 
requisitions  for  the  last  and'present  year.  I  hope  the  ur- 
gency of  the  case  will  produce  the  desired  exertions,  and 
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finnDy  enable  me  to  preserve  tlie  credit  and  honor  of  die 
federal,  government* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CIBCULAH  TO.  THE    GOVERNORS    OF   THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  :fiily  11th,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  ta  your  Excellency,  a 
state  of  the  public  accounts,  balanced  on  the  last  day  of 
June,  1783.  A  view  of  these  accounts  will  render  it  un- 
necessary to  make  many  observations. 

Ou  the  States  I  am  to  rely  for  pa}ni)ent  of  the  antici- 
pations amounting,  as  you  will  see,  to  more  than  a  mrUion. 
And  you  will  observe,  that  this  great  anticipation  has  been 
made  for  that  service,  which  all  affect  to  have  so  much  at 
heart*  A  payment  to  the  American  army.  If  diey  had 
received  no  pay  during  the  yeap  1783, 1  might  perhaps 
have  been  spared  the  necessity  of  this  application,,  because 
it  IS  probable  that  the  taxes  even  as  they  are  now  collected 
might  ,bave  fibsorbed  such  anticij^tions  as  I  should  then 
have  been  obliged  to  make* 

Much  pains  have  been  taken  to  inculcate  the  idea  that 
we  have  funds  in  Europe.  Those  funds  which  we  had 
there  are  exhausted,  and  the  general,  apprehension  that  no 
proper  funds  here  will  be  provided  has  cut  off  all  hopes 
from  that  quarter. 

The  question  has  frequently  and .  industsipusly  been 
asked,  what  becomes  of  the  moneys  which  are  paid  in  taxes. 
I  have  furnished  the  means  of  judging,  as  to  those  which 
nsach  the  public  treasury,  to  every  man  empbyed  in  the 
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admioistration  of  government  in  the  several  States,  for  my 
accounts  have*  been  regularly  transmitted.*    And  I  wouk) 

not  have  mentioned  the  insinuation  had  it  not  been  for  the 

> 

purpose  of  tibserving,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  all  those  who 
are  desirous  of  forwarding  a  collection  of  taxes,  to  show  a 
fair  appropriation,  and  not  suffer  groundless  clamors  to  dis- 
turb the  public  mind. 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  no  necessity  of  urging  the 
collection  of  taxes  now,  because  the  notes  given  to  the  army 
are  not  payable  in  less  than  six  months.  This  again  is  an 
assertion  whose  mischievous  operation  is  levelled  at  the 
very  vitals  of  our  credit.  One  month  of  that  time  is  already 
expired  with  respect  to  all  those  notes  which  have  been 
already  issued.  They  are  not  the  only  notes  in  circulation. 
Notes  are  not  the  only  modes  of  anticipation  which  have 
been  adopted.  And  it  is  a  serious  fact,  that  unlesiB  more 
vigorous  noeasures  take  place,  the  credit  of  all  notes  and  of 
everything  else  must  be  destroyed.  But  this  is  not  all. 
Supposing  for  a  moment,  that  the  notes  given  to  our  army 
were  the  only  object  whose  credit  was  to  be  attended  to. 
Can  any  reasonable  man  imagine,  that  they  could  be  of  any 
use  if  the  payment  were  to  depend  on  taxes  which  are  not 
to  be  collected  until  the  notes  are  due. 

I  have  not  been  wanting  on  my  part  in  pointing  out  from 
time  to  time,  the  mischiefs  which  must  ensue  from  neglect. 
The  applicatk>ns  have  met  with  inattention,  which  personally 
I  have  disregarded,  but  which  I  could  not  but  feel,  from  the 
consequences  involved  in  it.  Again,  in  compliance  with 
the  duty  I  owe  to  the  United  States,  1  call  for  that  aid  which 
they  are  entitled  to.  And  on  this  occasion  I  take  leave  to 
observe,  that  the  moment  is  very  fast  approaching  which  is 
to  determine  whether  America  is  entitled  to  the  appellation 
VOL.   XII.  48 
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(|f  justi  or  whofh^r  those  who  have  constantly  aspersed  her 
ctiHiiK^pter  are  ta  bo  believed. 

\Yitb  perfect  respecti  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


REPORT  TO  CONGRESS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  PAY  OF  THE 

ARMY. 

OlEoe  oi  FUmQee,  July  iStli,  178$. 

The  Superintendent  of  Finance,  to  whonf>  was  referred, 
on  the  llth  instant,  the  extract  of  a  report,  with  order  to 
report  thereon,  and  also  to  report  what  measures  he  has 
taken  relative  to  the  pay  of  the  army,  begs  leave  to  report, 

That  the  receivers  in  the  several  States  have  long  since 
been  instructed,  to  take  all  notes  signed  by  tlie  Superintend-' 
ent  of  Finance  in  payment  of  the  taxes,  and  also,  take  up  all 
such  notes  whenever  tendered,  if  they  have  public  money 
in  tlieir  hands. 

That  when  it  was  in  contemplation  to  make  a  payment 
to  the  arniiy,  the  committee  who  conferred  with  tlie  Super- 
latendent  on  that  subject  were  informed,  that  it  could  only 
be  done  in  notes,  and  that  in  order  to  support  tb^  credit  of 
such  notes,  it  would  not  be  sufficient  that  they  should  only 
be  rQceivahle  in  taxes  in  some  particular  State,  but  that  the 
receivers  throughout  the  States  must  receive  and  exchange 
them,  in  like  manner  with  other  notes  issued  fromth^  Office 
of  Finance. 

That  the  instruction  to  the  receivers  is  generally  known 
to  all  those  who  are  concerned  in* the  business  they  relate 
to,  and  in  consequence  tiiereof  the  receivers  are  if>  the  con- 
stant pr^ctici^  of  receiving  and  exclmnging  notes  signed  by 
the  Superinteiident  of  Finance,  whkh<  they  duly  remit  to 
the  treasury. 
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Tl^at  whenever  ihey  shall  find  it  difficult  to  obta'n  such 
notes  for  th*3  purpose  of  making  their  remittances  (which  is 
not  lihely  to  be  ili«  care  in  arty  short  period,)  they  will  nat- 
urally advertise  to  obtain  them.  Wherefore,  any  general 
noiification,  siirh  as  is  Contained  in  the  extract  cornmittfed, 
will  be  unnecessary. 

That  if  such  publication  as  is  recommended  were  con- 
fined (afe  seems  to  have  been  the  idea,)  to  those  notes  which 
hr.ve  been  issued  for  payment  of  the  army,  it  wbulcf  destroy 
what  little  credit  is  at  present  reposed  in  the  public  servatits, 
and  by  bringing  hohfie  immediately  .all  other  notes  which 
have  been  issued,  render  it  fmpracticable  to  discharge  them  J 
in  which  case  the  notes  issued  to  the  arrny  could  be  of  no 
use,  because  nobody  Would  take  them.  The  importance 
of  prt^srrving  credit  in  this  rsspect,  will  appear  from,  the 
preamble  to  an  Act  of  Congress  of  (he  2d  of  May  last. 

That  if  (as  is  mo^t  probable)  the  publicaiion  were  in- 
tended to  relate  alike  to  alt  notes,  it  is  a  thing  which  is 
already  well  known,  and  therefore  llie  expense  of  printing 
may  be  spared. 

With  respect  to  the  measures  taken  relative  to  paying 
the  army,  he  begs  leave  to  report,  that  upon  an  estimate 
from  the  War  Office,  he  signed  warrants  for  four  months 
pay  of  the  present  year,  whereof  one  month's  pay  has  been 
,  made  to  the  nonconmiissioned  officers  and  privates  in  spe- 
cie, and  to  the  officers  in  notes,  and  three  months'  pay  to 
both  officers  and  soldiers  in  notes.  That  the  Pavmaster 
lias  not  yet  received  all  the  notes  necessary  for  the  purpose, 
but  has  in  his  hands  as  many  as  he  wants  for  the  present. 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Fmanoe,  July  ISth,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  would  sooner  have  replied  to  the  Act  of  Congress 
of  the  11th  instant,  if  I  had  not  been  prevented  by  other 
business,  which  required  immediate  attention.  The  Act 
recites  a  representation  to  Congress,  that  certain  parts  of 
the  army  retired  on  furlough  have  not  received  the  pay,  &c. 
I  will  not  contest  the  tru$h  of  this  representation.  -But 
when  I  come  to  state  such  facts  as  are  within  my  knowledge, 
I  shall  appeal  to  the  candor  of  Congress  how  far  that  rep- 
resentation will  warrant  a  censure  against  me. 

I  am  directed  to  complete  without  dela/  the  same  pay- 
ment to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Massachusetts  line 
which  were  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  army  at  large.  Con- 
gress will  be  pleased  to  observe,  thct  they  have  passed  no 
particular  order  to  which  the  above  resolution  can  refer. 
The  general  Acts  which  relate  to  paying  our  army  from  the 
authority  on  which  the  payment  alluded  to  was  made. 
Supposing,  however,  that  by  the  resolution  is  meant  three 
months'  pay,  in  notes  payable  at  six  months  from  the  date ; 
I  must  take  liberty  to  remind  Congress,  that  completing  the 
payment  to  any  part  of  the  army  is  not  the  business  of  my 
department,  but  of  the  Paymaster  General.  All  ^hich  can 
depend  on  me,  is  to  put  those .  notes  into  his  hands  when 
called  for,  and  this  lias  been  done  as  fast  as  was  possible. 

I  am  directed  to  report  tiie  reasons  why  the  troops  lately 
furloughed  did  not  receive  a  part  of  their  pay  previous 
thereto.  Not  being  able.  Sir,  to  .make  sq  full  report  on  this 
subject  as  I  c.ould  wish,  I  have  written  a  letter  to  the  Pay- 
master General,  of  which  the  enclosure,  number  one,  is  a 
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copy.  The  answer  toahis  letter  shall  be  transmitted  as 
soon  as  received.  The  facts  relating  to  that  matter  which 
are  within  my  knowledge  are  the  following. 

On  the  9th  day  of  April  last,  a  committee  of  Congress 
did  me  the  honor  to  call,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  on 
certain  propositions  contained  in  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  to  an  honorable  member  from  Virginia. 
One  of  these  propositions  was  to  make  the  army  three 
months'  pay  previoiis  to  their  disbandment.  JSly  reply  was, 
an  acknowledgement  that  the  claim  was  very  reasonable,  a 
declaration  that  I  doubted  of  the  practicability,  and  a  prayer 
to  be  indulged  with  time  for  consideration.  On  the  14th 
of  April  I  wrote  a  letter  to  that  committee,  in  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  inform  them,  that  three  months'  pay 
amounted,  according  to  the  estimates,  to  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  That  to  supply  so  large  a  sum  was 
utterly  impracticable,  or  indeed  to  obtam  any  considerable 
part.  That  the  most  which  could  be  done  was  to  risk  a 
large  paper  anticipation.  That  to  render  the  arrangements 
for  that  purpose  effectual  iu  an  official  point  of  view  would 
be  a  work  of  time.  That  the  period  of  my  official  exist- 
ence was  nearly  arrived ;  that  disbanding  the  army  rn  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  them  and  to  the  country  was  doubt- 
less desirable.  That  I  believed  it  to  be  practicable,  although 
extremely  difficult j  and  that  I  should  be  ready  at  all  times 
to  give  my  advice  and  assistance  to  those  who  might  be 
charged  with  that  delicate  and  perilous  undertaking. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  Congress  were  pleased  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  confer  witli  me  relative  to  my  continuance 
in  office.  I  told  diat  honorable  committee,  that  the  late 
advices  from  Europe  gave  a  new  complexion  to  our  af- 
fairs, and  prayed  some  further  tiu^e  for  the  receipt  of  intel- 
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Itgenee.  On  the  2 4tb  of  April,  I  bad  the  honor  to  inform 
the  committee,  that  if  Congress  thought  my  assistance  essen* 
tial  toward  completing  such  payment  to'  the  armyas  might 
be  agreed  on,  &tc.  I  would  consent  to  a  further  continu- 
ance in  office  for  that  purpose ;  but  prayed  to  be  excused 
from  that  service  if  Congress  could  otherwise  accornplisb 
their  views. 

On  \\re  28th  of  April,  Congress  were  pleased  to  re- 
solve, that  the  public  service  required  my  continuance  m 
ojffUe  till  arrangements  for  the  reducti6n  of  tbe  arrny  could 
be  made^  and  the  engagements  taken  in  consequence,  as 
well  as  those  alreatfy  takert,  should  be  completed.  On  ihe 
2d  day  of  May  Congress  were  pleased  to  pnss  some  fur- 
ther resolutions  on  the  same  subject,  which  I  shall  shortly 
have  occasion  to  meniion.  On  the  3d  of  May  I  had  the 
Iionor  to  entreat  of  your  Excellency,  that  yoo  would  inform 
Congress  that  1  entertained  a  proper  sense  of  their  assur- 
ance of  firm  support,  and  in  reliance  on  them  should  con- 
tinue my  zealous  exertions  for  tiie  servii^e  of  the  United 
States. 

On  the  dth  of  May,  having  had  a  conference  with  the 
Minister  of  War,  on  the  resolutions  of  the  7lh  and  28ih  of 
April  and  2d  of  M;jy,  wetook  the  liberty  to  request,  that  a 
co4iimittee  might  be  appointed  to  confer  with  us  on  tbe 
subject  of  those  resolutjoiw.  Oa  the  16th  of  May,  two 
gentlemen  of  that  committee  did  us  the  honor  of  the  con- 
ference requested.  In  which  it  vyas  stated,  (ts  impractical 
hie  to  make  uny  payment  to  the  army,  unless  our  expendi- 
tures toere  imn^cdiately  and  considerably  reduced.  The 
committee,  however,  being  desirous  to  have  the  situation 
of  things  stated  to  them  in  writing,  I  wrote  them  a  letter  on 
the  same  day,  showbg,  that  on  the  last  day  of  April  Wjs 
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were  in  advanee  of  our  resources,  to  the  amount  of  sin 
hundred  tliousund.  dpllars ;  that  our  foreign  resources  were 
exhausted ;  that  our  domestic  resources  as  far  as  they 
consisted  in  sales  of  public  property,  were  considerably 
reduced ;  that  as  far  as  they  consisted  in  the  produce  of 
taxes  they  were  extremely  slender  and  precarious ;  tbf^l 
tl)e  monthly  consumption  of  the  army  was  at  least  double 
the  monthly  produce  of  the  taxes  ;  that  if  they  were  kept 
bnger  io  the  field,  they  would^onsume  every  resource  by 
which  the  payment  could  possibly  be  made  or  hazarded* 
And,  tlierefore,  that  unless  the  far  greater  part  of  our  ea?- 
pemes.  was  immediately  curtailed^  the  object  Congress  had 
in  view  by  their  resolutions  of  the  2d  of  May  could  not 
possibly  be  accomplished.  This  letter  w*as  accom)Kmied 
with  the  necessary  documents  to  establisi:  the  positions 
qontained  in  it. 

On  the  26th  of  May  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Comman* 
der  in  Chief  should  be  instructed  to  grant  furloughs,  &c* 
And  this  i^esolution  was  ^mmunicated  to  me  on  the  27th. 
Thus,  Sir,  from  the  9ih  day  of  April,  when  this  matter  was 
first  proposed,  until  the  27ih  day  of  M^y,  when  the  6nal 
determinations  of  Congress  were  made  known,  iny  conduct 
was  of  uecessity  suspended^ 

On  the  29ih  of  May  I  informed  the  Commaader  in 
CUef  of  my  deternunation  .to  issue  notes  payable  in  six 
upiuhs  frooi  ihe,  daV^,  for  three  months'  pay,,  and  explained 
to  him  the  reasons  why  I  could  not  make  the  payment  io 
^.y  other  mode.  In  reply  to.  this,  1  received  on  tli^  5ih 
of  June  a  letter  from  the  General,,  dated  the  3d,  which  was^ 
brouglil  by  express,  and,  urged  the  transmission  of  a  part 
of  those  notes.  1  immediately  wroDe  an  answer,  in  which 
1  lofiDrmed^hira,  that  on*  Saturday  eveoing.  the  31st  of  May, 
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the  paper  arrived  from  the  maker ;  that  on  Monday,  the  3d 
of  June,  it  was  delivered  to  the  printer ;  that  he  had  agreed 
to  send  the  first  parcel  of-notes  to  me  on  Friday,  the  6th  of 
June ;  and  that  as  soon  as  I  could  sign  them  they  should  be 
delivered  to  the  Paymaster,  to  be  sent  forward.  On  the 
7th  of  Junelhe  Paymaster  received  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
on  the  9th' fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  on  the  13th  one  hun- 
dred thousand ;  so  that  in  six  days  I  signed  six  thousand 
notes,  besides  the  other  business  of  my  office*  That  paper 
made  on  purpose  for  this  business  was  necessary  no  man 
can  doubt,  or  if  it  could  have  been  doubted  the  recent 
attempt  to  counterfeit  these  notes  is  a  sufficient*  proof. 
That  the  printing  was  to  take  place  before  the  signing  must 
be  admitted.  I'he  only  delay  therefore  with  which  I  can 
be  chargeable  must  be  in  the  signing  of  them,  and  upon 
that  subject  I  shall  say  nothing.  If  by  any  means  a  delay 
happened  after  the  notes  were  delivered  into  the  pay  office, 
I  presume  that  the  Paymastefr  General  will  be  able  to  ac- 
count for  it.  I  shall  only  add,  that  he  has  received  half  a 
million  of  these  notes,  as  will  appear  by  the  enclosed  note 
of  the  payments  number  two. 

I  am  also  directied,  Sir,  to  report  the  manner  in  which 
I  expect  to  redeem  the  notes  in  question.  Congress  will 
be  pleased  to  recollect,  that  the  issuing  of  those  notes  arose 
from  a  proposition  made  by  the  General  ond  warmly 
adopted  by  them.  That  although  1  was  very  desirous  of 
gratifying  the  wishes  of  the  army,  I  had  great  apprehen- 
sions as  to  the  ability  of  doing  it.  Atid  that  from  a  view 
of  the  scantiness  of  our  resources  I  felt  extreme  reluctance 
in  giving  my  consent.  As  to  the  means  of  redeeming  the 
notes,  permit  me  to  refer  Congress  to  the  letters  which  I 
bad  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  on  the  17tb 


of  M&rclb  and  Ist  of  May.;'  to  ray  eorrespbttdeiH^ -  frith 
tiiQ  hdnontble  oornmittee  of  Ciongress  oil  the  14th  and  16tb 
of  April,  42opies  whereof  are  enclosed  in  ttie  paf^r  number 
three;  aad  to  a tircular  leff^r  to  the  States  of  the  l^tb 
of  May,  of  which  a^copy  is  enclosed  in  the  paper  namber 
fcor.  ^  - 

Permit  me  also  to  refer  to  the  various'  aceoarits  ivhteh 
have  been  rendered  to  Congress  of  the  state  of  my  dfepart- 
ment ;  and  to  riieee  let  me  add  wiiat  appears  on  their  own 
minutes.  On  the  2d  of  May  they  declared  it  to  be  tlieir 
desire,  ivhenthe  redaction  of  the  army  slioold  take  place, 
to  enable  the  officers  an<i  soldiers  to  return  to  their  respec- 
tive homes  wijh  convenience  and  satisfaction ;  far  which 
purpose  it  would  be  indispensable  to  advance  them  ct  part 
of  their  pay.  They  declared  further,  that  there  were 
many  other  engagements  for  which  the  public  faith  was 
pledged,  and  the  punctual  performance  of  which  was  essen-- 
tial  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  And  they  further 
decl^red^  that  neither  $f  tbem  important  objects  could  be 
effected  without  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  several  States 
in  the'  eoUettidn  of  taxes.  From  a  conviction  pf  these  facts 
Congress. Were  pleased  to  call  upon  the  respective.  States 
in  the  most  earnest  manner,  lo  forward  the  coUection  of 
taxes.  As  aii  additional  means  to  accomplish  the  same 
end,  they  were  pleased,  to  apply  for  a  further  ban  of  three 
millions  of  livres  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty.  *  And  tiiey 
resolved,  that  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  be  directed 
to  take  the  necessary  arrangements  for  carrying  the  views 
of  Congress  into  execution •  And  that  he  be  a^^ured  of 
their  firm  support  towards  ful€lling  the  engagements  lie  has 
already  taken,  or  may  take,  on  the  public  account  during 
bis  contffiuance  in  office. 
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•Having  .already 'SO  fdly  stated  the  skuation  of  my  de* 
partmenc,  I  have  only  ta  say  in  answer  to.  tiie  order  1  have- 
received,  that  I  rely  on  the  .firm  support  of  Congress,  sol* 
eranly  pledged  to  me  (for  the  purpose  of  inducing  my  con- 
tinuance in  office)  to  redeem  those  notes  issued  to  the 
army,  ^s  well  as  to  fulfil  all  other  engagements  which  I 
have  taken  or- may  take  on  the  public  account. 

Before  I  close  this  letter,  l  beg  Iqave  to  assign  my  reason 
for  reducing  my  report  to  that  form«  It  is  because  I  had 
rather  bear  the  censurej  contained  in  the  acts  of  the  11th 
of  July,  however  painful,  than  place  on  the  minutes  of  Con- 
gress anything  which  may  hold  up  tlie  iqea  of  precipitancy 
on  their,  part. 

With  perfect  respect,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MR    GRAND. 

^     OffieftofFiAsnce,  July  S5th,  1783. 

Sir, 

1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  of  April,  cover- 
ing a  statjement  of  your  accounts,  by  which  it  appears  that 
my  bills  on  you.  exceed  the  sum  which  you  will  have  to 
receive  from  the  Court  on  thi;s  year's  subsidy.  This  cir- 
cumstance, gives  me  great  paiii,  for  it  would  be  very  hard 
if  after  suf  porting  our  credit  in  Europe  during  the  war,  it 
should  be  fatally  ruined  on  the  establishment  of  peace. 
You  will,  have  learned  by  my  former  lettiers,  that  I  had 
taken  measures  to  throw  into  your  hands  all  the  moneys, 
which  I  could  by  any  means  command  for  that  purpose. 
1  am  still  in  liope;$,  that  the  Court  will  make  a  further  effort 
in.  our  favor,  but  at  any  rate  if  your  p.9yments  should  ex- 


ceed  your  fnnds,  I  must  replace  your  advances  by  remit- 
Unces  from  hence.  I  hope  tlrat  our  af&irs  will  soon  Cake 
such  a  form,  solidity,  and  establishment,  as  to  render  all 
things  perfectly  easy,  and  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive 
treaty,*  which  will  enable  us  to  redu6e  our  expenditures, 
added  to. the  advantages  of  a  general  and  lucrative  conr- 
merce,  cannot  fail  of  absorbing  what  few  engagements  may 
be  at  present  unprovided  for.  On  the  whole,  my  Dear 
Sir,  I  have  only  to  say  my  bills  must  be  honored,  and  your 
zeal  in  favor  of  America  Ynust  be  rewarded. 
With  sincere  esteem,  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE   PR£SID£NT   OF   C0N6R£^Si 

Office  of  Finance,  July  S8th,  1783.  * 
Sir,        - 

Conceiving  it  to  be  almost  certain,  that  a  definitive  treaty 
of  peace  is  concluded,  I  ,am  bound  to  request  the  attention 
of* Congress  towards  reducing  the  expenses.  It,  is  unne- 
cessary to  repeat,  that. our  resources  for  absorbing  the  an- 
ticipations, depend  on  the  produce  of  taxation.  There  is 
no  hope  of  fulfilling  the  public  engagements,  but  by  a  strict 
economy,  for  there  is  no  evidence  of  that  energy  among 
the  States,  which  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  May 
was- framed  to  inspire.  Let  me,  therefore,  repeat  my  re- 
questj  that  the  public  expen»&  he  greatly  reduced.  The 
number  of  men  which  it  may  be  neces9ary  to  keep  in  the 
field,  I  cannot  presume  to  name,  as  it  is  a  military  ques- 
tion ;  but  k  would  best  consist  with  the  present  statQ  of  my 
department  to  disband  the  whole. 

Your  Excellency  will  easily  coHoeive-  the  situation  to 
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which  I  am  driven  wbeo  I  am  coiopellcd  to  withhold  as*- 
•eat  to  a  moderane  demand  of  ihe  Secrjet^y  at  War,  for 
bMilding.inaga2ioes«iOk  preserve  the  public  stores.  It  is 
eertably  of  importance,  that  arsenals  should  be  erecied  in 
stiob  proper  places  aa  tq  (provide  for  the  public  defence, 
bttt  reasons  against  advancing  money  are  incontroverti- 
ble. Ceiogress  knew  the.  extent  of  my  engagements,  for 
the  diicbai^ing  of  which  they  have  spJemnly  pledged 
themselves*  Congresa  b;now  also^  that .  the  States  do  net 
furnish  means.  They  will  perceive,  thereCorei  that  I 
should  wantonly  sacrifice  their  honor  and  digoiiyj  should  I 
form  new  eogagem^enla  before  the  old  are  satisfied. 

I  know,  Sir,  that  many  of  the  stores  may  be  wasted  and 
destroyed  for  the  want  of.  magazines,  and  that  if  they  are 
sold  it  will  be  to  a  considerable  k>ss*  But  mubh  loss  must 
be  added  to  tb^  n](assiof  injurijes  America  has  already  sus- 
tained by  not  complying  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress. 
It  is  a  loss,  which  in  its  consequences  {must  fall  upon  the 
States  themsehres,  who  are  iim  uqmedtate  authors  of  it ; 
bot  if  the  engagements  already  taken  are  violated  by  ap- 
^ying  money  to  other,  pturposes,  then  the  honor  of  Con- 
gress will  be  sacrificed,  togetlier  with,  the  property  of  those 
who  relied  on  k. 

I  shooid  not,  Sir,  have  dwelt  so  long  on  this  small  cir- 
cumstance, if  it  did  not  serve  to  impress  the  true  object  of 
my  letter,  o  reduction  of  naiiond  expense*  And  here  let 
me  notice  what  has  often  been  mentioned,  thf^  ejtpense  of 
the  civil  list.  If  in  this  general  term  of  civil  list  are  com- 
prehended the  public  servants  abroad,  I  freely  acknowl- 
edge my  opinion,  that  it  might  be  curtailed.  But  the 
foreign  affairs  not  being  within  my  lioe,  this  sentiment  is 
expressed  with  all  possible  deference. 
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Our  domi^auc  civil  Ibt  consista  of  t«i^o  parts.  Firsts  that 
wbieh  15  engaged  in  ^itliog  and  adjusting  dd  accounts; 
aiKl  secondly,  that  wbich  is  employed  in  present*  objects. 
Tlie  fiE9t  !$  rendered  necessary  by  tl)e  confasions  wliicb 
arose  before  regular  systems  were  establish^;  but  it  is  of 
a  temporary  nature,  and  can  never  again  take  place,  unless 
our  aflfaira  are  suffered  to  relapse  into  that  irregularity  from 
which  they  are  beginning  to  emerge.  The  second,  I  be- 
lieve, consists  of  as  few  as  were  ever  appointed,  to  perform 
the  business  of  a  nation/*  For  what  relates  to  the  expense 
of  Wli,  I  must  observe,  that  those  wlio  labor  for.  the  pub^ 
lie  are  at  least  to  be  subsisted ;  and  4ibe  proof  that  their 
salaries  do  not  amount  to  more  than  a  decent  stibsistecce, 
is  the  diffioulty  with  which  men  qufflified  to  fill  the  several 
offices  can  be  prevailed  on  to  accept  them.  Shoi-tlv'  after 
my  appotnlment,  a  special  order  was  passed  to  defray  the 
fSKpeoses  of  the  tsivil  list ;  but  sisould  Congress  think  pro- 
per to  repeal  that  order,  I  will  suspend  the  {^ayinent,  and 
apply  the  moueV  to  take  up  my  notes.  But  wbetlier  the 
gentlecnenof  the  eivil  list  will  oeotinue  their  services  after 
ihey  know  that  their  salaries  are  to  be  withheld,  is  a  ques- 
tion which  I  shall  not  agitate. 
1  bsve  the  honor  U»  be,  &c. 

fiOBERT  MORRIS. 


eiKjSVLAJti  'Vo  THIS  aovjsaNoas  or  the  states. 

Offiee  ofllntoce,  July  S9Ui,  1788. 
Sir,  '     - 

Having  aleeady  tr^nsmiUed  the  public  aocouiUs  frpin 

the  coiiMnenooineort  of.my.  administration  to  the  first 

day  at  ibis  month*  I  ahaU  not  iEoiUiLe  your  fixeelUmey 
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with  a  repetition'  of  them.  But  I  must  pttiy  your  in- 
dulgenco  while  I  make  a  few  observations.  Perhaps 
this  letfer  tray  contain  too  mueh  of  egotism,  but  yoer 
canJlor  will  excuse  tne  when  the  motive  is  known.  If 
I  have  rendered  any  services  to  the  United  States, 
they  have  been  derived  frotn  the  generous  confidence 
of  my  countrymen.  This  confidence  must  not  be 
abused,  and  if  it  be  lost  my  utility  is  at  an  end. 

The  accounts  will  show  to  any  informed  and  re- 
flecting mind,  that  the  public  nOoneys  were  economi- 
cally applied ,  and  if  fartiier  proof  were  necessary  I 
could  appeal  to  the  honorable  Delegates  in  Congress, 
who  have  every  opportunity  of  investigation.  I  might 
also  appeal  to  the  clamors  against  me  for  opposing 
claims  I  could  not  properly  comply  with.  Long  have 
I  been  the  object  of  enmities  derived  from  that  origin. 
I  have,  therefore,  the  right  to  consider  such  clamors 
and  such  enmities  as  the  confession  and  the  evidence 
of  my  care  and  attention. 

But,  Sir,  from  the  same  accounts  it  will  appear,  that 
on  the  30th  day  of  June  last  tny  payments  had  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  of  my  receipts  by  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars.  How,  indeed,  could  it  be  other- 
wise, when  all  the  taxes  brought  Into  the  treasury 
since  1781  did  not  amount  to  s^ven  hutidred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars?  I  have  been  itnpelled  to  this  heavy 
anticipation  by  an  earnest  desire  to  relieve  our  army, 
by  the  Creneral's  warm  representations  on  the  subject, 
and  above  all,  by  the  directions  of  Congress  and  their 
.assurance  of  support.  The  enclosed  letter  to  them 
will  show  my  .desire  to  reduce  our  expanses.  But 
while  I  urge  the  reduction  of  expense  it  is  equally  my 
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duly;  to  urge  an  mcreftie  of  revenue.  If  I  have-  been 
a  iiaiitb&l  steward  of  what  wa^  intrusted  to:  me,  if  more 
beeaaie  necessary  than  I  ever  received,  and  if  ^irged 
by  that  necessity  I  have  anticipated  the*  receipts, 
surely  I  am  in  the  strictest  line  of  propriety  when  I 
loudly  call  for  relief.  Every  one  must  know,  that  the 
paper  I  have  circulated  will  lose  its  value,  unless 
punctually  rede^pied.  The  sieveral  receivers  are  In- 
deed-instructed to  exchange  it  ^  but  what  con  that 
io^tructiofi  avail,  if  specie  be  not  placed  in  their  hands 
for  Ihe  purpose  ?  And  how  can  that  be  effected  but 
by  a  vigorous  collection  of  taxes  ?  - 

I  know  that  my  ^solicitude  on  this  subject  will  be 
charged  to  improper  motives.  When  I  urge  a  reduc* 
tioii  of  expense  it  will  be  said,  that  I  wish  to  impair 
the '  strength  and  lessen  the  respectabiKty  of  our 
country.  Far  other  wishes  swell  my  bosom.  But  I 
have  been  driven  into  a  conviction,  that  the  necessity 
of  strength,  and  the  advantage  of  reputation,  are  not 
yet  sufficiently  felt  and  understood  by  all  *the  members 
of  our  federal  Union. 

.My  present  call  for  taxes  has  also  been  anticipated 
b}^  a  sI|inderom»  report,  that  I  have  speculated  on  this 
very  paper  which  I  urge  the  redemption  of.  Most 
solemnly  I  declare,  that  I  have  never  been  concerned, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  such  speculation.  If 
there  be  a  man  in  the  world  who .  knows  any  instance 
to  disprove  v^hat  I  say,  let  him  step  forth  with  the 
accusation.  No,  Sir,'  the  object  is  in  nowise  a  per- 
sonal ope  to  me ;  I  only  advocate  the  interest  and  rep- 
utation of  America.  If,  with  a  view  to  injure  me,  the 
attempt  is  made  to  violate  my  engagements,  the  malice 
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will  be  defeated ;  bat  afc  jJie  sunie  time  let  it  be  re- 
memLeredy  that- the  country,  tvbich  will  not  oupport 
bilhrul  servants}  can  never  be  faitbiMll7>8erv«d.  Gotlt 
ami  desperation  will  ever  pant  for  seooe»  of  iamuit 
and  disorder^  oiB^pe  will  ever  excite  envy,  and  malev- 
olence cleHght  in  slanderous  tales.  Is  k  then  to  be 
wondered  at  if  my  foes  are  numerous?  Believe  me. 
Sir,  if  their  attempts  had  only  affected  me  and  minei 
they  should  have  been  reeeived  in  the  same  silence, 
which  has  buried  many  other  wrongs.  Birt  on  the 
present  occasion,  it  beeomes  my  duty  to  delineate 
their  baneful  influence* 

Pains  are  taken  to  cover  with  infamy  all  those*  who 
diaeount  the  public  paper.  •  The  natural  effect  of  Ihis 
measure  is  to  prevent  those  men  from  meddling  with 
it,  who,  from  a  regard  to  their <»wn  reputation,  would 
do  the  business  on*  moderate  terms.  Hence  it  follows, 
(hat  the  holders  eannot  obtain  so  much  for  their  paper 
as  they  otherwise  might.  Hence  again  an  additional 
clamor  and  of  course  an  additional  loss  to  the  pos^ 
sessors.  On  the  basis  of  the  depreciation  is  foimdftd 
an  argument  to  prevent  the  redemption.  By  these 
means  the  public  credit  is  totally  ruined,  and  the  ^gov- 
ernment becomes  chargeable  with  flagrant  injustice. 
No  futore  anticipatfops  can  be  made  to  supply  the 
most  urgent  wan  to;  and  in  the  whole  proceeding, 
ibey  are  made  the  victims,  who  confided  in  the  feitk 
of  government;  The  attempt,  therefore,  by  this  slan- 
der io  injure  me  is  an  injury  to  those,  who  bave^  re- 
ceived my  paper ;  and  in  every  instanc&e  where  they 
have  joined  in  propagating  the  report,  they  have 
joined  their  enemies  to  plnnder  themselves. 
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'  ^Let  me  no  longer  intrude  on  your  Exrellrncy's 
ptitience,  th^rn  to  declare  my  conviction,  that  the  States 
might  easily  fulfil  far  more  extensive  engagements 
than  those  which  I  have  made  on  their  account.  Not- 
ivithstanding  every  insinuation  I  will  continue  my 
efforts  for  the  purpose,  and  though  base  minds  should 
reiterate  their  charges,  I  will  persist  in  my  duty  and 
defy  their  malice. 

With  perfect  respeot,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


REPORT    TO    CONGRESS    BESPECTINO    TRANSFERABLE  CER- 

TIFICATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  Slst,  1783. 

The  debts  which  have  been  found  due  to  persons  by 
settlements  at  the  Treasury  0£Sce,  have  not  been  evi- 
denced by  transferable  certificates  for  the  following 
reasons. 

1st.  All  such  certificates  have  by  experience  been 
found  to  be  only  another  kind  of  paper  money,  con- 
tinually depreciating  both  by  increase  of  quantity  and 
defect  of  funds. 

2dly.  The  consequence  thereof  is,  that  the  same  is 
daily  brought  into  fewer  hands  and  for  less  value,  by 
which  one  of  two  things  must  happen,  either  that 
those  few  become  very  rich  by  their  speculations,  or, 
that  being  defrauded  they  become  clamorous  against 
the  government. 

Sdly.  If  tlie  certificates  are  transferable  in  the  man* 
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oer  proposed  by  the  motion,  they  are  evidenee  of  the 
debt  as  due  to  the  bearer,  and  therefore  whether  ob- 
tained by  accident^  force,  or  fraud,  rest  him  with  t 
right,  to  the  ]Nreju,dioe  of  the  injured  or  .unibrtoiiate 
party. 

4thly .  Being,  therefore,  a  precarious  property,  they 
become  less  valuable  from  that  circumstance* 

5thly.  When  the  original  proprietors  become  di« 
vested  of  them,  some  of  the  reasons  in  &vor  of  reve- 
nues, to  redeem  them  lose  their  force,  and  the  advo- 
cates  for  just  measures  being  lessened,  the  probability 
of  carrying  them  through  is  decreased. 

6thly.  While  the  evidence. of  such  debts  is  in  the 
treasury  books  and  the  stock  transferable  there,  the 
public  debt  becomes  a  property,  the  object  of  purchase, 
instead  of  being  as  in  the  other  case  the  means  of 
making  purchases  as  money. 

But  if  there  be  powerful  reasons .  in  faror  of  the 
motion,  which  have  escaped  the  Superinteodeot  of 
Finaoee,  he  shall  very  readily  comply  with  such  order 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may  seem  meet. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONaRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  Angtwt  let,  178S. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  an  account  of  psy- 

iBents,  made  by  the  States  to  the  receivers,  until  the  Ist 

day  of  July  last,  and  with  it  I  take  the  liberty  also  to  eo- 

olose  a  note,  containing  nearly  the  proportions,  in  which 
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the  States  hdve  paid  their  quotas  of  the  requisitions  for 
1782.*      .  ' 

I  take  the  liberty  further  to  mention,  that  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  has  (by  means  of  tbe  supplies  to  the  troops 
serving  there)  paid  the  full  amount  of  her  quota  for  1782, 
as  I  am  informed  by  the  Receiver,  whose  accounts  and 
vouchers  (though  momently  expected)  are  not  yet  come 
forward.  The  State  of  Georgia  has  I  believe  contributed 
something  in  the  same  way,  but  if  not,  the  great  ravages 
which  she  basendured  will  account  for  the  defect,  without 
supposing  any  defect  of  inclination.  As  for  the  other 
States,  I  pray  leave  to  avoid  any  comments  on  the  baU 
ances  of  their  accounts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ssc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


*  Tbe  proportions  axe  M  Ibllowfl. 

South  CftroliAfi 

H 

Rhode  Island  nearly 

1-4 

Pennsylvania  above 

1-5 

Connecticut  and  ) 

1-7 

Mafleachusetts,  about 

1-8 

Virginia  about 

1-18 

New  York  and  >       ,     ,     . 

1-90 

Nisw  HamiMihire,  about 

I'lSI 

North  Carolina,  \ 

Delaware  and     >  nothing  at  all. 

Georgia,  J 
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TO   IIE8SKS    WILLINK  &   CO. 

Office  of  Fi&onee,  Angtist  6th,  1783. 

GeDilemeDy 

I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of  the  12cb  ef 
April  last,  which  came  to  hand  two  days  ago.  From  the 
letters  I  bad  already  written,  and  which  [  presume  you 
will  have  received  before  this,  you  will  easily  see  how; 
much  pleasure  I  derive  from  the  prospect  that  your  loan 
may  speedily  fill.  Be  assured,  Gentlemen,  that  your  en- 
deavors on  this  occasion  shall  not  be  forgotten ;  and  rely 
on  it  that  you  cannot  render  more  acceptable  service  to 
the  United  States. 

My  former  letters  contained  the  disposition  of  your 
funds  so  far  as  to  satisfy  any  demands  which  Mr  Grand 
might  have.  These  I  suppose  have  been  complied  with, 
and  I  expect,  that  not  only  the  sums  which  Mr  Grand 
could  possibly  want  must  have  come  to  your  hands  before 
this  letter  can  arrive,  but  that  you  will  still  have  a  consid- 
erable balance. 

Under  these  circum9tances,  the  'exchange  On  your  city 
being  now  high,  and  the  disbandment  of  our  army  having 
increased  my  need  of  money  to  make  them  a  considerable 
payment,  I  have  concluded  to  drdw  on  you  to  the  amount 
of  two  hundred  thousand  fibrins,^ as  occasion  may  offer; 
and  if  exchange  should  not  fall,  nor.  any  advices  arrive  to 
prevent  the  nfeasure,  I  may  perhaps  extend  my  drafts  on 
you  to  five  hundred  thousand  .florins.  But  as  it  might 
happen,  notwithstanding  my  opinions,  that  you  should  not 
be  considerably  in  cash  beyond  Mr  Grand's  demands,  I 
have  determined  on  these  two  points ;  first,  that  I  will  not 
precipitate  my  sales  here,  but  only  dispose  of  bills  as  occa- 
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810B  mey  require ;  and  secondly,  that  I  will  draw  at  ninety 
days'  sight,  because  the  demand  for  bills  is  such,  that  a 
difference  in  the  sight  will  make  none  in  the '  price.  By 
these  means  it  will  happen.  Gentlemen,  that  even  if  you 
are  not  in  cash  when  the  bills  arrive,  you  can  have,  no  dif- 
ficulty as  to  the  acceptance,  because  the  natural  progress 
of  the  loan  must  put  you  in  possession  of  moneys  before 
they  can  fall  due.  And  this  is  the  more  to  be  -expected, 
as  some  of  the  tbbacco  will  doubtless  have  arrived,  which 
cannot  but  give  a  weight  and  solidity  to  your  negotiations. 
If  however  these  things  should  not  so  happen,  you  will,  I 
expect,  pay  the  bills  at  any  rate,  and  for  any  *  excess 
beyond  your  immediate  funds  you  will  charge  an  interest 
to  the  United  States.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  should 
happen  according  to  my  expectatibns,  that  you  have  unap- 
propriated money  in  your  hands  when  the  bills  are  pre^ 
sented,  1  am  then  to  request  that  you  will  pay  them  at 
sight,  if  agreeable  to  the  partite,  deducting  .the  usual  dis- 
count for  prompt  payment,  which  you  will  be  so  kind  as 
to  credit  to  the  United  States. 

With  every  wish  for  your  sticcess  and  prosperity,  I  have 

the  honor  to  be,  &z;c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


OXOEG£    WASHUrOTON   TO   ROBSBT   M0BBI8. 

H.«IQ«r..»,Aug»t6th.l«3. 
•  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  the  communication,  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  make  tome  under  the  Ilthof  July.  It 
was  handed  to  me  on  my  return  last  evening  from  a  tour 

have  been  making  to  the  northward  and  westward,  as 
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far  as  Crown  Point  and  Fort  Schuyler,  to  view  the  posts 
and  country  in  that  part  of  the  United  States'  teriitory. 

The  anticipations  you  hare  been  obliged  to  make  are 
indeed  great,  and  your  circular  letter  to  the  States  on  the 
occasion  appears  to  me  sufficient,  if  anything  of  the  kind 
can  be  so,  to  arouse  their  attembn  to  the  necessity  of 
your  cireamstances.  I  most  sincerely  wish  it  may  have 
the  desired  efSsct. 

•  In  consequence  of  my  tour  to  the  northward,  the  Quar- 
ter Master  General,  will  have  my  orders  to  prepare  bat-» 
teaux  and  other  means  of  transponatran  to  the  upper  posts, 
of  the  cannon,  stores  and  provisions,  which  will  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  possessing  and  maintaining  them.  To 
effisct  this  money  will  be  necessary,  and  I  give  you  this 
information,  that  a  demand  will  probably  be  made  on  you 
for  the  purpose* 

The  State  of  New  York,  which  is  deeply  interested  io 
th^  security  of  thiese  poate,  albd  effecting  this  business,  may 
perhaps  be  prevailed  on  to  furnish  the  necessary  sums  to 
be  placed  to  general  accounts.  Thb  will  probably  exert 
itself  in  this  case  preferably  to  any  other.  I  give  you  this 
hint,  and  leave  its  improvement  to  you. 

Knowing  your  situation,  I  am  pained  when  necessity 
obliges  me  to  make  any  application  for  money.  But  this 
purpose  is  of  so  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  the 
Ucited  States,  and  of  so  urgent  necessity,  that  if  the  sums 
required  cannot  be  obtained  in  the  way  I  have  hinted,  I 
must  entreat  you  to  give  every  assistance  to  Cdonel  Pick- 
ering that  shall  be  necessary. 

I  am,  be. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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TO   GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

Offiee  of  Finance,  Auguit  ISth,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Es:cellency's  favor  of  the  6tb 
instant.  I  am  always  happy  to  hear  from  you,  although  I 
confess  that  every  n^w  demand  for  money  makes  me 
shudder.  Your  recommendations  will  always  meet  my 
utmost  attention,,  because  lam  persuaded  tlmt  you.  have 
e<)uaUy  with  me  the  desire  to  husband  and  enlarge  our 
resources.  Your  perfect  knowledge  of  our  political  and 
military  situation  must  decide  on  the  measures  to  be  pur- 
sued, and  I  am  persuaded,  that  your  advice  to  Congress 
on  these  subjects  will  be  equally  directed  to  the  safety,  the 
honor,  and  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

With  very  sincere  esteem,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PAT    MASTER    GENERAL. 

Office  of  Finance,  August  12th,  1763. 

Sir, 
I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  6th 
instant,  containing  two  questions.  To  the  first  of  these  I 
answer,  that  my  anticipatbns  amount  to  a  very  large  sum, 
that  it  will  employ  all  my  resources  to  honor  engagements 
already  taken ;  that  of  consequence  I  cannot  see  my  way 
clear  to  form  new  ones,  and  that  if  I  did,  the  groundless 
and  injurious  clamors,  which  have  been  raised  on  this  sub- 
ject, would  prevent  me.  It  becomes  impossible  \o  serve  a 
people  who  convert  everything  into  a  ground  for  calumny. 
The  existence  of  the  republic,  since  the  conclusion  of  a 
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peace,  no  longer  depends  upon  extraordinary  sacrifices 
and  exertions.  My  desire  to  relieve  the  army  has  been 
greatly  cooled,  from  the  information,  that  many  ^of  them  , 
have  joined  in  the  reproaches  I  have  incurred  foi^  their  ben- 
efit. And  the  necessity  I  feel  of  quitting  (at  the  earfiest 
possible  moment)  an  office  of  incessant  labor  and  anxiety, 
whose  only  reward  is  obloquy,  will  not  permit  me  even  to 
think  of  any  farther  anticipations. 

The  second  question  in  your  letter  is  foreign  to  my  de- 
partment ;  a  question,  which  you  have  as  many  materials 
to  judge  upon  as  I  have,  and  which  yoti  are  particularly 
authorised  to  decide.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    ELBRIDGE    OERRY. 

Office  of  Finance,  Aagnst  26th,  1783. 
Sir, 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  \  shall  n6t  only  give 
the  information  which  appears  to  have  been  the  object  of 
Mr  Clarke's  letter,  but  recapitulate  also  the  observations 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  on  what  you  mentioned  ns 
the  object  of  the  committee.  And  first,  for  the  information 
desired,  I  can  answer  only  in  general  terms,  that  I  believe 
the  various  engagements  entered  into  previous  to  the  end 
of  1781,  were  under  the  faith  of  requisitions  then  existing. 
Since  that  period,  I  know  of  only  two  requisitions  for  cur- 
rent service,  both  of  them  founded  on  estimates.  The  first 
was  of  eight  millions  for  the  service  of  1782,  and  the 
second  was  of  two  millions,  for  part  of  the  service  of  1783, 
All  the  engagements  of  my  administration  are  on  the  faith 
of  these  latter  requisitions. 
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« 

The  first  object  ysiu  mentioned  was  to  alter  the  mode  of 
settling  account5»so  far  as  the  requisitions  previous  to  1781 
are  concerned,  sand  only  to  calculate  the  actual  payments, 
or  advances  by  the  States,  with  the  interest,  so  that  the 
whole,  being  formed  into  one  sum,  may  be  afterwards  ap- 
}>ortioned  among  the  Stat^.     To  wUcb  plan,  among  other 
objections,  I  took  the  liberty  to  jst^te  th^  following.     First, 
there  is  no  evident  necessity  for  taking  this  step,  and  there- 
fore it  will  be  prudent  to- omit  it;    because  in  such  cases 
government  risk  every  unforeseen  danger  that  may  result, 
and  always  render  their  dFairs  more  complicated.     Sec- 
ondly, the  measure  may  be  misunderstood,  and  occasion 
clamors,  which  will  indispose  some  to  adopt  the  other  meas- 
ures recommerrded  by  Congress;    which  objection  though 
it  ought  not  to  weigh  in  competition  with  .what  is  evidently 
pr-sper  and  jighty  must  neyertlieless  be  attended  to  in  things 
of  more  doubtful  complexion.     Thirdly,  there  would  arise 
from  it  a  degree  of  irregularity;  for  the  particular  accovnts 
being- now  all  opened  in  the  treasury  books,  by  the  authority 
of  the  late  Baard  of  the  Treasury,  it  appears  most  natural 
to  continue  them  in  their  present  form,  until  th&  finafl  settle- 
ments.    Fourthly,  all  the  information  necessary  to  enable 
Congress  to  decide  on  tbe  accounts  when  settled  will  then 
be  in  their  power;,  for  the  accounts  will  contain,  on  one 
side,  the  conipliances  of  the  States  with  the  requisitions,* 
together  with  alUnher  advances  which  thqy  liave  made  for 
the  public  service,  and  on  the  other  side  will  be  the  amount 
of  the  various  inquisitions.     Whenever  therefore  Congress 
op  such  full  view  of.the  subject,  shall  think  proper  to  remit 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  requisitions,  entries  will  be 
made  in  the  treasury  books  accordingly.     Fifthly,  it  would 
be  rather   premature  to  make  the  deciskui  proposed  be- 
VOL.  xn.  61 


40^  ♦      itofiM*  MdRkiiJi. 

fore  (by  a  settlement  of  accounts)  all  the  proper  materials 
are  brought  intd  view ;  and  until  the  States  have  lidopted 
the  proposed  measures  for  funding  the  public  debts.  Be- 
ckuse,  sixthly,  it  is  conceived  that  the  various  requisitions 
were  adequate  to  the  necessary  service  ;  and  that  although 
it  may  perhaps  be  wise  eventually^  to  convert  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  war  into  the  form  of  a  debt,  in  order 
thereby  to  prevent  the  disputes  which  might  arise  on  the 
appbrtionnients,  still  it  most  be  remembered,  that  this  step 
cannot  be  taken  until  funds  are  obtaihed.  Until  that  pe" 
riod,  therefore,  it  is  perhaps  as  well  to  leave  the  requisi- 
tions ;  if  it  be  only  to  show  the  States  why  they  at^  called 
on  for  revenues  now,  viz.  because  they  woXild  not  or  could 
not  furnish  supplies  before.  Bdt,  lastly,  it  might  prove 
dangerous  undei''  present  circumsfancies  to  take  any  step 
V  whatever  with  these  requisitions.  Only  partitil  compli- 
ances fa&ve  been  made.  Some  States  therefore  adhere  to 
sonrte  requisitions,  and  some  to  others,  according  to  the 
real  or  supposed  situation  of  iheir  accounts.  To  go  no 
farther-,  it  would  hardly  be  prudent  to  hazard  a  dispute 
witb  Massachusetts,  by  relinquishing  the  i-equisiiions  of 
March,  178G,  or  with  some  other  States  by  a  useless  at- 
tempt to  enforce  them. 

The  other  object.  Sir,  which  you  appeared  to  have  in 
view,  is  to  relinquish  so  much  of  the  requisitions  since'1781, 
as  might  leave  only  the  sum  necessary  for  fulfilling  present 
engagements.  Now  although  th^  rei^olation,  which  seems 
to  haVe  been  in  contemplation, '  would  not  have  had  this 
effect,  because  llie  requisition  for  the 'service  of  1782  was 
made  on  estimates,  yet  I  shall  assign  a  few  objections  to  the 
plan.  Tlie  reason  urged  in  favor  of  it  is,  that  thie  demand 
was  so  much  beyond '  the  abiVities  of  the  States,  and  the 
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nepessilli^^  of  tbe  servi^e^  tl^jt  it  n,iu3t  e^it^  a  despair  of 
compliance,  and  a  diffideuee  iu  the  prud^niue  pf  thpae  by 
whom  it  was  parfe.  Ta  which  .ilt  may  well  be  replieid, 
tM  the  abilhys  of  the.  Stfites  is  not  so  hastily  to  b^  decid(?il 
op,  becausQ  it  has  never  been  pMt  to  the  pro9f  by  prudent 
and  vigorpas  taxation,  .because ,  other  countries  ppjt  so 
« wealthy  be^r  much  heavier  ta^es  without  iirponfeni^qce, 
and  b^cfiq^Q  these  very  Sta^tes  have  ,borne  it,  though  pnder 
another  qame;  for  the  depreciation, of  the  paper  money, 
whiqb  wipe<^  away  not  less  than  twelve  millions  s^nnually, 
was  in  effect  a  tax  tp  that  amount. 

vBut  further,  ev.en  admitting  the  suppose^d  inability,  still 
the  requisition,  if  not  excessive  as  to  its  object,,  o^gbt  of 
>  necessity  tp  have  been  made.  Because  the  States  could 
by  no  other  mode  .of  reasoning  be  convince^  of  the  neces- 
,  sity  of  establishing  that  credit,  which  can  alone  prevent 
sucb*  great  efforts.  And  because  if  such  req^isitiops  had 
not  b^en  made,  some  branch  of  service  must  hpe  be^p  left 
unprovided  for  by  Congress,  op  the  ypry  f^ce  of  their  own 
measures,  which  would  have  been  a  palpable- absurdity* 

And  this  leacis  to  tbe  seconjd  poipt,  viz#  that  the  de* 
mand  was  beypnd  th^  aecessjties  of  the  service.  Before 
tl;iis  position  is  assumed  it  must  be  considered,  not  only 
what  expense  was  actually  p?^id,  but  also  what  was  proba- 
ble when  tl]ie  demand  was  m^de,  and  what  of  the  expend 
incurred  still  remaii^s  due.  And  first,  as  to  what  was  paid ; 
we  shall  find  fhat  tbe  military  collections  in  the  Soutberp 
States,  wem  to  a  considerable  sum,  which  is  not  yet  brought 
into  the  public  acQQU{];ts,  as  there  was  no  money  to  defray 
it,  owing  to  tt^e  noncoa;ipliance  .of  the  States.  Secondly, 
ihe  probable  expepse  was  far  beyond  tbe  actual,  because 
of  the  misfortunes  of  our  allies,  which  rendered  it  neces* 
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sary  to  lay  aside  the  proposed  ofFensivo  measures,  and 
which  coutd  not,  if  not  laid  aside,  have  been  carried  into 
effect,  by  reason  of  the  lamentable  deficiencies  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue.  And  thirdly,  a  veiy  considerable  part  of  the 
expense  of  1782^  is  necessarily  paid  in  1783,  and  a  far 
more  considerable  part  remains  unpaid.  For  instance, 
almost  the  whote  amount  of  the  pay  of  the  army ;  an  army 
by  no  means  so  nimnerous  as  that  which  tiie  General  h^d 
called  for,  and  Congress  resolved  on.  '  And  it  would  have 
been  indeed  very  strange,  if  Congress  had  asked  only  five 
millions  from  the  States,  including  therein  every  other  arti- 
cle, but  the  pay  of  the  army  on  whose  exertions  every- 
thing depended. 

Having  said  tlius  much  on  what  has  been  assumed  with 
respect  to  these  estimates,  and  which  I  can  defend  the 
more  hardily,  as  by  accident  ihey  did  not  pass  through 
ray  office,  I  proceed  now  to  state  the  objections  against 
remitting  them.  And  first,  let  it  always  be  kept  in  view, 
that  the  States  not  having  granted  the  funds  necessary  for 
securing  to  our  army  the  interest  of  their  dues,  that  army 
has  a  just  right  to  insist  that  the  requisition  for  the  principal 
be  not  relinquished,  ui^til  such  grants  1)e  made.  Secondly, 
it  ndust  be  remembered,  that  Congress  have  not  yet  any 
standard  for  making  a  final  apportionment,  and  therefore  it 
must  be  very  useless  now,  to  touch  requisitions  which  must 
speefdtly  be  retouched  again.  Thirdly,  the  States  which 
have  complied  more  fully  than  others,  would  undoubtedly, 
in  such  case,  relax  from,  and  perhaps  totally  withhold  their 
effbrts;  from  the  conviction  that  deficient  States  would 
always  be^able  to  obtain  from  Congress  a  vote  favorable  to 
themselves,  and  consequently  unfavorable  to  others ;  which 
idea,  grounded  too  much  on  past  experience,  is  one  great 
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cause  of  that  inattention  which  led  us  to  the  brink  of  ruin. 
Fourthly,  this  mischief  would  not  only*  arise  among  the 
States,  but  it  would  exist  aiso  amidst  and  within  them,  for 
a  relaxation  of  the  whole  quota  would  n&turaliy  render  new 
interior-  apportiomnenis  necessary.  Not  to  meotion.Jhe 
delays  and .  disputes  thereby  occasioned,  the  remainder  bf 
what'  would  then  be  to  pay  would  be  thrown  of  course 
upon  remote  counties,  where  the  powers  of  governnient  are 
weak,  the  collections  fongqid,  and  (he  revenue  in  every 
respect  feeble  and  unproductive.  Great  deficiencies  would 
arise  from  these  causes,  both  in  the  periods  and  the  amount 
of  payments,'  and  either  would  be  sufficient  to  cause  An- 
other national  bsinkruptcy.  But,  fifthly,  there  can  be  no 
reason  for  the  measure  proposed ;  because  it  is  much  more 
simple  to  leave  the  present  demands  for  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars upon  their  present  footing,  until'  the  apportionment  of 
that  whole  sum  can  be  mzde  finally  to  pay  (from  whatever 
is  brought  in)  the  amount  of  all  existing  engagements,  to 
go  on  (should  collections  be  sufficient)  and  pay  off  a 
part  of  our  debts,  and  finally  to  otake  no  new  requisitions, 
until  these  be  completely  complied  with.  By  that  period 
Congress  will  be  able  to  decide  with  accuracy  on  the  sums 
necessary  for  annual  service;  they  will  be  able  to  appor- 
tion their  demands  accordingly,  and,  what  rs  of  infinite 
importance,  they  will  have  set  an  example  of  persisting 
reguldrly  in  a  measure,  until  a  full  and  final  compliance. 
I  am.  Sir,  respectfully,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


406  BQBJAWV  MQRR19. 

GEOJiGG^  WASHINGTON   TO  li03G9T  HQIMilS* 

Rocky  Hill,  August  30th,  1783. 

Sir, 
1  take  the  earlieat  opportuiiit j  of  inibriniog  you,  thai 
Bavon  Steuben  has  returoed  from  Canada,  witbout  behig 
able  to  accornpiisb  any  part  o{  the  businesalie  bad  in  chaf  ge. 
in  consequence  of  which,  and  of  the  late  season  of  tbe 
year,  I  have  judged  it  impossible  to  take  possession  of  tbe 
western  posts  this  fall,  and.  hi^ve '  order<3d  a  stop  to  be  put 
to  the  movement  of  troops  and  stores,  and  to  the  prepara- 
tions which  were  makuig  for  that  purpose  ;  of  which  I  have 
given  notice  to  the  Quarter  Master  General,  and  to  the 
contractors,  and  have  taken  every  other  precaution  ia  my 
power  to  prevent  tbe  accumulation  of  unnecessary  ex- 
penses. 

I  am,  kc.  GEORGE  WA^HINGTOJV. 


TO  dSOtUGE    WASSINaTON. 

'  Office  of  Finance,  Septeml>er  2d,  1783. 

Sir, 

1  received  your  Excelienoy'a  favor  of  the  2bth  and  30th 

of  last  month.     The  latter  was  by  far  tbe. more  agreeable, 

for  I  confess  to  you,  Sir,  that  I  beheld  the  attempt  to  gar- 

risoo  the  western  po^ts  witb^  pain,  and  went  into  so  much 

of  it  as  eoncerbs  my  departmeut  with  infinite  reluctance. 

I  persuade  myself  that  the  only  e&ctual  means  of  getting 

a  good  Aiberican  establishment  of  any  kind  is,  to  be  so 

long  without  it  that  a  sense  of  the  want'  shall  stimulate  the 

States  into  the  means  of  forming  it.     At  present  all  we  can 

do  is,  to  close  the  past  scene,  if  possible,  with  reputadon. 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  &;c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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qiBCULAR  TO   THE    COMMISSIONERS    OF    ACCOUNT^. 

'  Office  of  Finance,  Beptetober  4th,  1783. 
Sir, 

As  the  C0minissioner8,  both  on  tbe  Accounts  of  the  De- 
partments  and  on  those  of  tbe  States,  are  no.w  almost  all 
appoif^ed>  and  in  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices, 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  adding  a  little  to  their  important 
employment.  And  this  I  do  with  a  view  to  the  future 
service  of  tbe  Union,  under  whatever  hands  the  adminis? 
tration  may  fall. 

In  the  course  of  tbe  business  committed  to  your  capci 
you  will  have  occasion  to  travel  into  different  places,  and 
therefore  ypu  will  have  an  opportunity  to  renddr  an  accu- 
rate account  of  many  particulars,  which  it  is  important  to 
know.  .  A  well  regulated  system  of  finance  requires,  that 
money  be  raised  with  ease  to  the  people^  and  expended 
with  economy  to  the  public.  An  intimate  acquaintance 
with  ibe  state  and  the  resources  of  a  cotintry,  is^  alike  es- 
sential to  both  of  these,  objects. 

The  state  of  the  country  is  either  geographical^  moral, 
pcUiicalf  or  commercial.  The  geographical  state  compre- 
hends^ 

1st.  The  general  extent,  divisions,  and  subdivisions. 

2dly»  The  mountains,  rivers  and  roads,  with  their  re- 
9pective  coursed  and  distances. . 

3dly.  The  kind  and  quality  of  the  soil ;  and 

4thly»  The  natural  advantages  or  disadvantages  for  hus- 
bandry, manufactures,  or  commerce^  including  therein, 
mines,  nniierals^  quarries,  salines^  and  tbe  like. . 

The  moral  state  of  the  cotmtry  comprehends^ 

1st.  The  population,  whether  numerous  or  not)  and 
whether  by  natives  or  emigrants. 
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2dly.  The  manners ;  which  include  the  mode  of  life  and 
occupation  of  the  people,  from  those  who  live  by  hunting 
or  grazing,  to  the  hosbaodoian,  and  so  on  to  the  most  per- 
fect mechanics. 

3dly.  The  husbandry  ^  by  which  is  meant  the  particular' 
k.nds  which -may  be  practised,  and  the  degree  of  improve* 
ment  in  eacli.  The  various  climates  and  productions  of 
the  States,  as  well  as  their  different  periods  of  settlement 
and  relative  population,  have  rendered  this  liVticle  ex- 
tfemely  various. 

4thly.  The  arts;  by  which  is  not  so  much  intended  the 
fine,  as  the  useful  arts.  It  may,  however,  be  not  amiss  to 
mention  any  peculiar  or  remarkable  excellence  in  the 
fornnier.  The  useful,  or  mechanic  arts,  being  in  some 
places  considerably  advanced,  and  in  others  hardly  estab- 
lished, jand  the  wealth  of  the  country  depending  much 
iipon  th'em,  it  will  be  well  to  know  the  subject  intimately. 

5thly.  The  buildings ;  these  may  be  either  'public  or 
private.  The  former  may  be  noticed,  but  of  the  latter  an 
accurate  information  will  be  necessary,  seeing  ihat  in  gene- 
ral mpch  information  as  to  the  abilities  of  a  people  may  be 
derived  from  a  knowledge  of  the  houses  they  have  buih ; 
whether  these  be  of  logs,  for  shelter  of  the  new  and  indi- 
gent cultivator ;  or-of  ston'e,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
established  and  wealthy  husbandman.  So  also,  whether 
the  windows  be  glazed  or  iiot,  the  state  of  the  several  out- 
houses, &c.'    And, 

6ihly.  The  improvements ;  which  will  comprehend,  of 
land,  from  the  first  clearing  of  a  forest,  to  the  watering  and 
dyking  of  meadows  and  swamps ;  and  of  buildings;  from  a 
common  saw  mill,  to  all  the  various  furnaces,  forges,  mills, 
and  machines,  which  may  be  met  with  in  the  progress  of 
your  inquiries. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORK&SPONDENCJS.  409 

The  political  state  of  the  country  comprehends, 

1st.  The  constitution  of  government ;  ^  which  is  not 
merely  the  paper  form,  bgt  the  practice  under  it ;  and 
that  will  depend  much  upon  the  tendency  of  the  people 
towards  aristocratical  or  democraticai  dispositions.  The 
former  may  be  expected,  where  large  tracts  of  .territory 
are  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  and  the  latter  where  a  consid- 
erable equality  of  fortunes  is  found  in  cities.  But  neither 
of  these  circumstances,  though  forcible,  is  conclusive,  and 
therefore  It  is,  that  the  knowledge  collected  on  the  spot  by 
conversation  and  observation,  becomes  useful. 

2dly.  The  magistracy  ;  by  which  is.  meant  not  only  the 
mode  of  appointment,  the  names,  the  powers,  and  the  ju- 
risdictions, but  what  is  far  more  important,  the  authority, 
which  materially  depending  upon  the  respect  paid  to  the 
magistracy,  must  be  much  influenced  by  the  personal  cha- 
racter of  the  magistrates ;  and  by  that  character  is  not  -so 
iT^uch  intended  the  reputation  of  a  few  individuals,  as  of 
the  whole  corps,  and  for  a  considerable  space  of  time. 

3dly.  The  interior  police ;  which  is  intimately  connected 
with,  and  mutually  acted  upon  by  the  former.  This  dif- 
fers widely  in  the  different  States,  and  is  the  more  neces- 
sary to  be  known,  as  various  branches  of  it  may  either  fa- 
cilitate or  oppose  the  public  measures. 

4tbly*  The  revenue ;  and  under  this  head  is  particularly 
to  be  noted  tbe  modes  of  laying,  levying,  and  collecting 
taxes,  the  time  and  tbe  expense  which  are  employed,  and 
the  delays  and  the  frauds  which  happen.  To.  these  will 
be  added,  the  amount  brought  into  the  treasury,  and,  as 
far  as  may  be,  the  quantum  appropriated  to  public  uses ; 
and,  .... 
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5tbly.  The  credit,  both  public  and  private ;  the  fonner 
of  which  has  a  close  connexion  with  the  revenue. 

The  commercial  state  of  the  country,  comprehends, 

1st.  The  produce;  under  which  term  is  included  not 
only  the  raw  material,  but  the  ruder  manufactures ;  such 
for  instance;  as  flour  from  wheat,  iron  from  ore,  and  the 
like. 

2dly.  The  roads  and  navigation  to  the  several  ports ;  on 
the  facility  wliereof  mOst  greatly  depend  the  prices  of 
things,  and  even  the  practicability  of  obtaining  th^em.   * 

3dly.  The  imports  and  exports,  with  tbp  places  to  and 
from  which  the  same  are  made ;  the  fomier  as  precisely 
as  possible,  and  the  latter  in  such  general  terms  as  may 
convey  a  tolerably  jtist  idea  of  the  principal  branches  and 
connexions  of  foreign  commerce. 

4thly.  The  value  of  lands ;  whicii  though  a  result  from 
various  heads  already  mentioned,  has  a  more  intimate  con- 
nexion with  commerce ;  and, 

5thly.  The  value  of  money  ;  by  which  is  not  so  much 
meant  the  corns,  as  the  rates  of  interest  actually  paid,  and 
tlie  facility  of  obtaining  money  on  interest. 

The  resources  of  a  State  are  twofold,  being  either  those 
which  exist  and  may  be  drawn  forth  and  applied  in  peace, 
for  the  various  purposes  which  may  then  occur  to*  melio- 
rate or  beautify  the  country,  such  as  the  opening  of  interior 
navigation,  mending  of  roads,  and  erecting  of  buildings; 
or  those  which  can  be  exerted  for  the  purposes  of  war, 
either  offensive  or  defensive.  The  resources  in  peace  will 
appear  from  due  reflection  on  the  information  already 
asked ;  as  will  indeed,  in  a  great  degree,  those  for  war, 
particularly  ofTensive  war.  But  still  ahere  remain  some 
particulars  worthy  of  notice  ;  such  418, 
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Isto  The  Dumher  or,men  which  ma}^  be  brought  into 
tbe  publio  service;  being  eitbep  ^eainen  or  soldiers ;  9Qd 
consequent!)'  the  nMinber  of  each  should  be  distip* 
guisbed. 

2dlyk  The  quantity  of  provisions  and  the  kinds. 

3dly«  The  forage  of  different  kinds ;  and, 

4tbly.  The  various  means  of  transporlatioUft  such  aa 
horses,  wagooa,boatS|  &c. 

Having  thiiS)  Sir,  pointed  out  the  principal  objects  on 

wbieb:  1  wsb  for  iaibrrnation,  I  must  now  request,  that  you 

will  endeavor  to  collect*  it  as  speedily  and  as  perfectly  as 

your  means  aod  opportunities  mny  permit,  and  that  you 

will  transmit  it  a/s  il^  as  it  is  obt^ned,.  but  always  in,  letters 

wbidi^  contain-  no /Other  matter,  and  arranged  regularly 

under  the.  sever^l-ttdes  which  biMre  been  mentioned ;  but 

as  it  h  impossible  to  foresee  the  various  matters:  which 

may  arise,  and  the  occunrenjces  whicb  will  impress  them-* 

selves  00  an  intelligent  and.  inquisitive  jpind,  you  will]  be 

pleased  under  the  head,  of  Miscellaneous  Observati^Sy  to 

transmit  any  such  things  as  you  nray  think  useful  or  im- 

portaot  to  be  kaowii. 

1  am,  Sir,.  &c* 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    JOHN   ADAMS. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  20th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  beeii  duly  honored   with  your  Excellency's 

favors  of  the  5th,   lOth,   and    11th  of  July.     I  have 

taken  the  liberty  to  make  some  extracts  from  the  two 

latter,  which  are  transmitted  in  a  letter  to   the  Gov^ 
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erDor  of  Massachusetts,  a  copy  whereof  is  enclosed. 
Permit  me,  Sir,  to  ^ive  my  feeble  approbation  and 
applause  for  those  sentiments  of  wisdom  and  integrity, 
which  are  as  happily  expressed  as  they  are  forcibly 
conceived.  The  necessity  of  strengthenhig  our  con- 
federation, providing  for  our  debts,  and  forming  some 
federal  constitution,  begins  to  be  most  seriously  felt. 
But  unfortunately  for  America,  -the  narrow  and  illib- 
eral prejudices  of  some  have  taken  such  deep  root, 
that  it  must  be  difficult  and  may  prove  impracticable 
to  remove  them. 

I  i^ree  with  you,  Sir,  in  opinion,  that  the  late  peace 
was  not,  all  circumstances  considered,  a  bad  one  for 
England.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  peace  equally  glorious 
to,  and  necessary  for,  America.  All  ranks  of  men  in 
this  country^  feel,  as  well  as  perceive,  tho  benefits  of 
it,  and  the  fault  finders  (for  such  men  there  always 
will  be)  are  borne  down  by  the  general  torrent  of 
applause. 

I  was  happy  to  learn  by  the  Washington  packet, 
that  you  intended  a  short  trip  to  Amsterdam  for  the 
purpose  of  urging  on  the  loan.  I  hope  you  may  have 
met  with  the  success  due  to  your  zeal  and  abilities ;  I 
shall  ask  no  greater. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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to   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance.  September  30th,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors  of 
the  7th  of  March  and  27th  of  July.  For  both  of  them, 
accept  my  th*anks.  You  express  an  apprehension  lest 
the  union  betweien  France  and  America  should  be 
diminished  bj7  accounts' from  your  side  of  the  water. 
This  apprehension  does  you'  equal  honor  as  a  states- 
man and  ks  a  man.  Every  principle,  which  ought  to 
actuate  the  councils  of  a  natfon,  requires  from  us  an 
affectionate  conduct  towards  France,  and  I  very  sin- 
cerely lament  those  misapprehensions,  which  have 
indisposed  -sOme  worthy  men  towards  that  nation, 
Whose  treasure  and  blood  have  been  so  freely  exp/ended 
for  us.  •  • 

I  believe  the  truth,  with  respect  to  some,  to  be  this. 
A  wafm  attachment  to  America  has  prevented  *  them 
from  making  due  allowances  in  ttiose  cases  where  their 
country  was  concerned.  Under  certain  prepossessions 
it  was  natural  for  them  to  think,  that  the  French  Min- 
istry might  do  more  for  us,  and  it  was  quite  as  natural 
for  the  Ministers  to  think,  that  we  ought  to  have  done 
more  for  ourselves.  The  moment  of  treaty  with  Eng- 
land was  of  course  the  moment  of  profession  with 
English  Ministers.  I  fear  that  the  impressions  made 
by  these  were  for  a  little  while  rather  more  deep  than 
was  quite  necessary.  But  the  same  love  of  America, 
which  had  raised  such  strong  irritability  where  her 
interests  Were  concerned,  will  of  course  stimulate  it  to 
an  equal  degree  when  those  interests  are  Assailed  irom 
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another  quarter.  I  think  I  may  ventgre  to'  assure 
youy  that  the  esteem  of  this  country  for  France  is  not 
diminished,  and  that  the  late  representations  have  not 
been  so  unfavorable  as  you  fear. 

Our  nommerce  is  flowing  very  fast  towards  Great 
Britain>  aad  thai  from  causes  whicii.  mjust  forever  io« 
fluence  the  con^mercial  p^t  of  scTciety.  Some  articles 
are  furnished  by  Britaia  cheapen,  many  aa  cheap,  and 
all  on  a  long)  credit.  Her  merchants,  are  attentive  aod 
punctual.  In  her  porta  our  vessels  meet  with  des- 
patch. I  say  nothing  of  lang^age  and  manners,  b^ 
cause  I  do  not  think  their  influence  so  strong  on  com^ 
merce  as  many  people  sHppose,  but  what  is  of  no  litde 
iniporlance  is,  that  the  English  having  focmed  oui: 
taste,  are  more  in  a  capacity  to  gratify  that  taste  by 
the  nature  and  fashion  of  their  manufactures.  There 
is  another  circumstance,  also,  which  must  not  be  for- 
gotten. The  great  demand  for  French  manu&ctures 
during  the  war  increased  the  price  of  many,  and  some 
time,  will  be  required  before  it  can,  by  a  fair  competi- 
tion, be  discovered,  which  of  the  two  countries, 
France  or  England,  can  supply  us  cheapest.  ^  The 
delays  in  the  public  bills  is  a  further  ciri^umstance 
which  .militates  (a  momentary  obstacle)  against  the 
trade  with  France. 

I  must,  therefore,  mention  to  you,  also,  a  matter 
which  is  of  great  effect.  Until  we  cai>  navigate  the 
Mediterranean  in  safety,  we  cannot  trade  ia  our  own 
bottoms  with  the  ports  of  France  <or  Spain,  which  are 
on  that  sea.  And  we  certainly  will  not  trade  there  in 
foreign  bottoms,  because  we  do  not  findth^  same  eon- 
vepiencea  and  advantage  in  so  .doing,  a^  in  our  own 
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Tessets ;  tmiefss^  indeed^  it  k^  on  lioard  pf  English 
ships.  ftiTS  may  be  ^ a  disagreeable  faot,  but  it  is  not 
the  less  k  fact. 

I  believe  that  informations  «re  transmitted  henise  to 
the  Court,  which  they  ought  not  to  rely  on.  Their 
servants  dotfbtless  do  their  duty  in  transmitting  suoh 
information,  but  I  am  porsuaded  tiiat  they  are  them- 
'Selves  not  well  informed »  Indeed  it  is  quite  natural, 
that  men' should 'mistake  when  they  examine  and  treat 
of  a  subject  with  which  they  are  unacquainted.  And 
it  cannot  well  be  supposed,  that  political  characters  «re 
competent  to  decide  on  the  advantages  and  .disadvan- 
tages of  allowing  to,  or  withholding  from  us,  a-  share 
in  the  carrying  trade.  On  this  subject  I  will  make  a 
further  observation,  and  you  may'  rely  on  it,  that  I 
speak  to  you  with  candor  and  sincerity, '  not  with  a 
view  to  makiVig  any  impressions  on  the  Court.  You 
may  communicate  or  withhold*  what  I  say^  and  they 
may  or  may  not,  apply  it  to  their  own  purposes.  If 
anything  will  totally  ruin  the  commerce  of  England 
with  this  country,  it  is  her  blind  attachment  to  her 
navigation  act.  -  This  act  which  never  was  the  real 
foundation  of  her  naval  superiority,  may  and  perhaps 
will  be  the  cause  of  its  destruction.  If  France  pos- 
sesses commercial  wisdom,  she  will  take  care  not  to 
imitate  the  conduct ;of  her  rival. 

The  West  Indra  Islands  can  be  sUppKed  twenty  per 
cent  cheaper  in  American  than  in  French  or  British 
'bottoms.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  the  reasons,  but 
you- may  rely  on  ?the  facft.  The  prrce  of  the  produce 
of  any  country  must  ^materially  depend  on  the  chetvp- 
ness  of  lubsisftence.     The  price  at  which  that  produce 
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cati  be  vended  abroad  most  depend  on  the  facility  of 
conveyance.  Now  admitting  for -a  moment  (which 
by  the  by  is  not  true)  that  France  might,  by  some- 
thing like  a  British  navigation  act^  increase  )her  ships 
and  her  seamen ;  these  things  would  neeessarily  fol- 
low. 1st.  Her  Islands  would  be  less  wealthy,  and 
therefore  less  able  to  consume  and  pay  for  her  manu- 
factures. 2dly.  The  produce  of  those  Jslands  would 
be  less  cheap,  and  therefore  less  able  to  sustain  the 
weight  of  duties,  and  support  a  competition  in  foreign 
markets.  3dly.  The  commerce  with  this  country 
would  be  greatly  lessened,  becs^use  that  every  Amer- 
ican ship,  which  finds  herself  in  a  French, .  English, 
or  other  port,  will  naturally  seek  a  freight  there,  rather 
than  go  elsewhere  to  look  for  it;  because  in  many 
commodities  the  difierence  of  price  in  different  parts 
will  not  compensate  the  time  and  cost  of  going  from 
place  to  place  to  loolf  after  them.  To  these  principal 
reasons  might  be  added  many  others  of  less  weight, 
though  not  of  little  influence,  such  as  the  probable  in- 
crease of  commercial  intercourse,  by  increasing  the 
connexions  and  acquaintances  of  individuals.     To  this 
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and  to  everything  else  which  can  be  said  on  the  sub- 
ject by  an  American,  I  know  there  is  one  short  an- 
swer always  ready,  viz.  that  we  seek  to  increase  dur 
own  wealth.  So  far  from  denying  that  this  is  among 
my  motives,  I  plaice  it  as  the  foremost,  and  setting 
aside  that  gratitude  which  I  feel  for  France,  I  do  not 
scruple  to  declare,  that  a  regard  to  the  inteiests  of 
America  is,  with  respect  to  all  nations  of  the  world 
my  political  compass.  But  the  different  nations  of 
Europe   should  consider,  that  in  proportion    to  the 
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wealth  of  this  couD try  will  be  heV  ability  to  pay.  for 
those  commodities}  which  all  of  them  are  pressing  us 
to  buy. 

Our  people  still  contiaue  as  remiss  as  ever  in  the  pay- 
ment, of  taxes.  Much  of  this,  as  you  justly  observe* 
arises  from  the  difficulties  of  collection.  But  those  diffi- 
culties are  much  owing  to  an  ignorance  of  proper  modesi 
and  an  unwillingness  to  adopt  them.  In  short,  though  all 
are  content  to  acknowledge,  that  there  is  a  certain  burden 
of  taxation  which  ought  id  be  borue,  yet  each  is  desirous 
of  shifting  it  from  his  own  shoulders  to  those  of  his  neigh- 
bors. Time  will,  I  hope,  produce  a  remedy  to  the  evils 
under  which  we  labor^  but  it  may  also  increase  them. 

Your  applications  to  the  Court  for  aid  are  certainly  well 
calculated  to  obtain  it;  but  I  am  not  much  surprised  at 
your  ill  success.  Indeed  I  should  have  been  much  sur- 
prised if  you  had  been  more  fortunate.  Of  all  men  I  was 
placed  in  the  situation  to  take  the  deepest  concern  in  the 
event,  but  I  cannot  disapprove  of  the  refusal,  for  we  cer- 
tainly ought  to  do  more  for  ourselves  before  we  ask  the  aid 
of  others.  Copies  of  your  letters  to  the  Court  were  laid 
before  Congress,  and  also  the  copy  of  the  new  contract. 
I  will  enebse  with  this  a  further  copy  of  the  ratification  of 
the  old,  if  I  can  obtain  it  in  season  from  Princeton,  where 
the  Congress  now*are. 

I  have  written  also  on  the  subject  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
Farmers-General,  and  should  Congress  give  me  any  orders 
about  it,  I  shall  attend  carefully  to  the  execution.  The 
conduct  tliey  have  maintained  with  regard  to  us  has  been 
generous,  and  will  demand  a  return  of  gratitude  as  well  as 
of  justice.  This  I  hope  my  countrymen  will  always  be 
disposed  to  pay.  I  shall  take  some  proper  opportunity  of 
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writing  to  the  Farmers^General,  but  wHi  wait  a  while  to 
know  what  may  be  the  determination  of  Coogresa  on  tbeir 
affairs. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  find,  that  by  the  proposed 
establishment  of  packets,  we  shall  shortly  be  in  a  conditk>n 
to  maintain  more  regular  and  connected  correspondence ; 
for  although  I  shall  not  myself  be  much  longer  in  public 
office,  I  feel  for  those  who  are  or  will  be  charged  with  the 
afiairs  of  our  country,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  It  will 
naturally  occui;,  however,  that  a  good  cypher  must  be  made 
use  of  not  unfreqaently,  when  despatches  are  trusted  to 
foreigners.  They  have  no  regard  either  to  propriety  or 
even  decency  where  lettera  are  coticomed. 

With  very  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  &Le. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   ARTHUR   LEE. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  4th|  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  last  month, 
desiring  information  as  to  the  reality  of  a  contract  with,  and 
instructions  to  Mr  Deane.  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of 
the  contract  mentioned.  The  instructions  to  Mr  Deane 
are,  1  presume,  in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  factis  under  this  ctMitract  are  generally  as  follows, 
so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends.  Money  was  advanced 
to  me,  which  I  expended  in  shipment  of  cargoes  from 
the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake^  and  have  long  since  ac- 
counted  for.  Money  was  also  advanced  ^o  Messrs  Lewis, 
Livingston  and  Alsop,  and,  I  believe,  expended  by  some 
or  one  of  them  in  shipments  from  New  York  and  Connec- 
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ticut,  butibe  iaccouois  are  not  yet  closed;  which  is  one 
among  many  reasons  why  ti  commissioner  should  be  ap- 
pointed or  authorised  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  secret 
and  commercial  committees. 

Of  the  several  shipments  made,  some  arrived,  some  were 
taken,  some  were  detained  by  the  enemy's  naval  jjower. 
The  risks  becoming  great,  it  was  thought  most  adviseable  to 
abandon  the  farther  prosecution  of  the  plan }  which  the  par- 
ties to  the  contract,  then  in  this  country,  cheerfully  con- 
sented to,  and  it  was^determined  that  the  proceeds  of  those 
shipments,  which  might  have  arrived,  should  be  carried 
into  the  general  public  accounts.  A)r  Deane  went  to  £u« 
rope  under  this  contract ;  and  being  unable,  from  the  re* 
niittaQces  sent,  to  complete  the  intentions  of  his  voyage, 
has,  I  believe,  carried  the  amount  of  those  remittances  into 
his  general  accounts  with  the  United  States.  These  ac- 
counts are  among  those  which  Mr  Barclay  is  appointed  to 
settle,  and  I  presume  that  no  allowance  will  be  made,  such 
as  claimed  by  Mr  Deane,  until  he  shall  have  produced  the 
contract  and  instructions  to  which  he  refers  for  support  of 
his  claim ;  nor  then,  unless  very  completely  supported  or 
specially  allowed  by  Congress.  ' 

I  believe  Mr  Barclay  is  now  empbyed  in  making  that 
adjustment,  and  I  suppose,  that  after  he  shall  have  gone 
through  Mr  Deane's  accounts,  admitted  such  charges  as 
ought  clearly  to  be  admitted,  and  rejected  such  as  ought 
clearly  to  be  rejected,  there  will  remain  some  articles  on 
which  he  will  apply  to  Congress  for  their  special  decision ; 
in  which  case  he  will  naturally  transmit  all  the  evidence 
which  Mr  Deane  may  have  exhibited. 

With  {lerfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    M.    BE    LA   LUZEBI^E. 

Office  of  Finance^  October  15tfa,  1783. 

Sir,    • 

I  bad  the  honor  to  receive  your  Exc^iency's  letter  of 
the  1 1th  instant.  .  If  a  settlement  of  the  accounts  which 
arose  before  the  commenc'einent  of  my  administration  had 
depended  on  me,  neither  M.  Holker  nor  any  otb^r  person 
should  have  had  cause  of  complaint.  The  perplexed  situ- 
ation of  those  accounts  rendered  it  necessary,  for  Congress 
to  submit  them  to  the  investigation  of  special  commission- 
ersy  who  have  hut  lately  commenced  their  operations.  I 
shall  immediately  transmit  a  copy  of  your  Excoilency's 
letter  to  the  gentleman  who  may  be  charged  witli  those  ac- 
counts in  which  M<  Holkejr  is  concerned,  and  request  his 
attention  to  the  subject. 

That  any  person  should  suppose  the  apprehension  of 
being  taxed  with  favor  to  an  individual,  would  induce  me 
to  delay  the  justice  due  alike  to  all,  is  so  extraordinary, 
that  your  Excellency  must  permit  me  to  express  my  sur- 
prise at  meeting  the  idea  in  a  letter  from  the  King's  Min- 
ister. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  kjc* 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

t 
TO  MESSRS    WILLIKK   &  CO. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  23d,  1733. 

Gentlemen, 
Upon  taking  a  view  of  my  various  engagements  for  tlie 
public  service,  and   considering  the   great  anticipations, 
which  have  been  made  at  the  period  when  our  brave  army 
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qtiitted  the  field,  it  has  appeared  to  rae,  that  the  sum  of 
about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  would-be  necessary 
for  me  over  and  above  the  probable  produce  of  our  taxes, 
to  clear  off-  all  those  engagements,  and  enable  me  to  lay 
down  the  burdens  of  official  lif(s>  in  a  consistent  and  proper 
manner,  should  the  situation  of  public  afiairs  then  admit  of 
it.  This  circumstance,  however  nearly  it  interests  my 
personal  feelings,  is  still  more  interesting  to  my  country  ; 
because  a  regular  and  punctual  performance  of  engage- 
ments, labile  it  establishes  confidence,  ensures  the  means 
of  future  punctuality. 

Revolving  much  on  this  subject  in  my  own  mind,  I  have 
been  led  to  consider  also,  that  the  present  rate  of  ex- 
change, which  is  very  favorable,  may  not  continue  when 
tobacco,  rice,  indigo,  and  the  other  produce  of  the  sbuth- 
crp  States  shall  be  freely  exported  in  remittances  to 
Europe.  And  if  the  exchange  should  lower,  there  will 
be  a  loss  on  the  bills  of  the  United  States,  which  I  would 
always  wish  to  prevent.  Besides  this  there  is  another  im- 
portant circumstance,  which  is,  that  if  the  drafts  are  sus- 
pended until  notice  of  the  success  of  your  loan,  so  as  to 
lodge  the  tnoney,  the  public  will  be  paying  interest,  both 
here  and  in  Europe  for  the  same  sum  ;  which  ought,  you 
know,  as  much  as  possible  to  be  avoided. 

Under  these  different  impressions,  the  natural  conduct 
would  have  been,  to  vend  my  bills  very  boldly,  and  trust 
to  the  success  of  those  exertions,  which  you  will  undoubt- 
edly make.  But  here  it  was  proper  to  consider^  that  if 
unforeseen  circumstances  should  in  any  manner  have  put 
a  check  upon  your  operations,  the  consequence  might 
have  been  a  very  great  inconvenience,  and  perhaps  injury 
to  you,  wbksh  I  would  always  wish  to  avoid,  together  with 
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a  loss  of  credit,  <coupled  witb  the  paymant  of  heavy  dam- 
ages to  the  Ubited  States. 

I  htive  therefore  adopted  a  middle  lioe  of  coDdupt, 
which  wiH  combine  the  advantages  and  avoid  the  incon- 
veniences, both  of  delay  .and  of  precipitation.  I  have 
drawn  three  sets  of  exchange,  all  dated  on  the  2l8t  instant, 
(the  time  when  they  were  drawn)  and  each  for  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty- thousand  current  guilders,  payable  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty  days'  sight.  ^These  bills  are  numbered 
one  hundred  and  ninetyone,  one  hundred  and  nineQrtwo, 
and  one  hundred  and  ninetythree  ;  the  first  in  favor  of  John 
Ross,  the  second  in  favor  of  Peter  Whiteside  &  Co.,  and 
the  third  in  favor  of  Isa^ac  Hazelhurst.  All  these  are  solid 
bouses^  upon  whose*  fidelity  and  punctuality  I  can  place  equal 
dependence.  I  have  taken  from  them  proper  stipulations  to 
pay  at  the  end  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  each  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  ;  by  which  means  I  liave  secured 
the  immediate  vent  of  that  sum  at  the  very  highest  ex- 
change. And  it  is  further  agreed  between  us,  that  in  case 
of  protest,  (which  God  forbid  should  happen)  the  public 
shall  not  be  charged  with  damages ;  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  which  is,  that  the  bills  will  not  be  negotiated 
further  than  to  place  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  their 
friends,  which  is  indeed  fuUy  understood  between  us. 
You  will  see  also,  that  in  this  mode  I  shall  bring  to  the 
public  use  here  (allowing  about  two  months  for  the  bills  to 
be  presented)  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
near  three  months  before  it  is  paid  by  you. 

From  this  explanation,  which  I  have  entered  into  in 
order  to  show  you  the  full  grounds  of  my  procedure, 
because  I  knew  how  much  more  satisfactorily  business  is 
conducted  when  all  circumstances  are  known,  you   will 
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perceive  that  my  biik  already  advised  of,  are  first  to  meet 
due  honor,  aod  consequently  funds  set  apart  for  tbeir  ab- 
solvement.  These  three  new  bills  then  come  in  their 
course,  and  I  must  entreat  you,  Gentlemen,  to  honor  them 
also,  even  if  you  have  not  the  funds,  provided  a  view  of 
fair  prospects  can  render  it  at  all  consistent  with, that  pru* 
dence,  which  must  doubtlessly  influence  you  in  such  im- 
portant concerns.  I  must  also  request,  that  you  will  give 
me,  by  various  conveyances,  the  most  immediate  notice  of 
your  acceptance,  because  I  shall  from  jhat  moment  be  able, 
by  discount,  to  bring  the  securities  given  by  those  gentle- 
men into  operation. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  &x;. 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 


TO  THEn  farmers-general  of  FRANCE. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  4ih,  1783. 

Gentlemen, 
The  Honorable  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  having  done 
me  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  him  of 
the  17th  of  July  last,  I  took  the  earliest  opportunity  after 
the  receipt  of  it,  to  submit  that  business  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress ;,  who  by  their  Act  of  the  1st  instant, 
whereof  a  copy  is  enclosed,  have  instructed  me  to  inform 
you,  that  Congress  are  sensible  of  your  generous  attention 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  war,  in  which  these  United 
States  have  been  so  long  engaged,  and  which,  interrupting 
their  commerce,  deprived  them  of  the  means  of  seasonable 
remittances  to  satisfy  the  balance  so  justly  due  on  the  loan 
made  by  you. 
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I  em  further  instrocted,  Gendemen,  to  assure  you  that  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assetnUed,  in  providing  for  the 
national  debt,  by  their  Act  of  the  18th  day  of  April,  1783, 
were  not  unmindful  of  your  demands,  and  that  when  the 
system  thereby  adopted  for  the  relief  of  public  creditors 
shall  have  taken  effect,  the  interest  accrueing  on  the  balance 
due  to  you,  will  be  punctually  remitted. 

If,  Gendemen,  this  arrangement  shall  not  prove  satis- 
factory to  you,  I  am  further  instructed  to  assure  you,  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  that  all  the  means  io  their 
power  shall  be  employed  to  discharge  the  principal  sum 
due  to  you,  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  public  finances 
will  admit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  above  men- 
tioned Act  of  the  18th  of  April  for  your  better  information 
en  this  subject,  and  take  the  liberty  to  add,  Gentlemen,  to 
the  assurances  just  given  on  the  part  of  my  sovereign,  that 
every  effort  in  my  power  shall  be  made  to  comply  with 
such  ulterior  orders  as  may  be  issued,  as  well  as  to  render 
you  any  acceptable  services  in  my  power. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  kc, 

ROBERT  MORHIS. 


REPORT  TO  CONGRESS   ON  AN  EXTRACT  FROM  THE  JOUR- 
NALS OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEBIBLT  OF  l^NNSTLYANIA. 

The  Superintendent  of  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
an  Extract  from  the*  Journals  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  begs  leave  to  report; 

That  the  said  extract  consists  of  two  parts ;  the  former. 
whereof  contains  certain  matters  reported  by  a  committee 
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of  that  honorable  House,  in  consequence  of  a  conference 
held  with  the  commissioner  for  sctiffng  the  accounts  of  the 
said  State,  the  which  matters  are  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  appear  to  have  been  considered  by  the  tloi'jse  as 
facts.  The  latter  part  contains  reasonings  upon  the  former, 
and  resolutions  in  consequence  thereof.  Pursuing  there- 
fore ilie  same  line,  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  must 
take  leave  to  observe,  that  the  former  part  of  the  said  ex- 
tract implies  an  inattention  on  his  part  to  the  orders  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress,  and  an  assumption  of  powers 
not  delegated.  He  humbly  prays  to  submit  both  of  these 
charges  to  the  wisdom  and  equity  of  Congress,  whp  have 
long  since  had  before  them  all  the  instructions  given  to  the 
commissioners  for  settling  accounts,  together  with  a  report 
on  the  reference  mentidned  in  the  extract ;  wherefore  it  is 
to  be  presumed,  that  if  undue  negligence  or  the  arrogating 
of  power  had  appeared,  it  would  apt  have  passed  unnoticed. 
It  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  the  doubts  stated  by  the 
said  commissioner  and  the  difficulties  under  which  he  is 
supposed  to  labor,  must  have  chiefly  originated  in  circum- 
stances peculiar  to  himself,  beciiuse  that  such  iloubts  and 
difficulties  have  not  occurred  to  the  commissioners  em- 
ployed in  other  States,  and  because  they  would  easily  have 
been  obviated  by  a  careful  consideration  of  the  Acts  and 
instructions  in  his  possession ;  excepting  only  in  one  point, 
viz.,  "Whether  charges  for  buildings,  fences,  wood,  &c. 
damaged  or  destroyed  by  continental  troops,  or  militia,  are  . 
to  be  allowed  ?"  This  question  (which  can  only  be  resolved 
by  special  Act  of  Congress)  is  not  to  be  found  among 
twelve  questions  proposed  by  the  commissioner  to  Con- 
gress ;  but  among  nine  proposed  to  the  Superintendeut  of 
Finance. 
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It  is  stated  in  the  stiid  extract,  "tbal^  by  the  iostructions 
from  the  Office  of  Finance  to  the  said  commissioner,  he  is 
eojomed  a  strict  attention  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  ibe 
23d  of  August,  1780,  touching  all  certificates  gemralhf; 
that  this  resolve  introduces  an  entire  new  method  of  grant- 
ing certificates;  that  to  require  those  new  forms  in  certifi- 
cates, granted  before  they  were  instituted,  is  requiring  an 
impossibility,  or  (in  other  words)  is  a  refusal  to  liquidate 
any  certificate  given  before  the  S3({  of  August,  1780." 
Were  this  the  case,  doubtless  there  would  be  sufficient  cause 
of  complaint  and  sharp  animadversion ;    but  the  Acts  and 
instructions,  all  which  are  in  possession  of  Congress,  will 
show  the  state  of  facts  to  be  as  follows.     The  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  20th  of  February,  1782,  speaking  of  the  com- 
missioner contains  the  following  words ;  '^That  he  be  also 
fully  empowered  and  directed,  to  liquidate  and  settle,  in 
specie  value,  all  certificates  given  for  supplies  by  public 
officers  to  individuals,  and  other  claims  against  the  United 
States,  by  individuals  for  supplies  furnished  4he  army,  the 
transportation  thereof,  and  contingent  expenses  thereon, 
within  the  said  State,  nccoi*ding  to  the  principles  of  equity 
and  good  conscience,  in  all  cases  which  are  not  or  shall 
not  he  provided  for  hy  Congress"    Under  this  Act  of 
Congrefis!,  the  Controller  of  the  Treasury  issued  certain 
instructions,  which  were  approved  of  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Finance^  thereby  directing  each  of  the  several  commis- 
sioners "to  ppjan  an  account  with  the  principal  of  each  de- 
partment, for  the  time  being,  and  with  every  person  who  is 
properly  accountable  for  articles  purchased  by  or  delivered 
to  him.     In  which  ihey  must  be  changed  respectively  with 
aU  such  articles t  andfi^  which  tb^y  are  to  account  with  the 
commissioners  appointed^  or  to  be  appointed  to  adjust  the 
accounts  of  these  departments  respectively.*^ 
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The  Superintendent  of  Finance,  in  a  letter  to  the  com- 
missioners of  the  7th  September,  1782,  after  referring  to  the 
Conti*oIler's  instructions,  calls  their  atlehtion  to  two  partic- 
ulars, the  former  whereof  is  not  material '  to  the  present 
point,  and  the  latter  is  as  follows ;  "  In  settling  the  accounts 
with  individuals,  you  will  consider  that  artful  men  have 
Jrequently  taken  advantage  of  the  public,  and  that,  in  many 
instances,  public  officers  heme  taken  advantage  of  the  weak 
and  unprotecfed.  You  will  therefore  always  remember 
that  it  13  your  duty  to  do  justice.^  The  two  commis- 
sioners who  were  first  appointed  after  considering  the  Acts 
of  Congress  and  the  several  instructions  given  to  them,  pro- 
posed, among  others,  the  fdldwing  question,  "Whether  cer- 
tificates given  to  itidivtduats  are  to  be  taken  as  they  stand, 
and  new  ones  given  for  their  amotnit ;  or  whether  they  are  to 
be  re-examined  and  new  prices  affixed  'to  tlie  articles  when 
they  have  been  over  or  undtr  charged  ?  The  Superintend- 
ent add  Controller  entered  into  a  consultation  together, 
and  the  following  answer  was  returned.  '^Certificates  given 
by  quarter  nliaslers  or  commissioners  to  individuals,  must 
be  re-examined,  the  articles  shown,  and  their  value  deter- 
mmed,  that  the  receiver  of  them  may  be  charged  and  made 
accountable  to  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  respec- 
tive departments,  ^ee  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  23d 
of  August,  1780,  relating  to  tbem,  which  must  be  strictly 
attended  to.*' 

This  question  and  answer  is  regularly  transmitted  by  the 
Controller  to  all  the  commissioners  appointed  to  adjust 
the  accounts  between  the  individual  States  rend  the  Union. 
The  commissioner  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  had 
therefore  the  matters  above  recited  in  his  possession  when 
be  proposed  to  Congress  the  following  questions.     "Are 
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certiGcates  or  receipts  given  by  quartdr  roasters,  commis* 
sar'es,  their  deputies,  assistants,  agents,  or  otiier  public 
officers  for  supplies  rurnished,  before  the  15ih  of  Septem- 
ber, 1780,  to  be  taken  as  they  stand,  and  new  ones  given 
for  their  nmount,  estimated  in  specie  ?  Are  certificates 
issued  agreeable  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  resolution  of 
Congress,  23d  of  August,  to  be  taken  up  and  new  ones 
given?"  These  questions  were,  among  others,  referred  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Finance ;'  who  thereupon  informed 
the  commissioner,  that  the  answer  thereto  was  in  the  Act  of 
Congress,  the  letter  from  the  Superintendent,  and  the  ques- 
tion and  answer  above  quoted.  Surely  there  is  nothing  in 
either  which  requires  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  Act 
of  the  23c{  of  August^  1780,  in  certificates  granted  before 
they  were  instituted.  The  commissioner  is  indeed  refer- 
red to  that  Act,  and  directed  to  pay  attention  to  it ;  but 
the  evident  construction  of  this  order,  limits  it  to  certificates 
issued  under  the  Act.  And  even  if  that  were  not  the  case, 
yet  when  the^  whole  of  the  instructions  (or  rather  the  an- 
swers) which  are  complained  of,  is  taken  together,  there 
cannot  be  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  For  among  the  com- 
missioner's questions  to  the  Superintendent  is  the  (bllowing ; 
''How  are  claims  for  sup|)[.es  furnished,  or  services  per- 
formed by  an  individual,  who  is  destitute  of  a  certificate  or 
any  ki^d  of  voucher,  having  only  a  bare  cbarge  against  the 
United  States  for  4he  same,  to  be  settled  ?  Will  the  oatb 
or  afllirnmtion  of  the  claimant  inake  the  charge  good  ?'* 
And  he  shortly  after  asked  Congress,  *'Hovv  are  claims 
for  supplies  furnished  for  public  use  by  an  individual,  who 
is  destitute^of  a  proper  voucher,  to  be  authenticated  ?"  To 
both  these  queries  the  answer  given  by  the  Superintend- 
ent, (and  which  forms  part  of  the  instructions  complained 
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of)  is  as.  follows*     "They  relate  to  the  same  point,  viz. 
What  evidence  shall  establish  claims  9    It  appears,  that  the 
article  passed  in  favor  of  the  ciainianr,  must  chai^ge  some 
other  person,  and  that  public  notice  is  to  be  gken  of  the 
times' and  places  of  settlement,  that  both  parties  may  at- 
tend.     Under   these  circumstances,   if  the   Remand    is 
grounded  on  principles  of  equity,  and  the  evidence  pro* 
duced  satisfies  the  conscience  of  the  commissioner,  he  is 
bound  to  pass  it,  by  the  Act  of  Congress.^^    Now  it  must 
be  remembered,  that  the  commissioner  is  (by  the  Act  un- 
der which  he  was  appointed)  empowered  and  dir^scted  to 
liquidate,  S^c.  according  to  the  principles  of  equity  and  good 
conscience,  in  all  cases  which  are  not  or  shall  not  be  pro» 
vided  for  by  Congress.     The  answers  therefore  given  by 
the  Superintendent  to  his  questions,  are  no  more  than  ap- 
plications of  the  Act,  to  the  doubts  which  he  had  suggested. 
It  is  more  than  probable  that  if  the  lionorable  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  had  communicated  with  the  Superintendent 
on  this  subject,  they  would  not  have  assumed  the  same 
ground  of  reasoning  which  they  appear  to  have  done. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  said  extract,  "that  certificates  given 
for  personal  services,  wages  or  hire,  are  rejected  ;"  in  an- 
swer to  which  it  can  only  be  said,  that  if  the  claimants 
are  officers  or  persons  acting  in  any  of  the  departments,  the 
certificates  ought  to  be  rejected  by  the  commissioner  for 
the  Slate,  because  such  accounts  are  to  be  liquidated  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  departments  respectively ;  but  if 
other  claims  have  been  .rejected  by  the  commissioner,  he 
must  have  been  under  the  influence  of  some  misapprehen- 
sion. 

As  the  honorable  Assembly  have,  through  their  dele-  , 
gates,  proposed  certain  resolutionsj  it  will  be  proper  to  ex- 
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amine  the  reasoning  which  led  to  that  proposition.  And 
first,  it  alleged,  that  "if  an  exact  account  is  realty  wanted 
of  the  specific  articles  for  which  any  certificate  was  giren^, 
It  may  be  found  in  the  receipts  given  by  the  party,  at  the 
time  of  getting  his  certificate,  and  tiiat  these  receipts  are  in 
the  power  of  the  public,  being  lodged  withthe  heads  of  the 
dififerent  departments."  Surely  such  an  assertion  is  some* 
what  hazarded.  Copgress  have  before  them  full  evidence, 
that  many  persons,  late  o^fficers  in  the  civil  departments, 
refuse  to  account  at  all.  If,  therefore,  such. persons  should 
even  possess  the  supposed  receipts,  still  those  receipts  are 
not  in  the  power  of  the  publie,  nor  will  they  be  so  nutil  all 
the  States  liave  passed  laws  similar  to  those  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  *But  further,  it  will  on  inquiry  appear,  that 
wbeu  individuals*  received  certificates  from  public  officers, 
the  receipts  they  gave  did  not  always  contain  a  ^ist  of  the 
articles,  or  account  of  the  services  which  had  been  ren- 
dered. Certainly,  where  any  fraud  was  designed,  a  speci- 
fication o(  articles  was  of  course  avoided;  and  in  many 
cases  it  has  been  neglected,  even  where  nothing  wrong  was 
intended.  The  idea  therefore  that  the  specific  articles  are 
contained  in  the  receipts,  is  as  unfounded  as  that  those  re- 
ceipts are  in  the  power  of  the  publici 

But  supposing  the  facta  were  such  as  thiey  are  assumed 
to  be,  will  it  follow,  that  the  officers  have  in  no  instance, 
been  guilty  of  collusion  with  individuals,  and  given  more 
than  they  were' worth  both  for  article's  and  services?  And 
will  it  not  appear,  that  an  exact  account  of  the  specific  arti- 
cles is  reaily  wanted,  and  indeed  absolutely  necessary,  for 
the  detection  of  such  abuses?  Or  if  it  be  supposed  that  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  were  so  honest  and  so  dis- 
interested, as  neither  to  partake  in  fraud,  nor  take  advaa- 


DIPLOMATIC  COREESPONDENCE.  431 

tage  of  oegligoQce,  must  it  al$o  be  presuiMed  that  the  public 
officers,  acting  witiiin  that  State,  have  in  iio  cases  whatever 
seized  the  property  of  individuals  and  given  certificates  for 
less  than  the  value  ?  Or  if  it  be  imagined,  that  the  officers 
and  the  individuals  have  been  all  alike  innocent,  and  that 
the  clamors  raised. on  these  subjects  are  totally  groundless 
as  to  Pennsylvania,  will  it  follow  that  such  things  have  not 
happened  in  any  other  State?  Or  will  it  be  proper  to  estab* 
lisb  different  rules  for  the  seulement  of  public  accouiits, 
under  the  idea  of  honesty  in  one  State  and  the  want  of  it 
in  another  ? 

It  is,  however  assumed,  as  a  position^  that  ^'any  frauds 
which  have  been  committed  cannot  be  detected  in  any 
other  place,  so  well  asjby  the  commissioners  who  settle  the 
general  accounts,  at  the  heads  of  departments^"  But  surely 
it  is  necessary,  not  only  to  the  detection  of  frauds,  but  even 
to  the  settlement  of  accounts  at  all,  that  the  commissioners 
acting  in  the  several  States,  obtain  accounts  of  the  articles 
before  they  pass  the  sums.  If,  for  instance,  the  public 
officer  should  by  collusion  with  the  party,  make  a  charge 
of  double  the  sum  actually  due  for  any  article,  can  ^  de- 
duction be  made  after  the  sum  has  been  passed  to  the  indi- 
vidual by  the  state  commissioner  ?  If  the  officer  should 
omit  to  charge  himself  with  articles  purchased,  can  this  be 
proved,  when  only  the  money  certificate  is  produced  against 
him  ?  If  the  Sracer  paid,  by  a  certificate,  the  nominal  sum 
for  articles  purchased,  a  year  before,  will  this  appear  in 
such  manner  as  to  prevent  him  froni  taking  all  the  benefit 
of  the  depreciaiion  ?  If,  for  instaoccr  he  purchased  ta  the 
amount  of  two  himdred  thousand  dollars,  when  money  was 
at  two  for  one,  paid  va  certificates  when  it  was  at  four  for 
one,  and  carried  the  articles  to  account  at  a  reasonable 
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specie  value,  viz.  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  if  the 
certificates  be  now  liquidated  at  their  value,  viz.  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  would  he  not  be  gainer  of  the  like  sura  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  merely  by  the  depreciation?  It  is  also 
asserted,  *^That  the  holders  of  certificates  are  subjected  to 
many  inconveniencies  from  this  delay,  and  that  after  coming 
from  the  remote  parts  of  the  Stute^  and  having  a  liquidation 
of  their  certificates  refused,  they  depart  with  murmurs  and 
discontent."  If  holders  of  certificates  came  drom  remote 
parts  of  the  State^  and  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  20ih  of 
February,  1782,  intended  to  afford  relief,  becomes  thereby 
a  source  of  distress,  it  must  arise  either  from  the  ignorance 
of  the  people  themselves,  or  from  a  want  of  attention  in 
the  commissioner ;  for  by  the  Act  it  is  ordained,  *Hhat 
the  commissioners  respectively  give  public  and  early  nolice 
of  the  times  and  places  of  their  settling,  and  the  districts 
within  which  they  settle  accounts,  that  as  well  the  public 
oflicers  as  private  individuals,  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
attend.''  From  the  whole  scope  and  tenor  of  the  Act,  as 
well  as  from  the  express  words  of  this  particular  part,  it 
appears  clearly  to  have  been  the  intention  of  Congress,  that 
the  commissioner  should  mark  out  convenient  districts  in 
the  State,  take  some  proper  position  in  each  district,  and 
then  give  such  early  public  notice  of  the  place  and  the  dis* 
trictf  as  that  claims  arising  from  transactions  within  that 
district  might  be  brought  in  and  adjusted,  lind  both  the 
public  officer  and  the  private  individual  concerned  in  the 
transaction,  have  an  opportunity  of  attending. 

As  the  honorable  Assembly  have  marked  out  a  difllerent 
mode  of  settlement  from  that  which  has  been  adopted,  it 
may  be  proper  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  present  and  of 
the  proposed  plan,  so  as  to  discover  the  inconveniencies 
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resulting  from  each,  and  thence  determine  which  ouglit  to 
be  preferred*  Under  the  present  plan,  the  first  step  of  the 
commissioner  is  to  mark  out  some  particular  spot>  with  a 
convenient  surrotinding  district,  within  which  the  parties 
may  attend,  without  the  waste  of  time  and  the  expense  of 
long  journeys.  The  next  is  to  give  early  pvblic  notice 
thereof.  Supposing  tlien  the  time  to  have  arrived,  which 
be  had  specified  in  his  advertisement,  and  a  claimant  to 
appear,  the  first  question  to  be  solved  is,  whethdir  that 
claimant  be  one  of  those  whose  demands  are  to  be  adjusted 
by  him,  or  whether  it  is  the  business  of  a  commissioner  of 
one  of  the  departments.  Supposing  the  former,  the  next 
object  of  inquiry  would  be,  whether  any  and  what  services 
or  supplies  were  rendered  by  the  claimant  to  the  United 
States,  and  if  any  were  rendered,  then  what  was  the  real 
value  at  the  time  and  place  of  rendering  them.  Every 
kind  of  evidence  exhibited  in  support  of  each  point  is  then 
to  be  examined,  the  officer  who  is  said  to  have  received 
the  articles  is  to  be  b^ard,  if  he  contest  the  claim,  and, 
finally,  the  commissioner  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place, 
with  opportunity  to  learn  both  the  acts  done  and  the  char- 
acters of  the  agents,  must  decide  according  to  equity^and 
good  eonsciencef  where  no  express  provision  is  made  by  an 
Act  of  Congress*  If  this  decision  be  in  favor  of  the  claim- 
ant, the  business  of  the  commissioner  is  to  give  a  certificate 
for  the  full  value  of  the  articles  and  services,  and  then  to 
charge  the  proper  officer  and  department,  not  with  so  much 
money,  but  with  the  specific  articles  and  services,  for  the 
due  application  whereof  account  is  to  be  rendered  to  the 
commissioner  of  the  department. 

A  duty  of  the  State*  commissioner,  in  tho  course  of  this 
business,  will  be  to  discover  and  detect  as  much  as  possi- 
voL.   XII.  55 
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ble  the  frauds  which  have  been  committed,  aod  transmit 
proper  evidence,  as  it  may  arise,  to  the  comn)i^sioner  of 
the  department.  In  cases,  however,  where  the  decision  is 
against  the  claimant,  it  will  be  proper  still  to  return  to  the 
commissioner  of  the  department,  a  statement,  of  the  claim, 
that  if  it  should  b^  found  to  be  credited  to  the  public,  ia 
the  accounts  of  such  department,  the  party  may  meet  with 
redress  &ta  future  period.  The  mconvenienoies  attending 
this  mode  are,  that  poisibly  some  just  claims  may  be  finally 
rejected  from  the  want  of  sufficient  proof,  and  that  some 
lionest  claimants  may  be  put  to  trouble  a^d  di^ulty  in  sup- 
porting their  claims. 

The  proposed  plan  appeals  to  be.  shortly  this,  that  the 
commissioner  shall  liquidate  every  certijicate  whid^  may  be 
tendered  to  him  in  specie  vcdue*  If,,  however,  tb.<^.  restric- 
tion implied  in  the  Extract,  by  the  word?  ^'that  no  delay 
be  given  to  any  certificate  granted,  by  an  ot&c&c  who  has 
settled  his  public  accounts,"  he,  be  made,  viz.  that  the 
liquidation  of  such  certificates  be  suspended  until  the  ac- 
counts of  the  officer  who  gave  thena  be  setded»  it  ia  hprobly 
conceived  th^t  such  liquidation  can  never  take  place ;  be- 
cause, as  the  public,  have  assumed  the  debts  of  their  offi- 
cers, it  is  impossible  to  settle  the  accouipts  of.  tbps^i  ofiJi^s, 
until  thp  amount  of  their  debts  be  known  ;  those  debts 
forming  a  charge  against  the  officers  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  moneys  advanced  to  tbem^  from  the  public  treasury. 
The  settlement  of  the;  officers'  accounts  rnqst,  therefore, 
ultimately  depend  on  the  settlements  made  with  individ- 
uals, and  therefore  this  restriction  must  be  rejected,  or 
the  whole  plan  prove  abortive* 

The  proposition  of  the  honori^ble  Ass^nribly  may 
then   be   examineid   and   considered,  as   of  the  effect 
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which  is  just  now  stated.  And  if  that  proposition  be 
adopted,  the  commissioner  sitting  in  one  corner  of  the 
State  and  examining  claims  and  certificates  brought 
from  two  or  three  hundred  miles  distance,  without  the 
slightest  attention  to  the  value  of  articles  for  which 
money  is  claimed,  will  be  exposed  to  every  kind  of 
imposition.  Certificates  will  be  counterfeited,  pre- 
tended depositions  will  be  produced,  fabricated  ac- 
counts will  be  delivered,  vast  sums  will  of  course  be 
acknowledged  as  due  to  whoever  may  please  to  de- 
mand  them.  The  oflScers  will  (and  very  justly  too) 
refuse  to  account  for  such  sums,  the  frauds  which  they 
will  detect  in  claims  allowed  by  the  State  commis- 
sioners will  cast  a  cloud  even  upon  the  just  claims,  and 
the  commissioners  for  the  departments  will  for  that 
reason  be  unable  to  insist  on  any.  Thus  the  o£Scers 
will  be  empowered  in  their  turn  to  render  such  ac- 
counts as  they  think  proper.  So  that  00  the  whole^ 
the  public  debts  will  be  greatly  and  unnecessarily 
accumulated,  and  a  precedent  will  be  established  to 
sanctify  every  improper  act  which  may  hereafter  be 
committed  in  times  of  confusion. 

These  are  public  inconveniencies,  and  from  a  com- 
parison of  the  two  plans  one  important  question  arises, 
shall  the  public  property  be  given  away,  and  the 
country  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of  paying  moneys 
not  justly  due  ;  or  shall  individuals  who  have  claims 
on  the  United  States  be  obliged  to  validate  such  claims 
by  sufficient  evidence  ?  Surely  the  honorable  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania  will  not,  cannot  hesitate,  in  de- 
ciding this  question.     AH  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Office  of  Einanc^y  JSTovenAer  6^A,  1783. 
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TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

Office  of  Finance,  NoTember  5th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
28th  of  July  from  Amsterdam,  for  which  I  pray  you 
to  accept  my  acknowledgements.  I  am  perfectly  in 
sentiment  with  you,  that  it  is  best  to  avoid  govern* 
ment  interference  in  the  affair  of  our  loan.  If  there 
were  no  other  reason  I  should  not  .like  the  demand  of 
grateful  acknowledgement,  which  woul4'  be  erected  on 
that  foundation.  We  hear  enough  already  of  our  na- 
tional obligations,  and  I  most  heartily  wish  for  my 
own  part,  that  we  could  at  once  acquit  them  all,  even 
to  the  uttermost  farthing,  for  I  seriously  believe,  that 
both  nations  and  individuals  generally  prove  better 
friends  when  no  obligations  can  be  charged  nor  ac- 
knowledgements and  retributions  claimed  on  either 
side. 

I  am  also  very  strongly  hi  opinion  with  you,  that 
remittances  from  this  country  would  greatly  uphold 
our  credit  in  Europe,  for  in  mercantile  life  nothing 
vivifies  credit  like  punctuality  and  plenteousness  of 
remittance.  The  plan  you  propose  to  obtain  them, 
might  also  be  attended  with  some  good  consequences, 
but  there  are  impediments  in  the  way  of  its  success^ 
which  it  would  be  tedious  to  detail,  and  which  indeed 
you  could  not  be  so  perfectly  master  of  without  being 
on  the  spot.  I  siiall  not,  therefore,  go  into  that  matter 
at  present,  and  the  more  especially  as  we  have  now 
good  hopes,  that  the  plan  of  Congress  will  be  adopted 
by  the  States.     Last  evening   I  received   advice,  that 
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Massachusetts  had  acceded ,  and  I  have,  a  double  pleas- 
ure in  announcing  this  to  you,  as  they  certainly  would 
not  have  come  in  but  for  the  sentiments  contained  in 
your  letters. 

Let  me  then,  my  Dear  Sir,  most  heartily  congratu- 
late you  on  those  virtuous  emotionsi,  which  must  swell 
your  bosom  at  the  reflection,  that  you  have  been  the 
able,  the  useful,  and  what  is  above  all  other  things,  the 
honest  servant  of  a  Republic,  indebted  to  you  in  a 
great  degree  for  her  first  efforts  towards,  an  inde- 
pendent existence.  That  you  may  long  live  to  enjoy 
those  pleasing  reflections,  which  flow  from  the  me- 
mory of  an  active  and  beneficial  exercise  of  time  and 
talents^  is  the  sincere  wish  of  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MESSRS    WILLINK    &   CO. 

OflSce  of  Finance,  December  31tt,  1783. 

Grentlemen, 
Upon  the  S  1st  of  October  I  valued  on  you  to  the 
amount  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  guilders 
as  expressed  in  my  letter  of  the  23d  of  that  month, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  this  month  having  received 
your  letter  of  the  4th  of  August,  and  concluding  as 
well  from  the  contents  of  that  letter  as  from  the  actual 
state  of  things  here,  that  you  would  be  successful  in 
the  succeeding  months,  I  gave  notice  to  the  gentlemen 
to  whom  I  had  sold  the  bills  mentioned  in  my  said 
letter  of  the  23d  of  October,  that  I  should   discount 
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their  note)S|  which  has  been  done  accordingly.  Thus 
the  United  States  are  become  liable  to  pay  any  dam- 
ageS)  which  those  gentlemen  may  suatain^^if,  in  conse- 
quence of  delay  their  bills  may  meet  with,  those  drawn 
by  them  in  consequence  of  a  reliance  on  your  funds 
should  return  protested.  The  United  States  will  also 
be  liable  to  the  damages,  which  might  arise  on  my 
further  bill  drawn  in  favor  of  Mr  Haym  Solomons  for 
one  hundred  thousand  guilders  on  the  18th  instant^ 
an4  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  that  date. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Gentlemen,  and  unable 
to  judge  what  delays  the  loan  may  have  met  with  from 
the  causes  you  have  mentioned,  or  -from  any  other, 
being  also  uncertain  how  far  it  may  have  been  or  may 
be  accelerated  from  other  causes^  I  must  request  that  in 
any  case  whatever  all  my  aforesaid  bills  may  be  ac- 
cepted. You  will  see  from  the  enclosed  copies  of  let- 
ters to  the  receivers  of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina, 
that  I  am  taking  measures  to  put  you  in  cash  for  any 
advance  which  such  acceptances  may  render  necessary. 
These  measures  are  intended  with  the  double  view  of 
providing  for  the  interest  of  your  loan  or  of  reimburs- 
ing your  advance.  In  the  former  case  you  will  be  in 
cash  before  the  interest  falls  due,  but  at'  any  rate  you 
shall  be  secured.  The  disbandment  of  our  army 
having  brought  our  expenses  within  the  revenue,  there 
remains  an  excess,  which  cannot  fail  to  reimburse  you 
even  if  the  loan  should  totally  fail.  For  I  cannot  sup- 
pose, that  you  will  be  much  more  than  half  a  million 
in  advancCi  and  I  am  certain  that  the  excess  of  taxes 
for  current  services  would  easily  pay  this  sum  in  four 
or  five  months,  and  I  am  equally  certain  that  I  could 
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by  anticipation  bring  that  excess  forward  to  your  relief 
at  an  earlier  period  if  necessary. 

My  request  to  you,  therefore.  Gentlemen,  is  this, 
that  you  accept  my  bills  at  any  rate,  whether  you  have 
funds  or  not,  and  whether  you  have  or  have  not  the 
probability  of  receiving  them.  If  the  payments  fall 
due  before  you  find  relief,  take  such  measures  to  ob- 
tain money  as  shall  under  a  view  of  all  circunistances 
produce  that  effect  with  the  least  loss  to  the  United 
States.  Of  these  measures  I  leave  to  you  the  entire 
disposition,  and  I  promise  you  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  reimburse  all  losses,  interests,  costs, 
and  charges, 'which  may  accrue  thereupon.  You  will 
be  pleased.  Gentlemen,  to  give  me  very  early  notice 
of  your  •situation,  and  to  point  out  very  particularly 
the  sums  which  may  be  needful,  and'  also  the  articles 
of  this  country,  which  will  probably  form  the  best 
remittance,  and  on  my  part  I  promise  to  take  the 
earliest  measures  for  making  you  such  remittances.^  I 
shall  confidently  rely  on  your  efforts,  and  remain  with 
perfect  respect,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MESSRS    WILLINK    &    COr 

Office  of  Finance,  December  Slst,  1783. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  advices  of  the  26tb  of  September,  that  the  success 

of  our  loan  with  you  bad  been  greatly  impeded  by  reports, 

propagated  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  did  not  a  little 

surprise  me*     lo  my  letter  of  the  12tb  of  this  montb,  I 


440  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

have  given  you  some  slight  sketch  of  the  mutiny  of  a  few 
troops  near  this  city,  and  this  perhaps  may  be  among  the 
circumstances,  which  have  militated  and  been  magnified  to 
our  disadvantage.  But  as  I  did  not  then,  so  I  do  not  now 
think  it  worth  while  to  mispend  time  by  the  history  of  a 
trifling  thing,  which  has  no  importance  in  itself,  and  which 
might  derive  some  by  treating  of  it  seriously.  It  has  al- 
ways been  the  common  trick  of  the  British  and  their  ad- 
herents to  assert,  that  America  had  neither  government, 
armies,  nor  resources.  To  all  which,  I  answer,  that 
America  has  established  her  independence.  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  attempt  an  injury  to  the  6redit  of  any  other 
nation  ^  on  the  contrary,  let  those  who  would  rather  trust 
England  than  America,  make  the  experiment,  and  if  it 
prove  beneficial,  let  them  rejoice ;  if  it  prove  otberwise,  I 
shall  pity  the  sufferers. 

I  should  not,  Indeed,  be  greatly  surprised,  that  our 
credit  were  impaired  in  any  of  the  absolute  monarchies  of 
Europe,  because  that  such  governments  have  no  proper 
ideas  of  the  sacred  regard,  which  is  due  to  pecuniary  en- 
gagements taken  by  the  public,  and  because  the  people 
have  no  conception  that  the  government  should  be  unable 
to  command  all  the  wealth  of  its  subjects.  But  in  your 
country,  it  is  an  every  day's  experience,  that  determina- 
tions of  the  States-General  should  meet  with  obstacles  in 
the  diflTerent  Provinces,  and  this  has  been  precisely  our 
case  in  the  business  of  finance.  No  State  has  insinuated, 
that  our  public  debts  ought  not  to  be  paid ;  nor  indeed 
does  any  individual  dare  to  hold  up  that  idea.  But  differ- 
ences have  arisen  about  the  mode  of  making*  provision  for 
them,  and  such  differences  of  opinion  necessarily  cause 
delay.     It  is,  however,  with  much  satisfaction,  I  inform 
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you,  ibftt  As  diflhtent. Stales'  are'  ootnbg^  in  one  after  the 

other,  andii  have  Btrot^  expectatioas  that  all  of  tbem  will 

soon:  accede  tO'  the  plan  (^  Congress,  wbkii  I  fotimevly 

tFittdipitted/   Xhl4  govefenment  oi  this  coiiotry  has*  beea 

vigbreuBieaoiigh.toi  carry  usdiroirgfb  tine  war^  and  it  would 

fae'Stnan^  indeed,i(it  should  all. at  amcQ  becotno  weak  in 

ibat  inoment'  of  peace,  when  othec  gQ^erHments  usually;  ad- 

ipiirio  Strengths 

•For  my  ownparCy  I  camnot  believo'  that  such  ideas  will 

takeiiplace  among  sensible  men ;  but  on  v  this  oocasion,  I 

will  show  to  his'  Excellency,  M.  Van  Berckel,  the  letter  I 

ami  now  writings  and  desipe  faim  to  write  candidly  to  you 

and.'to  others  his  sentimctuts  as  to  the  state  of  this  countryi 

whether  the  peofile  are  in  peace,  obedient  to  the  laws  and 

(he  gdwerament  in^  due  force,  or  whether  we  are  a  prey. to 

discord,  and  our  country  the  theatre  of  tumult  and  c6nru->- 

sioDi 

1  am,  Gontlemen,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   PftB8|Qp:N«X  OF   COmfR^^sa, 

Office  ofllnatice,  January  13lh,  1784. 

■Sirv  ' 
The  Secretary  of  Cdngress  has  transmiti^  to  aae  tb^ 
petition  of  John  CbWper,  with  an  order  to  report  thereon. 
I  must,  on  tbisiOCCQsion^  pray  leave  to  observe,  (hat  this, 
wiith  a  variety  of  other  similar  transactions,  depends  on  the 
M^ustniaot'off  the  ncoounts  of  the  Secret  and  Commercial 
CommiHees  of  €ongress.  In.  &  letter  of  the  i2tb  pf  Au-* 
gusi  fast,  I  had.  ihe  honor  to  observe,  that  those  ncooante 

VOL.   3CtT. '  56      ' 
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**W6re  fur  from  bftngmconBideririite,  ehiier  as  to  tbeir  na« 
turc  Oft  magnitude ;  tliat  they  were  invoived  ^kh  others, 
and  had  extended  theiniaekea  to  difiereiit  ports  of  the 
Uf}fied'Sta|8S>  and  to  Eiirope^  and  tlie  West  Indiea ;  that 
the3r  were  more  coiNteeted  with  the  .Marine  Accouals  than 
with  any  others  y  and.  that  the  setilernent  of  tbeni  was 
highly  neeessery."  1  took  the  ilbertyy  aiso,  then,  to  sug* 
gest  the  propriety  of  submitting  the  investigation  of  those 
aoeotinis  to  tbe  xonimiisskmer  for  setiKng.  the.  Marine  Ac- 
counts, orof  appointing  asfjecial  comifiissroiier  for  that  ex'^ 
press  pufpds0. 

^itiee  writing  that  letter,  the  ContHTiisstoaer  on  the  Ma« 
rip^'AGcoimtS)  having  been  obliged  in  tiie  course  of  ins 
busine^,  to  look  at  the  Commercial  and  Secret  Oommittee 
Adceofits,  has  not  omly  discovered  some  .-balances  due  to 
th^  United  States,  but  has  reported  other  cnaiters,  which 
show  in  H  strange  point  of  light,  the  necessity  of  examining 
and  settling  those  accounts.  I  tlii^k  the}^  cotiid  be  more 
easily,  speedily,  and  efiectually  settleil  by  that  gentleman, 
than  by  any  other,  and  therefore  the  submitting  of  them  to 
him,  might  be  eligible  in  an  economical  point  of  view. 

I  come  now,  Sit,  to  observe,  wh^ch  i  am  sorry  to  do, 
ths^t  my  ^vepqrt  pa  JVJr  .Covvpei's,  ^ase  must  necessarily  be 
suspended,  until  after  a  reference  to  the  commissioner  ap- 
polntei  tb  aid^t  liie  accounts,  of  the' Seem  and  Commer- 
oia)  Committees^  I  isi^all  be  possessefi  of  sucth^  a  state  of 
facts,  'fts^witl^ enable  me  to-beport  with  piK>prietfy. 

Bdbre  I  oloso- this  letiten^  1  inust  also  observe,  that  as 
the  aecounts  :in  qc^stion  eiiigiiiated  with,  and  were  tmder 
the  superintisncten6e  of  tnembel-s  of  Congf^sb^  it  is  ft  kind 
ofdfity,  which'Odrigress  in  their  |Milftical  capabft3rowe  to 
themselves,  to  trace  the  applications  of  money  through 
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those  cbonnels  widi  the  same  attsntipn,  whiehc.  has  very 
properly  been  applied,  loolbet'  public  expeoditunes. 
With  perfect  riispect  aiui  esteem,. be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS* 


TO    MiaSSRS    LE    OCfeUTBUfcX    &  CO. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  13th,  1784. 

Gentlemen, .  , 
l^ome  time  since  drew  a  bill  for  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thUHistind  '  livres,  on*  Messrs  Wilheini  and  Jan  Willsok 
Nicolas,  9nd  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  De  la  Lande  and  Finje^ 
merchants  at  Amsterdam,  in  favor  of  Mr  John  Ross;  This 
biH  was  drawn  on  the  credit  of  the  loan  opened  under  the 
dii*ection  of  those  gentlemen,  and  in  consequence  of  flat- 
tering accounts  of  its  successv  which  I  had  just  then  re^ 
ceived.  I  find  that  Mr  Ross  has  remitted  this  bill  to  you, 
and  is  actually  drawing  on  the  credit  of  it.  Some  late 
advices  from  Amsterdam  give  me  reason  to  apprehend  the 
possibility  of  a  nonpayment  of  this  bill,  and  therefore  I  am 
now  about  to  lAnke  to  you  the  request  of  a  favor  on  the 
part  of  th^e  United  States*  It  is.  Gentlemen,  that  you 
would  place  this  sum  to  the  credit  of  Mr  Ross  at  the  day 
when  the  bill  falls  idue,  whether  it  b^  paid  or  not,  und 
whether  in  the  whole  or  only  in  paf't,  taking  the  bijl  up  jar 
the  honor,  of  the  United  Slates.  You  will  then  inii^Qdi* 
etely  give  me.  notice  of  the  sum,  which,  by  this<  m^an^s^ 
your  credit  is  advanced  for,  and  I  will  take  care  to  mak0 
you  remittunces  for  amount  of  the  principal  and  interi^st  of 
that  8iim»  nor  will  I  quit  my  office  u^itil  you  are  fully  re* 
paid*  At  the;  samc^  time  ytni  will  probably  also  find  some 
relief  (torn  the  furfiber  produce  of.  the  ban  ;  b»  the  causes 
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wikieh  impeded  iis  progress  daring  the-iaoaUis.  of  Auguflt 
and  September,  hz^e  long  .sinee  been  ratnoved.  And 
indeed  I  still  expeet,.that  the  success  of  it  will  enable  the 
puQClual '  payment lof  Mr  Ross's  bill,  and  only  write  ibis 
letter  out  of  prudence  and  for  the  greater  caution. 

You  will  observe,  Gentlemen,  that  I  have  two  objects  in 
making  this  vequeet,'eiieiis  to-save  tiie  oedit  of  the  public, 
whiQb,mjgbt  materially  sijjSer  by.^he  comins;  back  of  this 
billy  and  the  other  is  to  prevent  the  pay  meal;  of  .twenty  per 
oent  damages^  wbiob  would  .be  iteseventual-oonseguence, 
over  and  above  the  private  injury,  .which  .Mr  Rosa  wouU 
sustain  in  his  personal  ^credit,  if, '  Gendemen,  you  hMe 
a*  siifficiotoc  fcoafidense  in  nie  apd  in  my  country,. you  wilt 
eamply  with  this  request,  provided  your  own  conveoieoce 
will  in. anywise  permit*  If  you  liaTe  not  that  coofidenoet 
I  must,  lament  it  as  a  miftfortuae. 

I  am,  GentlBnien,^yotu?s,ilK* 

ROBERT  MORRIS* 


.TO   THE    PRKSIDfiKT   OiF    CONaHSaS* 

Office  of  Finance,  January  16th,  1784. 

-Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  hoi»or  to  trafn^mit  lo  your  Excellency 
lli^K^opy  o(  a-.ieiter  from  David 'Sproflt;  isltould  not 
tiDuMe '  Cbugr^ss  with  it  if 'the  supplies  memioned  Imd 
be^'ddvtfAceld  to-  persons  t^ien  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  As  it  4s  I  '^cmid  suppose  an  express  «p- 
proprintion  of  momey  to  this  purpose ^ttf) 'lie  necessary; 
Cdngress  oan  be^t  judge  whertier-ihtit'  be' proper,  but  if  I 
w^re  to  express  an* opinion,' it< would  beytli^t  the'payment 
of  sud)  debts  is'lhe  most  efi^H^teeUmode  of  providttig  fer 


\ho»e  di$asU'Qi|$  sicciikQUf,  which  the  citi;&ens  of  Aoierica 
are  Jiable  to  in/ooron^o^i  with  the  risst  01  naaakind. 

RQBRRT  MOmHS. 


%0  tTHJ:    FReSlDJ&^T   OF    COMC^HESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  Jantiwy  ^Igt,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to /enclose  the  evtr^ct  of  a  le^ar 
of  .the  10th  ttnsiant,  from  the  Qoartqr  Maeter  GeoeraL 
The  latteri  part  of  jt,  referring'to  a  matier  which;  he  ha^ 
long sinoe  {brought  (befaee  Gongre^s,  J. shall  ^ttjtake  the 
iiberijr  of  meddling  with. 

>  iln Ldie' former  pert,,  be  attiides  to  a  letter  of  the  ;27tfa  of 
Odtobcr.lasty  in- which  he  had  stated  to  me  the  Qbimsof 
indfviduab  :for  damages  done; b}v the: army.  Idstaoces  are 
mentioned  peooliarly  distressing,  and  oCa  nature  to  reqgire 
compassion  while  jostice  demands  for  them  somewhat 
more.  I  did  not  on  the  receipt  of*  this4etter  address  Con- 
gress on*  the  subject  of  it,  because  the  inalciog  any  par- 
ticular pcoviaion. for.  the  cases  oC  indiviidualS)  is  laboring  to 
veiy  little  purpose,  :and  by  siiiUng  the  cries  of  one  ,Qn]|y 
raises.  tbetdamcu*S:of  liUQidreds.  This;  indeed 'Was  the  re- 
mote oapae. of*  tbe  Qearter  .Mastfr!s  letter,  for  the.  resolu- 
tion: passed  in  the  ca^e  of' Stephen  JMoo^e,  iiiad  given  ac^ 
tiyityrtotheseomplaiats.'of  lall. those. wlio  kn^w.ofthat  reao^ 
lotion,,  and  labored  *  under 'similar  grie?anoe$.  But  a 
stronger  reason  for  not  troubling  Congress  on  ihe  subject, 
wtfs  tfaatl^iad  abeaidy  brought  it  before « tibocn*  in  a  -letter 
erf  ihe  ,l3iib  of  AttfjiistJass.  The  •fllowing  is  an  exUiaex 
from  that  'btter. 
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^'Tbere  is,  howe?ei*,  among  the  eoitimissio(iei<'B  questions 
to  me,  one  which  Congress  alone  can  answer  in  the'  affir- 
mative ;  viz.  are  charges  far  buitdmg$y  fa^icBS^  woodf 
Sfc.  damaged  or  destroyed  by  Continental  troops  or  mi- 
litia,  to  be  allowed  ?  Considering  the  extent  and  magni- 
tude of  this  object  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other, 
what  serious  injirries  have  been  sustained  by  some  individ- 
uals, the  queslion  is  equally  intricate  and  important.  No 
answer  has  yet  been  given,  although  not  unfrequently 
agitated,  as  the  jouirnals  vrWl  testify.  Whether  Congress 
will  leave  it^on  the  present  footing,  or  order  suoh  damages  ^ 
to  be  allowed,' or  (making  a  distinction  between  wanton 
devaetntions  and  necessary  impressure)  leave  the  officer  to 
account  in  one  case  and  the  public  in  another,  or  finally 
whether  ihey  will  take  a  course  between  ail  these  and 
order  the  accounts  to  be  liquidated  and  reported,  but  the 
balances  not  to  be  finsUy  allowed  and  certificates  given, 
until  their  further  order,  are  questions  which  it  is  in  their 
wisdom  to  determine  by  that  extensive  view  of  things 
which  they  possess.'^ 

1  ihall  take  the  liberty  to  observe  to  your  Exoelleocy, 
that  claims  of  this  kind  become  daily  more  argent.  The 
people  recovering  by  degrees  from  their  despondency  as 
to  the  settlement  of  their  old  acoounfes  and  begmning'to  feel 
some  hope  of  eventual  payment,  and  of  conn^eiice  a 
firmer  reliance  on  and  belief  in  the  justice  o(  %he  United 
States,  uaturatly  look  forward  from  the  measiones  already 
taken  to  those  which  prudence  and  equity  may  stiil  further 
dictate.  Some  provision  ought  certainly  to  be  made;  but 
1  must  repeat  (bat  the  object  is  not  only  great  as  lo  tiie  pe* 
caniary  amount ;  but  extensive  as  to  phce,  pei*8ons,  claims 
and  circumstances.     The  caution  hitherto  preserved  was 
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tlwt^ibre  wJse^  but  it  ean  no  longer  be  ttdhered  to»  because 
tbe  idea. held  up  to  every  applicant,  was  tbat  after  a  ter- 
tnination  of  the  weri  and  not  before,  provision  should  be 
RMcie. 

I  take  leave  «iso,  further  to  observe  to  your  Excellency, 
tbat  there  is  a  material  distinction  to  be  made,  even  among 
such. of  these  claims  as  are  otherwise  similar,  according  to 
tiie  times  in  v»bich  the  resfiective  causes  of  them  may  have 
origioaled,  as  Whether  they  were  previous  or  subsequent  to 
thepommeRcement  of  the  year  1782  ;  claims  for  supplies 
obtHHied  during  the  latter  period,  ought  certainly  to  be  con- 
sidered as  within  the  appropriations  of.  money  demanded  for 
the  current-  servieet  the  quotas  of  which  yet  remain  unsat- 
isfied. In  order  then  that  this  matter  may  come  before 
the  United  States  in  Congress  in  such  regular  form,  as 
that  some  decision  may  be  made,  I  shall  submit  to  their 
wise  consideration  the  following  Act. 

WbertoSy  the  late  wasiefet  and  expensive  war»  is  now  by 
tlie  blessittg  of  divine  Providence  fioally  terminated,  and 
whereas^  divers  citisens  of  these  States  have  during  the 
course  thereof  suatained  various  injuries  and  damages,  as 
well  by  thew'Sitmies  of  the  United  States  as  otherwise,  by 
tbe  operations  and  effects  of  tlie  war.  And  whereas,  no 
prolusion  can  as  yet  be  made  for  the  just  relief  of  the  suf- 
ferers, neither  can  it  be  determined  to  whom  such  relief 
m^y  be  due.  And  whereas,  it  is  the  indispensable  duty 
of  every  .Government,  in  all  things  to  tbe  utmost  of  their 
power,  to  do  what  to  fright  and  justice  may  appertain. 
Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  thu  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  authority  of  the 
saoie,  ibM  each  and  .every  of  tbe  commissioners  who  are 
or  may   be  appointed   in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of 
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€ortgr«6s  of  the  20th  dttf  of  Pebraary'tatt,  lie  And:  tbqr 
foerehy  are  softiorided  and'  dtredt^  to  reoeii^e  within  the 
States'  to  and  -for  wMoh  they  are  oranay  be  appomted 
respectively,  all  claims  and  demands  made  by  indivnhMk 
fer  damages  doae  to  or  sustained  by  tbem- within  sech 
Scate^  durinrg  ttoei  Itttie  heatiltttes^tnd  bf  .reason  thereof; 
whevhef  the  bmm  baire  been  eoniaittted  and'  done  by 
olBeers  or  soldier«,  acting  under  the  aothowiy 'of  Geagress, 
or  by  the  enemy.  And  be  it  furlbcv  ordained  i^  the 
antbority  aforesaid,  that  the  said  comnitsaioneni  do  reqiitre 
and  receive  siich  evidence  with  respect  to  each  and  eirery 
subb  claim  as  they  shall  jod^  fitthig  and  proper  aceonKng 
to  the  nature  and  direumettinces  of  the  case  respeewrdy, 
and  where  due  evidence  is  produced  in  support  of  sueh 
claims,  that  they  do*  Kquidaie'  and  adjust  the  same  accord- 
Mg  to  eq^iity  and  gAod-  eenseience*  Prodded  always, 
that  the  said  commissioners  shall  not  give  id>'lhe'olaini«niK 
any  certiBdates  or  ether  evMenee  of  sueh  ad^tment. 
And  be  it  fcrther  or«hiined  by  the  aiwhority'aforannd,  that 
the  said  commissioners  respectively  do  from  time  fo  time 
make  retom  to  the  Superintendent  of  our  finaniees,  of  the 
amoont  of  each  and  every  sueh  claim,  and  the  time  vidien 
the  same  arose,  whether  previous  to  the  1st  day  of  iaooary, 
1782,  or  subsequent  to  the  )a!st  4ay  of  December,  1781 ; 
specifying  dearly  in  the  said  return  the  nature  of  every 
cirfm  in  such  ftill  and  ample  manner,  as  that  when  the 
same  shall  be  laid  before  the  Unhod  States  in  Congress, 
for  tbehr  instigation,  they  may  be  thei^by  enabled  m 
fnake  such  further  order  in  the  premises  ae  t6  right  and 
justice  may  appeftairi. 

BefiMre  I  clM6  ftHi  fetV^,  I  wilt  trouMe  your  Bxeelleney 
one  moment  longer  to  assign  my  reasons  fof  ettending  this 
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provision  to  the  case  of  damage  done  by  the  enemy.  The 
investigation  does  by  no  means  imply  any  recom|)ense 
from  the  United  States.  But  if  -  there  should  be  cases 
whei'e  such  recompense  is  proper,  the  materials  on  which 
to  judge  will  by  this  means  be  prepared.  The  object 
however  is  to  ascertain  the  damages  done  by  -  the  eoemy, 
which  will  in  this  way  come  forward,  so  as  that  an  account 
thereof  can  be  made  out  with  exactness  to  answer  any 
purposes,  which  future  negotiations  with  Great  Britam 
may  render  necessary.  To  this  I  would  add,  that  the 
expense  of  the  business  will  be  so  trivial  as  not-to  be  worthy 
of  consideration,  when  compared  witli  the  advantages  to 
result  from  it.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  esteem,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  24th,  1784. 
S}f, 

The  re-establishment  of  peace  having  at  length 
gNen  room  for  the  proper  investigations,  it  becomes 
in  me  a  duty  of  public  justice  to  mention  to  Congress 
the  situation  of  those  persons  in  Canada,  or  out  of  it, 
who  are  creditors  to  the  Unit6d  States  for  property 
furnished  or  services  riendered  in  that  country.  To 
these  may  perhaps  be  added  those  who  haye  claims  for 
daimages  sustained.  Persuaded,  as  I  am,  that  unless 
some  general  arrangements  be  taken  on  this  subject,  it 
will  occasion  a  great  expense  of  time  and  money,  td« 
gether  with  the  loss  of  reputation,  I  think  economy  as 
VOL.  XII.  57. 
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well  as  justice  calls  for  a  due  attention  to  the  subject 
in  the  j^resent  moment. 

I  submit  then   the  following  ideas^   not  as  being  a 
perfect  plan,  but  merely  as  hints  to  be  perfected  bjr 
the  if^rise  care  of  the  United  States.     And  first,  it  might 
be  proper,  that  a  coinmissioner  were  appointed  to  go 
into  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the 
several  claims  above  mentioned,  with  power  to  liqui- 
date the  same,  and  to  give  certificates  of  the  amount. 
If  it  b|e  a  desirable  thing  that  justice  be  done,  it  is  a 
necessary  thing  that  the  inquiries  be  made  on  the  spot. 
There  and  there  alone,  can  the  due  investigations  take 
place,  so  as  to  prevent  either  the  public  or  /individuals 
from  being  defrauded.     Besides  it  will  not  cost  more 
to  maintain  a  commissioner  there  than  it  will  here,  and 
many  wh'o  have   been   both  distressed  and  oppressed 
are  confined  to  that  spot  by  tlieir  circumstances.     It 
may  also  appear  to  be  of  some  importance,  that  by 
doing  justice  to  these   people  unsolicited  we   secure 
their  afiections ;    which   will    prevent  6re»t.  Britain 
from  using  them  hereafter  s^gaip^t  us.     Neither  will  it 
esMpe  the  attention  of  Congress^  thi^t  such  a  qommis- 
signer  may   transmit   useful  intelUgence.      But  thi3 
being  rather  in  the  Department  of  Fbreiga  Affairs,  I 
shall  not  enlarge  on  it. 

A  natural  question  will  probably  arise,  as  to  the 
means  of  payment.  This  may  be  aitawered  by  apply- 
ing a  like  question  to  the  ease  of  other;  public  d^bts. 
But  I  conceived  that  another,  if  not  a  better  answer 
may  be  given*.  If  a  new  State  were  set  off  about 
Detroit,  and  the  lands  sold  to  all  inclining  to  purchase, 
with  permission  to  pay   in  certified   Canadian  debts. 
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not  only  as  specie^  but  even  at  a  premium  of  five  per 
cen^  the  lands  would  pay  the  debts,  aud  the  United 
States  would  gain  more  than  the  amount  of  the  pay- 
ment by  the  very  aet  of  making  it.  For  an  equal  if 
not  greater  number  of  persons  than  the  creditors  in 
Canada^  Would  beeome  settlers  from  that  country,  and 
bring  with  them  property  beyond  their  purchase 
moiney.  '  Nor  is  tKat  all ;  such  State  would  become  a 
barrier  of  infinite  importance^  It  would  secure  eternal 
peace  with  the  Indians,  and  it  would  secure  the  Indinn 
trade.  For  it  would  soon  place  the  principibil  traders 
at  that  spot  in  the  character  of  American  citizens. 
With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   TH£    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  2d,  1784. 
Sir,  ' 

I  have  delayed  answering  your  Exce]lency'»  favor 
of  th^  4th  of  last  month,  in  the  hope  that  I  might  have 
been  able  to  announce  to  you  the  having  s^nt  ofi*  the 
duplicate  oi^the  definitive  treaty.  Hitherto  no  oppor- 
tunity has  olTered.  But  as  G«»lonel  Harmar  has  sailed, 
and  probably  Lieutenant  Colonel  Franks^  I  am  not  40 
anxious  on  that  subject  as  I  have  been. 
With  sincere  esteem,  I  am,  Sic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    MKS^BS   LE    C0I7TEULX   &   CO* 

Office  of  Finance,  Febroary  12th,  1784. 

Gentlemen', 

Previously  to  my  letter  of  the  13th  of  January,  I 
had  received  yours  of  the  10th  of  September  nnd  18th 
of  October.  In  one  of  my  said  letters  I  requested  you 
to  come  under  acceptance  for  Mr  Ross's  bills^  although 
my  public  bill  in  his  favor  should  not  be  accepted. 
But  Mr  Ross  assures  me  that  he  has  not  yet  drawn, 
and  promises  that  he  will  not  draw  on  the  credit  of 
that  bill  until  my  advices  from  Europe  shall  warrant 
it.  So  that  my  precaution  in  this  respect  was  unne- 
cessary. Neither  is  that  bill  to  be  protested  if  not 
paid  when  it  falls  due,  but  it  is  to  be  held  by  you  for 
Mr  Ross's  future  orders.  Those  advices  which  I  have 
lately  received,  arc  far  from  being  agreeable,  and  it  is 
probable  that  my  letters  wTitten  to  Dr  Franklin  in 
consequence  of  them  may  induce  him  to  apply  for 
your  friendly  aid  to  prolong  the  time  of  payment  of 
some  billsj  which  I  had  drawn  on  the  credit  -of  that 
loan,  and  which  to  my  great  surprise  the  negotiators  of 
it  were  not  in  cash  to  abswer.  Should  he  make  any 
such  application.  Gentlemen,  I  am  to  request  that  you 
will  comQ  rn  with  your  extensive  credit,  to  support 
that  of  the  United  States;  ^nd  you  may  rely  that  I 
will  take  care,  by  proper  and  speedy  remittances, 
finally  to  absolve  your  engagements. 

I  have  this  day  given  to  the  house  of  Peter  White- 
sides  &  Co.  my  bill  on  you,  (number  ninetyseven) 
payable  at  ninety  days'  sight,  and  for  three  hundred 
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ttiousffnd  livres.  I  am  to  desire*  your  acccfptance  of 
that  bill,  which  I  have  drawk^,  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
the  protest  of  bills  drawn  by  that  House  in  conse- 
quence of  one  of  my  said  bills  on  Amsterdam  ;  to  put 
you  in  cash  for  that  sum,  I  have  purchased  already 
seven  hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  now  lying  ready 
for  shipment  at  Alexandria  in  Virginia,  and  directed 
farther  purchases,  as  also  the  chartering  of  vessels  to 
carry  it  to  Europe.  I  shall  make  you  a  shipment  of 
from  seven  to  eight  hundred  hogsheads  as  soon  as  the 
weather  will  permit,  for  at  present  all  our  navigation 
is  shut  up  by  the  ice.  This  tobacco  shall  be^  shipped 
to  your  order  at  L'Orient,  and  I  think,  that  with 
every  allowance  for  delay,  it  must  leave  the  Che^a- 
|)eake  by  Iho'  1st  of  April  at  farthest,  and  will  arrive 
within  two  months  after  the  bill  shall  h^ve  been  pre- 
sented. The  sales  of  it  will  therefore  put  you  in  (^ash 
to  answer  the  bill.  But  to  render  the  mafler  as  safe 
as  possible,  you  shall  have  early  advices,  so  as  to  make 
the  insurance,  which  will  answer  the  bill  should  the 
tobacco  fail.  After  all.  Gentlemen,  it  is  possible  that 
you  may  foe  in  advance  for  a  short  time.  But  I  make 
not  the  least  doubt,  that  you  will  cheerfuHy  go  into 
the  proposed  operation,  at  present  necessary  to  the 
United  States,  and  which  (that  necessity  out  of  the 
question)  is  in  itself  among  the  best  kinds  of  commer- 
cial transactions.  In  order,  also,  to  place  you  more 
perfectly  at  your  ease,  I  agree  to  make  good  any  ex- 
pense, which  may  be  incurred,  by  negotiations  to 
prolong  the  payment,  should  it  be  inconvenient  for 
you  tb  make  the  actual  advance,  and  should  such  ad- 
vance become  necessary   by  accidents  of  the  sea  or 
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Other  utifiiraseen  ciremnstanceB.     But  at  ail  events  my 
said  biUa  must  be  honored. 

With  esteem  and  respeety^  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MK   OBAND.. 

Odiee  oFF^nluioe,  Febrtiaty  ISth,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  last  letter  which  I  have  received  from  you  is  of  the 
13tb  of  September,  and  in  that  you  have  left  a  blank  for 
the  amount  of  funds  received  from  Amsterdam)  and. inform 
me,  that  you  expect  again  to  apply  for  more,  as  Mr  Bar- 
clay could  not  tell  what  sum  he  should  be  able  to  pay  you 
nor  when.  My  letters  from  Messrs  Wilbelm  and  Jan 
Wiliink,  Nioolas  and  Jacob.Van  Stapborst,  De  la  Lande 
and  Finje,  announce  to  me  a  sum  remitted  to  you  beyond 
the  idea  whicl^  1  |iad  formed  of  your  wants ;  and  the  con- 
sequence of  it  is,  that  biHs  1  had  drawn  on  them  remained 
unprovided  lor.  Not  having  received  letters  from  you  in 
so  k)ng  a  time,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  guess  at  the  ex- 
act state  of  your  accounts ;  but  if  Mr  Barclay  has  placed 
in  your  hands  the  sums  which  1  expected  he  would  have 
done,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  United  States  must  have 
been  considerably  in  advance  to  you,  at  the  very  moment 
when  my  bills  were  in  the  critical  situation  above  men- 
tioned. I  slmll  not,  bovrevef,  draw  any  cpnclusions  on 
this  subject  before  I  receive  those  advices  from  you,  which 
1  am  in  the  hourly  expectatkjn  of.  As  1  do'  not  know 
whether  any  efiectual  measures  have  yet  beeb  taken  to 
provide  for  the  bills,  i^hieh  I  had  drawn,  and  which  the 
Houses  in  Amsterdam  were  not  in  cash  to  answer,  owing 
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to  a  sudden  failare  of  the  loan  intrusted  to  their  inanBge* 

ment,  I  have  written  to  Dr  Franklin  on  that  subject,  and 

am  now  to  request  your  aid  in  the  busjhess,  so  that  time 

may  be  given  for  the  arrival  of  those  remittances,  which  I 

am  making  to  provide  for  the  consequences,  should  the 

loan  continue  unproductive.      On  this  occasion  I  confi* 

dently  rely  on  your  efibrts,  and  I  persuade  myself,  that  the 

credit  of  the  United  States,  so  long  preserved  in  Europe, 

through  doubtful  apd  dangerous  events,  will  not  now  be 

suffered  to  expire  for  the  want  of  a  very  little  timely  aid 

and  attention* 

1  am,  Sir,  Sec. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MDSSRS   WILLINK  iC  GO. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  12th,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  instaiit  I  received  your  letters 
of  the  20th  of  November  and  1st  of  December.  The  in* 
teiligence  contained  in  these  letters,  so  far  as  oonceras  the 
loan  uAder  your  direetion,  and  the  bills  which  I  had  drawn 
upoothe  credit  thereof,  is  very  far  from  being  agreeablcr 

The  tenor  of  your  ksit  letter,  renders  it  necessary  for 
me  to  obviate  the  constructions  put  on  my  conduct  in 
drawing  lo  thati  extent*  And  this,  ia  easily  donei,  for  it  ap- 
pears by  youf  letters  bow  before  me,  that  the  total  of  those 
bills  for  a  raiilioo,  did  not  exceed  the  funds  actually  in 
your  possession,  by  above  six:  hundred  thousand  guilders, 
and  if  (he  second  espedition  of  tobacco.  be<  deducted,  that 
eieeas  cannpt  be- considered  as  going  beyood  five  hundred 
thousand.    Now,  Gentlemen,  I  have  already  told  you^  that 
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Mr  Grind's  drafts  exceeded  my  expeetation ;  but  we  will 
put  ibis  out'of  the  question  for  the  present,  as  I- shall  write 
on  that  subject  t6  Mm ;  but  you  will  observe,  that  your 
letters  announcing  the  decline  of  the  loan  did  'not  reach 
me  until  the  close  of  the  last  year;  and  therefore!  could 
not  have  calculated  on  so  great  an  alteration^  The  occur* 
rences  in  this  country,  which  occasioned  it  have  never  ap- 
peared of  any  consequence  to  u^  who  are  on  the  spot, 
although,  by  exaggeration,  they  have  staggered  the 
minds  of  people  io  Europe.  You  will  observe  also.  Gen- 
tlemen, that  when  my  letter  of  the  1st  of  October  was 
written,  1  had  not  received  any  leUer  from  you  of  later 
dateUian  the  11th  of  June.  The  intelligence  mentipned 
in  my  letters  as  having  come  through  an  indirect  channel, 
was  contained  in  a  letter  from  Mr  Adams  himself,  and 
your  letters  written  in  the  months  of  July  and  August  con- 
firmed that  intelligence.  AH  this  will  appear  if  you  com- 
pare our  correspondences,  and  place  yourselves  in  the  situa- 
tion, which  the  long  passage  of  your  letters  of  the  4th,  11th 
and  26th  of  September  placed  roe.  The  two  first  of  these 
did  not  come  to  hand  until  a  very  few  days  ago^  as  you 
'  will  observe  that  they  are  not  acknowledged  until  (he  9th 
instant.  It  has  therefore  been  alike  impossible  for  me  to 
conjecture  the  hard  fate  of  my  bills,  or  to  provide  against 
it  by  seasonable  remittances. 

But  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  the  sum  total  of  the 
advance,  which  those  bills  could  have  occasioned  would 
not  exceed  five  hundred  thousand  guilders,  payable  in  all 
the  month  of  March,  supposing  that  the  loan  ^should  pro- 
duce nothing  in  the  whole  winter.  By  a  circuitous  nego- 
tiation this  payment  might  have  been  prolonged  without 
difficulty,  and  you  will  see  that  the  measures  I  am  taking, 
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even  at  this  late  period,  would  have  produced  tiie  neces* 
sary  funds  in  season.  I  have  not  indeed  any  rigiit  to  ex- 
pect, tliat  you  would  rist  so  heavy  a  sum  in  reliance  on 
me,  but  if  you  bad  done  it  I  should  have  felt  the  obliga- 
tion, and  I  think  my  conduct  would  have  been  such  as  to 
convince  you  that  the  confidence  was  not  misplaced. 

Under  the  present  very  disagreeable  circumstances,  and 
not  knowing  whether  Dr  Franklin  has  complied  with  your 
proposals,  1  cannot  take  such  decisive  steps  as  I  otherwise 
might.  I  enclose,  however,  a  copy  of  tlie  letter  which  1 
have  written  to  him,  and  I  shall  proceed  to  make  remit- 
tances, as  soon  as  the*  weather,  which  now  shuts  up  our  nav- 
igation, wijl  permit.  The  advices  which  I  shall  receive 
from  Europe,  while  ships  are  lading,  and  which  I  daily 
expect,  must  govern  me  in  the  consignments ;  which  is 
the  reason  that  I  can  sny  nothing  positive  on  that  subject. 

If  Dr  Franklin  has  tomplied  with  your  proposals, 
you  will  of  course  have  accepted  my  bills  to  the  extent  of 
the  million  guilders.  If  he  has  not,  it  is  possible  that  my 
letters  to  him  may  still  arrive  in  season  to  prevent  the 
protests  for  nonpayment.  If  however  this  should  not  be 
the  case,  I  wish  you  to  call  on  those  who  held,  the  bills, 
and  tender  payment,  on  return  of  the  bills,  or  on  giving  an 
indemnity  against  tliem  ;  in  which  case  you  will  also  pay 
the  costs  of  protest,  interest  which  may  have  accrued,  and 
the  like.  If  they  will  not  do  this,  you  will  then  be  pleased 
to  transmit  notarial  certificates  of  your  tender  of  such  prin- 
cipal, interest  and  costs;  and  if  your  payments  are  ac- 
cepted, to.  transmit  immediate  accounts  thereof. 

With  respect  to  the  three  bills,  numbered  one  hundred 
and  ninetyone,  one  hundred  and  ninetytwo,  and  one  buh- 
voL.  XII.  68 
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dred  and  ninety three«  dated  the  21  si  of  October,  lor  twa 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  guilders  each,  I  have  agreed 
with  the  Houses  to  whom  I  sold  'them,  that  they  shall  still 
lay  to  be  accepted  or  not,  as  may  hereafter  be  determined, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  United  States  are  to  pay  the  in- 
terest of  their  advances  to  me  until  they  can  reimburse 
themselves,  or  are  repaid  by  mn,  whichever  shall  eventu- 
ally happen.     The  bill  number  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  dated  the  12th  of  December  last,  for  one  hundred 
thousand  current  guilders,  I  purchased  and  remitted  oo 
my  own  private  account,  and  have  given  orders  that  it  be 
not  returned  to  this  country  ;   so  that  on  that  subject  you 
may  also  be  at  ease.     I   shall  receive   on    my  private 
account  the  interest  of  the  forty  thousand  dollars  paid  for 
this  bill,  on  the  same  principles  with  which  I  have  settled 
for  the  other  bills  just  mentioned.      And  by  the  way,  you 
will  see  hoi;ir  great  was  my  confidence  in  the  success  of 
your  operations,  when  I  have  involved  my  own  private  for- 
tune in  the  purchase,  not  only  of  that  bill,  but  also  of  four 
hundred  thousand  guilders  out  of  the  million.     All  which 
was  done  because  the  demand  for  exchange  on  London 
being  greater  than  on  your  city,  I  bought  those  bills,  remit- 
ted them,  and  drew  on  my  private  account  to  replace  my 
funds,  merely  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  public  service. 
In  addition  to  the  bills  just  mentioned,  there  is  one  which 
I  request  may  meet  due  honor ;   it  is  number  one  hun- 
dred and  ninetyfive,  dated  the  2d  instant,  payable  at  six 
months'  sight,  and  for  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
nineteen  current  guilders.     This  bill  was  drawn  to  replace 
bills  drawn  above  two  years  ago  at  six  months'  sight  on 
the  American  Minister  at  Madrid,  and  protested  for  certain 
circumstances  attending  the  negotiation  of  them  ;    where- 
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fore  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  replaCiDg  them  with 

twenty  per  cent  damages,  by  a  bill  of  equal  dignity* 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MCSSBS   WILLINK   &   CO. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  12th,  1784* 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  to  Acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
the  14lh  of  October*  My  letter  to  yod  and  the  other 
Houses,  will  convey  sufficiently  my  sentiments  as  to  the 
disagreeable  consequences  occasioned  by  the  ill  sudcess 
of  our  loan.  I  shall  not  here  dilate  upon  that  subject, 
which,  for  the  present,  I  can  only  lament ;  for  I  agree, 
Gentlemen,  with  you,  that  urgency  on  your  pait  Would 
rather  damp  the  spirits  of  monied  men  than  increase 
their  exertions. 

I  see  clearl}%  that  if  it  were  possible  to  convey  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  weahh,  extent,  and  power  of  this  country, 
it  would  do  a  great  deal  towards  exciting  the  favorable  at- 
tiention  of  mankind.  But  this  is  a  very  difficult  thing,  for 
the  British  Ministers,  and  ^ven  their  Generals  in  the  covn' 
try^  with  all  the  pains  they  coutd  take,  and  all  the  intelli- 
gence they  could  procure,  were  extremely  ignorant  of  our 
resources.  This  is  among  the  reasons  why  they  pursued 
the  conquest  of  America  full  three  years  after  every  sen- 
sible roafi  in  it  saw  that  the  thing  was  impossible. 

However,  as  you  desire  an  account  of  our  products,  I 
will  refer  you  to  a  very  unexceptionable  testimony,  that  of 
the  British  Ministers  themselves,  in  a  pamphlet  lately  pub- 
lished under  the  eye  of  the  Court,  by  Lord  Sheffield  ;   in 
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which  the  writer  attempts  to  prove  that  we  must  trade 
with  them  whether  they  treat  us  well  or  ill.  To  show  this, 
he  gives  certain  facts,  which,  at  least,  prove  that  the  Brit- 
bh  are  our  worst  customers,  so  A\r  as  the  sale  and  con- 
sumption of  our  produce  is  concerned.  He  proves,  also, 
that  if  they  have  any  advantage  over  others,  it  is  what  your 
countrymen  moy  have  in  an  eminent  degree  over  them ; 
I  mean  the  securing  a  great  part  of  our  trade  by  giving 
credit  to  our  solid  mercantile  houses. 

But  to  return  from  that  digression  to  the  principal  ob- 
ject of  this  leUer,  viz.  the  actual  and  probable  resources  of 
America.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  a  century  ago  the 
place  from  which  this  letter  was  written  was  an  unlimited 
forest ;  that  the  whole  State  of  Pennsylvania  did  not  pro- 
duce enough  to  support  five  hundred  men  after  the  Eu- 
ropean manner,  and  that  every  other  part  of  America  was, 
a  little  earlier  or  a  little  later,  in  the  same  situation. 
But  now  this  very  city  is  worth  more  than  all  the  pub- 
lic and  private  debts  put  together,  which  we  owe  to 
Europe. 

M.  Van  Bcrckel  has  convinced  me,  Gentlemen,  of 
your  good  will,  and  zealous  endeavors  to  promote  the  in- 
terests qf  America..  And  I  flatter  myself  that  not  only  his 
representations,  but  my  own  conduct,  will  convince  you  of 
the  just  sense  I  entertain  of  those  endeavors. 
With  esteem  and  respect,  &tc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    B.    FRANKLIN, 
Office  of  Finance,  Febtuary  12th,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

Three  days  ago  1  received,  in  a  letter  of  the  1st  of  De- 
cember from  Messrs  Wilhelm  and  Jan  Wiilink,  Nicolas 
and  Jacob  Vati  Staphorst,  De  La  Lande  and  Finju  at  Am- 
sterdam, a  copy  of  their  letter  to  you  of  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber. Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  my  answer  of  this  date. 
I  flatter  myself  that  you  .will  not  have  sufl^ered  the  public^ 
credit  to  be  ruined  for  want  of  an  engagement  to  the  amount 
of  so  small  a  sum  as  might  be  necessary  to  avoid  the  danger 
to  which  it  was  exposed,  and  I  wait  in  the  anxious  expecta- 
tion of  hearing  from  you,  what  arrangements  have  been 
taken  on  this  subject,  as  I  wish  to  conform  my  measures  to 
them.  If,  contrary  to  cny  expectations,  some  unforeseen 
causes  should  have  induced  you  to  decline  so  necessary  an 
engagement,  I  hope  this  letter  may  arrive  in  season,  and 
induce  you  to  do  it. 

You  will  observe  that  a  copy  of  this  letter  is  transmitted 
to  the  Houses  in  Amsterdam,  but  I  have  not  sent  a  copy  of 
tk&  enclosed  letters  to  Mr  Grand  and  Mr  Barclay,  which 
are  left  open  for  your  perusal.  I  have  not  time  now  to  go 
particularly  into  the  estimation  of  their  accounts,  but  I  am 
almost  persuaded  that  there  is,  between  them,  at^d  ought 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  former  before  this  time,  about  half 
a  million  of  livres  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Rut  in 
the  present  exigency,  I  shall  not  reckon  on  this  sum,  nor 
on  the  second  expedition  of  five  hundred  hogsheads  of 
tobacco,  %vbich  are,  I  presume,  before  this  hour  arrived  at 
Amsterdam.  I  shall  calculate  on  a  deficiency  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  guilders,  and  prepare  remittances  as  fast  as 
proper  articles  can  be  purchased  to  that  amount;  because 
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the  surplus  may  be  well  cUspos'ed  of  to  answer  th^  interest 
of  the  Dutch  loan,  which  falls  due  in  June  next. 

If,  iberefore,  you  can  adopt  any  measures  by  which,  in 
circuitous  ^Negotiations,  the  time  of'  payment  can  be  pro- 
longed, you  may  rely  on  the  arrival  of  such  remittances  in 
the  months  of  June  and  July  at  fartliest^  as  shall  fully  an- 
swer the  sums  which  may  then  fall  due,  and  as  I  have  told 
the  gentlemen  in  Amsterdam,  the  advices  which  I  may 
receive  will  govern  .the  direction,  of  those  remittances,  i 
shall  give  immediate  orders  for  the  purchase  of  one  thou* 
sand  hogsheads  of  tobacco^  and  as  that- amount,  is  com- 
pleted) 1  shaU  extend  it  according  as  circumstanced  may 
require* 

The  season  has  been  so  intemperate,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  Chesapeake  is  to  this  hour  shut  up  by  the  ice,  but 
that  cannot  last  much  longer,  and  therefore  I  have  good 
hopes  that  some  capital  shipments  may  depart  before  the 
1st  of  April;  and  should  the  urgency  of  the  case  require 
it,  I  can  draw  at  long  sight  on  the  consignees,  and  transmit 
the  bills,  which  will  endble  a  farther  negotiation,  if  neces- 
sary. The  lUeatis  of  making  remittances  are  now,  thank. 
God,  in  my  power ;  for  the  amount  of  taxes  exceeds  tiiat 
of  the  expenditures,  which  last  ai^e  reduced  almost  to  noth- 
ing ;  and  as  the  revival  of  contmerce  must  increase  the 
means  of  paying  taxes,  I  have  no  other  solicitude  for  the 
event  than  what  arises  from  the  want  of  time  to  make  due 
arrangements.  This  want,  I  persuade  myself  you  will 
remedy,  if  you  have  not  already  provided  against  it.  And 
you  may  rely,  that  any  engagements  you  may  think  it 
necessary  to  take,  shall  be  most  punctually  complied  with 
by  itie. 

With  unfeigned  esteem  aad  respect«  I  have  the  liooor  to 
be,  yours,  &c.  ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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F.  S,     Since  writing  the  abovCy  it  occurs  to  me,  tfiat 

there  is  (particularly  on  the  present  occasion)  a  propriety 

in  transmitting  to  you  the  best  account  in  my  power  of  the 

situation  of  things,  as  to  the  funding  of  our  public  debt.     1 

say  the  best  in  my  poufer,  for  I  know  not  what  is  done 

southward  of  Virginia,  no  mail  having  come  from  dience  in 

upwards  of  six  weeks,  by  reason  of  the  inclemehcyof  the 

weather,  which  greatly  impedes  ouf  intelligence  from  every 

quarter. .   New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania,   Dekware,    Maryland    and   Virginia,  have 

ftdopied  the  plan  recommended  by  Congress.     I  am  -as-* 

sured  that  New  York  and  Connecticut  will  adopt  it  very 

speedily,  and  I  am  told,  on  good  authority,  that  Rhode 

Island  will  come  in  as  soon  as  the  example  of  the  other 

States  is  communicated.     It  is  in  consequence  of  my  con*** 

viction  that  the  plan  will  soon  be  agreed  to  by  all,  that  I 

have  published  an  advertisement  of  the  9th  instant,  a  copy 

whereof  is  enclt>8ed.  R.  M. 


TO  B.   FRANKUN. 

1 

Office  of  Finance,  February  13th,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  written  to  you,  under  yesterday's  date,  on  a  very 
interesting  subject ;  and  I  will  now  add  something  farther, 
whieh  I  did  nol  choose  to  place  in  that  letter,  as  a  copy  of 
it  is  transmitted  to  the  Houses  in  Holland.  And,  first,  I 
will  give  you  an  account  of  my  situation,  as  accurately,  as 
possible,  in  order  that  (seeing  the  whole  state  of  my  en- 
gagements, and  the  means  of  fulfilling  them)  you  may  rest 
at  ease  under  the  operation  I  have  requested,  and  which 
I  must  now  most  stioiigly  urge  and  entreat  you  to  en- 
gage 10. 
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My  present  actual  engagements  are  threefold,  viz.,  first, 
general  engagements  for  the  public  service  not  yet  satisfied, 
including  therein  the  notes  issued  by  me,  which  remain  in 
circulation  ;  secondly,  my  bills  of  exchange  unpaid ;  and, 
thirdly,  my  debts  to'  the  national  bank. 

The  first  of  these  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  with  exact- 
ness, for  I'take  into  the  account  all  payments  to  be  made 
for  past  services  and  the  like,  and  I  set  against'  it  sundry 
sums  to  be  received,  and  the  public  goods  which  are  yet 
to  arrive.  It  cannot  be  expected,  therefore,  that  any  great 
precision  will  take  place  in.  this  estimate,  but  frum  *  the 
clearest  insight  I  have,  the  amount  is  rather  under  than 
over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  second  stands  thus.  I  drew  for  a  million  of  guild* 
ders,  of  which,  calculating  the  extent,  not  more  than  one 
half  remains  unprovided  for,  as  I  have  observed  in  my  let- 
ter of  yesterday.  This  half  may  be  considered  as  of  the 
vah^e  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Besides  this  sum, 
I  have  drawn  three  bills  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
guilders  each,  and  one  of  one  hundred  thousand  guilders, 
for  which  I  have  received  three  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
sand dollars  ;  but  as  I  have  agreed  that  those  biUs  shall  not 
be  protested,  they  are  not  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of 
bills  of  exchange.  . 

My  debt  to  the  national  bank  is  the  above  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars,  obtained  from  them 
by  discounting  notes  received  for.  the  bills  of  exchange, 
and  which  notes  they  will  continue  bn  interest,  until  taken 
up  by  my  payments  here,  or  by  my  moneys  raised  on  the 
drafts  of  the  parties  who  gave  them,  should  my  bills  be 
eventually  paid  in  Europe. 

In  this  calculation  you  will  perceive,  that  i  make  no 
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mention  of  any  moneys  wfaich  I  suppose  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  Mr  Grand,  because,  for  the  greater  certainty^  I  wiU  on 
the  present  occasion  consider  them -as  equal  to  answer  for 
contingencies  only.  And  on  the  other  hand,  I  will  not 
calculate  the  Interest  to  arise  on  moneys  borrowed  in 
Eucope,  because  alibough  that  object  n^ay  be  stated  as  of 
the  value  of  from^one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred 

# 

thousand  dollars,  yet  to  answer  it,  I  place  first,  the  gen- 
eral system  of  funding  the  public  debts,  and  secondly, 
whatever  small  sums  may  arise  on  the  Dutcii  loan,  sup- 
posing  it  to  have  no  success  worth  counting  on  for  other 
purposes. 

Hence,   therefore,  we  will,  state  the  account  as  of  the 
first  of  the  present  month  thus,. 

Balance  due  for  past  services,  •  .  .  .  ^100,000 
Due  for  bills  of  es^change  drawn,  .  ...  200,000 
Due  to  the  national  bank, 340,000 


640,000 
Add  for  contingencies,       10,000 

j^650,000 
We  come  now  to  the  means  of  making  payment ;  after 
rejecting  all  hope  of  any  material  aid  from  the  Dutch  loan. 
And  they  are  as  follows.  Tbe  taxes  for  the  last  four 
months,  endifig  the  31st  of  January,  amounted  to  some- 
what more  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Towards 
these  taxes,  the  States  of  Delaware,  Jforth  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  have  as  y<et  paid  nothing.  Neither  is  there  any- 
thing paid  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina  within  the  ac- 
count of  those  months.  The  States  of  New  Hampshire, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  Maryland  and  Virginia  l>ave  paid 
very  little,  in  proportion,  to  their  present  ability,  and  the 
VOL.  XII.  59 
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other  four  States  will  all,  by  the  extension  of  peiac^  and 
commeree,  be  in  better  circnrastiMices  for  reremie  llian 
tbey  were  before. 

From  the  States  of  New  York,  Mnrylfldd,  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina,  I  expect  to  derive  very  considerable  re- 
lief; particularly  from  the  first,  by  a  proposed  sale  of  con* 
fiscated  lands.  However,  I  shall  (after  deducting  from  tlie 
probable  increase  of  the  revenue  so  much  as  may  pay  the 
current  expenditures)  calculate  tlie  surplus  and  the  pro- 
posed sales  of  lands,  as  amounting  to  no  mere  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  ddllars,  by  the  end  of  next 
September^  This  then  will  place  the  sum  unprovided  for 
at  tiie  amount  of  fo»r  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
fund  to  pay  it  at  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  month.  That 
fund  will  discharge  the  first  article  above  mentioned,  by 
the  end  of  March ;  and  the  next  thing  to  be  provided  for, 
ie.the  two  hundred,. to  answer  bills  of  exchange  drawn. 

The  intended  provision  for  that  object  is  as  follows ;  I 
shall  borrow  immediately  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
the  bank)  and  direct  purchases  of  tobacco  and  rice,  partly 
with  cash,  partly  on  credit,  and  partly  by  bills  drawn  on  me. 
By  this  means,  I  can  with  that  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars have  the  purchases  made  in  all  March  and  April,  so 
that  the  shipments  to  the  required  amount  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  will  take  ptace^  sortie  in  March,  some  in 
April,  and  aU  of  them- 1  hope  by  the  end  of  May.  The 
taxes  during  April  «nd  May,  will  pay  the  purchases  on 
credit,  and  the  bills  drawn  on  me;  and  the  taxes  in  June 
and  July  will  pay  the  hundred  thousand  dollars  due  to  the 
bank.  By  the  end  of  September,  therefore,  J  may  caiou* 
late  on  a  full  discharge  of  all  these  debts. 

If  the  loan  should  metet  with  success,  my  relief  will  be 
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more  speedy ;  but  you  will  see,  Sir,  from  this  detail,  what 
IS  n^ost  important  to  yoq,  viz }  that  the  funds  will  be  placed 
in  Europe  during  the  months  qf  June  and  July,  to  pay  the 
half  million  of  guilders,  which  I  desire  you  to  provide  for. 
I  suppose  the  mode  of  circuitous  negotiations  to  be  very 
familiar  with  your  bankers,  but  I  would  hint  at  the  follow- 
ing as  practicable.  Suppose  the  Houses  in  Amsterdam  to 
draw  in  the  monlh  of  March  on  Mr  Grand,  at  sixty  days' 
s^ht;  Mr  Grand  might  in  May  draw  on  a  good  House 
in  London  for  his  full  reimbursement,  and  the  House  in 
London  mis^bts  in  like  manner,  reimburse  on  Messrs  Le 
Couteulx  k,  Go.  by  which  time  the  remittances  wouki  ar- 
rive. Or  the  time  might  be  still  farther  extended,  if 
the  Jlouse  in  London  should  reimburse  on  Messrs  Wil- 
Jielm  and  Jan  Willink)  and  they  on  Messrs  Le  Couteulx. 
Or  the  last  hills  might  {)erhaps  be  drawn  on  Mr  Grand 
instead  of  Messrs  Le  Couteulx.  However,  supposing  that 
the  credit  of  those  gentlemen  might  be  useful,  I  have  re- 
quested them  to  aid  your  operations,  should  you  think 
proper  to  ask  their  aid* 

And  now,  my  Dear  Sir,  let  me  before  I  close  this  letter, 
ennreat  of  you  most  earnestly,  that  the  public  credit  just 
beginning  to  revive  be  not  totally  lost  ibr  a  want  pf  an 
effi)rt,  which  is  but  nothing  in  comparison  with  wb^t  we 
have  already  experienced,  and  passed  through  with 
success. 

With  very  sincere  esteem,  yours,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO  THQVAS   JEFFERSON.' 

Office  of  Finance,  February  25th,  1784. 

Sir,  • 

Your  letter  of  tbe  first  instant  reathed  me  but  a  few  days 
since,  and  I  seize  the  earliest  moment  ib  my  power  of 
replying  to  it.  I  shall  reply  also  in  this  letter  to  that  with 
which  I  was  favored  from  Mr  Williamson,  and  pray  both 
him  and  the  commttlee  that  they  will  excuse  it ;  assuring 
them  that  it  proceeds  from  a  desire  of  collecting  aH  I  have 
to  say  on  the  subject  under  one  point  of  view.   - 

It  was  and  is  my  opinion,  and  has  frequently  been  ex- 
pressed, that  the  calls  of  Congress  should  be  confined  to 
the  arrears  of  former  requisitions,  so  long  as  it  can  be  pos- 
sible out  of  such  means  to  defray  the  current  expenditures. 
And  although  it  ha€  been  necessary  to  comprise  a  part  of 
the  expenditures  of  1782  and  1783  within  that  debt,  for 
the  interest  whereof  permanent  funds  have  bedfi  required, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  oppose  any  relinquishment  ofthe 
existing  requisitions.  I  will  not  repeat  the  reasons,  he- 
cause  the  grand  committee  appear  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion.  It  was  evident,  that  if  tiiose  requisitions  should 
produce  more  than  the  current  expenditure,  the  surplus 
would  easily  be  applied  towards  discharging  a  part  of  the 
dAt,  which  arose  during  the  years  1782  and  1783. 

Enclosed,  Sir,  you  will  find  the  required  amount  of  taxes 
received  to  the  end  of  last  year.  But  since  that  period, 
there  have  been  farther  receipts,  and  I  must  observe,  that 
among  these  are  some  small  sums  collected  in  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania  on  the  requisitions  for  1783.  But  these 
are  nevertheless  carried,  in  the  treasury  books,  to  account 
of  the  unsatisfied  requisitions  of  1782. 
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Confining  myself  to  round  numbers,  because  I  presume 
the  committee' would  rather  receive  information  materially 
right  in  season,  than  wait  for  greater  accuracy  at  the  ex- 
pense of  moments,  every  one  of  which  must  be  precious, 
I  lake*  leave  to  mention,  that  the  arrearages  on  the  requisi- 
tions of  1782  and  1783  exceed  eight  millions,  and  that 
one  of  those  eight  miUions  would  pay  the  unfunded  expenr 
ditures  from  the  end  of  1781  to  the  cotmnencement  of  the 
current  year ;  by  which  term  of  unfunded  expenditures 
irsed  for  want  of  a  better,  I  mean  such  part  of  ihfe  public 
debt  as  arose  in  that  year,  and  which  not  having  been  car- 
ried to  the  account  of  the  public  debt,  but  remaining  due 
on  my  official  engagements  and  anticipations,  must  still  be 
provided  for  out  of  the  requisitions.  'There  will  remain, 
therefore,  at  least  seven  millions  for  the  service  of  this 
year,  and  payment  of  a  part  of  the  forrfier  debt,  should  the 
collections  be  so  rapid  as  to  pay  off  the  required  million 
beyond  the  immediate  expenses,  which  I  confess  there  is 
but  little  reason  to  expect.  It  will,  however,  be  useful, 
that  pressing  application  be  made  to  the  States,  to  com- 
plete their  quotas,  under  those  requisitions;  for  if  only  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  were  employed  in  payment  of 
our  funded  debt,  before  January  next,  in  addition  to  the 
provision  for- paying  the  interest,  we  might  then  consider 
the  independence  of  our  country  as  firmly  established.  I 
shall  dwell  no  longer  on  this  subject,  which  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  better  matured  by  the  committee,  than  by  any  of  my 
reflections.  But  lam  bound  to  mention,  Sir,  that,  from 
the  slowness  and  smallness  of  the  collections,  our  finances 
are  in  a  more  critical  situation  than  you  can  easily  coti- 
ceive ;  such  that  I  dare  not  leave  this  place,  ahhough  I  am 
very  desirous  of  paying  my  respects  to  Congress  at  An- 
napolis. 
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As  to  the  vote  of  Septembery  1782,  requiring  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  payment  of  interest 
op  Loan  Office  certificates,  be.  I  have  no  official  infor- 
mation of  what  has  been  done  by  the  States;  some  among 
them  have,  I  believe,  directed  the  Issue  of  certain  other 
kind  of  certificates  for  payment  of  that  interest ;  but  as  the 
acts  do  not  conform  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  I  can- 
not know  what  oondtict  the  Loan  officers  have  pursued. 
It  is  much  to  be  lamwted,  that  (be  States  individually  are 
not  sensible  how  necessary  it  is  to  conform  to  genera!  reg- 
ulations; on  every  occasion,  some  local  convenience  is 
consulted,  and  a  deviation  made,  which  appears  to  be  of 
little  consequence  to  the  general  system,  and  which  is 
nevertheless  important,  and  becomes  injurious  to' jhe  very 
State  by  which  it  was  made.  The  idea  of  an  officer  de- 
pendent only  on  Congress,  amenably  only  to  them,  and 
consequently  obedient  only  to^  orders  derived  from  tlieir 
authority,  is  disagi'eeable  to  each  State,  and  carries  with  it 
the  air  of  restraint.  Every,  sucb  officer,  therefore,  fiods  the 
weight  of  public  opinion  to  contend  with.  But  how  in  a 
continent  so  extensive,  can  that  simplicity  of  administration, 
which  is  essential  to  order  and  economy,  be  introduced, 
unless  such  officers  are  not  only  tolerated,  but  aided  by 
the  legislative  and  executive  authorities?  I  wUl  pursue 
these  ideas  no  further  for  the  present,  because  I  think  the 
opportunity  will  arrive  in  which  the  subject  must  be  con- 
sidered with  more  attention. 

Enclosed,  Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  au  account 
of  the  civil  establishment  of  the  United  States,  together 
with  an  account  of  contingent  expenses  of  the  several  oS- 
ces..  Neither  of  these  is  as  complete  as  could  be  wished, 
though  as  perfect  as  they 'can  at  pr'Csent  be  made.    You 
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will  doubtless  observe,  that  &II  the  offiees  are  not  cotn- 
pieteiy  filled,  and  that  all  the  contingent  expenses  are  not 
brought  info  the  account.  Among  the  latter  omissions  is 
the  contingent  expense  of  our  foreign  nnimsters,  which  will, 
I  am  persuaded,  be  far  from  inconsiderable.  1  have 
thought  it  proper,  also,  to  transmit  to  the  committee  an 
estimate  of  the  sum  at  which  our  oivil  establishment  might 
be  fixed  ;  and  on  this  estimate  1  make  the  following  gene- 
ral  observations.  1st.  That  the  articles  of  contingencies 
therein  mentioned,  are  carried  out  on  conjecture,  and 
therefore  the  sum  total  may  be  somewhat  more  or  less,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  2dly.  That  the  numbers,  titlesy 
and  salaries  of  the  several- officers  being  entirely  in  the  dis- 
position of  Cor^ress,  they  will  add  to  or  diminish  from 
them  as  they  may  think  proper^  wherefore  the  totals  will 
doubtless  be  different  from  what  I  have  stated ;  and  3dly. 
that  3  very  considerable  part  of  this  expense  being  occa- 
sioned by  the  old  accounts,  will  cease  of  itself  when  those 
accounts  are  settled. 

I  proceed  then  to  observe  more  particulnrly  on.  the  ex- 
penses of  the  President's  household.  Isu  That  the  pre- 
sent mode  is  eertainiy  objectionable,  as  I  have  frequently 
had  occasion  to  observe,  and  which  I  now  repeat  with  the 
more  freedom,  as  nothing  which  can  be  said  will  bear  the 
least  personal  applioatron.  My  reasons  are,  1st.  No  per- 
son not  accountable  to  the  United  States  should  be  in- 
vested with  the  right  of  drawing  at  will  on  the  public  treas- 
ury. 2dly.  Every  expenditure  ought,  as  far  as  the  reason 
and  nature  of  things  will  'pprmit,  to  be  ascertained  with 
precision.  Sdly.  A  fixed  salary  being  annexed  to  the 
office  of  President  of  Congress,  he  will  be  more  effectually 
master  of  his  own  household,  aim!  in  consequence  a  greater 
order  and  economy  may  reasonably  be  expected. 
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On  the  expenses  of.the  office  of  Secretary  of  Cougress, 
I  shall  say  nothing.  The  expenses,  the  duties,  and  the 
cares  are  so  ininiediately  under  the  eye  of  Congress  them- 
selves, that  it  would  be  presumptiou.  But  I  would  ob- 
serve, that  to  the  account  of  the  coatingencies  of  ^is  office, 
ought  to  be  carried  the  expense  not  only  of  office  rent, 
stationary,  &cc.  but  also  fuel  for  Congress,  printing  of  the 
journals,  expresses  sent  by  Congress,  and  the  like. 

The  chaplains  of  Congress  receive,  at  present,  at  the 
rate  of  four  hundred  dollar^  each.  If  the  office  be  neces- 
sary, it  ought  to  be  sa  supported  as  that  the  officers  naay  be 
entirely  attached  to  Congress,  and  accompany  them  in 
their  changes,  or  fix  at  their  permanent  place  of  residence ; 
whichever  of  these  modes  shall  eventually  be  adopted,  I 
have  ventured  to  state  their  salaries  at  ope  thousand  dollars 
each;  perhaps  I  am  still  under  the  proper\sum. 

.  On  the  expense  of  the  court  of  appeals  I  c^an  say  neth- 
ing,  because  I  know  not  whether  the  condouance  -  of  it  be 
necessary.  But  I  should  3uppose,  that  if  tluree  gentlemen, 
well  versed  in  the  law  of  nations,  were,  from  the  tenure 
of  their  offices  to  be  always  with  Congress  (so  as  to  >he  con- 
sulted and  employed  when  the  public  aervice  might  require 
it)  such  an  efttablishment  would  be  continued,  if  the  ex- 
pense did  not  exceed  the  utility. 

When  all  our  accounts  sliall  be  settled,  our  debts  either 
paid  or  properly  funded,  and  things  reduced  to  a  peace 
establishment,  the  expenses  of  the  Office  of  Finance  may 
perhaps  be  reduced  about  two  thousand  dollars,-  by  taking 
away  the  salaries  of  the  assistant  and  onexlerk,  and  adding 
somewhat  to  that  of  the  secretary  ;  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances 1  do  not  think  the  number  of  the  officers  can 
be  lessened.     The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  has  often 
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been  mentioned  as  very  high.    This  is  a  subject  on  which 
I  can  speak  with  great  plainness,  and  but  for  the  disagree- 
able situation  of  things  above  mentioned,  I  should  speak  also 
wit4)out  any  personal  reference.     I  humbly  conceive,  that 
the  object  of  Congress  Is  what  it  certainly  ought  to  be,  an 
enlightened  economy;     On  the  powers  of  the  office  I  will 
say  nothing  here,  because  it  would   be  misplaced.     Tiie 
expenses  ol  it  are  and  ought  to  be  great.     Until  we  can 
create  new  beings  we  must  take  mankind  as  they  are ; 
and  not  only  so,  but  we  must  take  them  as  they  are  in  our 
own  country k    'Now  it  is  evident,  that  a  certain  degree  of 
splendor  is  necessary  to  those  wiio  are  clothed  with  the 
higher  offices  of  the  United  Slates.     I  will  venture  to  say, 
that  without  it,  those  officers  do  not  perform  one  of  the 
duties,  which  they  owe  to  their  masters ;  and  I  can  say, 
also,  from  experience  that  a  salary  of  six  thousand  dollars 
does  not  exceed  the  expense  of  that  officer.    I  speak  for 
my   successor,   or  raiher  for  my  country.     Neither  the 
powers  nor  emoluments  of  the  office  have  sufficient  charms 
tp  keep  me  in  it  one  hour  after  1  can  quit  it,  and  I  did  hope 
that  period  would  have  arrived  during  the  next  month. 
Perhaps  it  may.     If  a  man  of  fortune  chooses  to  run  the 
career  of  vanity  or  ambition,  he  will  naturally  wish  the  sal<^ 
arics  of  office  to  be  low,  because  it  must  reduce  the  num* 
her  of  honest  competitors.     I  say  honest  competitors,  be- 
cause those  who  would  make  a  property  of  public  trusts 
will  always  be  indifferent  as  to  the  amount  of  salary,  seeing 
that  with  such  men  it  forms  the  smallest  pecuniary  consid- 
eration.    When  a  liberal  salary  enables  a  man,  not  rich,  to 
live  in  a  style  of  splendor  without  impairing  his  private  for* 
tune,  the  show  he  makes  and  the  respect  attached  to  him 
really   belong  to  the  country  he  serves,  and  are  among  the 
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necessary  trappings  of  her  dignity.  Now  it  has  always 
appeared  to  me  that  true  economy  consists  in  putting  proper 
men  in  proper  places ;  to  which  purpose  proper  salaries  are 
a  previous  requisite.  Here  I  shall  pause,  because  the  re- 
flection  occurs  to  my  mind,  that  [Perhaps  this,  with  many 
other  propositions  equally  true,  will  never  be  duly  felt  until 
an  opposite  conduct  shall  lead  to  disagreeable  conviction. 
]f  indeed  it  were  my  object  to  enforce  this  point,  I  should 
go  no  further  than  the  past  experience  of  Congress,  and 
perhaps  there  might  be  room  for  some  argument  on  the 
actual  state  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Aflfairs.  The  ex- 
penses of  that  office,  as  well. as  of  the  War  Office,  require 
only  a  reference  to  what  has  been  just  mentioned.  The 
expenses  of  the  Treasury  Office  cannot  be  curtailed,  for 
before  the  present  business  can  be  lessened,  that  of  cur 
debt  must  come  forward,  and  there  must  be  some  persons 
to  manage  it,  akhough  the  great  machinery  at  present  enw 
ployed  will  be  unnecessary. 

For  reasons  of  evident  propriety,  1  say  nothing  on  the 
establishment  of  our  foreign  servants^  only  recommending, 
that  as  little  as  possible  be  left  to  the  article  of  contingent 
cies.  Because,  if,  on  the  one  hand,  it  be  just  to  compen* 
sate  extraordinary  and  unexpected  expenses  for  the  public 
service,  it  is  proper,  on  the  other  hand,  to  reduce  within 
the  closest  limits  ol  certainty,  which  the  nature  of  things 
can  permit,  the  amoimt  of  those  burdens  which  the  people 
must  bear.  And  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  contin* 
gencies  are  generally  speaking  a  kind  of  expenses,  which 
though  justified  by  necessity  are  unprovided  for  by  express 
appropriation,  and  which  therefore  ought  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  be  avoided. 

The  last  article  is,  expenses  on  collection  of  the  revenue ; 
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and  it  is  much  10  be  lamented 5  that  this  is  so  heavy  ;  not 
indeed  the  sum  proposed  in  the  estimate,  which  is  tri- 
fling, but  it  will  be  found  on  examination,  that  the  ex- 
pense of  collecting  taxes  in  this  country  is  greater  than  in 
almost  any  other ;  a  serious  misfortune,  and  which  would 
certainly  be  provided  against  if  the  officers  of  the  collec- 
tion  were  nominated  by  authority  of  the  United  States ; 
because  then  those  principles  of  suspicion,  which  have 
already  done  so  much  and  spoken  so  loudly,  would  soon  fix 
upon  a  grievance,  at  present  overlooked,  because  it  forms 
part  of  the  system  favorable  to  vvithliolding  instead  of  col- 
lecting taxes.  It  has  already  been  observed,  that  otficers 
of  the  nature  of  receivers  are  necessary  in  the  several 
States ;  it  is  here  repeated,  and  experience  will  prove  it. 
At  the  same  time  the  committee  will  please  to  take  notice, 
that  the  Loan  officers  are  not  included  in  the  estimate ;  the 
reason  of  which  is,  that  they  can  answer  no  purpose  but 
the  expense  of  the  appointment,  and  the  complicating  of  a 
system  which  ought  to  be  simplified.  An  officer  whose 
duty  it  is  to  urge  collections,  may  do  good  if  he  performs 
that  duty,  but  when  it  is  a  question  of  paying,  means  may 
be  adopted,  which  will  be  more  efifectual,  less  expensive, 
and  infinitely  less  liable  to  fraud.  Not  to  niention  that 
these  means  may  be  such  £s  to  avoid  long  and  intricate 
accounts.  In  fact  (and  I  hope.  Sir,  you  will  excuse  the 
observation)  there  seems  to  have  existed  a  solicitude  how 
to  spend  money  conveniently  and  easily,  but  little  care  bow 
to  obtain  it  speedily  and  efTectually.  The  sums  I  have  pro- 
posed as  fixed  salaries  for  these  officers,  may  at  first  sight 
appear  large,  but  if  the  office  is  to  be  at  all  useful  it  must 
be  in  the  hands  of  a  good  man  who  can  devote  to  it  his 
whole  time  and  attention,  and  who  will  neither  by  his  pri- 
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vate  distresses  nor  by  the  scantiness  of  bis  stipend,  be 
prompted  to  betray  bis  trust,  or  abuse  tiie  confidence  re- 
posed in  him. 

Before  I  close  this  letter,  1  will  toke  the  liberty  further 
to  mention  to  the  committee,  as  a  principal  means  of 
avoiding  many  disagreeable  discussions  relative  to  the 
present  object,  that  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  and  due 
regulations  of  the  post  office,  would  soon  supply  the  funds 
necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  our  civil  establishment. 
The  former  of  these  is  entirely  in  the  power  of  Congress, 
and  I  should  suppose,  that  the  States  could  have  no  rea* 
sonable  objection  to  leave  the  revenue,  which  might  arise 
from  the  second  to  the  disposition  of  Congress  (or  that 
purpose. 

1  pray  you  to  excuse  me,  Sir,  for  troubling  you  with  so 
iong  a  letter,  which  I  will  not  add  to  by  nrnking  an  apolo- 
gy ;  but  assure  you  of  the  respect,  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &lc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


PROPOSED   EXPENSES   OF   THE   CIVII.   LIST. 


President  of  CongresSf  his  hoaseholdi 
His  private  Secretary, 


Secretary  of  CongresSj 
Two  Clerks, 
Meiseoger, 


Contingencies ;  fuel,  stationary,  rent,  &c. 

9 
\ 

QiapUUns  of  Congress^        .... 

Three  Judges  of  Appeals ^  at  2250  dollars  each,    6,750 

Contingencies  daring  their  sittings, 


910,000 

, 

500 

(10,500 

3,000 

1,000 

300 

4,300 

750 
— --      5  050 

~            o,wiv 

2,000 

,    6,750 

150 

6,900 

24,450 


DIPLOMATIC  CO&a£SPOND£NC£.  477 

Superintendent  of  Finanetf        -        •        •  <(6,000 

Assistant, -  1,850 

Secretary, 1,000' 

Clerks,  three,           •        -        .        -        -  1,500 

Messenffer,  .        -        .        -  300 

$10,650 

Contingencies,        ...        -        -  750 

^  11,400 

Minister  cf  Wur,  ....  6,000 

TwoCierks, 1,000 

Meflfleaiier,  300 

^  7,300 

Continffencies,  .        .        .        -  500 

*  7,800 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  -  -  6,000 

Two  Secretaries,  ...  -  2,000 

Messenffer,  ...        -  300 

*  — —    8,300 

Continffencies,  -        -        -  500 

8,800 

OMtroUer  of  the  Treasury  f  -  1,850 

Auditor, 1,000 

Six  Clerks, 3,000 

5,850 

lU^ster, 1,300 

FourCkrkf,       .        -         •         -  -  2,000 

3,200 

TniMiirer,        -  ...  -  1,500 

Clerk, 500 

-— —    2,000 

MMttwn^eir,        -         •         -         -  -  ^00 

11,550 

ContibffenciM,  -  -  l,00d 

12,350 

64  800 
Two  Foreign  Ministers^  at  $10,000  each^  20,000 

Five  ResidenUfWith  C&n^idar  Powers,  a<  6,000,  30,000 

Contingrenoies,  -  -  -  -    10,000 

60,000 

Permanent  expense,  ...  124|800. 

Temporary  Expense, 
A  CottQUMioBflT  of  aeoounts  hwe,  salary  1,500 
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A  CommiBBioner  for  lettUng  old  accouBts  in 

Eoropei  his  clerks,  contingent  expenses, 

Ac.  sappoee* illOjOOO* 

Two  Clerks,  1,000 

Contingencies, 250 


2,750 
Multiply  by  18 


49,500 
59,500 


$184,300 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  I7th,  1784. 
Sir, 

Permit  me,  through  your  Excellency,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  United  States  to  the  situation  of  my 
department.     During  thQ  last  year,  engagements  were 
made  to  a  very   considerable  amount  for  payment  of 
the  army.     This  paytnent  was  effected  by  notes  which 
fell  due  the  end  of  last  year^  and  the  commencement  of 
this.     The  funds  at  my  disposal  were  unequal  to  the 
discharge  of  them.     I  was,  therefore^  under  the  neces- 
sity of  drawing  bills  on  the  credit  of.  the  loan  in  Hol- 
land.    The  information  I  had  received  from   the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  the  management  of  it,  gave  me  hopes 
that  funds  sufScient  to   discharge  thos^  bills  were  in 
their  hands  ;  for  in  the  months  of  Apvil,  May,  June  and 
July,  they  had  received  and  distributed  obligations  for 
one  million  one  hundred  and  thirtysix  thousand  florins. 
But  from  causes,  which  will  readily  suggest  themselves 
to  Congress,  that  loan,  which  had  taken  a  rapid  start 
at  the  peace,  began   to  decline   in  August  and  stood 
still  during  all  November.     It  has  happened,  therefore, 
that  bills  to  the  amount  of  one  million   three  hundred 
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and  twentyfive  thousand  florins,  equal  at  the  current 
exchange  to  five  iiundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
are  protested  for  non-acceptance.  Should  they  come 
back  protested  for  non-payn^ent,  the  consequences  will 
be  easily  imagined. 

For  about  a  month  past  I  have  been  in  the  expecta- 
tion, that  this  disagreeable  event  would  happen,  aqd 
whether  it  will  or  not  is  yet  undetermined.  My  last 
advices  from  the  gentlemen  who  have  the  management 
of  the  loan  are  in  a  letter  of  the  22d  of  December ;  by 
which  they  telU  me,  "we  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
repeat,  that  since  our  last  till  the  present  moment,  our 
prospects  are  not  very  much  increased  ;  however,  we 
are  not  quite  without  hopes,  and  have  determined,  if 
we  cannot  do  otherwise,  to  sacrifice  some  more  pre- 
mium to  the  undertakers,  which  if  we  do,  we  will 
charge  to  the  account  of  the  United  States.  We  think 
ourselves  fully  authorised  to  do  this  by  the  circum- 
stances, since  without  the  biJIs  going  back,  it  is 
certain  that,  besides  the  disappointment  and  the  dis- 
credit it  would  give  to  the  government  bills,  the 
expenses  attending  the  returns  will  be  much  more 
burdensome.  We  have  almost  no  prospect  of  getting 
the  money  without  such  a  sacrifice,  and  only  hope  it 
will  answer  your  views."  Enclosed  you  have  the 
account  current  with  these  gentlemen,  as*  sketched  out 
by  the  register  for  information  ;  by  which  it  appears, 
that  they  had  in  their  hands  a  balance  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fortyseven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty current  guilders  on  the  3 1st  of  October  last,  and 
by  the  subordinate  account,  number  five,  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  my  bills  exceed  that  balance  by  one  million 
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fire  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twent3'nine  florins;  but  from  this  a  deduction  is  to  be 
made  for  some  tobacco  shipped  to  them,  the  account  of 
sales  whereof  is  not  yet  come  to  hand.  They  have, 
however,  accepted  of  my  bills  beyond  the  amount  of 
their  funds,  and  still  there  are  to  the  value  of  one  mil- 
lion three  hundred  and  twentyfive  thousand  florins 
protested  for  non-acceptance.  In  order,  however,  that 
Congress  may  possess  as  full  a  view  of  things  as  pos* 
sible,  I  will  suppose,  for  the  present,  that  by  making  a 
sacrifice  of  premium  the  funds  for  discharging  these 
bills  may  be  obtained.  I  must  also  mention  here,  to 
obviate  what  might  be  suggested,  that  the  remittances 
to  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  and  Mr  Grand  will  be  found 
accounted  for  in  their  accounts,  but  time  WiU  uot  per- 
mit going  into  all  those  details  at  present. 

Supposing  then  the  funds  to  be  obtained  for  payment 
of  these  bills,  the  interest  falling  due  the  beginning  of 
June  next,  will  amount  to  two  hundred  thousand  flo* 
rins,  equal  at  the  current  exchange  to  }S0,000 

By  the  enclosed  state   of  payments 

just  received  from  Mr  Grand  it  will 

appear,  that  on  the  5lh  of  Novem- 
ber, there  is  payable  -at  his  House 

the  sum  of  one  million  six  hundred 

thousand  livres,  equal  at  the  current 

exchange  to  820,000 


11400,000 

Thus  you  will  find,  that  on  the  best  supposition   which 

cAn  be  made,  there  is  to  be  paid  in  Europe  during  this  year 

four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  over  and  above  the  salaries 
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of  foreign  Ministers  and  their  Goniingent  expenses.  There 
is  dso  to  be  paid  fbe  Airtber  sum  of  one  hundred  tboqsaod 
dollarsy  due  in  this  country  on  engagements  taken  for  the 
public  service  during  the  last  and  preeeot  year,  besides 
notes  in  circulation,  wbieh  may  probably  be  absorbed  by  the 
taxes,  between  this  end  the  1st  of  May  next.  Thus  tliere 
is  a  deficiency  of  half  a  million  to  be  firovided  for  by  the 
taxes  from  the  1st  of  May,  to  which  must  be  added  sun- 
dry debts  of  the  last  year  not  yet  adjusted,  and  which  oan^ 

not  therefore    be  estimated,  but  which  may   amount  to 

» 

between  one  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  more. 
And  to  all  this  must  be  added  the  current  expenses,  which 
Congress  will  best  be  able  to  ascertain. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  view  of  things  upon  the  fairest  side,  but 
if  the  bills  noted  for  nonnicceptance  come  back,  a  scene 
will  (ben  be  opened,  whiqh  it  is  better  for  you  to  conceive 
than  for  tne^to  describe.  The  delay  of  the  States  in  pass- 
ing the  laws  for  granting  revenue  to  fund  our  debts  has 
left  the  above  mentioned  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  totally-  unprovided  for;  and  I  cannot  see  the  least 
probability  that  this  general  concurrence  will  be  obtained 
in  season  to  make  that  provision.  I  beg  leave,  therefore, 
to  suggest  the  expedient  that  the  produce  of  the  requisi- 
tions for  1782  and  1763  be  partly  appropriated  to  tliat 
payment,  and  tliat  tlie  money  be  replaced  from  tlie  proper 
funds  whon  obtained..  But  whatever  mode  may  be 
adopted.  Congress  will  doubtless  be  struck  with  this  tiH^rtb* 
that  unless  the  States  can  be  stimulated  into  exertion,  and 
that  speedily,  everything  must  fall  into  confusion.  I  will 
not  pretend  to  anticipate  the  evil  consequences.  Having 
stated  the  facts  I  have  done  my  duty. 

1  must,  however,  pray  a  moment's   indulgence  to  men- 

VOL.   XII.  61 
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tion,  that  the  accoifnts  of  the  last  year  would  iiare  beeu 
rendered  by  this  time,  but  as  I  hare  not  relinquished  the 
hope  of  being  able  to  quit  this  office  soon,  I  have  rather 
desired  to  be  able  to  complete  all  the  accounts  of  my  ad- 
ministration, ft  will  give  me  infinite  pleasure,  if,  when  I 
have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  Confess  these  accounts 
with  my  commission,  I  shtill  find  them  in  circumstances  as 
prosperous  as  those  under  which  I  accepted  it  were  ad- 
verse. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO     JACOB     READ,     MEMBER     OF     A     COMMITTEE     OF 

CONGRESS.  ' 

Office  of  Finance,  March  30th,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
14th  instant ;  which  sliould  have  been  done  sooner,  but 
that  I  have  been  much  engaged,  and  indeed  the  accounts 
you  ask  for,  and  which  are  enclosed,  required  time  to  be 
completed.  I  shall  expect  the  papers  which  relate  to  Mr 
Gillon  by  the  first  good  opportunity. 

With  respect  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  I  cannot 
presume  to  say  anything  about  it,  unless  it  should  be  offi- 
cially referred  to  me,  which  indeed  would  seem  to  be  the 
regular  mode  of  proceeding  in  matters  of  that  sort,  but  I 
am  far  from  desirous  of  sucli  reference,  and  therefore  if 
Congress  are  prepared  to  decide,  I  am  perfectly  con- 
tent. So  long  as  I  am  in  their  service  I  shall  endeavor  to 
carry  their  measures  into  effect. 

I  am  perfectly  in  opinion  with  the  committee,  that  the 
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QFrears  should  be  demaoded  before  new  requisitions  are 
made ;  and  if  1  were  to  iiint  anything  like  advice,  it  should 
be  that  Congress  slate  clearly  the  evils  which  arise  from 
their  inability  to  enforce  the  payments. 

The  desire  that  Loan  officers  may  issue  certificates  I 
have  long  known,  and  I  know  also,  that  it  originates  in 
«  desire  to  elude  actual  by  making  nominal  payments. 
However,  it  occurs  to  me  that  a  mode  might  be  fallen  upon 
to  conciliate  this  object  with  the  public  interest.  1  consider 
the  Loan  offices  as  a  very  unnecessary  burden  on  the 
community,  and  I  think  they  ought  to  be  got  rid  of,  for  I 
am  sure  that  the  whole  business  might  be  better  done  at 
one  tenth  of  the  expense,  besides  the  advantage  of  leaving 
no  unsettled  accounts  behind.  If  ihe  Stales  will  act  with 
rigor  and  booesty  on  the  present  occasion,  there  would  be 
no  difficulty,  I  should  suppose,  in  negotiating  with  the 
several  banks  to  make  actual  efiecttve  payment.  But  you 
may  be  sure  they  will  not  undertake  anything  unk^ss  they 
have  a  solid  reliance  on  the  revenues.  Now  this  is  pre- 
cisely what  Congress  ought  to  desire,  for  if  they  are  pre- 
vailed on  to  cause  the  issue  of  paper  money  by  their  offi** 
cers,  the  States  may  as  heretofore  neglect  the  means  of 
redeeming  it,  and  then  all  the  blame  falls  upon  Congress. 
Indeed  they  would  well  deserve  it.  For  why  need  they 
attempt  to  accommodate  the  States  in  the  manner  proposed  ? 
Think  you  the  Legislatures  will  be  more  solicitous  to  save 
the  public  faith  than  to  quiet  the  clamors  of  their  own  cit- 
izens ?  For  my  part  I  am  persuaded  that  they  will  not, 
and  I  cannot  but  think  that  an  address  to  the  public  credi- 
tors, charging  the  fault  where  it  is  justly  chargeable,  would 
be  more  useful  than  mere  temporary  palliations  of  their 
distress.     On  the  whole  I  think  it  best  for  Congress  to 
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adhere  as  much  a«  possible  to  great  ofotiines^  and  to  avoid 
d^taiU.  Those  should  be  left  to  the  Mtrnster  of  Finaoee. 
If  be  IS  an  able  arid  honest  man  he  wilt  do  well^  and  if  the 
thing  be  well  done  all  is  right.  If  be  be  unequal  to  his 
duties,  the  blame  of  wrong  Pleasure's  wiH  fall  upon  hirn. 
But  if  Congress  do  liis  work)  then  unless  their  work  be 
more  than  humanly  perfect,  they  will  undoubtedly  com- 
promise  themselves^  I  say  these  (hinga  to  you  in  a  con- 
viction of  the  truth  of  whdt  I  sajr^  and  with  a  perfect 
indifference  as  to  any  personal  considerations.  If  I  ean 
get  out  of  office  1  will,  and  if  I  cannot  I  will  never  ask 
Congress  for  a  confidence  they  do  not.  finish  to  repoke. 

I  am  very  much  obl^ed^  my  DtHf  Sir,  by  your  kind 
and  confidential  communfcationi  and  reply  to  it,  as  you  see, 
witli  full  confidence.  If  I  were  in  a  situatton  to  converse 
with  you  on  the  state  of  our  af{atrs,  I  should  be  glad  to  do 
it,  but  the  limits  of  a  letter  will  not  [lermit  the  oaying  wfa«t 
is  necessary  on  so  extensive  a  subjecti  I  find  tliat  Goo* 
grass  are  in  the.  habit  of  passing  resolutions^  whieh  relate  to 
my  department,  without  a  reference ;  I  am  sol-ry  for  it,  be- 
eiause  som^  of  them  are.  inconvenient  tome,  and  others 
wiU  I  fear  be  found  dangerous^  However^  tfaey  are  the 
best  Judges  of  what  is  for  the  public  interest,  and  dtiereibre 
I  shall  avoid  as  much  as  possible  all  reraoiistranee. 
I  am,,  very-  sincerely^  yt»ir  cnost  obedient,  £10. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO  THOMAS    JfiVFBBSOIV. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  8th,  1764. 

Sir, 

i  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  rqe  the  booor 
to  write  on  the  30tb  of  last  month,  for  which  I  pray  you  to 
accept  my  thanks.  The  circular  letter,  a  copy  of  which 
you  enclosed,  has  my  entire  approbation,  and  I  pray 
leave  to  assure  the  committee,  that  while  I  am  favored 
with  the  firm  support  of  Congress^  I  shall  not  shrink  from 
the  diffictihies,  however  gr^at,  wkh  which  we  are  threat- 
ened. 

The  idea  of  applying  to  the  banks  for  aid,  is  in  itself  a 
good  onO)  but  the  present  moment  is  unfavorablei  The 
estabKsbment  of  so  many  banks  instead  of  aiding  credit, 
and  facilitating  operations,  will  for  some  lame  to  come  have 
a  contrary  effect,  and  it  is  not  without  great  difiicuity,  that 
they  will  each  collect  a  capital  sufficient  to  support  its  own 
operations.  The  struggle  to  get  such  capital,  places  these 
institutions  in  a  degree  of  opposition  to  each  others  injurious 
to  them  ail.  Witlmut  going  more  minutely  into  that  part 
of  the  subject,  I  take  the  liberty  to  observe  further,  tbait  as 
we  had  no  mint  established  when  the  treaty  of  peace  took 
place,  and  consequently  no  proper  regulation  of  onr  coin, 
a  great  part  of  it  was  immediately  exported,  and  the  coun- 
try being  now  laden  with  foreign  goods,  and  having  but 
little  means  of  payment  with  pr4)dtice)  stiU  further  exporta- 
tioQS  of  coin  will  take  place^  especially  if  by  the  return  of. 
the  public  bills  so  great  an  additional  remittance  becomes 
necessary. 

1  sbali  kave  vU  observations  'iip(nii  this  naatter  to  Uie 
jood  sense  of  tbe  oocnroittee,  and  proceed  to  menfion 
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further,  that  if  the  abilities  of  the  several  banks  were  ever 
so  great,  we  caonot  rely  much  on  their  inclinations,  unless 
their  respective  directors  rotild  clearly  see  a  prospect  of 
speedy  reinnbursenient  from  the  taxes.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
matter  of  much  deKcacy,  to  make  any  proposals  to  them 
on  the  part  of  government ;  for  which  and  for  other  evident 
reasons,  I  pray  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  leaving  all 
such  negotiations  to  the  Superintendent  of  Finance.  That 
officer  has  already  sufficient  powers  to  do  everything,  ex- 
cept granting  premiums  for  the  loans  proposed,  and  with 
respect  to  them,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  none  ought 
to  be  given  ;  but  if  in  the  last  necessity  that  step  should  be 
unavoidable,  he  may  then  apply  for  authority.  This  I 
conceive  to  be  better  than  vesting  him  beforehand  wiifa 
such  extensive  power  J  for  the  committee  will  be  pleased  to 
observe,  that  as  the  laws  of  the  several  States  have  fixed 
the  rate  of  interest,  .premiums  on  loans,  which  in  their 
effect  raise  the  rate  of  interest,  would  be  exceptionable  as 
well  as  odious.  It  is  true,  that  tlie  situation  of  affairs  is 
very  disagreeable,  but  it  is  better  lo  bear  up  and  struggle 
bard  against  present  difficu-lties  than  lay  the  foundation  of 
future  evils. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &lc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THB    PASSIPBNT  OV    CONaRBSS. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  29th,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  com- 
missioner for  settling  the   aceoonts   of  Cofinecticuty 
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together  with  the  «opy  of  a  receipt  which  was  en- 
closed in  it,  and  the  original  of  which  is  returned  to 
the  commissioner.  Before  I  make  any  observations 
on  this  extract  I  take  the  present  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining a  part  of  my  conduct,  which  has  I  know 
given  some  offence. 

Previous  to  the  acceptance  of  my  office  I  was  natu- 
rally  led  to  examine  the  ground  on  which  I  should  be 
brought  to  act.  I  clearly  saw  that  great  confusion  had 
been  introduced  into  the  public  affairs,  not  merely 
from  defects  in  former  plans,  but  from  a  great  negli- 
gence in  those  to  whom  the  Execution  had  been  com- 
mitted. For  although  the  general  arrangements  were 
in  some  respects  defective,  as  is  the  case  with  all 
human  institutions,  yet  those  who  were  in  any  degree 
culpable  had  taken  care  to  charge  the  fault  on  such 
deficiencies  by  way  of  excusing  themselves.  Congress 
will  perceive  at  a  single  glance,  that  where  boards  or 
committees,  perpetually  changing,  and  whose  members 
are  not  accountable,  are  charged  with  the  superintend^ 
ence  of  a  general  system,  and  the  subordinate  agents 
rendered  accountable  to  thorn,  it  is  vain  to  expect  that 
steady,  severe,  and  attentive  administration,  which  can 
alone  secure  the  public  welfare.  Experience  had 
shown,  that  this  radical  evil  produced  shameful  negli- 
gences in  the  executive  departments,  the  mischiefs  of 
which  are  felt  at  the  present  hour.  Affairs  were  so 
complicated  that  it  was  hardly  possible  to  say  who  was 
in  fault ;  and  while  every  individual  officer  took  care 
to  excuse  himself  the  blame  wa$  placed  on  Congress  ; 
from  whom  of  all  others,  if  the  future  interests  of 
America  be  consulted,  it  ought  to  be   removed.     The 
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expense  which  attends  the  settlement  of  the  -old  ae* 
eeunts  is  the  least  mischief  whioh  has  resulted. 

This  view  of  oar  situation  reiitiered  it  tneeesaary  finr 
me  to  stipulate,  that  I  sheuid  be  invei^tcd'with  4Rfiple 
jpow&tSf  and  induced,  also>  the  determinatimi  1q  avoid 
as  much  as  possible,  the  employing  of  persons  ^v^ho  had 
poUic  accounts  unsettled.  My  fsuhsequent  experience 
hns  shown,  that  if  this  determi nation  had  been  uaiyer- 
s&Hy  adhered  to,  it  would  have  tended  much  1q  t^e 
establishment  of  that  regularity,  which  has  oenatantly 
been  kept  m  view.  From  frequent  information  I  was 
cenvineed,  that  many  of  tlic  loan  officers  had  not  oos- 
duoted  their  business  lisceording  to  the  modes  pre- 
scribed, and  had  indeed  neglected  «ven  to  nsake  those 
returns,  which  had  been  from  the  beginning  required. 
This  was  an  additional  reason  for  placing  ithe  ireeeipt 
of  the  continental  taxes  in  other  hands.  And  when  it 
was  coBsideped^-ihstt  (these  gentlemen  would  be  con*- 
stantly  pressed  for  the  payment  of  interest,  that  whioh 
was  necessary  in  the  case  with  :some  became  proper 
with  respect  to  all.  This  oonduict,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned,  gave  ofiende  to  some,  'but  as  no  regular 
accusation  has  ever  been  brought  I  shall  go  no  farther 
into  a  defence  of  the  measure ;  m}'  object  being  as  well 
to  point  at  future  operations  as  to  explain  the  pasl. 

I  will  mot  go  into  -a  detail  of  the  modes  formerly 
prescribed  for  keeping  the  Loan  Office  aiceounts.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  very  iew  of  the  officers  have  oon* 
formed  to  them.  The  instructions  for  settling  ti>e 
accounts  are  before  Congress^  and  the  enclosed  extract 
shows  that  they  cannot  be  efieetually  adhered  to ;  and 
consequently  that  a  prineipa)  object  in  the  >selt1emenit 
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of  the  «ecouiits  will  noi  be  effected.  I  prajr  leavei 
ther^forey  again  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  Cqngress 
a  report  made  on  the  3d  of  September  (r<m  the  Office 
of  Finanqe.  Not  that  it  is  desircHJl  that  the  United 
States  shpuld  adopt  the  resolution  there  proposed,  but 
mere>y  that  it  may  serve  as  a  groundwork  on  which 
to  establish  spme  Act  which  may  piiovc  effectM^ai.. 

It  is  perha|)s  a  favorite  object  to  keep^up  the  estab*- 
lishment  of  the  Loan  offices,  but  I  ^UjSt  qn  this  occa- 
sion repeat  what  I  have  so  often  declared,  that  it  is  an 
expensive  and  a  pernicious  establishment,  without  be* 
ing  attended  with  a  single  good  effect  to  compensate 
the  mischiefs*     I  shall  not,  however,  trouble  Congress 

r 

with  my  reasons  on  that  subject,  because  I  think  it  my 
duty  to 'bear  witness  against  them.  I  know  the  pro- 
gress of  all  reformations  to  be  slow,  and  that  expe- 
rience is  the  most  certain  teacher. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CON.GEBSS* 

Office  of  Finance,  May  6th,  17B4. 

Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  resolutions  of  the  28tb  of  April, 
and  2d  of  May,  1783, 1  hove  made  the  various  engage-> 
ments  ihen  in  contemplation,  and  my  late  letters  to  Con- 
gress will  sliow  that  some  of  those  engagenients  to  (he 
amount  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  still  remain  to 
be  fulfilled.  Congress  will  be  pleased  also  tp  observe 
that  their  late  arrangements  with  respect  to  foreign  offieersi 
form  an  object  of  about  fifty  thousand  dollars,  including  the 
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grant  of  ten  thousand  to  Baron  Steuben.  Notwithstanding 
this  and  the  constant  demands  for  current  service,  I  am 
not  without  liopes'that  ifaU'the  hilts  oh  Holhind  be  paid,  I 
shall  in  the  course  of  the  sunimisr  be  able  to  quit  my  sta- 
tion. Havrng  been  informed  (though  not  ofecially)  that 
Congress  intend  to  adjourn  in  the  beginning  of  next  nuymb, 
I  am  humbly  to  request  that  they  would  in  such  case  be 
pleased  to  take  eventual  arrangements  for  administering 
their  finances.  And  I  am  the  more  soiieitoas  on  this  sub- 
ject, lest  through  the  want  of  such  arrangements  some 
injury  should  hoppen  to  the  public  sen^ice  when  I  retire. 

I  hope  Congress  will  indulge  me  also  in  mentioning, 
that  no  Committee  has  been  appointed  to  inspect  into  the 
conduct  ofmy  department.     It  would  give  me  particular 
pleasure  that  measures  were  taken  on  that  subject  also. 
With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  itc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    MARQ,UIS    DE    LAFAYETTE. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  19th,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
By  the  opportunity  which  your  friend,  Mr  Constable, 
offers,  I  now  acknowledge  ihe  receipt  of  your  several  fa- 
vors of  the  26tli  of  December,  10(h  of  January,  and  9th  of 
March  last.  Accept,  I  pray  you^  of  my  sincere  thanks  for 
them  all.  1  also  enclose  for  your  perusal  the  copies  of  my 
letters  to  Congress,  of  the  16ih  of  April  and  of  this  date. 
To  these  I  add  their  resolutions  of  the  3d  instant,  which 
will  I  hope  prove  agreeable  to  you.  If  I  have  not  trans- 
mitted the  copies  of  or  extracts  from  your  letters  to  Con- 
gress so  soon  as  they  were  received,  you  must  attribute  it 
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to  circumstances  which  i,  on  the  spot,  could  best  judge  of, 
and  which  is  not  worth  while  to  mention. 

In  pursuance  of  what  I  liave  just  now  said  to  CongresSi 
I  shall  proceed  to  request  your  exertions  for  establishing  a 
free  port  at  the  Isle  of  France  or  Bourbon.  You  will 
easily  obtain  sufficient  information  in  Europe  to  direct  your 
applications  on  this  subject,  and  Mr  Constable  wiJl,  I  think, 
be  able  to  give  you  some  useful  information  as  to  the  con- 
sequences of  it  upon  this  country.  1  confess,  that  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  the  probable  means  of  estabUshing  at 
that  port,  tlie  most  extensive  and  usefiil  commerce  with 
India,  that  has  ever  yet  existed.  To  France  and  to  Ame- 
rica it  will  be  most  particularly  useful,  because  we  shall 
trade  freely  and  without  risk  to  such  port,  and  you  will  un> 
doubtedly  furnish  us  with  all  those  articles  of  India  goods, 
whicti  we  should  otherwise  go  in  search  of  to  India,  or 
procure  from  other  nations.  This  will  form  an  object  of 
near  twenty  millions  of  Yivres  annually,  or  calculating  both 
the  export  and  import  cargoes,  it  will  amount  to  about 
thirty  millions,  and  consequently  cannot  be  less  than  6ve 
millions  clear  advantage  to  France ;  and  if  it  be  consid- 
ered, that  this  is  so  much  taken  from  her  commercial  rival, 
we  may  estimate  it  as  being  an  object  of  ten  millions  an- 
nually. Such  being  the  importance  of  it  with  respect  to 
America,  what  may  we  not  calciilate  on  for  the  other 
countries,  who  may  incline  to  trade  thither  ?  But  besides 
this  great  commercial  consideration,  there  are  others  of  a 
political  nature ;  such  as  the  increase  of  your  seamen  ;  the 
advantage  of  a  place  of  arms,  marine  arsenal,  &c.  in  that 
critical  position.  These  I  shall  not  dwell  upon,  because  I 
do  not  wish  to  go  out  of  my  depth. 

Returning  then  to  a  commercial  view  of  the  subject,  I 
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conskler  it  as  almost  certain,  that  Airieriea  wayld  Bod  k 

more  advantageous  to  trade  whli  that  port  than  to  go  on  to 

ladia:^  and  benee  I  draw  one  very  strong  inferenoe,  diat 

we  should  not  only  be  by  that  means  brought  into  a  closer 

(loiitical  connexkm  ivith  Fraoct.  but  thai  France  would 

hold  a  fiMicl]  larger  share  of  all  our  other  tonunerce,  than 

she   would  wHIkiuc  siicb  an  establishment.       I  will  not 

tfouble  yoo  with  my 'reasons,  because  i  think  they  wiM  not 

eeeape  you.  .  ^i  before  I  close  my  letter  I>  most  observe, 

that  nhiiough  this  commerde  may  and  Undoubtedly  will 

yiield  yt>u  a-revenue,  yet  there  is  danger  io  beginning  with 

re^'enue  too  soon.     Let  the  port  be  first  *roadi}  >  free  to  all 

ilie  world,  and  lot  good  and  inteUi^nt  commissioners  or 

intendants  be  appointed  to  transmit  information  of  the  com- 

mbree  carried  on.     If  there  be  no  duties,  iliere  will  be  no 

ikJse  entries  ;  and  thtis  iu  two  or  three  years  the  Court  will 

ke  able  to  act  with  their  «yes  open  ;  and  in<  the  meantime 

the  enriohing'bf  your  own  subjects  is  always  af  sufficient 

consequence,  even  if  revenue  be  pot  entirely  out  of  tiie 

question.     If  on  the  other  hand^you  only  free- the  port  by 

l^lT.es^and  ledve  it  subject  to  duties  and  restrtttioos,  tlie 

domuierce-«miy  never  take  itsicoonse  that  way  ;  and  always 

remember,  thnt  the  commission  rocpived  by  your  nier- 

ch'dititsjfon)  such  a  commerce  is' alone  of  v»st  importance. 

I  am,  S'lTi  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   THE  OOVfiftKOJH  07   BADPS  iI8tLA9ri>. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  31st,  1784. 

Sir, 

That  my  officiatl  existence  bon  been  jMroloo^d  to  tbe 
phiMent  iRiomeDt  arises  fram  the  dilatonneas  of  the 
Stales  in  providing  m«ins  to  discharge  thone  engage^ 
menifSy  whioh  I  had  taken  far  their  benefit  at  the 
pressing  liiistaoce  of  Congress*  1  bope  your  flxcei^ 
leiicy  will  believe  me  when  I  seriously  assnte  you^ 
that  the  i;reatftst  advocates  for  a  change  cannot  more 
earnestly  desire  ipny  dismission  than  I  myself  ilo*  I 
hope  thilt  their 'sinieerity  and  mine  will  speedily,  be 
pttt'to  the  trial.  They^  by  granting  money,  and  I  bgr 
resigning,  ison  ibeat  evimee  ihaJL  our  professions  ane 
founded  in  .truth.  Thus^  Sit*,  it  has  bappened,  that 
the  reason^  lor  granting  money  to  ithe  Uiiidn  have 
acquired  an  additional  weight  from  considerations  per« 
sonal  tb  Me^  and  perhaps  in  the  only  way  in  which 
I  could  have  given  to  them  any  efficacy. 

Whatever  sinister  causes  may  have  been  suggested 
to  bivalidate  my  former  applicaltonsi,'  I  humbly  hope, 
that  at  this  period  my  earnest  entreaty  to  comply  with 
the  requisitions  of  Congress  for  funding  the  public 
debt  will  be  considered  as  flowing  from  a  conviction, 
thatit  is  a  measure  necessary  to  the  peace  and  happi- 
ness 4>f. our.  country.  To  me  it  can  ;pr>pduce  neither 
honor,  ( nor  power  nor  .profit.  The  advantage  I  m^y 
derive  will  be  common  with  all  my  fellow  citiz^n^i 
asMi  I  shall 'share,  .also,  the  burden  in  common  with 
them.  'But  the  numerous. class  of  sufferers  in  whpse 
partktilarfiivor.that.bunden.iBito  be  sustained,,  wilj^J 
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hope,  meet  with  an  advocate  in  every  bosom«  Jus- 
tice, policy,  humanity,  press  the  'measure  upon  our 
feelii\gs  and  reflection  ^  and  if  it  be  objectionable,  let 
it  be  considered  how  seldom  any  human  plans  are 
formed,  to  which  objections  may  ocit  be  made.  Our 
union,  necessary  as  it  is  to  our  existence^  is  still  liable 
to  objections.  And  government,  without  which  we 
cannot  participate  in  the  benefits  of  Society,  will  al- 
ways in  something  or  other  give  room  for  clamor  and 
discontent. 

I  hope.  Sir,  this  application  from  me  will  be  at  least 
excused.  It  is  the  last.  It  is  the  general  result  of 
what  I  feel  to  be  my  duty.  Those  who  come  after 
me  will,  I  hope,  have  that  •  influence,  which  1  have 
not ;  and  succeed  where  I  have  failed.  But  whether 
they  succeed  or  whether  they  fail,  they  cannot  more 
earnestly  desire  the  good  of  America  than  I  do. 
1  am,  &DC. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    M»    m   MASBOIS,   OHARGE   D^AFT AIRES   FROM 

FRAKCB. 

*       « 

Office  of  Finance,  August  17th,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  had  yesterday  the  honbr  t^  receive  your  letter  of 
the  15lh,  by  which  I  percetve  that  you  misunderstood 
me  a  little  in  the  conversalioh  Bllude<!  to.  On  that 
occasion,  Sir,  I  expressed  my  intention  to  take 
arrangements  for  the  payment  of  four  hmidred  thcHi- 
sand  livrcs,  being  the  interest  due  in  Nbvember  next, 
upon  the  loan  of  ten  million  livres^  guarantied  by  bis 
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Most  Christian  Majesty ;  but  I  could  not  have  told 
3^ou  that  they  vrerd  actually  taken,  because  that  is  not 
the  fact*  Indeed  I  did  expect,  that  certain  attach* 
ments  which  have  been  laid  upon  the  property  of  the 
United  States  in  France  would  have  been  taken  off; 
and  that  in  consequence  of  orders  formerly  given,  Mr 
Grand  would  have  received  through  Mr  Barclay  the 
necessary  funds.  Should  this  be  the  case  he  will  pay 
that  interest  of  course,  having  already  done  so  last 
year,  in  pursuance  of  a  general  authority  to  that  effect. 
If,  however,  the  suspense  occasioned  by  those  attach- 
ments should  cause-  any  delay,  the  King's  Ministers 
who  were  long  ago  informed  of  them,  will  doubtless 
excuse  the  inconveniences  which  may  result  from  it. 
The  arrangements  now  to  be  formed  must  be  in  a 
double  sen^e  eventual,  and  depend  not  only  upon  the 
fate  of  the  attachments,  but  also  upon  the  state  of 
those  funds,  which  may  be  in  Europe  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

I  should  be  happy,  Sir,  in  the  opportunity  of  satis- 
fying your  desire,  to  be  informed  of  the  measures 
taken  with  respect  to  those  sums,  which  the  King  was 
pleased  to  lend,  and  which  (with  the  interest  accruing 
thereon)  are  payable  at  the  several  epochas  specified 
for  the  purpose  in  the  conventions  made  on  that  sub- 
ject, between  our  respective  Ministers  ;  but  not  having 
received  the  orders  of  the  United  States  in  Congress, 
I  cannot  presume  to  anticipate  what  they  may  think 
proper  to  say.  I  will  immediately  do  myself  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  his  Excellency,  the  President^ 
a  copy  of  your  letter ;  and  as  I  cannot  doubt,  that  both 
those  measures  which  they   have   already  taken,  and 
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those  which  they  may  hereafter  adopt,  otufl  be  fQf" 
fectly  consistent  witli  their  honor,  I  shell  indulge  the 
hope,  that  they  will  meet  the  approbation  of  their 
august  ally. 

I  have  the  honor  fo  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  TAB   PBESIDSNT    09   COKO«ES$* 

Office  of  Finance,  September  30th,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  bad  tlie  honotf  of  rnentiooing^  to  Congress,  upon  tlie  4ib 
of  Mny,  the  advices  then  just  received  from  Holland,  and 
to  pray  their  sentiments  upon  the  loan,  which  Mr  Adains 
bad  (upon  a  view  of  all  circumstanees)  found  k  necessary 
to  open*  I  was  the  miore  aexiotB  on  tbb  subject,  as  1  saw 
a  probability  of  the  speedy  completion  of  tliis  loon  tor  two 
rainioiB  of  guilders,  and  therefore  if  not  approved  of,  no 
time  should  have  been  lost  in  stepping  the  further  progress. 

Since  writing  that  letter,  I  have  received  the  scheme  of 
the  kum,  and  the  copy  of  the  obligation,  both  of  whicih  are 
here  enclosed  for  the  inspectbn  and  conpideratioo  of  the 
United  Smies  in  Congress*  It  is  probable,  that  not  oiJy 
this  icon,  but  alsQ  the- fanner  loan  of  five  millions  will  botli 
be  filled  before  any  determinations  of  Congress  can  arvH^ 
in  Europe ;  for  the  concurrence  pf  niany  Slates  to  the 
measures  proposed  by  Congress,  aiKl  the  resolutions  of 
several  legislative  bodies  expressing  their  sense  of  the  nc- 
^ssfty  of  enaUing  the  United  States  punctually  end  honor- 
ably to  discharge  their  engagenoents  have  raanhnated  that 
credit,  which  for  <evident  Feaeons  had  languiebed  and  died 
away. 
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The  public  accounts  will  sufficiently  explain  the  situation 
of  money  niatters,  and  the  gentleman  charged  with  the  de- 
partment of  the  finances  will  of  course  furnish  such  infor- 
mation as  may  from  time  to  time  be  required  ;  1  shall  not 
therefore  go  any  further  into  the  details  of  this  business, 
but  must  express  to  Congress  my  opinion  of  the  loan  gene- 
rally ;  and  certainly^  if  we  consider  the  very  untoward  cir- 
cumstances in  which  it  was  undertaken,  very  great  prs^ise 
is  due  to  the  persons  concerned  in  proposing,  adopting^ 
and  pursuing  it.  This  sentiment,  which  I  have  constantly 
felt  has  not  been  declared  until  the  present  moment,  be- 
cause no  suspicion  can  now  arise,  ihat  what  I  say  is  dic- 
tated by  a  view  to  influence  their  future  exertions,  seeing 
that  my. political  existence  must  be  at  an  end  before  the 
contents  of  this  letter  can  possibly  be  transmitted. 

.  I  have  invariably  in  my  official  correspondence,  (as  in- 
deed iipon  every  other  occasion,  botli  public  and  private) 
expressed  the  conviction  which  I  feel,  that  however  the 
several  States  may,  from  a  difference  in  local  circumstances, 
differ  in  their  opinions  about  the  mode  of  providing  for 
public  debts,  all  of  them  will  concur  in  the  just  sentiment, 
that  these  debts  ought  to  be  most  punctually  discharged. 
There  cannot,  therefore,  be  any  doubt,  that  the  proper 
provisions  will  be  made,  and  I  am  grounded  in  the  asser- 
tion that  when  made,  the  public  credit  of  America  will  be 
the  best  of  any  in  the  world,  that  it  will  cost  less  to  main- 
tain it  by  us,  than  by  any  other  nation,  and  that  consider- 
ing the  infant  state  of  our  cultivation  in  general,  and  the 
frontiers  in  particular,  it  is  of  more  importance  to  us  than 
it  can  be  to  any  other  country.     It  is  also  a  commercial 

problem,  which  admits  of  absolute  demonstration,  that  the 
punctual  payment  of  interest  on  our  debts  will  produce  a 
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clear  dnnual  gain  of  ttioredian  such  interest  can  possibly 
amou^it  to.  So  that  the  eternal  and  immutable  principles  of 
tmth  and  justice,  being  for  a  moment  out  of  the  question, 
and  stilling  those  sentiments  of  humanity,  which  arise  from 
a  view  of  what  the  public  creditors  must  sufibr,  should  their 
dues  be  withheld,  (if  indeed  it  be  possible  to  stifle  such 
seotimentsi,)  still  it  will  indisputably  appear  to  be  the  in- 
terest of  the  merchant,  as  Well  as  of  the  husbandman  and 
mechanic,  to  pay  their  just  proportions  towtirds  discharging 
the  public  engagements.  For  this  plain  and  simple  system 
of  contmon  honesty,  while  it  invigorates  the  springs  of  omr 
credit,  strengthens  also  the  bands  of  ouf  union,  proceeding 
^ith  equal  motion  towards  the  public  weal  and  private 
prosperity. 

That  the  labors  of  our  great  and  glorious  revolution  may 
thus  be  crowned  by  the  impartial  hand  of  justice,  and  the 
last  stone  be  thus  placed  in  the  arch  of  our  extensive  em- 
pire, is  the  ardent  wish  of  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient, &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


to   Ir.    S'lUNKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  3(Hh,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
This  is  rather  a  late  day  to  acknowledge  your  iiivors  of 
the  25th  of  December  and  15th  of  June  last,  but  t  have 
always  intended  in  my  acknowledgettiedt  of  them  to  close 
our  public  correspondence,  and  I  have  ahvays  been  disap- 
pointed in  my  expectation  of  being  able  speedily  to  quit 
this  office.  That  period,  however,  so  ardently  desired,  is 
at  length  nearly  arrived,  and  while  I  look  back  on  cares  and 
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daog^rs  past,  I  f^el  ao  iQcreased  ecnoiion  of  joy  in  tb^  pros- 
pact  of  future  bop^  and  expectations.  But  I  caaaot  re- 
view die  past  aceae  without  strong  feelii^  of  gratitude  and 
respect  for  the  able  and  active  efibrts,  which  you  have  made 
to  support  the  fin^dciQs  of  thi3  country.  I  would  to  God 
that  your  just  sentiaieots  on  property  and  taxatioa  were  as 
fully  felt  as  they  ncust  be  clearly  understood  in  Aoaerica ; 
but  time  is  as  neceasary  to  mellow  the  judgment  of  a  coun- 
try as  of  a  nian.  Happy  indeed  shall  we  be  if  it  produce 
that  effect  among  ms.    , 

I  am  jnuch  obliged  by  your  explanation  of  1^1.  Chan- 
mont's  accounts,  which  are  bdged  at  the  treasury.  If  any 
insinuations  have  be^n  made  injurious  to  you  upon  your 
connexion  with  M.  Chaiimont,  they  have  not  reached  me, 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  none  such  can  make  any  impres- 
sions which  ought  to  give  you  pain. 

1  have  not  remitted  bills  for  the  sahiries  of  foreign  minis- 
ters,  because  the  resolutions  of  Congress  having  varied,  and 
Mr  Grand  having  informed  me  that  he  should  pay  them,  1 
have  left  it  as  an  account  unsettled  to  be  arranged  by  Mr 
Barclay.  And  as  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  attachments  will 
have  been  taken  off,  and  as  I  have  given  Mr  Grand  a  credit 
on  the  commissioners  of  the  loan  in  Holland  for  four  hundred 
thousand  livres,  and  directed  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  to  pay 
over  to  him  a  balance  in  their  haiKb,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
be  will  be  in  cash  for  the  purpose.  I  agree  with  you  that 
a  fund  ought  to  be  set  apart  for  contingencies,  and  had  I 
continued,  and  been  supported  in  my  adminietration,  such 
a  ftmd  should  certainly  have  been  provided.  I  am  at  the 
same  time  an  enemy  to  contingent  accounts,  and  therefore 
I  should  have  urged  the  ascertainment  of  every  allowance 
as  far  as  possible,  thereby  curtailing  the  account  of  contin- 
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gencies.  But  after  all,  it  cannot  be  annihilated.  Congress 
have  hitherto  made  no  determination  on  this  subject.  In- 
deed it  is  very  difficult,  and  even  almost  disreputable  for 
them  to  make  arrangements  of  expenditure,  whil^  the 
mea()3  of  expenditure  are  so  shamefully  withheld  by  their 
constituents.  These  things,  however,  will  mend,  at  least  I 
hope  so. 

I  have  already  said  that  I  expected  the  attachments  laid 
on  the  public  goods  would  be  discharged.  Your  letter  to 
the  Count  de  Vergennes  on  that  subject  is  perfect,  and  if 
that  minister  did  not  immediately  obtain  a  compliance  with 
your  request,  I  presume  it  must  have  been  occasioned  by 
some  circumstances  purely  domestic,  which  we  in  this  coun- 
try cannot  guess  at,  for  certainly  nothing  can  be  more  as* 
tonisliing  than  to  6nd  a  subject  countenanced  in  arresting 
the  property  of  a  sovereig[i  power  in  this  enlightened  a«;e, 
and  in  the  country,  which  of  all  others  has  been  most  emi- 
nent for  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  nations. 

From  your  last  letters  to  your  friends,  I  find  that  your 
return  to  this  country  is  somewhat  doubtful ;  I  am  there- 
fore disappointed  in  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures,  which  I 
had  promised  myself.  But,  Sir,  in  whatever  country  you 
may  be,  and  w'lether  in  public  or  in  private  life,  be  as- 
sured of  my  warmest  and  most  respectful  esteem,  and  that 
my  best  wishes  for  your  happiness  shall  be  clothed  with 
the  utmost  efforts  in  my  power  to  promote  it  on  every 
proper  occasion. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  8^. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance..  September  30th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  inspection  of 
Congress  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  14th  of  last  month  from 
the  Mfrquis  de  Lafayette ;  nnd  with  it  I  send  the  originals, 
which  were  delivered  by  him  to  me.  The  unexampled 
attention  to  every  American  interest,  which  this  gentleman 
has  exhibited,  cannot  fail  to  excite  the  strongest  emotions  in 
bis  favor,  and  we  must  at  the  same  time  admire  the  judg- 
ment whicii  he  has  shown  in  the  manner  of  his  applications, 
as  well  as  the  industry  in  selecting  proper  materials.'  There 
can  be  little  doubt,  but  that  his  interest  at  his  own  Court 
must  always  prove  beneGcial  to  this  country^  while  the  same 
cordiality  shall  continue  which  now  subsists  between  him 
and  the  venerable  Plenipotentiary  now  resident  at  Passy. 

I  shall  not  hazard  opinions  upon  the  matters  which  have 
employed  the  attention  of  M.  de  Lafayette,  as  a  negotiator 
from  this  country  to  that  which  gave  him  birth.  It  would 
be  intruding  sentiments  which  will  suggest  themselves. 
But  while  I  feel  the  delicacy  and  perhaps  the  danger  of 
asking  from  France  the  moderation  or  abolition  of  partic- 
ular duties,  thereby  establishing  a  precedent  for  similar 
requests  on  her  part,  I  hope  Congress  will  pardon  a  wish 
prompted  by  the  general  interests  of  commerce,  that  the 
statement  of  all  those  duties  might  be  translated  and  pub- 
lished, for  the  government  of  those  who  may  form  expe- 
ditions to  those  different  ports  now  opened  to  us. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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▲DVERTlSEMENT. 

PhiladelphU,  October  11th,  1784. 

The  3alNQi:iiber  baviog  taken  qiefifiures  to  provide  for 
the  paymeDt  of  his  various  engagements  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  for  such  of  his  notes  as 
raay  be  in  circulation,  gives  this  public  notice  to  all  who 
may  be  concerned  therein,  that  aithougfa  he  be  no  longer 
in  office,  yet  those  notes  will  all  be  duly  paid  at  maturity  ; 
and  for  such  payment  he  hereby  pledges  himself  per- 
sonally to  the  holders,  and  therefore  requests  that  if  any 
attempt  should  be  made  to  obtain  them  by  any  suggestions 
at  less  than  the  speciBed  value,  such  attempts  may  be  de- 
feated. ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRB8IDBNT   OF   CONCfflESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  Noyember  Ist,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  your  Excellency,  and 
pray  you  will  deliver  to  the  United  States  in  Congress,  the 
commission  by  which  I  was  appointed  Superintendent  of 
their  Finances.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  reflect 
that  the  situation  of  public  affairs  is  more  prosperous  than 
when  that  commission  issued.  The  sovereignty  and  in- 
dependence of  America  are  acknowledged.  May  they  be 
firmly  established,  and  effectually  secured.  This  can  only 
be  done  by  a  just  and  vigorous  government.  That  these 
States,  therefore,  may  be  soon  and  long  united  under  such 
a  government,  is  my  ardent  wish,  and  constant  prayer. 
Willi  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

END    OF    THE   TWELFTH    VOLUME. 


